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MMMDCCCXCII.
Les Etats-généraux à la reine d’Angleterre.

(Anvers, 5 mai 1378.)

Ils espèrent que la reine d’Angleterre leur viendra en aide en mettant à leur disposition
le subside qu’elle a promis.

Madame, Ayant oy le rapport du Docteur Rogerius, ambassadeur de Vostre Majesté, 
de sa négociation faicte avecq le Duc Casimire, n’avons peu faillir de l’accompaigner de 
cestes, et remercier Vostre Majesté de la bonne affection qu’icelle porte à nostre cause 
commune et prier d’y vouloir continuer, mesmement en tant qu’il touche l’advanche- 
ment des aullres vingt mille livres sterlins promises audict seigneur Duc Casimire à la 
place de ses monstres, attendu qu’il n’y at apparence de povoir promptement tirer 
aulcuns deniers en vertu des obligations de Vostre Majesté à nous données; car aultre- 
ment ladicte descente dudict seigneur Duc Casimire nous tombera plus tost à nostre 
grand intérest que à l’advanchement de nostre cause. Et comme ne doubtons que 
Vostre Majesté ne fera aulcune difficulté de satisfaire à sa promesse, tant par ledict 
Docteur Rogerius à sa première venue faicte à nous que, comme entendons, audict 
seigneur Duc, atant, Madame, après nous estre recommandés à la bonne grâce de 
Vostre Majesté, prierons le Souverain Seigneur accorder à icelle longue et heureuse vie, 
avecq le comble de ses très-magnanimes désir.

D’Anvers, le ve jour de may 1578.
(Arch.de (a Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. 195.)

M M M DCCCXCIII.
L’archiduc Mathias à la reine d’Angleterre.

(Anvers, o mai 1378.)

Même objet.

Serenissima, Potentissimaque Regina, cognata charissima. Non solum ex litteris 
Serenitatis Tuæ, sed multo magis ex relatu consanguinei nostri Marchionis Havraei 
liquido intelleximus tuam, tum erga nos, tum universum Belgium, egregiam volunta-
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tem, vicinosque juvandi studium. Proinde Serenitati Tuœ immortales habemus gratias 
et, quoad vixerimus, habebimus, eique nos in perpetuum devinctos agnoscere nun
quam desinemus nisi turpissimam ingratudinis notam subire velimus. Quo vero magis, 
magisque eadem nos sibi, regnoque suo obstringat, pluribusque beneficiis cumulet, 
Serenitatem Tuam obnixe rogamus ut, quia praesentem pecuniam sub obligatione 
Serenitatis Tuæ, uti sperabamus, invenire non possumus, secundum praecedentes suas 
promissiones in boc articulo periculosi temporis, mandet nobis, Ordinibusque Belgii 
quam primum tradi ac numerari summam viginti milium librarum Anglicarum sub iis 
cautionibus quas dictus Marchio Havræus, nostro, Ordinumque nomine, declaravit, ne 
in ipso principio destituamur facultate solvendi militibus Illustrissimi Ducis Casimiri, 
ex consilio Serenitatis Tuæ auctis (quos jam adventare certo intelleximus), neve aliqua 
mora incidat conjungendis nostris exercitibus, quo, cum Dei favore, citissime et certis
simo communem hostem depellamus et has regiones in pristinum, fœlieemque statum 
restituamus, uti Tua Serenitas prolixius ex suo legato Daniele Rogerio intelliget, qui 
etiam abunde narrabit quid cum Illustri Duce Casimiro, communi nostro nomine, 
egerit atque tractaverit.

Deum Optimum Maximum precor Ut Tuam Serenitatem diu nobis servet incolumem.
Antverpiæ, quinto maii A° M. D. LXXVIII.

(Brit. Muscum, Vesp.,F. III, n° 125.)

MMMDCCCXCIV.
Walsingham à William, Davison.

(Greenwich, 5 mai 4578.>

Au sujet d’actes de piraterie dont Asseliers est accusé.

Sir, Whereas 1 commended unto youe a sute of Sir Henry Ratclyfes touchinge a 
shippe of his steyed in those partes, and youe retourned unto me certeyne examina
tions taken there in the behalf of one Monsieur d’Asselliers to prove the property and 
tytle to be his and not Sir Henryes, for as muche as I procured the saide examinalions 
to be eonsidered uppon by Mr Doctor Lewes, rcquestinge him to informe himself so 
throughly in the case as he coulde, who hathe travayled in it accordingly, and findethe 
by conférence had wilh Mr Holstock therin that the saide Asseliers, beinge uppon the 
sea in company of Adventurers in a shippe of one Captayne Olivers and one Captayne
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Pétain in the saide shippe, nowe called The Slarre, and before named The Million Gale, 
and havinge spoyled, as the saide Master Holstocke saithe, bothe marchantes of the Stil- 
liarde, and also Mr Alderman Hawes, was taken by the saide Mr Holstocke uppon the 
seas thwart of the Isle of Wight, and escaped awaye, eyther by favor or other wyse, and 
yet bis shippe with others was brought to Portesmouthe, and there seased to my Lord 
Admiralls use, who solde the same to Sir Henry Ratclyf, so that the grounde of the 
clayme of his saide pretended shippe is because he was by favour let go without con
viction or troyall, endevoringe therby to turne the favor shewed him to the losse and 
damage of Sir Henry: youe shall do well (o acquaynt the Prince with thus muehe, and 
by his meanes procure suche end to be made with the saide Asselliers in the behalfe of 
Sir Henry that displeasure be not taken by Sir Henrie’s frendes and worse inconve- 
niences follow theron, as well perticulerly lowardes suche as shalbe taken in lyke disor- 
ders hereafter, as generally against ail that nation, eyther by waye of arrest or olher- 
wyse, as is not unlyke to fall out, if suche convenient order be not proyided herin as the 
qualitie of the person dothe requier. For, the matter beinge so as is reported by 
Mr Holstocke, wliose credit is sufficient to prove the truthe of the cause, beinge one of 
the cheifest officers of Her Majesties navie, and then imployed in that service, it appea- 
relhe that the saide ship was lawfull pryse, and had not corne nowe in question, if the 
saide Asselliers had ben attayned for the piracies aforesaide, which dangers he escaped 
by extraordinary frendshippe shewed him, and therfore the righlfull lylle of Sir Henry 
to be considered with more equitie.

And so I bit! youe hartely fare well.
From Grenwich, the S of may 1S78.
I see great inconvenienee lyke to insue in case Sir Henry be not in some resonable 

sorte satysfyced: which being by you procured, wyll make some here better affected 
then yt appearethe they are. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MiVlMDCCCXCV.
Don Ber nardino de Mendoça à Alonzo de Curiel.

(Londres, 5 mai 1578.)
Nouvelles transmises par M. de La Motte. — Marche des rcitres. — Emprunts du prince d’Orange

et taxes établies à Anvers.
A los 2 deste recibi la de V. M., de 30 del pasado, en que me avisa el buen termino 

en que esta lo de Gravelingas, y lo que Mos. de la Mota le ha comunicado cerca del
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de Alanzon, que ya aqui teniamos raslro dello por via de Ruan. Espero en Dios que 
atajara S. A. eslos designios enviando a esas partes lo que V. M. dice ser tan necesario.

De Flandes he sabido que llego a los Estados con 600 caballos herreruelos, y el 
bastardo de Branzuique eslaba 10 léguas de Colonia, que venia con 1,500 caballos 
asimesmo a servirles.

El Principe de Orange pide a las naciones dineros por via de emprestito, y especial- 
mente a los Portugueses y ltalianos a 10,000 ducados, y que desde ei principio deste 
mes ponia sobre las mercadurias que entraban en Amberes 2 por ciento, y a la salida 
otros tantos.

[Coleccion de Documentas ineditos, t. LI, p. 163.)

M UM DCCCXCVI.
Walsingham à William, IJavison.

(Londres, 6 mai 1578.)

Il y a Heu de conférer avec le prince d’Orange sur les moyens de s’opposer aux projets du duc 
d’Alençon. — Il faudra aussi exprimer aux Etats le vif mécontentement d’Elisabeth. — La résolu- 
lution qu’elle a prise récemment, se justifie; car si elle avait envoyé un Anglais aux Pays-Bas, 
dix Français y seraient entrés aussitôt. — Les hommes les plus sages croient en France que le duc 
d'Alençon est si mal entouré qu’il n’y a rien d’honorable à attendre de lui.

Sir, Her Majestie being made acquainted with the contentes of your last letters and 
perceaving by the same th’estate of that country to stand in so daingerous termes tho- 
rough the résolut détermination of Monsieur to enter into action, ether for them or 
against tliem, as whether they do acceptor refuse his offers, thereeannot in likelihood 
but manifest daunger ensue thereof, wished that before your dispatche you had asked 
the Princes advice, what meanes might be found to stoppe Monsieur in this daingerous 
enterprise, being now pleascd you should enfourme your self of him vvhathe thinckelh 
lîtt to be don by Her Highncs for the bealpe of the matter, or at least to temper and 
qualifie the same, wherbie to impeache that he make not him self possessor of the 
countrie, and thereof to advertise hether with as mtich speede as you maye. Further, 
Her Majesties pleasure is you should of yourself let the States understand that, consi- 
dering the frendlie and neighbourly care she hath alwayes had over them, as the effectes 
hâve made manifest proofe by the good offices she hath often don by her ministers, 
both towardes the King and his Lieutenantes there, to procure them peace and the
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continaunce of their auntyent frecdoms and liberties, and lhe disbursing of twenty 
tbowsand poundes for lhem last yere by way of loane, and as much this yere, besides 
the crédit geven tbcm for one luindreth tbowsand poundes, and dyvers other beneffîtes 
bestowed on them, sbe will looke that they should shewe ihemselfes more thanckfull 
towardes her then in tliis sorte to faule into treatie or rallier conclusion with a forrein 
prince without her consent or privitie, a matter of very evill satisfaction for Her 
Majestie, and of discreditt for them with ail such as are acquainled with her frendlie 
dealing towardes them. And, in case they shall perhappes aunswer that Her Majestie 
hath not, according to her promise, sent over her forces for their assistance, being as 
you are acquainled with the reasons alleadged by Her Majestie in that behalf and their 
replies lher unto, ye may of your self, better then we can direct you front hence, satisfie 
them therein, Ietting them understand that, yf Her Majestie had sent one man to them, 
the French King in ail likelyhood would hâve sent tenne against them, which would 
hâve ben their utter ruyne.

And thus for this tyme 1 bid you farc well.
From London, lhe vj,h of may 1578.
The best affecled in Fraunce doe greatly dowbte that Monsieurs dealinges wyll hâve 

somme reasonable yssue. For he that behowldelhe thos that are abowt him. by whos 
advyce he is chefely dyrected, can never looke that he shall perfoorme any thing that 
is honorable or tendethe to the benelfyt of thos that are well affecled, espetyally in 
relygyon.

( Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMDCCCXCVI1.
Le docteur Wilson à William Davison.

(Greenwich, 6 mai 1378.)

Puisqu’on cherche à nuire à Davison, il convient qu’il use de plus de circonspection dans ses dépêches 
et se soumette aux ordres qu’il reçoit. — Nouvelles d’Ecosse. — Mention des publications de 
Plantin.

I bave no leasure to write, becawse I did not knowe of your servantes dispatche, but 
upon the sodeyne, at which tyme I was sodeynlie cawled awaye. There are devyses to 
brynge your service in some discredite, upon speacbes that yow showlde use agaynst 

Tome X. 57
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the consultation and resolutions here, at the wliiehe I doe greatly mervayle. For, 
altthough thynges doe not fawle out in place as yow doe wyshe and I desire, yet yow 
must not blâme them that are verie wel affectcd, yf the successe doe not folowe tbe- 
reafter. 1, for my parte, neytlier can, nor wyl accuse yow in any thynge, but rather 
prayse yow for your service doone, whereof 1 am emongest others a wyttenesse. And 
yet let me tel yow thus moche : yow are to bee commanded, and bownde to folowe 
the bowndes of your charge by just limitation. And, although thynges bee sometymcs 
ordered moche agaynst your mynde, yet yow must submitte yourselfe to the same, 
although with modestie yow maye interpose your judgement, under the correction and 
favour of your superiours. I doe speake unto yow, as unto hym whome I love and lyke 
wel, and the rather I am play ne with yow, bccawse yow showlde bee blamelesse. 
When thynges doe not fawle out as one wouldc, lie must bee eontented with them, as 
hc maye, and tbe dewtie of an honest man beeing discharged, no man can blâme the 
wel wyller, when thynges doe fawle out otherwyse. And therfore I woulde wyshe yow 
were satisfied with the testimonye of a good conscience, and so referre your selfe to 
the providence of God, after yow hâve doone your bcst so farre forthe as God hath 
geaven yow reason.

I praye yow doe my humble commendations to the Prynce, and tel his Ladie that I 
doe humbly thar.ke her for ber lelter, wherein it pleaseth her to hâve remembrance 
of my yonge doughter, who shalbee at her commandement, yf the worlde wer more 
quyel.

It seemeth they can not wel agréé in Scotlande, and therfore My Lord of Hunnes- 
dunne is presently to bee sent to bis charge. The poore Kynge, throught their division, 
wylbee in some bazarde, and I praye God that some, under the colour of wyshinge wel 
unto hym, doe not haysten his cnde, by practise to convey hym out of Scotlande, in 
whiche kynde of devise wee as neighboures maye perchance tayst some parte of pcril 
and bee brought into danger.

i can saye no more, but I wyshe unto yow as unto myselfe.
Frome the Cowrte at Grynewycke, this 6 of maie 1578.
Commende me to Monsieur Fremynge and excuse my not writinge at this lyme, and 

wyl hym to speake to Plantyne for Saynt Augustynes workes yet ones agayne, and I 
wyl sende mony presently.

[Record office, Pup. o f Holland, vol. 5.)
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MMMDCCCXCV1II.

Thomas Wilkes à William Davison.
(Greenwich, 6 ma.i -1o"8.)

Suite des rumeurs répandues contre Davison. — Envoi d’une lettre à un agent anglais 
dans le camp de Don Juan.

Mr Davison, Since my comyng home 1 doe perceyve that lhe maters which I imparted 
unto you, concerning yourself, and the harde opinion that hathe ben conceyved of you, 
is by many degrees augmented and increased during my shorte absence, as you shall 
percliance partly understand by Mr Secretary Walsingham’s letters, wilii whome I hâve 
delt as effectually in lhe maintenaunce of your crédité and réputation as if you had ben 
myne owne brother, and will not fayle lo eontinewe that course to any others whome 
I shall fynde to conceyve sinisterly of you. Mr Leighton restethe not tbroughly satis- 
fied with your answere, and therefore you shall doe well lo Write somewhat at large 
unto him. You bave ben muche abused by suche as you hâve too well accompted of, 
and those that commonly applaude you there, are not your sounde frindes. Hâve an eye 
unto your self, for lhe wordle is full of envye.

This letter herewilh sent unto you, direcled to Musgrave, dothe greatly concerne 
Her Majesties service; you muste therefore lake care to conveye it safly unto him into 
Don Johnes campe, either by some good meanes of your owne, or eis you muste send 
it unto the Collonell Baufour that lie maie conveye it to one Palen, a Scotisheman 
remaining in that campe, a compagnion unto the said Musgrave. There muste be some 
industrie used for the saf delivery of it, and therefor, by the Queenes Majesties coman
dement, I doe lhe more ernestly reeommend it unto you.

Commende me verie hariely unto your self and to good Mr‘ Davison and to Franc, 
and thanck your selves for my good chere; and so 1 committe you bothe to God.

From the Courte at Grenewichc, the 6th of maye 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)
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M MMDCCCXCIX.
Les Etats-généraux à la reine d’Jngleterre. (A nalyse.)

(7 mai 1578.)

Ils insistent pour obtenir le subside promis par Élisabeth.

Intreate Her Majeslie lo paie the 2,000,h sterling to Duke Casimire, élis his com- 
ming will doe lhem more harme then proflilt.

(British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n* 65.)

MMMCM.
IVilliam Davison à IValsingham.

(7 mai 1578?)

On attend les députés du duc d’Alençon à Bruxelles. — Les Etats ont chargé Davison de faire 
connaître, selon leur engagement, les négociations qu’ils ont entamées avec le prince français. — 
Gilpin sera envoyé en Allemagne pour lever de "argent; s’il ne réussit pas, les États espèrent 
qu’Élisabeth leur viendra en aide.

The comissioners from the Duke of Alençon are not yet arryved, though every day 
looked for at Bruxells, which is the place assigned for the treatie, aswell for the reason 
alleaged in my last as bycause they hope therby the rather to draw their enemy to some 
reason, though it be no generali opinion amongst the wiser sort.

The Counsell of Estate and Generall-Estates sent their deputies vesterday unto me 
to let me understand how they had bene sollicited by the Duke and how to prevent 
the dainger, whieh threatened them on that syde, if he should joygne with their enemy, 
they thought it expedient lo enter into some comonycation with him. But bycause they 
could not by their promys and obligation towardes Her Majestie do this without Her 
Majestie’s knowledge and advise, lhey were corne unto me both to make me Her Majes- 
tie’s minister acquainted withall and to pray me to signifie the same unto Her Majestie 
to th’end they might lhe better accomodat them selves to her good pleasure.

I perceyvid by their discourse that, the Duke insisting to hâve certein townes delivered
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in(o his handes for his better assurance, they do incline to give him contentement in 
that behaulf. I pray God th’end be better then I look for.

In our mony matter, there is nothing at ali done, neither do I find any hope to do 
aught here. About tewsday or wednesday next, if the States hold there resolution, 
George Gilpin and Carington should by their order repayer unto Germany to see whe- 
ther the négociation may hâve any better success there. If not, they do here feede them 
selves with a hope that Her Majestie will otherwise supply her proinys and their neces- 
sity for the same.

I bave found some disposition to enterteign some convenient nomber of our men so 
they might corne furnished and paid for ij or iij monethes and so as (if the States 
should corne short of their generali meanes) they would be content to pay them selves 
uppon this lone of Her Majestie. If therefore Her Majestie . . . . * .

{Record office, Pup. o f Holland, vol. 1.)

MMMCM1.
Walsingham à William, Davison.

(8 MAI 1578.)
Au sujet d’une plainte des Marchands Aventuriers relative à l’exercice du culte 

réformé dans la Maison Anglaise à Anvers.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCMIJ.
William Davison à Walsingham et à Wilson.

(Anvers, 8 mai 1878.)
On attend à Bruxelles les députés du duc d’Alençon. — Périls de la situation. — Les uns veulent se 

donner aux Français; d’autres ne veulent ni des Français, ni des Espagnols. — Les Français 
profitent de l’hésitation de la reine d’Angleterre. — Daniel Rogers pourra faire connaître ce qui s’est 
passé à Maestricht et à Gand.
I wrott lalely unto Your Honnours from Gand; and what hath succeaded since, you 

maie somwhat particulerly understand by this bearcr. The trafllcque with the Duke of
1 La suite manque.
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Alençon doth procead here to th’offcncc and myslyk of many. 5,000 haucquebusers of 
bis tropes arc alredy nffîrmed to be entered tbe cuntrey, and er tbis (as it is doubted) 
in possession of Quesnoy by the meanes of the Count Lalain, who hath in plaine termes 
leit the Siales undersland thaï he lincketh it fitt to receave them therein, rather expres
sing his sentence iben attending their opinions or direction. The Baron d’Aubigny is 
in the towne, whose partialité tliat way doth make the mattcrs no whit the less sus- 
pecled. The Dukes comissioners are sent for to corne to Bruxelles for their more 
comodious proceeding in treaty with the States, but their answer is not yet retorned. 
Whatsoevcr opinion is had at home of this action, it is here held a thing indubitable that 
il will go forwardes to the help or hui t of thés States, both whicli do threaten some 
unhappie conséquence on tholher syde; for, if their defence must be eitheror in res
pecte of them and their cause or in regard of his own particuler, the first is hardly to 
be digested, the second as certenly beleved. Now, whcther he doth in this behalf meane 
well or ill, the succès cannot but greatelie touteh both them and us : them, because they 
shalbe in hazard of returning to their former tyranny or ronne from the same to a 
woorse; and us, in that our interesl and participation is not small in the good or ill 
success of their affaires; and, howsoever the Frenche proceade, whether in favour of 
the Spaniard or of themselves, il is like to be the seed of a languish warr and begyning 
of a great alleration, for they must here in fine either resolve to reconsile themselves 
with the King of Spain, to chaing their master or elles translate and chaing their gou
vernement. Ofihe firsi lhere is litle présent hope; of the other, the question is not yet 
decided. Some and a great part (I will put Your Honours ont of douht) do allow lo 
chaing master and to take the French in place of the Spanyardes; others, to chaing 
their governcment, abandoning both th’one and th’other; but from debale and dispula- 
lion this matter is growing lo som effect. We maie in the meane time rather conjec
ture then in any sorte assure the succès.

I shall not nede to tell Your Honours how nnich this matter importeth the looking 
to, who can suffîcientlie sound the danger, but this much I thincke I may safelie saie 
that the soner it be mett withall, the better.

\  our Honours can now perceave whether Her Majesties forbearing of lier open décla
ration hâve divcrtod the French, or whether it bave not rather advaunced their pur- 
pose, with the hassard of her frendes, and perhapps préjudice to herself. But, as il 
becomes me nol, so will I waad no furlher in this discourse. Only this I wish that shc 
bc not in fine constrayned to fall into this action with her greater incomoditie and disad- 
vantage then if she had entered rather, though, if it might be with Her Majesties suerlie 
arui honour, I could pray she might nol hâve to do withall early or late.

I do lyve here utterly ignorant of the succès of thinges in our Court, and, though 1 
bave of late in this speciali matter gyven Your Honours sundry advises, yet hâve
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i receaved no manner of direction how to governc myself. If Your Honours do thinek I 
maie liercin do any service at ail, 1 wold besech the same lo let myne ignorance ne 
rcpaired, knowing wliat a mayme it is in service abrode to understand so litle and sel- 
dome from home.

Of lhe late accident at Mnslrich, tb’apprehention of tlircc counsaillours at Gandt 
whilst I was theare upon the proclayming of an inhibition against the exercise of reli
gion either publicquely or seeretly, vvitb other particulerities of our oceurantes, I tbinck 
Mr Rogers can at length enforme Your Honours. Concluding therfore with hnrtie 
prayer for Your Honours long and prosperous lyves, I most humbly take mv leave.

Andwerp, the viulh of may 1578.
{Record office, Papers of Holland, vol. ô.j

MMMCMIII.
Daniel Rogers à William Davison.

(Bruges, 8 mai 157S.)

Recherches à faire pour obtenir te texte des instructions secrètes remises à une autre époque
à Bernardino de Mendoça.

Sir, 1 would be riglit gladde to case your Iraveli, in seekinge for the secret instruc
tions which threc yeares past the Commandator gave unto Bernardo Mendoza, to th’in- 
tent Mr Secretary might the better sup[)lanl and discredit ibis Ambassadours desseinges. 
W herforI hâve thought uppon Boschott, lhe Advocat Fiscali, who was with Zweven- 
ghem in Englande at the same tyme vvhen Mendoza arryved. I belcave he can bolh 
obtayne the coppie of the sayd instructions, and further y ou greatly, if he will, in detee- 
tinge spanysshe practises in England : whieh thinge 1 thought good to advertise voit of, 
heinge sory that J thought not of it at my beinge at Andwarpe, for that lhe sayd Bos
chott seemed aliwayes greatly to favour me '.

' Memorandum. — Monsieur Zuewengham toald me, the 8th of this présent monneth of maye, how 
that the first daye of the same monnethe he had first seene and obtayncd a coppie of the instructions, 
which the last Commendador had given unto Bernardo Mendoza, as he was sent into Englande 
arma fS75, which instructions werc in spanysshe. And because there were certayne thinges compre- 
hended in them which towehed Hcr Majestie, he shewcd and readde them unto me, and wiilcd 
me lo empart them unto Your Ifonnour, which was : that lhe sayd Mendoza should diligently
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Thus I commende yow to the tuition of th’Allrnightie, who prosper your endevours. 
In hast, from Bruges, as your man was readie to take his horse, this 8'“ of may 1578.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCM1V.
Walsingham à William Davison.

(Il MAI 1578.)

La reine d’Angleterre est moins portée que son père à acheter des bijoux. — Corne de licorne 
offerte en vente par la duchesse de Bouillon. — Doutes que font naître les projets du duc d’Alençon. 
— 11 serait utile de connaître l’opinion du prince d’Orange. — La reine songe à envoyer aux 
Pays-Bas des ambassadeurs dont l’un serait Walsingham. — Vif désir du comte de Leicester d’être 
employé aux Pays-Bas.

Sir, Your letter of the thirde of this présent in recommendatyon of the Duchés of 
Buüyons request for the sale of the unicornes horne I hâve receyved. Long sythence I 
was niade acquaynted wiih the matter, and dyd at tliat tyme dyswade the ntakeng any 
offre of sale here, Her Majestie being not so muche affected to the buyeng of jewells as 
her father was.

Presently we are in consullalyon what were fyt to be don in the Lowe-Cuntrye

enquire of Gucrras in what rcadines the two matters were, of which he had eftsones written unto 
him, and which he commanded before hc should onelye write unto him of, wherof the one concerned 
a practise he had to deliver the Qucne of Skotlandc, the other was towehinge somme trouble, which 
then was to ryse in Englandc and was not so particularly specified. He willcd Mendoza to enquire 
diligently of Gucrras whelher thes thinges were in camino, to witt in the waye, and whether the 
parties went forward in thés matters, besides that in any cace be should take hede to open this 
matter to Zuewenghem, who then was in Englandc, for that he had understoade that Zuewenghem 
and Guerras were not the greatest frendes. Monsieur Zuewenghem concclled Her Majestie to ridde 
hcr selfe of this varlett Guerras, for that hc were a mccte minister for Don Juan to deale in the like 
matters.

Here is to be noted that Bcrnardo Mendoza cammc iuto Englandc to desire Her Majestie to shewe 
frendshippe unto the Kinges armada, which then w'as to passe into the Lowe-Counlries, to th’intent the 
sayd armada might hâve viclulles out of Englandc; and in the mcane while he had instructions to 
trouble the quiettnes of Hcr Majcstics rcalme. (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)
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causes, wliich we fynde subject to so mnny dyffycultyes as \ve knowe not wliat to 
resolve, espetyally for [liât we are dowbtefull wliat shoold be Monsieurs meanyng, tow- 
cbing his late offres ruade to lhe States. Many argumentes ther are to induse us to 
tbinke that ail is but abbuse; and I see yt a common feare in tbe best afïected and 
tbat are of best judgemcnt. Yt wyll bebove tbe Prince tbcrfor to looke substantyally 
into the niatter, and not to forget (be late accydent on Saint-Barlbolmeuse daye. I am 
greatly in dowbt tbat tlios tbat were awtbors in tbat banket, bave ther bande in tbe pye 
in tbis newe intended niatter. On the ollier syde, many reasons tber are that leade me 
to tbinke tbat a Frenehe King, being so jealowse of bis broiher as be is, bis reaime so 
full of marlyall men, and tbe Lowe-Cuntrves a mossell woortbe tbe baving, woold be 
glad to set him a woorke abrode to lyve tbe more quyelly at home in bis owne reaime. 
Notwithstandyng, whether lie meane synccarly or to abbuse, yt is hye tymc for us to 
looke to the matter, yf yt be not alreadye to laie. And suerly yt is barde to judge in 
whether is tbe greater perryll, cytlier in joynyng witb Don Joan or witb tbe States, 
saving lhe fyrst bryngetbe a présent mysebefe, lhe seconde a future that is rather to 
reache to owre posterylye then unto us. I praye you Iet us with ali speede heare from 
you wbat opynyon the Prince is of, lowching the coorse tbat Her Majestie is to howlde 
for the preventyng of bothe thés mysebeves. To that purpose I dyspatched a packet 
unto you abowt fowr dayes past by Caplain Yorke, wbich 1 hope is corne unto your 
bandes, for that be promysed to use great dylygence.

And so God kepe you. In hast, in a pettye progresse, tbe xj'h of maye 1578.
I fynde sonie dysposytyon in Her Majestye to sende owt of hande some personages 

of qualyte to the States, to deale alïectually with lhem in devysyng sonie good wayefor 
ther savetye ', wberin I see some inclynatyon in her to use m[y] servyce. And, yf yt so 
fawle owt, I dowbt not but that we shall bryng over niatter of contentement. The Earl 
of Leycester dotlie labor greatly to be imployed in this jornay, and is not withowt bope 
to wyn tbe same at Her Majesties bande. I praye you, with my eommendatyons unto 
Monsieur Vyllyers, acquaynt him with so myche, wliich I desyre shoold not be made 
publyke for that we alter some tyme bere.

(Record office, Pup. of Holland, vol. 5.)
1 La roync, ayant entendu que nous procédons avec les ambassadeurs de France, trouve fort estrange 

cette communication sans la respecter ou avoir esgard à la promesse faicte à Sadicte Majesté.... Si nous 
faisons compte d’elle, il convient de ne rien conclure avccq le duc d’Anjou, sans que ses ambassadeurs 
qu’elle envoie, soient ouys sur ce qui convient pour le bien de nous aultres. (Archives du Royaume 
à Bruxelles, Recueil des Elats-ggncruvx, t. IV, p. 127.)

Tout X. 58
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MMMCMV.

William Davison à Walsingham.
(Anvers, 11 mai 1578.)

Réponse aux accusations dirigées contre lui et justification de sa conduite. — 11 attribue ces accusations
à Leighton et à Morgan.

Sir, As I liave found Your Honour an equall judge in suspending jour sentence of 
lhe sclanderous brûles lel fall of laie by sorti of nty illwillers, to lhe louch of my 
bonestie, duly and creditt, so I liope to fînd you no lesse indifferent in examyning the 
accusation of myne adversary wilh myne owne purgation, wbicb I hâve herein eouched 
in lhe fewer wordes, because I liope lhe naked truth of it self, th’expericnce Y'our 
Honour hath of me, the cause from whence this sclander riseth, with other circurn- 
slances well considered, shall ntake my cause of no hard persuasion. 1 am accused 
tliat, the honour of Her Majestie being toutched and woundcd in my presence, I hâve 
not, aceording lo my place and duly, defended il; thaï, in stead of exeusing Her iMajesties 
delaies and chang of resolution for the promised assistaunce to the States, I hâve con- 
curied wilh such as hâve condempned Her Majestie for the sanie; that 1 hâve disablid 
and found fault with th’insufficiency of direction which I bave receaved from Your 
Honours; that 1 do not prosecute the causes of Her Majesties subjectes comilted to my 
handeling as in duly apperteyneih : in somme, that 1 am rather agent for the Prince 
of Orenge then for Her Majestie.

These accusations, at the fîrst blush, may seme somwhat haynous, but myne adver
sary should bave deserved more creditt in them, if he had proceeded wilh justice and 
indifferency ; for, though he accuse me wilh generallities, he doth in particuler prove 
nothing. Howbeyt, to th’end Your Honour dwell not unsalisfied in lheis reporles, I 
will, as succinctly as I can, answer every point of them.

And first, toutehing lier Majesties honour, I am sure he lyveth not that is hable to 
prove that it hath any waie byn wounded in my presence, and not defended, as in 
honesty, reason and duly becanie me. For profe of lhe contrary, myne accuser should 
bave produced the time, the place, the manner, the hearers etc. : which he neither hath 
don, nor (1 am well assurid) ean do. And therfore 1 liope shall not earry the matter 
away in general! wordes, proving nothing in effeet.

For the second point, toutehing my concurring with such as liave at any time con
dempned Her Majesties delaies and chang of resolution, it is as true as lhe former.
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Tliis I remember that, whilst Mr Laighton was Iast here (whome I take for myne 
accuser, though I be mucli deceaved in bim), tbe Prince, the Marquis, Mr Laighton 
and 1, walking in tbe garden of tbe Englishe House, had long discourse together upon 
tbe proceading and successe of tbe negotiation betwene Her Majestie and the States. At 
wliat time tbe Prince, finding greate fault tliat Her Majestie did not deale more playnly 
and resolutely with tbem, fell into discourse of divers incommodities, which miglit 
redound aswell to the service of Her Majestie as to their estate by that incertein 
manner of proceding, as namely that il did lliem more hurt tben a flatt denyall ; 
that, if Her Majestie had no disposition to procede wilii tbem, she sbould do well to 
tell tbem roundly of il; and that, if she had in deed prelended sucli a matter, it should 
bave bin signified unto tbem at tbe first, to th’end they miglit hâve taken some otbcr 
course for their releif ; that she could not, after so long a trayncd hope and promis, 
withdraw ber succour, but witb the préjudice of herself and burt of tbem and of ber- 
self, in that it should alien a greate nomber of well affected and devoled myndes frotn 
hir, and of tbem, in that it should greatly aller tbe State and condition of thinges amon- 
gest tbem; tliat it sbould be tbe greatest blow that Her Majestie could give to our reli
gion, wliich (as be said) was in a good waieof establisbing, if she did proceed willi hcr 
promise : together with divers olher likc pointes, wliich, to speake truly, neilher be 
(myne accuser), nor I could directly deny, though I am sure he eannot prove but tliat 
1 did my best to disguisc tbe matter and to interteign the good opinion and hope con- 
ceaved of Her Majestie. In somme, I would he should tell me whal one point I am in 
tliis respecte to be toutched witball, to th’end I maie either direcllie excuse or confes 
myne errour. Besides, it is true that, in speehe betwen bim and me I hâve used a certen 
playnenes in telling bim what I thoughl of tliese matters. So bave I donn by my letters 
to Your Honour. If be can take any advaunlage of that, lett bim not spare. Once I am 
well assured tliat, as I hâve the testimony of a good conscience that I bave not in any 
of lhese respectes swarved from my duly, so am 1 oui of doubl that neilher be, nor 
any man els shall prove the contrary.

As loulching the third point, that 1 should disable such directions as I receaved 
from Your Honours, I thinck tlier is no man that dolh well know me, that will eslcme 
me a man so voide of judgement, duty or thanckfulnes, as to forgett my self in such a 
degree. But I perceavc how farr mallice maye transporte some men, if they had matter 
and subject sufficient to worke on. It is true that he himself tould me that theare was 
great fault found with me, that I did not answer suclic particulcr letters as were sent 
unto me; tliat 1 did over slightly adverlise such matter as did occur, with tsvo or tlirce 
olher pointes : to whome I answered that 1 could not tell how to reforme myne errour 
till I were made to understand it. Wherupon he tould me that both My Lord of Lei- 
cester and My Lord Thresorcr had wriltcnunto me upon speciali occasions, and never
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receaved answer from me. I replied that those lelters were miscarried wilh Cliester and 
never camm (o my bandes, and (herfore could I nol make answer to that I had never 
seene or understood. And, at another lime, falling into discourse of his instruction, 
which as he said concisled of these pointes : that lie was sent to see in what termes the 
cuntrey was after the defeat, to assure the myndes of the States in the hope they had of 
Her Majestie, to understand of them how they mighte be mosl spedely holpen, and 
lastly to perswade the Prince to retire himself into Holland and Zealand, if thinges 
stode in any dangerous termes, I told him (as in deed it feli out) that I thought they 
would judgc his negotiaiion in these respectes impertinent, and that they loked for 
some other matter by him. « For (quoth I) put the case to the first pointe they aunswer 
» you, they do well ; to the second, that they hâve bin alredy sulïîciently assured by 
» wordes, but they loked for effectes; to the third, that the best and most spedy way 
» for Her Majeste to hclpe them is to go through with her promis; and lastly, that the 
» retiring of the Prince of Oreng into Holland etc. was that th’ennemy desired, and the 
» next waie to overthrow ail: what haveyow further to saie? » He answered nothing. 
« Then assure your self (quoth I) they will not be satislied wilh your légation, bccause 
» they will lliinck it rather a stratagème to delay and gayne tyme, then an argument 
» of any likelyhood of Her Majesties resolute proeeading with them. » And, as tout- 
ching that point, for the Prince his abandoning of these cuntries to retire into his 
governement, I told him that, whosoever were they, pubiieque or private persons, that 
thought the cuntrey could be brought to that extremilie with one defeat, were deceaved ; 
for th’ennemy had many a stronge and impregnable towne to force er he atchieved 
his purpose, and that whosoever thought oiherwise, did not know the nature and state 
of this cuntrey; and thus much I thinck I might speake as I did with reverence; but, 
if in any worse degree I hâve in this point abussed myself, either in general! or parti- 
culer, the matter being justly proved, I will refuse no punishement that shalbe laid 
upon me.

As toutching the fourth point, I desire to understand what one cause commended 
unto me I hâve not preferred, as in justice and duty I oughte.

Lastly, where I ara charged to be rather agent for the Prince then for Her Mrjesty, 
pretending thereby that I do concurr in ail thinges with him, as one wholly his, I will 
answer it in this one worde that 1 deny not but that I do honour and love the Prince, 
aswell in respecte of his particuler vertues, as for the honour and dévotion I fînd he 
beareth towardes Her Majestie; but that I should supply my affection towardes him 
wilh a lack of dewtie towardes Her Majestie and respecte to the place I hould, ys an 
accusation more malicious then in any degree justifiable.

But, though this may sufiîze (I hope) to aunswer the particulerities of those accusa
tions, yet must I in a word or two toutch the cause from whence this matter groweth,



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 461
that it may appeare with how litle reason myne accuser is fallen into this course against 
me. During his last being here, having divers conférences with the Prince etc., he 
would somtymes break forthe at his table and otherwise, before his servauntes, stran- 
gers and others, amongest whome was ordinarily one Muffett, a man suspected, into 
discourses aswell of the matters he had to handle as that which passed betwen the 
Prince and us in seacret : a thing which I both mislyked and reproved in him, as 
utterly unfitting to his place, the time and company, which perhaps he hath not yet 
well disgested. Since I understand somme parasite hath borne him in hand that I 
sliould blâme him as cause in parte that thinges succeaded no better after his retorne, 
which (though utterly untrue) hath not a litle advanced his choller. But, if he had bin 
the man I toke him for, he would hâve followcd the rule of justice and frendship, in 
discovering both the matter and the authour unto me er he had proceaded thus farr, 
where now every man may sce with what appetite he is transported, which to any 
men of judgement shall rriake my cause no whitt the worse, I forbeare for honesties 
sake to fall into that fault which I condemne in him, though himself can remember 
that, if I were as malitious towardes him ashe hath shewed himself injurions towardes 
me, I could be quitt with him in as greate a degre as this. But I had rather put up 
this wrong with silence lhen follow it with revenge.

In somme, seing Your Honour doth perceave upon what ground this matter riseth, 
how in truth it slandeth, and seing you knowe what I am, and how I bave ever car- 
ried my self, being neilher in this, nor in any other action justly to be toutched in 
honesty or credilt, I am most humbly to beseche Your Honour to deeme of me accor- 
dingly and not at th’appetite of any my ilwiller that seketh to disgrâce me, to wilh- 
drawe the favour and good opinion which Your Honour hath hitherto vouchsafed me. 
In doing me that justice (which I doubt not of), it shalbe no litle comfort and satis
faction to me, nor lesse encrease of my duty and obligation (if it may be encreased) 
towardes Your Honour, to whome I most humbly wishe a prosperous encrease of 
health, honour and long life.

At Andwerpe, this xj'h of may 1578.
Postscript. As touching the fault observed in me in discoursing myne owne opinion, 

and omytting other particulerities more fut to be knowen of me, I did not think it 
would hâve bene myslyked that I, living here wheare I see and observe how thinges 
pass, should sett downe the reasons and lykelyhodes which I gather of th’inclination 
of thinges. But, seing it is thought an errour, I will hencefourth simply narrare rem 
gestam as it falleth out. And, as touching my omytting that which is understood from 
tyme to tyme by others, I beleve it well in respect of a nomber of untruthes and dreames, 
but of importaunee I do not remember that I do use to forget much.

Your Honour shall do well to admonish such as inlend to corne hither, to corne
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botter provided lhen Mr Candish halh donc, for I hâve bene driven to use my credit 
for him here, and yet I sce not bow lie will go thorough the burthen he hath takin 
uppon him.

Morgan is the man who, as I learne, is instrument of the picque betwene Mr Leighan 
and me, wherin he halh much forgotten him self, abused me and ill acquitted the 
frendshipp he hath found at my handes; but God forgeve him!

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCMVI.
William Davison au docteur Wilson.

(Anvers, I l  mai 1578.)

Justification de sa conduite. — Le prince d’Orange s’est rendu à Bruxelles pour traiter avec les députés 
du duc d’Alençon. — Arrivée de M. Cavendish.

Sir, I hâve had somuch wrong in the sclaunderous hrutes let fall of late by such as 
seek my discredit, as 1 can hardly witb patience digest it, were it not that I liave the 
testimony of a good conscience to comfort my self witliall. Myne injury is greate in the 
matter it self, but the greater in respect of the aulhour, byeause the hower is to corne 
that ever I offered him the least occasion. The rule of justice would that I should hâve 
benc otherwise dealt withall then in deede I am, but I perccave wise men do not a11- 
wayes governe them selves as they ought. The pointes wherwith I am charged, I bave 
particulerly aunswered in my lelter to Mr Secretary, Your Honours associat, if not very 
orderly, at the least very truly, and therfore do herein forbeare to repeate the same. I 
do not doubt but Your Honour dolh in the meane tyme indifferently construe of my 
self and actions, and will do your best, when you shall see myne innocency, to repayer 
the wrong in this behaulf done me, greater then ever I bave hitherto in lyk respect 
sustayned.

Your Honours commendations to the Prince are yet undelivered, byeause he was 
gon to Bruxells to meete with the french commissioners, er I roceived your letiers, and 
sînee I hâve not seen the Princess, who hath ben of late somewhat ill disposed. 
Tomorrow I do inlend, God willing, to visit ber, and will not fayle to remember your 
message and commendations.

Of the state of Scotland 1 am sory the tyme offerelh no better newes : the plotl of
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ihis présent partialité was layde long since by Monsieur de La Motte-Fénélon, being 
ambassadour in England. I am sory it hath bene no better mett withall, and the more 
bycause it cannot be of more dangerous conséquence to that estate then costly to ours; 
but what God will, shalbe.

From hcncc, I see litle better fruict to be attendid of theis troublesome begynninges. 
The inclination of the greatest part of Haynault and Arloys towardes the French hath 
brought us to the point of dangerous division, and the remedy in manner desperat. The 
Prince went on thursday night last to Bruxells, authorysed by the States to treate with 
the french deputies, who arryvid there the night before. It seemeth the States are 
resolved to proceed with him in some one sort, and to give him satisfaction. I pray God 
myne expectation of the success deceave me.

I hâve remembred Your Ilonour to Mr Fremyn, who doth most humbly thank you : 
what he hath done touching your bookes, Your Honour shall understand from him- 
self.

I use not many ceremonyes with Your Honour, though I bee asmuch at your dévo
tion as any man you bave. Thus in hast I most humbly tak my leave.

Andwarp, the xjlh of may.
Postscript. Your Honour shall do well to direct such gentlemen of our nation as are 

bending hitherwardes, for unless lhey corne provided as Mr Candish hath not done (for 
I bave bene driven to interpose my credit here for somme mony for him), lhey will find 
a cold Wellcome. They hâve here great forces uppon their charg, and as yet the meanes 
very rawe to enterteign them. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. a.)

MMMCMVII.
Don Bernardino de Mendoça d Alonzo de Curiel.

(L ondres, H  mai 1578.)

Il importe de ne laisser pénétrer aucun étranger à Gravelines. — Prochain départ de la reine
pour Greenwich.

A los 5 deste escribi a V. M. con Geronimo Gondi, y ansimesmo a Mos. de la Mota, 
sobre el parlicular que V. M. veria por la mia, sobre el cual le torno ansimesmo avisar, 
y que es necesario que tenga cuenta del no dejar enlrar en aquella plaza extranjero nin-
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guno que no sea muy conocido y asegurado. V. M. se la mande encaminar eon persona 
segura y me avise del recibo desla, que de aqui no ocurre por agora de quedalle mas 
del liaber ido esla a caza eslos dias, entiendese que volvera a Granuche la vispera de 
Pascua. (Coleccion de Documentes ineditos, t. LI, p. \ 65.)

MMMCMVI1I.
William Davison à Henri Killigrew.

(Vers le -12 mai 1o"8.)

Suile des négociations avec le duc d’Alençon. — Entrée des troupes françaises dans le pays. —
Nouvelles diverses.

Sir, Though this bearer came to me at a very unseasonable hower for my letter, fin- 
ding me oliierwise overcbarged with busines, yct would I not let him returne empty 
handed towardes you. We are lieere half distracted with our french traffique, now in 
some l)kely termes ol eoncluding. The Dukcs comissioners arryved at Bruxells are 
there meit by the Prince and otliers autborised from the States to treate with them 
uppon the conditions : wbat end il will lake is yet in expectation. The matter in the 
meane tymc is so forward on lhe part of the French as 4 or 8,000 harquebusiers of 
their troupe are allready cntered the country, lhe rest following à la fille. Yow can 
easely gess what effect this action is Iyke to bring fourth with lhe tyme. Th’onnemy 
lieth yct about Phillipville, in liope to conslrayne it by famyne wilhin 6 or 7 dayes. 
W e look to iieare of th’arrivall of 5 or 4,000 reistres in Gueldres, besides the 900 of 
Schenkes allready entered. W e heare of a supply brought to th’ennemy by lhe Duke 
of Brunswick, but the nomber diversly reported. My Lord Selon is released of bis trou
bles at Bruges, and either gone or on termes of departing home to do as good offices 
there in this altered tyme and state of his country as he hath bene ready to do heerc. 
For other parlicularities, 1 leave you to this bearer. And so in hast take my leave.

Andwarpe, etc. (.Record office, Pap. o f Holland vol. 5.)
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MMMCM1X.
Mémoire de lord Burleigh.

(VERS LE 12 MAI 1S78?)

Déclarations qui devraient être faites par les ambassadeurs que la reine d’Angleterre enverra aux 
Pays-Bas. — Conduite à tenir vis-à-vis du prince d’Orangc. — Il faudra en même temps négocier 
avec don Juan et Mendoça. — Communications à adresser à l’empereur, au roi de France, au duc 
d’Alençon et aux princes d’Allemagne. — M. du Plessis aurait à traiter secrètement avec le roi de 
Navarre.

The waye that is to be taken by Her Majestie for the staye o f Mounsieurs entended 
enterprises to make him selfe master o f  the Lowe-Countries.

For the staie of the said enlerprise, Her Majestie is presentlie to sende over unto the 
States personnages of quallitie and sufficiencie to disswade thera from furder dealeinge 
with Monsieur and to assure them of présente assistance bothe of men and money in 
case Monsieur, uppon refusall of his offer, would joyne his forces with Don John againste 
them. And for that suche as are over muche inclyned to the ffr[ench] partie, may per- 
happes disswade the States from further dealeinge with Her Majestie, alleaginge that 
former promises, eilher th’ave not byn dewly and in ail pointes kepte, or the resolueions 
bave byn drawne to that length that the opportunetie of the time for the doinge of 
these thinges that might hâve byn for lheire defence hath byn loste : yet shalbe very 
meete that the sayde personnages (in case the States cannot be otherwise satisfied) shall 
offer to remaine hostages for the performaunce of such assistaunce as shalbe by them 
demaunded and yealded unto by Here Majestie. And for theire assurance it shalbe 
requisite thaï a convenient number of men be out of hande put in a readines and sente 
to the seaside to be transported over, if the case shall soe require. And, if upon the 
assurance the saide States shall not rest satisfied therewilh, but shall proceade in furder 
dealinges with Monsieur, then is Her Majestie to proteaste unto them that shee will 
not onlie joyne here forces with the Kinge of Spaine against them, but alsoe procure 
the Emperour and the princes of Germanie to concurre with her in ihis actions, as a 
matter that imporlelh them greailic to hâve Fraunce to rcaccave soe daungerous an 
incrase of greatnes, being soe neere a neighbore unto them and soe incompatible as it 
is. And to th’end nothinge be lefte undonne that may impeach Monsr' side intention, it 
shalbe meete that the said personnages should also repaire to Don Johen to conferre 
with him upon the matter, with whome il shalbe expedient to deale loundlie and sub-

Tgme X. 59
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staunciallie to reduce him to yeald to a pacification, layinge before hime the perills 
that are lykelie to ensue : otherwise (especiallie now that Mons' by the approche of lus 
forces to the frontières of the Low-Countries and the treatie that hath passed b[e]- 
twene him and the States doth plainlie manifest) to make himself a possessor of thal- 
countrie.

In the handling of this matter in such sorte as it may take good effecte, great care 
should be taken by the said parties that are to be sente to be thoronglie informed how 
the Prince is affected to this enlerprise of Monsieur; and, in case they shall finde him 
not inclyned that waie, lhen shall it be verie convenient for lhem to confeare with him 
how this matter may be dealte in, as before the treatie of peace be proceaded unto good 
effecte, Monsieur may be soe enterneyned by the States as that hee do not breake of to 
wyne witli Don John, whicli one the other side is like to be of greater daunger lhen 
bis goinge throughe witli the States.

Don Bernardine would also be dealte withall and mayde acquainted with this Here 
Majesties sendinge and advised to councde Don John to imbrace Ilere Majeslics 
médiation.

Furder it shalbe meete that Here Majestie send speciallie messengers to the Empe
reur, the French King and Mounsieur : to the French King and Mounsieur to let him 
know what Here Majestie heareth towehinge theire determinacion for the Low-Coun
tries, and, in case it be truethat they hâve anie such meaninge, lhen to let them under- 
stand, ffirst that Here Majestie thinketh it verie dishonnorable for them as a thinge 
not aggreeable with justice, to dispossesse a prince, theire neighboure, with whome 
they are in good amitié and leage, upon soe heard an advauntage as the contention 
belwen him and his subjectes, and that it were more honnorable for them, according to 
a motion latelie delivered to theire mother by Here Majestie’s ambassador resident 
theire, to concurre with her in procuringe sonie good pacification, whereunlo if they 
shall inclyne, she wilbe glade to joyne with them in that behalfe, being a matter 
aggreeable with justice and answerable to the amitié they professe they beare to the 
King of Spaine. Secondarilie that Here Majestie is soe interessed in the said countries 
and seeth it soe daungereouse to here state to suffer such alteracions of governemente 
there is given oute should be by them intended, as, rather then she will induer the sanie, 
shee will imploye to the uttermost such forces as God hath given here in the with- 
staundinge thereof. Lastlie that, besides here owne forces, she will procure both the 
Emprour and the princes of Gearmanie to joyne with her therin, whosc good inclyna- 
tion in that behaulfe she is righte well assured of. And, as towehinge ther sending to 
the Emprour, Her Majestie may mosl apllie use the service of the noble man that is 
to carrie unto him the Garter, whoe may both perswade the Emprour to procure the 
princes of Germanie to joyne with her in impeachinge the French, if they....... in theire
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intendeth enterprise, and alsoe in procuringe of some good pacification for the quie- 
tinge of those countries.

Yf Don John shall willfully contynue the prosecution of tlie warres, it shalbe also 
verie necessarie that Du Plessis be dispatched out of hand to the Kinge of INavarra with 
some comfortable message as well that he may serve for a counterpease in case the 
French should attempte anie thinge in Scotland to the disquiet of this reaime, as 
alsoe to impeache Monsieur by waie of diversion if that he should joyne with Don John.

For the accomplishment of this plotte, these thinges followinge are to be put in 
execution.

First apte personnes are to be chosen to be sente unto these princes, the number 
of men that are to be sent over to be aggreed upon, and alsoe the time and place of 
theire repire.

Notification is to be made to the Emprour of his élection into the felloshippe of the 
Garler, and some such person is to he appointed thereto, that may also make some 
overteuer in the other matter, and so feele his disposition that lhere upon the other 
person of qualitie that is to carrie the Garter, may repeire unto him, in case he shall 
finde the Emprour inclynable to deale effectuallie in the matter for the benefitte of the 
Lowe-Countries.

(British Museum, Galba, C. VII, n° 54.)

MMMCMX.
La reine d’Angleterre au duc Casimir.

(Wansted, 15 MAI 1578.)

Elle le soutiendra, espérant qu’il ne traitera point sans son assentiment.— Assemblée de Smalcade.

Très-cher et très-amé cousin, En ce qu’il vous a pieu à nostre requeste vous embar
quer en la défence du Païs-Bas, qui s’en va ruiner dése[s]peréemenl si vous n’y remé
diés en temps, et ce en volume de nous faire paroistre les effects de la très-sincère affec
tion que nous portés et au bien public que nous respectons le plus, vous pouvez bien 
penser nous avoir lant honorée et faict accroistre en nous l’affection que vous portons, 
que ne fauldrons recognoistre ung si singulier plaisir et bénéfice en tous temps et 
endroicts où nos moyens s’estendront pour le bien de votre honneur. Et afïîn qu’enten- 
diés qu’avons ung tel soing de vous et de vos actions, qu’apperlient à nostre honneur
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et vos vertus méritent, avons desjà donné ordre pour les vingt mil livres que demandez 
vous eslre fournies sur la place monstre, tellement que rien vous manquera en eest 
endroict mesmes au temps préfix et ordonné, vous asseurant au reste que ne vous 
abandonnerons jamais, ains assisterons et ayderons de tous nos faveurs et moyens de 
temps à aultre, si vivement et de si bonne sorte qu’en recevrez de nos déportements 
que tout contentement : vous priant aussi, oultre la célérité qu’en toutes telles actions 
est très-requise et nécessaire, vouloir avoir soing de nous et de nos affaires, et ne per
mettre que soyons traictée à la façon qu’on a marché avec vous en l’expédition dernière 
de Fraunce, mais que ne posiés les armes, ny entrés en traicté quelcunque de paix, 
sans préalablement avoir nostre advis et consentement, et qu’en tout ce que passera 
de jour à aultre soyons advertie comme de chose nous touchant de bien près, pour y 
donner tel ordre et conseil que jugerons avec vous agréable pour l’advancement dudict 
service. Quant à l’assemblée de Schmalcalde et l’envoye de quelques-ungs de nostre 
part pour s’y trouver et moyenner en nostre nom quelque résolution meilleure que 
ceux de la confession d’Ausbourg semblent avoir projectée, avons aussi donné ordre 
pour y envoyer nos députés, quoyque le temps est bien court, et mal aisément sçaur- 
royent-ils s’y trouver si tost, espérant que le soing qu’avons de l’advancement du bien 
de l’Église sera trouvé agréable, et nos députés bien receus et ouys, encores que leur 
arrivée tombera sur l’assemblée jà encommencée. Qui sera la fin de ccstes, après 
avoir prié Dieu qu'il vous ayt, très-cher et très-amé cousin, en sa très-saincte et digne 
garde.

Escript à Wansied,ce 15 de may 1578. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMCMXL
Instructions données à William Davison.

(Wansted, 13 MAI to78.)
Sommes à remettre au duc Casimir qui sera considéré comme anglais. — Motifs qui doivent engager 

les États à suspendre leurs négociations avec le duc d’Alençon. — Les frais de cet envoi d’argent 
seront supportés par les États.

A direction for William Davison, esquier, to be observed by him in and about 
the deliverie of 20,000 £ to the States, the i  5 of may 4578, at Wanstede.

That youe make not delivery of the twentie thousande to the States before youe hâve 
receaved from them theire bonde for lier Majesties assurance, in suehe maner and
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forme as by the coppie sent herewith youe maye see; as also that repayaient be 
made therof of the first money that shalbe taken up by vertue of the Queen’s Majesties 
bondes.

That the same money be imployed for the paye of Duke Casimirs soldiers at the 
place of theire general! musters, and be forthwith sent for that purpose, eyther to 
Coloigne or to some other place therabout, to be delivered by the xxiiij,h of this pré
sent, or sooner if by any possibilitie it maye, to Isac Lewenhart,comissioner and deputie 
to the said Duke Casimir for ail his dealinges, whome the saide Duke hatli deputed for 
that purpose, as by his letters hither written appearethe.

And, because the forces which the saide Duke Casimir bringeth are in lieu of Her 
Majesties, and his voyage undertaken at Her Highnes request, that they enter into no 
treatie of peace, surceanee of armes or other capitulation whatsoever of and eoncer- 
ninge that warre, without his advise and consent. And that as Her Majesties lieutenant 
he beaccepted, receaved and used aceordingeto the tenourof the first article,eoneluded 
and agreed uppon betweene Her Majestie and the Marquis of Haverech in the nameof 
the States, at his first beinge heere, touchinge power to be sent over from hence, as if 
his forces were english, and he himself of the nobilitie of Englande.

That in the meane tyme they forbeare to proceede in any further dealinges with 
Monsieur d’Anjowe, the Frenehe Kinges brother, or any other for the same causes untill 
Her Majesties ministers maye corne thither, whome shemeanethe to sende thither with 
ail expédition.

That, accordinge to the saide treatie betweene Her Majestie and the Marquis, and the 
articles then eoneluded and agreed betweene Her Highnes and him in the States name, 
touchinge mutuall amitié between Her Majestie and the States, they observe and keepe 
the said articles and every of them as really and fully as they were then intended and 
ment.

That they défrayé the charges of the bearer for the transportation of the saide summe 
of money bothe comminge and goinge and taryinge thereabout the same busines, and 
ail other costes expended about the same, accordinge to the note he shall deliver youe 
of the charges; or, yf he shall finde them unwillinge therto to make readie payment, 
that then the same somme maye be added to the principali debt *.

(Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. ô.)
* Dans les instructions données à Davison, il est un article qui offense vivement le duc d’Alençon, 

c’est celui en vertu duquel on exige • qu’il se prive du tiltre de défenseur de la liberté belgicque 
» contre la tirannie espagnole... Monseigneur ne peult aucunement se départir dudict tiltre, veu les 
b commodités qu’il apporte à ceste patrie. » (Archives d'Ypres.)
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MMMCMXIL
Walsingharn à William Davison.

(L ondres, 46 mai 1378.)

Argent à remettre au duc Casimir, sans que rien en soit détourné par les États. — Indication des 
villes dont la garantie est exigée. — Prochain envoi de Cobham et de Walsingham comme ambassa
deurs. — Walsingham voudrait ne pas être chargé de cette mission.

Sir, Her Majestie liathe ben pleased, at lhe request of lhe States and Duke Casimir, 
lo furnishe them with the 20,000u they desired, and order is given for the transporta
tion of lhe same to Mr Saltonslon wiih as convenient expédition as winde and wealher 
will yelde. The money is to be delivered unto youe, and from youe to be delivered lo 
the States, accordinge to suche direction as youe shall receave from the Lordes of Her 
Majesties counsell, by Mr Saltonslon, a eoppie wlierof 1 I sende youe by this bearer, 
who is with ail diligence to go to Casimir with letters from Her Majestie, signifinge

1 Certeyn artycles to be performed by the States for sooche sommes o f money as shall be
by them borroiued.

Imprimis, that the States shall geve bothe ther generali bonde and the pertyculer bondes of the 
townes underwrytten (Brussells, Bridges, Gawnt, Dunkerke, Neuport), in sooche dewe foorme as in lyke 
cases is usuall, for the repayment of sooche some or sommes as shall be by them borrowed.

Item, they shall make payment of the seyd somme at sooche place wher they shall receyve the 
same, and at sooche tyme as shall be mentyoned and agrced on in the seyd bonde.

Item, that, receyving the seyd somme by weyght in bullyon, they shall make repayement therof in 
bullyon of lyke weyght and fynnesse.

Bequestes delyvered unto Monsieur Swevingham lo be preferred by him to the States.
Imprimis, Her Majestie desycrethe that, accordyng to the treatyes, sooche her rebells and fugytyves 

(whos names shall be delyvered unto the seyd Swevingham) as are retyred into thos contreys, may be 
eyther delyvered into her handes or banished owt of the seyd contreys.

Item, to ratefye with promyse inviolabley to observe sooche awntyent entrecoorses and treatyes 
as hâve passed betwene this towne and the seyd contryes.

Item, to take order with the Prince of Orang and the States of Holland and Zelland that neyther 
Her Majesties subjectes, nor the subjectes of any other prince trading into this reaime in the waye 
of merchandyce shall be any waye molested or interrupted in ther fre coorse of traffyque by sooche 
as serve on the seas under the seyd Prynces lycense. (Becord office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 3.)
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unto him the care she hathe thaï ail thinges shoulde go as he desireth, seinge he hathe 
ben content at lier requesl to take the voyge uppon him. And to the end youe shoulde 
he the better acquaynted with Her Majesties intention that waye, I hâve sent youe with 
these a coppie of her letter to him. And for that the saide Duke’s requestis that he maye 
hâve the whole some delivered to him, promisinge Her Majestie to be answerable for 
the same, youe shall do well to deale with the States lherin accordingly, that in case 
they make any difficultie of it, youe maye signifie unto them it is Her Majesties plea- 
sure it shoulde be so for the better furtherance of theire service and contentment of 
that prince, whose desires she woulde by ail meanes bave satisfied, consideringe his 
dévotion towardes Her Majestie, and that he seekethe nothinge but the advancement of 
theire weale. And, in case they shall reply thaï there wilbe in the whole somme an over 
plus, amountinge to more then his leives corne to, if they thincke good they may add 
to his companies of footmen suche of our nation there as he will well lykeof, and maye 
save theire charges otherwayes, and howsoever, that they use ail possible expédition 
for the conveiinge of the saide somme unto him to suche place and against suche tyme 
as he hathe appoynted, wherof, as Her Majestie hathe had a great care her self, so it shall 
behove them to hâve no lesse, consideringe Her Majestie makethe accoumptof them as of 
her owne forces, and woulde hâve them used in ail respectes as her owne people. Nowe 
for the assurance youe are to take of them for the money in Her Majesties behalf, 1 
hâve sent youe herewith a forme of an obligation generali which they are to make over 
to youe for Her Majesties use, and accordinge to the same other perticuler obligations 
of particuler townes, at such tyme as youe shall demaunde them, uppon signification 
made by youe of the names of the townes which Her Highnes requireth to hâve bound 
for the same. The names I thought good to insert here, because they were omitted in 
the direction from my Lordes,and they are these : the cite of Bruxells in Brabant, Gant, 
Br uges, Dunkerke, Newport in Flanders and Middelbourgh in Zelande. The wordes of 
the generali obligation do leade youe to the tyme they must be delivered into your 
handes; youe bave to see that youe slacke not to call uppon them for them.

i did of late, as I remembre, recommende unto youe the sute of one Cox. The Mar
quis is sufficiently acquaynted with the equitie of it : his demande is reasonable, requi- 
ringe but only surties. I promised him he shoulde be satisfied to his contentment 
within eyghten dayes. If he and other be delayed in suche sort in theire reasonable 
demandes there, justice cannot be denied them here. I praye youe therefore be instant 
with the Marquis, and do your best that he maye be satisfied wilhout further délayé.

And so I leave youe to the grâce of God.
From my house in London, the 16 of may 1578.
Sir, Her Majesties plesure is that you shoold bave a pryncypall care that no parte of 

the monney presently sent be detayned by the States, but the whole or the juste valewe
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seul to Cullen. And for any controversye that may ryse betwen the States and the seyd 
Duke abowt the seyd somme, you sbail move them to refer the same to Her Majesties 
decysyon as an indyfferent arbitrator betwen them bothe, but in any case to sende the 
money.

The Marquis promysed me that ther shoold be some order taken for the contente
ment of Coxe, wherin I wyshe the more care taken, for that M' Vyee-Chamberlyn is 
verry earnest in the matter, for that the seyd Coxes brother servethe him in place of 
secretarye.

Her Majestye contynewethe ber dysposytyon to hâve the Lord Warden and me to 
come over. For myselfe, I am moved uppon verry great cause to seeke to ryd my 
handes from the vyage.

1 praye you tell the Prynee that, according to his advyce and request, Her Majestye 
meanethe to sende eerteyn well chosen persons to the assembly of Smalcaldye.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMCMXIII.
IValsingham à William Davison.

(16 MAI 1578.)

Envoi des sommes promises.

Sir, 1 hâve dispatched by this bearer, who hathe by order from Her Majestie the 
transportation of the 20,000“ promised and to be conveyed to Duke Casimir, a coppie 
of a bonde which the States are to give from themselves for Her Mejesties assurance, 
and moreover a direction from My Lordes, signed with some of theire handes, in what 
sort youe hâve to deale for the delivery of the saide somme to the States, for at your 
handes they are to receave it, and uppon suche conditions as are there set downe unto 
youe. I hâve diseoursed more at large of the same matter in my other, which I hâve 
dispatched by post, with a duplicate of bothe these pièces and other poyntes necessary 
for your instruction in that behalf. And therefore I make these the shorter, so leavinge 
youe to the grâce of God.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)
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MMMCMXIV.
Walsingham à William Davison.

(Londres, 16 mai 1o78.)

Éloge de Leighton. — On se plaint du mauvais accueil qui, aux Pays-Bas, est fait aux Anglais, et l’on 
accuse le prince d’Orangc d’ctre favorable à la l'rance. — 11 serait désirable que le duc Casimir 
prit à sa solde des Anglais plutôt que des Suisses. — Envoi d’un agent du prince d’Orange à Paris. 
— Éloge de Christophe llallon.

Sir, Your letter of tlie xj,h of this présent, with the full awnswer to sooche perly- 
culer poyntes as wer conteyned in my last letters I hâve receyved, and doe rest satys- 
fyced therwith untyll sooche tyme as by approved and unsusspecied testymonye the sayd 
pertycularytyes shall be avoued and maynteyned as trewe. ] am towching this matter 
only to let you nnderslande that with the partye whom you susspect to be your accuser, 
I never had speeche with him towching any sooche matter. The gentleman hathe 
alwayse carryed the reputatyon to be lionest and relygyowse, and therfor woold be 
sorrye that he sltoold be your accuser, whos testymonye I dare assure you earryethe 
weyght emongest the bettcr sorte of this Coorte. I woold to God therfor that the pyke 
betwen you were well compownded, wherin I woold be glad to imploye myselfe, yf I 
were made acquaynted with your greaves.

1 am sorry Mr Cavendyshe came over no better provyded, or rather that he came 
over at ail, consydering ther is no great accompt made of owre natyon, and that they 
desyre rather ther staye here then lheyr repayrc over : which inakethe some to mys- 
truste that the same proceadethe of a dysposytyon they hâve to imbrace the Frenche. 
The favor they receyve front hence fwhat soever accompt they make of yt), deservethe 
a more kynde requitaule. The Prinee (thowghe I hope yt be not trewe) is charged by 
somme not to be the best inclyned to interteyne any of owr natyon : which confir- 
ntelhe an opynion conceyved that he is inclyned to Fraunee. Yt were well he were in 
some good sorte warned therof. And, as in my other letters I wryte unto you for the 
avoydyng of this myslykc, I woold ther coold be some waye fownde that owre natyon 
myght serve under Duke Cassemyre, to supplye the Swyssers roome, whoe, as I am 
informed, are not to be drawen to this scrvyce. 1 praye you confer with Mr Argenlyewe 
about this matter, howe lhe same in some good sorte may be browght to passe; for 1 
sec great inconvenyence lyke lo ensue by the rejectyng of owre natyon, and therfor 
wyshe some good and seasonable remedye wcrc dcvyscd for the helpe therof.

Marleraye, sent lately into Fraunee by the Prince, dyd not vyset owre imbassator,
Tome X. 60
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as heretofore ordynaryly Le hathe don ; and yet dyd he remayn in Paris x dayes, wherat 
he doothe greatly mervayle, espetyally uppon tlie brekyng owt of Monsieurs intentyon 
to be a dealer in the Lowe-Cuntryes, which breadethe some jealowsye in owre imbas- 
sator that the Prince shoold somewhat inclyne that waye. In tliis tyme so full of 
jealowsyes ail occasyons that myght nourrishe so dayngerowse a humore were well 
avoyded, espetyally that may drawe us to be jealowse of him of wbom we woold be 
gladd to contynewe a sownde and synceare an opynion.

I am informed that lher are harde speechis geven owt ageynst Mr Vyce-Chamberlyn by 
men of the best cowntenaunce ther, as over myche inclyned to Spayne, wherin I doe 
a ssure you the gentleman receyvethe great wronge ; for of my owne knowlege I knowe 
that he most earneslly hathe dealte most effectually with Her Majestye in furtheraunce 
of the States, withowt whos medyatyon thinges, I knowe, had not taken that effect that 
they doe. And therfor yt were well that sooche lyke speeches were suppressed; for, 
being so interresied as he is in Her Majesties favor, yt were more pollecye to make of 
an enemy a frende then to make him of a frende an ennemye.

The desyre I hâve that ail thinges shoold doe well, makethe me more large then my 
leysure coold well afoorde. God kepe you.

At London, thexvj‘h of maye 1578.
I praye you in the generali letter you make no mentyon of the joynyng of the 

ynglyshe bandes unto Cassemire as an advyce growing from me.
This bearer l wyshe shoold receyve from the Prince some good woordes, as one 

that makethe honorable reporte of him and is greatly devoted towardes him.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMCMXV.
Mémoire adressé par Davison aux États-généraux.

(Anvers, 17 mai 4578.)

Il les engage à s’entendre avec le duc Casimir.

(Arch. de Simancas.)
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MMMCMXVI.
Obligation des Etats-généraux.

(Anvers, 17 mai 1578.)

Les Etats-généraux s’engagent à rembourser, à Londres, dans le délai de six mois, la somme de vingt 
mille livres sterling que la reine d’Angleterre a fait payer pour leur compte par Christophe 
Hoddesdon au fondé de pouvoirs du duc palatin Casimir

(Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles, Reg. des États-généraux, fol. 41.)

MMMCMXV1I.
Le comte de Leicester à William Davison.

(17 MAI 1578.)

Recommandation en faveur de Roger Williams.

Mr Davison, I had forgolten in my other letters to request your favour towardes 
Roger Willyams. I undrestand you hâve conceyved some harde opinion of him; but, yf 
the matter be not the greater, I harlyly pray you let me intreat you that the valour 
of the man, who is indeede a very good souldiour, may overway with you the pryvat 
offence, and that you will at my request bothe remitt it and deale in his favour, bothe 
with the Prince and others, as you maye. I doubt not but you shall fynde hereafter of 
his parte the frendshippe you shall shewe him well bestowed, and I will hartily thancke 
you for it. So fare ye hartily well.

This xvu,h of maye 1578.
My leysur wyll not serve to hâve wrytten myself more at large to you.

(.Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)

‘ La quittance du duc Casimir est au Record office; elle porte la date du 4 mai 1878.
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MMMCMXVIII.

William Davison à Walsingham.
(Anvers, 17 mai 1578.)

Conférence avec le prince d’Orange qui a déclaré qu’on ne peut suspendre les négociations 
avec le duc d’Alençon. — Propositions du duc d’Alençon. — Nouvelles diverses.

Sir, I receyvid yeslerday Your Honours lelters of the vj,h of tliis présent by Mr York, 
and this morning others of the xjth by my man, and, thongh both th’oneand other came 
as it seemes to late to thwart the french négociation, which this day or lo morrow is to 
be concittded, yet did I according to Your Honours direction address myself to the 
Prince (who returned but yesterday morning front Bruxells) to effeci what I could in 
tliat behaulf. At the first entry, he lold me that this traflîcque with tiie Duke was so 
farr forward as it could not now be ealled back, which I seeming greatly tocondentpne, 
lie excused the matter partly with the necessily of their estate, comparing them selves to 
a body in extremity that could not suffer a lingcring remcdy, partly to the length and 
success of their négociation with Her Majestie, and partly to t’extreme and desperat 
condition of the tyme, having on th’one syde to resist the force of a King of Spayne 
resolute to go thorough with this warr to the last man, and on th’olher syde to content 
the French, who in this treatie do put them to their choice, whether they would make 
them freendes or enemyes. So as the matter standing thus, he asked me what they 
should do, being not able to subsist of them selves and bcing in manner abandoned 
of ail their neighbours, for of th’Empyre they attend nothing, and of Her Majestie they 
find themselves unassured. I told him that it behoved them greatly in this action to 
look well about them, and the more bycause this trafficq, not without great danger in 
their owne respectes, would besides not a litle alter and distast ail their good frendes, 
and especially Her Majestie, who, I was sure, could not take it well, if there were no 
more in it, but that they proceeded to a conclusion without hcr assent, which their owne 
promys bound them to attend in that behaulf. He aunswcred me that they hoped their 
conclusion should be such as neither Her Majestie, nor any other of their neighbours 
should hâve occasion to dyslyke, and for their hast it was no greater then their neces- 
sity urged, being howerly pressed by the Dukes comissioners (of whome de Rochepot 
and Moundoucet, an associate unto them, are in this towne) in respect of the great charge 
their master is at with ih’enierteignment of his forces, besides that it was, as he said, so 
long since Her Majestie had knowlege herof, both by the Marquis and by me, as she
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might er this hâve vouchesafed them some aunswer. I told him that he might perceave 
by thaï I hâve delivered unto him what tast Her Majestie had therof. He aunswered me 
that the commissioners did prétend to hâve Her Majesties assent and good lyking to 
shew by her late letter to their master, which they offered to produce; but I told him I 
would no way beleve it till I saw it. In  fine, I asked him whether they would suspend 
their resolution or no, till they heard further from Her Majestie. He assured me that 
the States had promised to give their finall aunswer this day or to morrow, and ther- 
fore could not so long delayit. « Then, quoth 1, God send it good specde and better 
» issue then 1 looke for! » — « Yow may be assured, quoth he, it shalbe as litle pre- 
» judiciali as may be to the welfare of our country or service ofHer Majestie. » I asked 
him what assuraunce they had therof : he aunswered me the woord and faith of a prince : 
a weak hold, as I told him, coming from that race. He confessed it (o he true, but in 
this action they were constrayned to put it in a tryall. I desired to know of him what 
safetie they could hâve in possessing the French of some of their best frontière townes, 
and by that meanes to give him enlry into the hearl of their country. As touching the 
lownes, he aunswered me that of two evills they thought it wisdome to chose the less, 
meaning therby that it were fitter to deliver him two townes then suffer him to sease 
uppon the whole province of Haynault, which seemed generally inclyned to revoit unto 
him, if the States did not go thorough with him. 1 saw not, as I told him, how the dain- 
ger was diverted, or rather how it was not to be enereased by the delivery of townes 
into bis bandes. He aunswered me that wlieare without some conclusion with him, he 
would hâve entered into the hart of their country, by agreing with him they hoped to 
divert him into Burgundy or elswheare : a thing him self had offered. « But what if thés 
» forces of his do joigne with th’ennemy, with whome (quoth I) he may bave inteli- 
» gence? » He sayd he might put their State in hazard, but no further fourth then he 
might do without a capitulation with thés Generall-Estates. I asked why his forces, 
having once footing sure on the frontier-provinces, might not enter by the way of Hay
nault, and his brothers forces, levied under a coullour of pursewing and withdrawing 
him, enter by Graveling, and th’ennemy on ih’other syde of the country, ail destined 
for their overronning. He aunswered it might be so, but he had better opinion of the 
Dukes negotiation. In somme, I desired to besatisfied in the particularities of his offers 
and demaundes, which, as His Excellence told me, were principally their : that he 
would serve the States with 10,000 foolemen and 2,000 horse for two monethes at his 
owne charge; that he was content to employ him self wheare and in what parle they 
would; that he was content to be eommaunded of them or of the Count Bossu or any 
other they would appoint, reserving the Archduke, under whom he would in no degree 
be subject; that he would not give over tb'action till be had expulsed th’ennemy and 
made an end of the troubles. Theis offers perfourmed, he looked to be aul Cœsar aut
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nihil, if they did change their master (a thing wherunlo they seeme here resolutely 
inclyned, or at the hast to change their estate and fourme of governement). Howbeit 
lie graunteth (hem three monethes tyme afler ih’execution of theis offers to advise and 
determyn in that behaulf. Yet, to be assured that he shall not lose ail his labour, he 
demaundeth three of four townes, of which Landrechies and Quesnoy are lyke to be 
aecorded him, though of th’one, I meane Quesnoy, he be allready assured, the Baron 
d’Aubigny having received a company or two of French into the same, which with his 
owne faction, no less french, are masters of the place. This day or to morrow, the 
matter is lyke to grow to a point, how happely or unluekely must appeare by the success *.

They hâve here advise of the comming dovvne of 15,000 Italians and Spanyard 
allready uppon the way oui of Italy, the diverting or dcfeate of whome it is thought 
the Duke will take uppon him. They are likewise advised of the dispatch of Monsieur 
de Billy from the Court of Spayne with a full resolution for the proscquuting of this 
warr with th’utiermost rigour and extremity : which doth make them the more forward 
here in this french négociation, and the more resolute to change either master or state : 
a thing wherunto they do now generally incline. Phillipville doth yet hold out, though 
in some distress. The Count Bossu, with the greatest part of the garrison of Bruxells 
and Maehlen, hath made an exployt uppon two bouses of slrength, kept by th’ennemy 
and of annoyaunce to the States, lieng uppon certein passages betwene Bruxells and 
Lovain : th’one he hath rased, and put the défendantes to the sword; the other he tok 
to composition, and put therinto a garrison of French. At Harentalls wras hanged this 
week one Hickmot, borne at Sevenock in Kent, sent for a spye by My Lord of Weslmor- 
land, and one Shotton with letters to practise with certein of the company of Captein 
Bisschop for betrayeng of that place. Two of the souldiers are apprehended and in 
dainger to speede as th’other.

La Motte attendeth 5,000 footemcn and 600 horse to be sent him by Don John, 
wherwith to kepe the States play in the west part of Flaunders.

Of other matter lhere doth occurr litle since my last, and therfore, forbearing any 
further herin to trouble Your Honours, I most humbly take my leavc.

Andwarpe, (he x v i J th of may 1578.
(Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 3.)

1 Les États du Hainaut insistaient vivement pour que l’on traitât avec le duc d’Alençon. Ils 
exposaient combien il était puissant et que son influence, si considérable en France, s’étendait à la 
plupart des pays de l’Europe. Il était le seul qui eût pu empêcher Henri III de se déclarer avec les 
Guise contre les États ; et déjà il avait réuni sur les frontières des forces importantes : « Les Franchois 
» se vantent, porte un avis du temps, d’entrer soit pour ami ou ennemi ».
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MMMCMXIX.

Walsingham à William Davison.
( G r e e n w i c h ,  18 m a i  1578 . )

Avis importants reçus de France. — Prochain départ de Cobham et de Walsingham. — II importe 
de surseoir en ce moment à toute négociation avec les Français.

Sir, Since my last dispatche made unto youe, which vas the 16 of ihis présent, 1 
received a packet out of France, with some part wherof I thought good to acquaynt 
youe for the furtherance of your présent service lhere; and therefore liave sent youe 
tliis inclosed, which I woulde hâve youe use in suche sort, as lhat it maye not be made 
knosven to others by what meanes youe bave corne by suehe intelligence, I meane, so 
particnlarly front point to point as by the inclosed youe shalbe instrueted. As youe finde 
by the same, who are the persons that corne to playe uppon this stage, so youe shalbe 
more able to conjecture with case, what Itope there maye be conceaved of theire action 
and what event it will turne unto, whethcr tragicall or eomicall. I hâve, besides this 
letter, receaved an other, wherby I am given to understand that d’Albene givethe forthe 
that Queen-molher will do what she can to diswade ber sonne front this voyage and to 
conte to the Court. W hether this be a maske to cover theire counterfaict dealinge with 
ail or a purpose meant in sinceritie, they hâve to consider w'honte it maye most 
concerne. Yt maye be she meanethe so, and then, prevailinge in her purpose, as it 
is not unlyke, it will easily appeare to howe slender and weake an upholder they hâve 
leaned, which so sone quaylethe and givethe over. They hâve a goodly president freshe 
before their eyes don at Montes, in which matter she her self was as forwarde, yea, 
and more earnest then her sonne is or maye be in this; and, when she had brought the 
birdes to the brimme of the pitfall, there she left them, makinge besides a false trayne 
to snare them aswell by the enemy as her owne people, by meanes wherof they came 
to that overthrow’e and evill successe which we may easily remember.

The comminge over of My Lord Cobham and my self is now eoncluded; it wilbe not 
many dayes before we be dispatched. In the meane season youe knowe howe youe hâve 
to deale, and I doubt not but youe will labor V'hat youe can to keepe matters as uprigiit 
as youe maye, untill we shall furlher and more fully debate with them in lier Majestie’s 
name uppon the state of those contrye affaires. With these fewe I leave youe, com- 
miltinge youe to the grâce of God.

From the Court at Grenwich, the 18 of may 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)
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MMMCMXX.
William Davison à Walsingham.

(Anvers, 18 mai 1578.)

Manœuvres du duc d’Alençon pour éloigner l'archiduc Mathias. — Expulsion des Jésuites
et des Frères Mineurs.

Sir, Your Honotir might uudersland by thaï I wrote yesterday how farr fourth the 
french négociation was proeeeded, which this day at xj of the clock was not determyned. 
The difficulty wheron they cheifly stick, is in respect of the Archduke, of whome the 
Duke d’Alençon will no sort agréé to be eomaunded, the pretence of this exception 
being to supplant bis authority, that he may the rallier enter into his place. If il happen 
to succeede according to his hope, I pray God both they and \ve rew not th’exchange. 
What is further done, I shall know in th’evening. In the meane tyme 1 would not let 
slipp this messenger empty handed.

The Jésuites here are this morning expulsed ihe towne, and to morrow the Friers- 
Mineurs are lyke to follow them, th’one and other for refusing to take such an othe as 
the rest of the clergy hâve done by order from the States : a good begyning to that 
woork which I hope God will bring to perfection here with the tyme.

The présent tyme offereth litle els to impart with Your Honour, of whom I most 
liumbly take my leave.

Andwarpe, the xviij"1 of may, 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCMXXI.
Le duc Casimir à William Davison.

(Kàisersrautern, 18 MAI 1578.)

Il a chargé Pierre Dathenus d’insister pour que la reine d’Angleterre remplisse ses promesses.

Monsieur l’Ambassadeur, M’asseurant, que serez amplement adverty de la résolution 
que j ’ay prinse, suyvant les remonstrances de la Royne d’Angleterre et la réquisition
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des Estats du Pays-Bas souventefoys réittérée, je vous prieray seullement par ce petit 
mot, de vouloir tenir la bonne main, affin que ce qu’il a pieu à Sa Majesté promectre 
pour effectuer ce qui ha esté résolu, soit sans aulcune faillie envoyé à la place monstre, 
pour causes très-pregnantes, lesquelles entenderez plus particulièrement par le porteur 
de ceste, Petrus Dathenus, mon conseillier et serviteur, auquel de ma part vous 
adjousterez foy, d’autant qu’à luy je me fie. En quoy faisant, ferez office d’homme de 
bien, agréable à Dieu et à Sa dite Majesté, et utile au bien public, lequel seray tous- 
jours prest à recognoistre, quand les occasions se présenteront. Où sera l’endroit que je 
prieray l’Ëternel, Monseigneur l’ambassadeur, qu’il luy plaise vous donner, en santé, 
vie heureuse et longue.

De Lauttern, le 18me de may 1578. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMCMXXI1.
Proposition de Davison aux États-généraux.

(20 MAI 4578.)

Conditions du prêt fait par la reine d’Angleterre.

Sommaire des articles proposés aux Seigneurs des Estats-Génèraulx du Pays-Bas 
au nom et de la part de la Sérénissime Royne d’Angleterre, par le sieur Davidson, 
ambassadeur résident et ordinaire èsdict pays, le xx‘ de may 4578.
4. Qu’il plaise à mesdicts Seigneurs des Estats faire tenir audict ambassadeur leur 

obligation en forme du project qu’il leur a communicqué pour les vingt mille livres 
sterlings que Sadicte Majesté leur a maintenant envoyée, comme aussy de se contenter 
que ladicte somme de vingt mille livres sterlings soyent remboursées des deniers quy 
seront les premiers levés sur les obligations de Sa Majesté, sur lesquelles son commis
saire Gilpin besoingne maintenant en Allemaigne.

2. Que ladicte somme soit employée pour le payement du sieur Ducq Casimir et 
de ses forces et consigné entre ses mains pour faire d’aultant plus advancher et haster 
les forces dudict seigneur Ducq.

5. Que lesdicts Seigneurs des Estats s’obligeront de n’entrer en traicté ou communi
cation de paix, surcéance d’armes ou aultre capitulation quelconcque touchant ceste 
guerre, sans le consentement et advis dudict seigneur Ducq, comme aussy en tous

T ome X . 61
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aultres respects ils l’accepteront et traicteront comme s’il estoit prince anglois lieute
nant de Sa Majesté, et ses forces subiects et vassaulx de Sadicte Majesté, et nommé
ment en celluy poinct arresté et conclu entre Sa Majesté et le seigneur Marquis au nom 
desdicts Seigneurs des Estats, quy commenche : Prœfectus et generalis militum transmit
tendorum, etc. Et ce d’aultant plus que ledict seigneur Dueq s’est embarcqué en ceste 
guerre, principallement à l’instance de Sadicte Majesté.

4. Que lesdicts Seigneurs des Estats se déporteront de procéder plus avant en la 
négociation commenchée avecq Monseigneur le Ducq d’Alençon ou aulcuns ses 
ministres ou députés, jusques à la venue de quelques seigneurs de qualité que 
Sa Majesté a délibéré de brief envoyer par deçà.

6. Que lesdicts Seigneurs des Estats maintiendront et garderont réellement et de 
faict tous les articles concernans l’amitié et bonne correspondence entre Sa Majesté et 
eulx, qu’ont esté couchés par escript en la capitulation faicte et arrestée entre 
Sadicte Majesté et Monseigneur le Marquis susdict au nom desdicts Seigneurs des Estats.

6. Aussy qu’ils feront délivrer audict ambassadeur, quand il le demandera, les obli
gations des villes particulières telles qu’il nommera pour la plus grande asseurance de Sa 
Majesté, tant pour ces vingt mille livres présentement envoyées comme pour toutes telles 
aultres sommes qu’ils ont desjà receu et recepvront cy-après en vertu du contract susdict.

7. Finalement que lesdicts Seigneurs des Estats défrayeront et rembourseront les 
deniers quy seront employés pour la transportation de ladicte somme d’argent à celluy 
quy en a la charge; au moings, s’ils ne le peulvent bonnement faire pour le présent, ils 
l’adjousteront à la debte principale et le rembourseront quant et icelle.

(Archives de la Haye, Reg. d’Angleterre, fol. 114; Archives de Simancas,
Lcg. 831, fol. 221.)

MMMCMXXIII.
William Davison à Walsingham et à Wilson.

( A n v e r s ,  21 m a i  1378.)

Les députés du duc d’Alençon ont quitté Anvers. — Part qu’a prise l’abbé de Sainte-Gertrude à la 
rupture des négociations. — Points sur lesquels ont porté le dissentiment. — Escarmouches. — 
Arrestation de Frères Mineurs à Bruges et à Gand. — Nouvelles diverses. — Ajournement des 
négociations avec le duc d’Alençon. — Prise de Philippeville.

VV'hen I laste wrote unto Your Honours, I was in inanner hopeles of doinge any 
good in divertinge or stoppinge the course of the french négociation here, thoughe
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since the matter hâve succeaded more agreably. There comissioners departid yester- 
night in a heale without concludinge any thinge at ail, their obstinaeye in some of 
their demaundes beinge in parte the cause, and advauncinge not a litle my travaile 
taken with divers of the beste, in purpose, if not utterlye to breake the necke of that 
trafficque as a thinge insufferable for us, at the leaste to hinder and délayé it as longe 
as I might : wherin, partely at myne instigation, parlly of his owne good disposition, no 
man in iliis state liath done better offices then th’Abbott of S‘-Gertruyd, my verye good 
frende. The pointes wherin they hare specially differed, were partely about th’assu- 
rance, partelye about an article concerninge Her Majestie, but chiefly in respecte of 
the comaundement and aulhoritie which the Duke affectid. For assurance, wheare the 
comissioners desired at the leaste four townes, namelye, or Landrechies, Quesnoy, 
Avesnes and Bouchain, or in steade of the later Condé, ali places of good importance, 
the States stoode upon the offer of the two firste, with Phillipville, if they coulde succor 
and recover it, which was refused, thoughe it be thought that one towne shoulde hâve 
broken no square betwene them, if they coulde hâve agreed upon the reste. The 
seconde, touchinge Her Majestie, was that the Duke shoulde be bounde to enterteigne 
th’amitye with Her Majestie and in no sorte to attempte or suffer to be attempted either 
by himself or the King his brother any thinge against Her Highnes, or tendinge to the 
préjudice of the amytie and alliance betwene Her Majestie and theis countries, provi- 
dinge therin especially that, if he shoulde faile in that behaulf, ail other their contractes 
and capitulations with him shoulde cease and be of no force or effecte. But, thoughe 
the comissioners stocke a while at this condition, yet did they in fine accorde it, so 
farrefourlhe as Her Majestie within the terme of two monethes woulde promys the like 
in the Dukes respecte. The laste, towchinge his comaundement, was that he desired 
not only to hâve the governement of his owne forces, but also of the forces of the States, 
without obeyeng or concurringe in governmcnt with any other then the States thern- 
selves, eontrary to a shewe made before of a willingnes to be eomaunded by the Counte 
Bossu or any other the States shoulde apoint for their generali, excepting the Arche- 
Duke, whome he woulde faine supplant and wringe out of his place. But, as this laste 
article did moste bewraye either th’ambition or intended fraude of the Frenche, so did 
it especially mislike them here.

Theis be in substance the chief pointes of différence, where upon they are for this 
tyme broken of. But it is generally thought thaï they rneane not so to give over the 
matter, or to be longe absente, unies they effecte some forther alteration in Haynault in 
their waye, a thinge not out of suspicion, considering howe farre the Count Lalaine, 
the Baron d’Aubigny and others of the nobilitie and clergie therc are transportid in fac
tion that waye. Howebeit there is some advertisement given to the people, thorowe out 
that corner, to hâve an eye to the partiali proceadinge of those men, and to stande upon
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their guarde, which wilbe some bridle to lheir purposes, the people beinge both there 
and generally every where els in lhe country utter enemies to the proeeadinge of this 
trafficque with the French.

The comissioners, duringe there beinge here, made promis that, in case the the Gene- 
rall-Estates and they did not agréé, such french companies, as were enterid into 
Quesnoy and dispersid in other partes of that frontyere, shoulde peacebly retire them- 
selves into Fraunce : whither they intende to perfourme it or no, is yet in doubt. The 
nomber of them is estemid much less then was flrsl geven fourthe.

A company of 200 or 300 of them lienge in Barlaimont were of late attempted by 
Monsieur d'Hierges with a régiment of Spaniardes and Italians. The French, beinge 
advertiscd of their intcnt, bestowed lhe night before in intrenchinge of themselves in the 
village and, beinge the nexte morninge assaultid, deffendid there trenches till two of lhe 
clocke in th’afternone, at what tyme seinge themselves hemmed in rounde about by the 
nomber of there enemyes, and no longer able to defende the village, havinge loste above 
200 of theirs, they retyred into the base court of the castle, which the Spaniardes des- 
pairinge at that tyme to force, set tire of the village, and retyred themselves with the 
loss, as it is generallye affirmed of above 500 of there company.

Not paste two or three daies before, certen of the bandes of ordynaunce of Haynaulte, 
with a company of Frenche and certein Wallons, were apointed to attempte the succou- 
ringe of Phillipville, which is in harde distres; but, beinge advaunced to the corner of 
a woode within haulf a league of the towne, and ih’enemy beinge withdrawen thence by 
a stratagème with a good parte of his forces to the suecoure of Mabeuge, which the 
States men had made some shewe to attempt about the same tyme, the Wallons and 
Frenche, when they should resolve on th’exeeution of that they came for, beganne to 
straine curtesye who should beginne, and, in fine, lervinge the matter undetermyned, 
returned baeke with shame enoughe. They are within lhe towne alreadye growen to 
great extremity, being in manner utterly destitute of any corne. But the States hâve yet 
some hope to succour it within very fewe daies, thoughe the matter be full of difficulté 
to effect.

At Bruges there hath bene this laste weeke apprehended about xviij or xix of the 
Friers-mynorites, and v or 6 young novices, for the horible vice of sodomye, which 
they hâve confessed as a thinge not only usuall in there owne cloister, but also amon- 
gest there brothers of Gaunt, Machlin, Bruxelles and two or three other places. Theis 
of Bruges, as it is thought, sliali receavc the rewarde providcd by lawe for their offence. 
And in other plates where the like is discoverid, they are like to speede no better.

The Gauntoys, parily upon this newes, partly in respecte of some difficulté made to 
lake the othe generally ministred to ail the clergie, and partly of a singuler envye they 
beare to the four orders of Friers in their towne, hâve begone to imprison and intreate
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them somewhat roughly. And, as some thinke, will eilher expulse the whole or the 
gretest parte of them out of ther towne verie shortly.

There are departid hence 14 or 15 of the Friers-minorites of this towne in respecte 
of there refusall to take the aforesaid othe, the reste who hâve conformed themselves 
beinge sufferid to contynewe in their estâtes.

Here is some bruit of th’entry of eertein Spaniardes and Italiens into Graveling, but 
of certeinty 1 here no confirmation.

We hâve newes from Wormes that S'-Aldegonde hath had his audience in th’as- 
sembly there on wensdaye was fortennighl, and was within four or five daies after to 
receave his aunswere : what it is, we do not yet here.

The reisters of the régiment of the Marquis de Havrech, the Count Zwartzenborge 
and the Count John of Nassau are afïîrmed to be arived in the country of Gueldres, 
towardes whome the said two Countes are to départ within a daye or two.

I hâve had this daie letters from Mr Gilpin dated at Franckford the 13 of this pré
sente, beinge that daie to départ towardes Norenberge, but hitherto I heare of nothing 
effectid in his busines.

Thus in haste moste humbly taking my Ieave, I comende Your Honours to the 
tuition af th’Almightie.

Antwarpe, the xxjth of maye 1578.
Postscript. Yesternight as I was corne from the Prince, with whome I had bene to 

deale somewhat roundly about theis frenche matters, I receavid Your Honours letters 
of the 16 of this présenté by Roger Williams, with the reste of the particularités of that 
dispatch; and, having no tyme that eveninge, repaired the next morning earely, first ot 
the Prince, and afterwardes to the States, to signifie unto them the contentes therof. 
My haste therin was so much the greater, bicause over night it was a general! opinion 
the Frenche should hâve had there finali aunswere at that daye; but, by that tyme I 
had dealt with th’one and other, there former heate in this french matter grewe some
what more colde, and in my pore judgment th’arrivall of that dispatche did not a litle 
heipe forwarde the unsatisfied departure of the french comissioners.

The pointes contayned in my instruction touching the caution I shoulde take of the 
States, er they receave the mony, wherof Your Honour wrileth, thoughe I yet here no 
other newes of it, I hâve deliverid to them to be considerid and aunswerid, which I 
thinke will not be in two of three daies. In the meane tyme I finde they are verie glad 
of this resolution, and nowe beginne to hâve better hope of Her Majestie then they had 
upon the discontentid returne of the Marquis, which, I can assure Your Honour, did 
as much hurt our credit here as advaunce the affaires of the FVenche.

This evening we hâve eertein newes corne that Phillipville is rendered to th’en- 
nemy, a loss of very great conséquence to the States, aswell in respect of their



réputation as of lhe place itself, a thing otherwise then by famyne in manner inexpu
gnable. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)
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MMMCMXXIV.
La reine d’Angleterre à William Davison.

( G r e e n w i c h ,  22 m a i  1378.)

Elle espère que les Etats n’oublieront point ce qu’elle a fait pour eux. — Elle ne tardera pas à leur 
envoyer Cobham et Walsingham pour examiner les moyens de leur venir en aide; mais, s’ils 
méconnaissent ses services, il y aura lieu de retenir l’argent expédié aux Pays-Bas.

Trusty and welbeloved, We greet yow well. We perceave by your letteres of the 
xvnth of this présente directed to our Principali Secretaryes that the Prince and 
States are so fully determined to conclude with Monsieur that the matter is not 
to be called backe : wherin we cannot but thinke ourselfe dishonorably dealt 
withall, contrary to the promises of lhe States made unto us and signified by yow 
in your letteres to our said Secretary bearing date the fîfte and xxnij,h of the last 
moneth, affirming unto yow, as yow bave delivered it unto us, that, whatsoever passed 
in conférence there, nothing should be concluded without our knowledge and con
sent, the like wherof had bene before tyme confirmed unto us under lhe hands and 
seales of the said States, which we could not perswade ourselfe could hâve bene gone 
from by them, seing our offices continued as frendly towards them ever since as 
before. Wherinto if they will throughly and tbankfully looke, they cannot but con- 
demne themselves of ingratitude, considering we bave not only yelded to furnishe them 
with gréai sommes of money from tyme to tyme, and procured them ayde out of Ger- 
many under the conducte of Duke Casimire, and never refused to yeld assistaunce, 
when it shold appeare unto us that they shold stande in need therof, but also hazared 
to cast ourselves inlo enimitye and a warre with the King of Spayne for lheir sake, as 
on (lie contrary syde if they do well looke into lhe course which they are entred into, 
they shall finde that this french ayde is more like to turne them to hurte then helpe. 
Which kinde of dealing we see to be of so ill conséquence that, were it not for 
the love we beare to those contries and the care we hâve of their salftye, we shold 
not only be discouraged from further dealinge with them, but also be driven to 
joyne with Don John. But, because we do not yet rest fully enformed touching
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their said proceedinge with the French, yow shall presse bolh the Prince and Mar
quis, and such other of the States, as yow shall thinke meet, to send us a coppye of 
the true capitulacion that passed betwene them and the deputies for Monsieur, with 
protestacion under their hands that they bave proceeded no further with Monsieur 
then is conleyned in the said capitulacion. And, in case they hâve not further pro
ceeded herin then, as you write unto our said Secretaryes, the Prince assured you of, 
to witt that the said Monsieur shold serve them with ten thousand footemen and two 
thousand horse for two monethe at bis owne chardge, that he was content to employ 
himselfe where and in what place they wold, that he was content to be commaunded 
of them or of the Counte Bossu or any other they wold appoynte (the Archduke only 
excepte), that he wold not give over the action untill he had expulsed th’enimy, requi- 
ring nothing of them, but to he receaved as their Governour, if, after three moneths 
tyme after their deliveraunce wrought by his meanes, they shold advise and détermine 
to alter the Governement and chaunge their master; that then, we receaving assuraunce, 
under the Princes bande and the States, that, in case they may receave assistaunce from 
us besyde the ayde procured unto them at our chardge under Casimire, he and they 
will proceede to no further dealing with Monsieur : we wilbe content te send them the 
said assistaunce with ali convenient speede. In which case, if you shall receave aunswere 
to our contentment, then we meane to send over with ail expedicion the Lord Cobham, 
Warden of the Cinque-Ports, and Sir Frauncis Walsingham, knight, one of our Prin
cipali Secretaryes, to conferre with them louching such ayde as shalbe necessary for 
their defence, and diverse other things tending to their benifitt. But, in case you shall 
find the Prince and other of the States to make diffieulty in tins behalfe, wherby 
it shall appears that they are altogether given over to the Frenche, then you shal 
lett them undersland that our meaning is that the money latlie sent over shalbe stayed, 
and Duke Casimire required to forbeare to corne to their assistaunce. And, in the meane 
tyme, you shall send with ail speed to Duke Casimire to enforme him of the States pro- 
ceedings with Monsieur, and also of the answere which you shall nowe receave from 
the Prince and the States, and of our Secretarye, Sir Francis Walsingham, and therfore 
to advise him for his owne salftye to make staye in repayring to the place of his generali 
muster, untill it may be discovered what this conclusion with Monsieur tendeth unto : 
which beingonce decyphred, the money shalbe sent with ail speede, being alredy (as 
you may wryte) in Antwerpe, as we liope the same is before th’arryvall of this letters, 
from whence it may be conveyed in iiij or v dayes space to Coleyn, where he desyred 
the same to he delivered.

Geven under our signet, at our mannor of Grenwich, the xxu,h of maye 1S78, in the 
xxtb yeare of oure raigne. (Brit. Mus., Galba, C. IV, p. 2, n° 18; Harley, 56, fol. 258.
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MMMCMXXV.

Walsingham à JFilliam Davison.
( G r e e n w i c h ,  22 m a i  4578.)

Il eût été utile d’exprimer publiquement aux Étals le mécontentement de la reine. — On comprend 
que le prince d’Orange, sachant que la reine voulait maintenir l’autorité de Philippe II, a cherché 
avant tout le moyen de la renverser. — Méfiance qu’inspirent les projets du duc d’Alençon. — Les 
ennemis du prince d’Orange lui reprochent de n’avoir point été sincère dans les protestations 
adressées à Élisabeth.

Sir, lo tir  letlers of the xvulh and xviuth of this présent towehing tlie States détermi
nation to conclude with Monsieur (a matter contrary to lheir owne promise made unto 
you) \ve hâve receavid. Uppon knowledge whereof geven unto you by the Prince, you 
might in myne opinion hâve don well in publick assemblie to hâve chardged the States 
with their dishonnorable kind of dealing in that behalf, a thing not onlie injurious unto 
Her Majestie, but also unto yourself, having assured Her Heigbnes, uppon lheir pro
mis, of the contrary. You should also bave dealt particularité with thos that you knowe 
to be best affected to Her Majeslie, to hâve procured some tyme wherein to hâve adver- 
tised her of their intention, before the conclusion, a matter agréable with their said 
promise. For myne owne parte, I conceave that the Prince is delermined utterlie to 
shake of the spanish governement, which maketh him the rather to leane unto Fraunce, 
perceaving that the marke Her Majestie shooteth at, tendeth to a peace, therbie to pré
servé the countrye to the King of Spaine, in which he seeth no suertie.

As for Monsieurs intention, I am fully perswaded lhatyt is treacherous; for, doubtles, 
yf there weare not secreat intelligence betwin Don John and him, Don John would 
beslurre him self better, and be more willing to hearken unto peace.

The Princes ennemyes here do tryumphe now against him for his leaning unto 
Fraunce, alleadging that the same is an argument that the dévotion he hath heretofore 
outwardlie shewed to beare towardes Her Majestie, was but fayned : wherforc you maye 
do well to advise him to deale hereafter plainelie with thos that are his frindes here, 
that they may be the better encouraged to aunswer for him, and not constravned to 
forsake him by contrary dealinge.

Yt is looked for that you shall in any case relurne this bearer wilhin fyve or six dayes 
at the fartbest, to th’end that uppon vour aunswer order may be taken in so weightie a 
matter accordinglie.
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Her Majestie liketh very well to your compfort of your manncr of dealing wilh the 

Prince signified in your said letters. At my comming over, I hope, God willing, to 
bringe you some good newves of your suite. And so in the ineane tyme I commit you 
to God.

From Grenwich, the xxn'h of may 1578.
P . S. Commend me to Mr Fremin, and tell him that I can not but allowe of his 

acceptatyon of Monsieur Argenlyeus office.
1 pray you advartyce what persons of qualyte doe myslyke of the Frenche in that 

contrye, and whoe be most affected unto lhem, and howe the townes and provynces are 
inclyned in that behalfe.

{Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCMXXVI.
Le docteur Wilson à William Davison.

( 22 MAI 1378. )

Si les États persistent dans leur négociation avec le duc d’Alençon, la reine les abandonnera. —
Périls de cette négociation.

Woulde God I cowlde so wel advise yow, as the weightynesse of this présent action 
requireth ! Yf the States bee so resolved \vith their late capitulatyng as Monsieur shalbee 
the man upon whome they mynde fullye to repose themselfes, and to take hym for 
their heade, then maye the States bee wel assured that Her Majestie wyl no farther 
deale wilh them, and not onely eawle backe that whiche she had purposed to doe for 
them, but also provide her own forces and others for her own defense, and rather take 
parte agaynst them than ever hereafter deale with them. And suerlie the Queenes 
Majestie hath greate cawse now to suspecte moche for her own parte ; for, whether 
Monsieur deale plainlie with them to brynge them out of the spanyshe thraldome, or 
diverte his forces frome the States in favour ofDon Jhon, therecan no good cumme to 
Englande by thismeanes; for, yf he ones drive theenemye awaye, he wyl waxe streight 
a greater enemye hymselfe, and bee a most dangerowse neighboure to our nation, 
dyverse wayes. Yf he take parte with Don Jhon, then no dowble the power of France 
bendeth that wave, and so we shal bave twoe myghtie kynges agaynst our deere cown- 
trie to do unto us al the harme that maye bee. It wyl not synke into my heade that the 

T ome X. 62
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receavynge of Monsieur, with what conditions so ever, can bee good or avaylable lo the 
Lowe-Cownlrie. And yet, yf ibe Prynce and olhers bee otherwyse perswaded and make 
assured recomynge of his faithful fryndeshippe towardes them, I can saye no more but 
praye God lhat al thynges maye turne to the best and fawle ont to their universal 
benefîte and vvelfayre. It wylbee a verie harde matter to perswade some of us, and yet 
God knoweth what wylbee the sequele of thynges hereafter. I doe knowe fui wel that, 
if Her Majestie bee thorowly perswaded that the States bave not gone so farre, but that 
they maye bave power in their own handes to take or leave, and bee rydde of an evil 
ghest, when they hâve cawse to forsake hym, there is no dowbte but Her Majestie wyl 
doe al that in honour is meete for Her Highnes to doe. And, upon your retourned 
answer, there wylbee a resolution taken one waye or other, either not to deale at al, or 
els to goe thorowe with the States, as Her Highnes hath heretofore purposed.

Thus fare yow wel; in hayst, this 22 of maie 1578.
(Record, office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCMXXVI1.

Réponse des Étals-généraux aux propositions de Davison.
( V e r s  l e  24  m a i  -1578. )

Les États se conformeront aux demandes de la reine d’Angleterre et désirent savoir définitivement
s’ils peuvent compter sur son appui.

Responce que font les Estals-Généraulx aux articles proposés par l’ambassadeur 
de la Royne d’Angleterre le xx  de maij 1578.

1. Les Estats feront tenir à l’ambassadeur l’obligation suivant le project, ne doubtant 
que Sa Majesté fera aulcune difficulté de furnir les seconds xxm libvres sterling qui sont 
entre les mains de son ambassadeur, oultre les em par elle accordées en obligations, 
comme estans succédées au lieu de vm anglois et mil chevaulx qu’elle avoit promis, 
suivant le traicté du seigneur Daniel Rogerus, accepté par lesdis Estats.

2. Les Estats s’y conforment.
5. Le Ducq Casimir a esté premier requis de la part des Estats d’accepter la charge
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de iijm chevaulx et iijm hommes de pied à leurs frais et despens, auquel, à la réquisition 
de Sa Majesté Réginale, sont esté depuis, en lieu de son secours, adjoustés ijm chevaulx 
et iijm hommes de pied, sans aulcune mention du traicté faict par Monseigneur le Mar
quis de Havrech. Lequel traicté aussy, combien que du costé de Sa Majesté Réginale 
n’a esté advoué, ne signé, n’est sy ample comme ledict ambassadeur le déclaire, ains dict 
seulement : Quod prœfectus et generalis militum transmittendorum seroit admis au 
conseil des Estats pour traicter et conclure sur les affaires, comme se mectront en déli
bération. En quoy lesdis Estats ne vouldroient faire aulcune difficulté, encores que 
Monseigneur le Duc Casimir ne fust envoyé de la part de Sa Majesté pour le lieu et 
qualité qu’il tient, et l’admettent au Conseil pour estre présent où les affaires seront 
traictés et résolus.

â. Les Estats ont ceste bonne opinion de Sa Majesté que, pour la bonne affection 
quelle leur porte, ne vouldra empescher qu’ils pourvoyent à leur propre salut, seureté 
et deffense, moyennant que ce soit sans préjudice d’elle ou de son royaulme, d’aultant 
plus qu’on ne peult encores faire solide appuy de quelque ferme asseurance d’Angle
terre jusques ad ce que Sa Majesté se déclaire ouvertement, selon que Monseigneur le 
Marquis de Havrech en sa dernière légation l’a requis, sans que l’effect par lesdis Estats 
désiré en soit ensuivy encores à son retour, nonobstant sa longue absence, ne désirant 
néantmoings aultre chose que d’entendre au plustôl la bonne volunté de Sa Majesté 
par les seigneurs ambassadeurs qu’elle envoyé pardechà, sans plus long dilay. Lesquels 
ils supplient estre tellement auctorisés qu’ils puissent déclairer librement et ouverte
ment l’intention de Sa Majesté, si elle désire favoriser et ayder les Esiats contre leurs 
ennemis en toutte guerre offensive et deffensive.

5. Comme ces articles sont ultro ci troque obligatoires, les Estais ne fauldront, aussy 
tost que Sa Majesté les aura advoué et signé comme elle at esté souventesfois requise, 
de les maintenir et garder de leur part, selon le contenu d’iceulx, moyennant que 
Sa Majesté se déclaire ouvertement vouloir ayder lesdis Estats comme dessus.

6. Estans les villes dénommées par l’ambassadeur, les Estats tiendront la main que 
les obligations seront délivrées.

7. Cestuy article semble répugner à la grandeur de Sa Majesté : toutesfois, sy l’on 
vouldroit insister, les Estais ne vouldroient faire difficulté en chose si petite

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

1 Le 23 mai 1B78, les Etats-généraux écrivaient à Marnix que rien, jusqu’à ce moment, n’avait été 
conclu avec les députés du duc d’Alençon et qu’ils délibéraient sur les propositions qui leur avaient été 
faites par l’ambassadeur de la reine d’Angleterre. (Acta Statuum. Belgii, t. III, n° 28, Arch. de ta Haye.)
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MMMCMXXVIII.
Réponse des États-généraux à l’ambassadeur d’Angleterre.

(Anvers, 29 m a i  4578.)

Ils protestent de leur désir de maintenir leur amitié avec la reine d’Angleterre et déclarent que, 
puisqu’elle ne leur a pas fait connaître sa résolution de les aider, ils se trouvent réduits à traiter 
avec le duc d’Alençon.

iu r  les di ([.ailles touillant le traictè avecq Monsieur le Duc d’Anjou.
L’Ambassadeur d’Angleterre a remonstré diverses difficultés pour retarder la com

munication et conclusion avecq le Ducq d’Anjou, dont l’on a requis de mectre le tout 
par escript pour en respondre demain.

Les difficultés et ses demandes sont :
Que la Roy ne, ayant entendu que nous procédons à la conclusion avecq les Ambas

sadeurs de France, treuve fort estrar.ge ceste communication sans la respecter ou avoir 
esgard aux sinistres menées que nous menachent, et à la promesse faite à Sadicte 
Majesté, la contrevenance de laquelle elle trouve de si mauvaise digestion que, sy ce 
n’estoit le respect de l’amour qu’elle leur porte et à leur patrie et le soing que Sadicte 
Majesté a de leur salut, nous serions non-seulement descouraigés de procéder plus 
avant avecq ceulx, mais aussy constrainct de prendre partie contraire, et, sy nous faisons 
compte d’elle, de ne rien conclure avec le Duc d’Anjou, sans que ses ambassadeurs 
qu’elle envoyé, soyent premièrement oys sur ce que convient pour le bien et secours 
de nous aultres.

Que, sy nous ne faisons compte de nostre promesse, elle est d’intention d’envoyer à 
Casimir affin qu’il ne passe oultre jusques à ce qu’il aura aultre advis d’elle.

Et aussy que les vingt mil livres sterling, qui sont entre les mains de son ambassa
deur présentement en Anvers, ne nous soyent comptés.

Et, pour mieulx estre asseuré de ce qu’est passé entre nous et les Franchoys, désire 
avoir copie des capitulations faictes avecq eulx, signées par leurs secrétaires.

Les ambassades envoyées vers Sa Majesté et ce que par icelles a esté traicté, démons- 
trent assez que les Estats n’ont eu plus chier, comme ils n’ont encores, que l’alliance 
d’Angleterre, d’aultant plus que Monsieur le Marquis d’Havrech, à sa dernière légation, 
a, par charge expresse desdis Estais, préadvisé Sadicte Majesté du traicté qui se faisoit 
avecq les ambassadeurs de Monsieur le Duc d’Anjou et les inconvéniens qu’estoient à 
la main sy elle ne se déterminoit et résouldoit de se déclairer ouvertement avecq eulx
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en certain brief jour à elle préfigé, sans avoir obtenu aulcune résolution finale, y joinct 
que lesdis Estats ont, oultre cela, fait advertence à l’ambassadeur de la Royne, estant 
en teste ville d’Anvers, dudict traicté, auquel ils ont en certains articles expressément 
comprins la Royne d’Angleterre, comme se polra veoir par les capitulations dont les 
Estats sont prests bailler la copie. En quoy se void clairement qu’ils ont procédé de 
toute rondeur et sincérité et sans aulcune dissimulation, et que Sa Majesté n’a occasion 
de se desgouler d’eulx, veu le debvoir par eulx faict et le désir qu’ils ont d’y continuer, 
tellement qu’ils seroient marris de veoir la moindre apparence que Sa Majesté voulsist 
prendre aultre party que le leur, n’estant toutesfois raisonnable que Sa Majesté retarde 
la nëgotialion avecq le Duc d’Anjou ou aultre, sy elle ne se déclaire de vouloir favo
riser et aydier ouvertement lesdis Estats contre leurs ennemis en toute guerre défensive 
et offensive, veullans toutesfois bien asseurer que jusques ores n’a esté rien conclu, ne 
arresté avecq Mondict Seigneur le Duc, mais qu’on attend sa responce en cincq ou six 
jours, pendant lesquels espérons que les ambassadeurs de Sa Majesté pourront arriver 
pour de main commune conclure et arrester ce que sera trouvé le plus convenable pour 
le bien de l’ung et de l’aultre.

Faict en Anvers en l’assemblée des Estats-Généraulx le xxixe de may 1378.
(Arch. de l ’État à Bruges, Reg. 369, n° 102.)

MMMCMXXIX.
Le comte de Leicester à William Davison.

(26 m a i  1S78. )

Recommandation en faveur de John Noms, qui devrait recevoir le commandement
des troupes anglaises.

Mr Davison, 1 hâve wrilten in commendation of Mr John Norrise very earnestly, 
bothe lo the Archduke, and especially and more parlicularly to the Prince of Orange. 
I hâve commended him above ail Englishmen yet there, and for bis birthe and vertues 
sake bave speeially requested for him the coroneilshippe of th’englishe souldiours. You 
knowe the man, and bave (I doubt not) the same opinion of him lhat I hâve, that he is 
the fittest man in ail respectes (I mean, for birthe, skyll, courage, wisedome, modestye 
and faithfullnes to the Prince and cause) of any of our nation yet there, to take that
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charge. I hartily pray you therefore lo further him herein to those two princes and the 
States, and to the englishe souldiours also, what you can. He will deserve any frend- 
shippe you can shewe him, and I will hartily and specially thancke you for him.

So wilh my harty commendations fare ye well.
From the Court, the xxvj,h of maye 1578.
Postscript. My leysur wold not serve lo wryte with myne owen hand at this tyme, 

but I pray you rcceave this comendation as earnestly as yf yt byn wrytten ail with myne 
owen hand, and I assure you this gentleman wyll every way performe that I say of 
him, or elles none of our natyon wyll. Therys courage, wysedome, modestye,religyon, 
and for Lis tyme good experyence in him, and as 1 hâve wrytten for many, so for none 
for whome I loke for more thankes for.

(Record office, Pcip. of Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCMXXX.

William Davison à la reine d’Angleterre.
(Anvers, 30 mai 4578.)

Conférence avec le prince d’Orange. — Exposé des dangers qui peuvent résulter de la négociation 
avec le duc d’Alençon. On ne peut rien attendre de bon de ce prince. — Le prince d’Orange 
proteste qu’il ne favorise pas les Français; mais la nécessité justifie tout. — 11 fallait aussi prévenir 
le démembrement du Hainaut. — Cette négociation, selon le prince d’Orange, ne peut nuire à 
l’Angleterre. — Il a ajouté que, si la reine avait persisté dans ses premières résolutions, elle 
aurait pu disposer des Pays-Bas comme de ses propres Etats. — Davison a fait la même communi
cation aux États. — Davison n’a rien envoyé au duc Casimir, comme il en a informé Dathenus. — 
Nouvelles du Hainaut. — Les Etats du Hainaut insistent pour que les négociations soient reprises 
avec le duc d'Alençon. — Mouvements des Espagnols. — Troubles à Amsterdam. — Complot 
découvert à Flessingue. — Arrivée d’un ambassadeur de l’empereur. — Exercice public du culte 
réformé à Gand. — Les Français ont occupé Saint-Ghislain. — Soupçons dont le comte de Lalaing 
est l’objet. — Nouvelles diverses.

Jt maye please Your moste excellent Majestie.
On saterdaye night laste at xj of the clocke, I received Your Hihgnes letters of 

the xxulh of this présent, the particularities wherof accordinge to Your Majesties good 
pleasur 1 did the nexle daye signifie unto the Prince, to whome after 1 had openid at 
some lengthe the error comitted by himself and the States in there forwardnes to hâve
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concluded with the Frenche before knowledge of Your Majesiies likinge and assent, 
together with the wronge and just cause of offence therin offerid to Your flighnes, I 
discoursid and provid somewhat particulerly the évident daunger of this frenclie traf- 
fîque both by examples of the tymes paste, by a conférence of th’advertisementes from 
ail partes with the course of thinges présent, by a considération of the causes and cir- 
cumslanees of the matler in it self, and by an observation of the persons and instru
mentes that hâve interest in the handlinge thereof: layenge before him, for the first 
point, the miseries and callamities that befell to the estate of Lodovic Sfortia, Duke of 
Milan, in particuler, and the whole country of Italie in generali, by introducinge of the 
Frenche amongest them, with divers other freshe and moderne examples, servinge not 
unaptly to the purpose, and remembringe unto him aswell what advertisementes 1 had 
sondry tymes received from his owne mouthe, as irom divers olhers of good judgment 
and expérience, detectinge a daungerous prelence in this négociation, wishinge him 
farther to weighe, by a considération of the causes, what effectes weare to be hopid for 
of that trafique, which, broched by Moundoueet and other ambitious and suspectid 
instrumentes, was nowe embraced of the Duke there master, not in respecte of a comi- 
seration he had of there trowbled estate ; for howe can lie in likelyhode be towehed 
with the miseries of an other eountrye and nation, that hath no sense or feelinge of the 
callamities of his owne? not of a zeale or affection to suecor and releve them; for W'here 
is there one example ofso muche good nature in him? not of a courage and magnani- 
mitie to embrace there cause and to imortalize his name by so godly an actvon; for who 
ever observid any sueh princely vertue in him? fînallye, not in any such respecte as 
his ambassadors woulde pretende, but rather ofan ambitious hope to make his proffitt 
of there trowbles, or els of a mischevous pretence to deceave them. Which beinge in 
ail likelyhode the finall and inductive causes of this his enterprise,I lefte it to his owne 
judgment what effect might growe thereof. Lastelye, towehinge his person etc., who- 
soever did consider (I said) what he was by country, by nature, by race, by disposition, 
by callinge, by affection, what his actions hath bene hitherto, howe he was nowe fol
io wed, counsailed and possessid, what aucthoritie and creditt his mother and some of 
her favorites had with him, with a nomber of other circumstances, shoulde finde, as 1 
thought, argument sufficient to resolve him in the aparent and likely daunger of this 
faire coullored négociation. Wherefore I advised the Prince to loke well about him, 
aswell in respecte of his particuler and the generali welfare of his eountrye, as the con- 
tentment of his and there beste aprovid frindes and neighbours, who did singulerly dis- 
taste this matter. This discours finished (wherunto he gave a vearie attentive eare), he 
made me in somme this aunswere : that he was so well perswadid of the indiffèrent 
judgment of Your Majestie as that you woulde not lightly conceave any sinister opinion 
of him that had alwaies bene, was and woulde be Your Highnes moste humble, failli-
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full and devotid servant. As for that which had passed in this action, he saide he, 
beinge but a member of the whole bodye of the States, and one that did nothinge of 
himself, was not to be particulerly cbarged with that which concernid the whole gene- 
ralitie. It was well knowen (he said), and therin he toke God to his witnes, that he for 
his owne parte was so ill a Frenchman as that there was no nation of the worlde he 
woulde les willingly deale withal in such a case as this, if there weare other helpe. But, 
as a patient in tyme of exlremitie will experiment any remedye that maye restore him to 
healthe, especiallye when he is perswadid that without it his case is desperat, and as a 
man that is in daunger of drowninge, woulde without respecte of frende or foe lay holde 
on him that comes nexl to bande to save himself, so they, beinge fallen into a daun- 
gerows sicknes, and not able in likelyhode to overcome the same by there owne 
slreng[t]he, are not to be blamed for embracinge any helpe or remedy offerid. As for 
the violent qualitie of this frenche medicin, he tolde me it was no other then was 
necessarie for the condition of there desperat infirmitie ; and yet in his opinion he saide 
the daunger coulde not be so great in the use and practise as in the disuse and neglecte 
thereof. His chief reason was that, if so be the Generall-Estates did not conclude in 
some sorte with the Duke, the States of Haynault were resolvid of themselves to go 
thoroughe with thim, to the manifeste devision and dismembringe of the provinces; 
and so by that meane, in steade of two or three townes, by the which the Duke might 
hâve bene divertid, that whole province, if not the reste of the country, woulde nowe 
be endaungerid. And hereupon he callid for and did comunicate with me the Count 
Lalaines owme letters written unlo him since the departure hence of the freneh comis- 
sioners (the copies wherof I herewith sende Your Majeslie), therby to let me the more 
plainely see upon w'hat desperat pointes those Henniers do stande, assuringe me 
besides that they had newly sente hither there deputies to perswade with the reste of 
the States to call backe the Dukes comissioners, beinge yet about S'-Gislain, and to 
give thcm satisfaction, protestinge els that, as they above the reste are pressed with a 
présent daunger, so woulde not theye neglecte the remedy offerid. And here, follo- 
winge his purpose, he fell into a sommary répétition of the causes that might induce 
them to proceede in this treaty with the Frenche, as namely there disabilitie here to 
subsiste longe of themselves, consideringe there outwarde enemies and inward diffe- 
dences, the litle succor they had or couide trust unto from abrode, the feare of a sépa
ration of the countrye of Haynault from the reste of (he provinces, and consequently 
the fallinge into a daungerous devision, the litle importance of the places demaunded in 
regarde of that is nowe like to fall into the handes of the Frenche or of th’enemye, the 
liberali offers of the Duke and his tollerable demaundes, savinge in one pointe, which 
he thought might hâve bene sufïicienllye qualified, the harde choise they weare driven 
unto in embracinge the Duke for there frinde or in rejectinge him as an enemye, the
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proffitt they might hâve rcapid hy his employment upon la Franche-Conlê, aswell in 
respecte of occupienge the passages and stoppinge the succors that are to corne ont of 
Italie, as in divertinge the enemye out of these partes, and finallie th’effecte which this 
négociation with the Duke might hâve wrought in devidinge the two kinges or the two 
brothers, eitherof which coulde not but greately advantage the estate and condition of 
there affaires. And therefore he concluded that, if these considérations were indiffe- 
rently weighid in the ballanee of reason and judgment, it should apeare of more perill 
and les proffitt to breake then to proceede with the Frenche in the sorte pretended. And 
as the matter in his opinion shoulde be advantageable for this his country, consideringe 
the inclination of thinges, so coulde he not see howe it might be thought prejudiciall to 
there neighbours, cspecially to Your Majestie, whome above the reste (he said) they 
had and did in this matter respecte and provide for.

To ail which reasons after I had particulerly replird, differinge upon the gretest 
pointes in judgment and opinion from the Prince, I proceadid to the other partes of 
Your Majesties letters, namcly, in requestinge a eopy autenticall of the pointes of there 
comunication with the said french comissioners, in signifienge Your Highnes resolu
tion to sende over My Lord Cobham and Sir Frauneys Walsingham, fully instructed of 
Your Majesties pleasur towchinge the mauers in hande, and lastly in acquaintinge him 
with the order J had from Your Highnes both to detaine the mony nowe in my handes 
and to slaye the cominge forwardes of the Duke Cassimire (in case they did procede to 
a conclusion with the Frenche before they understode Your Majesties pleasur by your 
aforesaid ambassadours). Whcreunto he made me aunswere that for deliveringe a 
copie autenticall of that had passcd betwene lhem here and the Frenche, he thought 
the Estâtes, of whome I was to demaunde it, woulde make no difficulté thereat. And, 
as towchinge Your Majesties determynation to sende hither those two honorable perso- 
nages, he said he was verie gladdc therof, and so muche the more, because he hopid 
that Your Highnes woulde not sende over so speciali an ambassade with any fruictles 
or sclender négociation, consideringe the tyme, the necessitie and generali expectation 
of some good matter by lhem. And here by the waie he discoursed unto me what jour- 
neyes had bene made to and fro for almoste this twelf monethes space, and howe litle 
effecte had growen of lhem, and especiallye of this laste voyage of the Marquis, whose 
colde success and unsatisfied returne had singulerly alterid and generallye discouragid 
lhem here; and therefore wished that, if Your Majestie hâve any compassion of their 
estate or good vvill to helpe them, it woulde please you to deale resolutely and plainely 
with them: vertues, as he said, moste beseminge Your Majesties wisedome, and no les 
expedyente and agréable to there estate and condition. Proieslinge unto me that in his 
conscience, if Your Highnes had proceadid with the same francknes and goodwill you 
firste pretended, you might bave disposed as muche of theis countries as of your owne. 

T ome X. 63
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Lastely, towchinge Your Majesties order given me for the staie of Duke Cassimire, lie 
semed to make no great matter therof, carienge an opinion lhat the charge is like to he 
greater then the proffilt of that overplus of forces, which was aceordid him at Your 
Highnes instance. Howbeit he thought the States weare not so forwarde or hastye in 
concludinge of this frenche treaty, as that Your Majestie should nede to staye him in 
that respecte. And this, as nere as I remember, was the somme of that passed betwixt 
His Excellencie and me that afternoone.

From him I thought to hâve repairid imediatly to the States, who not assemblinge 
thatdaye, myne audience was differrid till the nexte morninge,at what tyme resortinge 
unto them, I propounded the same pointes in there consistory, which I had before par- 
ticulerly discoursid witli the Prince. The aunswere I then received of them, was generali 
with request to give them some tyme to consider of myne overture. I tolde them that I 
detaynid here a messinger expressely sent unto me, whome I had order to returne 
with ail possible expédition, and therfore prayed them not to suspende me above that 
daye : which in fine they aceordid; but, when the howre assigned for my aunswere 
came, they sent to excuse themselves unto me and to crave a longer pawse and tyme 
of considération, and so put me of from daye to daye till this eveninge, that they sent 
there deptilies unto me with their appostile in writinge to the materiali pointes of my 
said proposityon, together with the like to certein articles I had upon a former direc
tion from My Lordes of Your Majesties Councell deliverid unto them : which aunswere 
of theirs, for Your Majesties belter satisfaction, I hâve here with thought good to sende 
unto Your Highnes.

Astowchinge the 20,000H which Your Majestie hath by your warrant addressid unto 
me for the use of the Duke Cassimire, I hâve not yet in any sorte disposed therof, 
havinge depended upon the resolution of the States ; neither do I thincke it fitt, under 
Your Majesties correction, to sende the same any farther then this towne, partelye 
bicause it is in bullyon and cannot he coigned tyme enoughe to serve the Dukes turne 
at the place of musler, partly for the infinit difficultye, charge and daunger of conveig- 
hance thereof unto him, and partely bicause the Duke, as I understande, maye con- 
venyently furnishe himself by exchange in those partes of so muche as he shall pre- 
sently neede, to be repayed here upon the said somme. I hâve acquainted a Counsailor 
of his newly corne hilher with these diflîculties, who doth allowe of them, and hath 
promised to sende one expressely unto his master to signifye so much unto him that 
he maye accordingly dispose of his affaires. By his sayde Counsailor I understande that 
the Duke is in so good forwardnes as lhat the xijü“ of the nexte monethe he intendelhe 
to beginne his journeye : which is for this négociation as muche as I can presently 
signifie unto Your Majestie.

Other thinges here holde on their variable and incerten course.
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Tlte people of Quesnoy, since the departure hence of the frenche comissioners, 

hâve expulsed that one cnsigne of Frenche which remayned in there towne, suspec- 
tinge some ill (radique betwene them and other companies of their nation lienge not 
faire of.

The said comissioners are yet in Haynauli, Iabouringe the Counie Lalayne and the 
restof that partialitie, the sequell of whose negotiations are very muche doubtid.

In Mountes there are four companies of footemen under Monsieur de Mountigny, 
brother lo the said Counle, and two companies of the bandes of ordynance, ail estemid 
to be at bis dévotion, which, with a litle faction amongest the burgers, maye put the 
state oI that towne in bazarde.

The deputies sent lately hilher from the States of that province do insiste harde to 
hâve the Dukes comissioners calied backe and satisfied, and it is not without suspicion 
that this matter is specially labourid and procurid by the ambassadors themselves, who 
desire but a sudicicnt coullor to returne, beinge departid hence in an opinion that the 
States woulde bave revokid (hem within a daye or two. The particuler pointes of there 
comunication with the States, as I receivid the same from them, I herewith sende 
Your Majestie.

It is yet in double what th’enemy will next attempte : he hath made some counte- 
nance towardes Mastright, thoughe it be suspectid he doth rather shoote at Villevorde, 
Engien, Alh or some other towne of importance nearer hande. Of the eight companies 
that were in Phillipville, tive came fourthe armid and ensigne displayed, the other 
three remayninge in service with th’enemy under Florennes, that was governour of 
the towne, Haveron and one other captene, whose revoit hath bewrayed th'enlelligence 
which lhey weare longe hefore suspectid lo hâve with th’enemye.

At Amsterdam, the Protestantes bave ransacte the cloisters, broken downe the 
images, expulsed the whole rable of fryers and monkes, and aprehended ther 
magistrate, upon detectinge of some treason inlendid by them for reducinge of that 
towne to th’enemyes dévotion.

At Flusshing there hath bene some late treason in brewinge, but the matter disco- 
verid, one Captene Rossen, a maryner of that towne, and a principali conductor of the 
practise, is aprehended.

Here is certein confirmation of the marchinge of the forces out of Italie to the succor 
of Don John.

By advice out of Portugal!, the longe threatinid préparation of Steukeleye is reportid 
to be certein and in good forwardnes, in favor whereof His Holynes hath sent unto 
him 2,000 Italiens, afFirmed to be arived there.

Th’enemy hath of late received 300,000 dncates by wave of exchaunge, and atten- 
dethe as muche more from Genua, made over thither out of Spaine, which will



advaunce the reste of the rcislers and fotemen out of Germanye, who hâve staide upon 
there gelte.

The States are nowe in advauncinge the first paye for ther 8,000 reisters, which 
are alreadye corne into the countrye.

Here is a gentleman newly arived from th’Empcrour to divert the States from the 
frenche course. He had his audience two daies since and hath made liberali offers in 
his masters behaulf. He is within a daye or two to départ towardes Don John, to see 
what he can worke with him, against whome the Emperour woulde make these men 
beleve that he will openly déclaré himself, if Don John do not incline to reason.

La Motte doth receive dailye both men, munition and victuali into Graveling, but 
his men corne in by smale nombers and at severall tymes for the less observation.

The Count John of Nassau, the Prince his brother, beinge within these three or 
four daies sworen governour of Gueldres, is departid to his charge, the rather in 
respecte of assistinge at th’assembly of the States of that country, which is to begin this 
weeke al Newmeghen.

At Gaunt I do heare they hâve preparid a churche in one of the cloisters for the 
publique exercise of religion, which they are resolvid no longer to suppress, howe 
soever it be digestid heare.

And this is as muche as I hâve presently of any moment to signifye unto Your 
Majestie, whose pardon 1 moste humbly crave, if in discharge of my dutye I hâve not 
satisfyed th’expectation of Your Highnes, whome 1 moste earnestlye and humblye 
besiehe the Lorde to blesse with parfect healthe, longe Iief and a moste hapye and 
prosperows raigne over us.

Andwarpe, the xxx"1 of maye, 1578.
Postscript. Here his certeine advice corne this eveninge of the enlrye of ij compa- 

nyes of Frenche into S‘-Gisiain, a place of the greteste strengthe and moment in 
Haynault afler the towne of Mountes. There are within it other four ensignes of the 
States folke, of whome they cannot yet tell heare what assurance to make. This matter, 
done by the aucthoritye and meane of the Count Lalaine, doth singulerly increase the 
suspicion of that man, and will in likelyhoode bring fourth some speciali alteration 
either in the generali eslate of that country or the Countes owne particuler, wherof 
Your Majestie is like to heare more by the nexte.
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(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 3.)
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MMMCMXXX1.

La reine d'Angleterre à l’archiduc Mathias.
( G r e e n w i c h ,  31 m a i  1378 )

Lettre de créance pour Cobham et Walsingham.

Elisabetha, Dei gratia Angliæ, Franciæ et Hyberniæ regina, fidei defensor, etc., 
Illustrissimo Principi ac Domino Matthiæ, Archiduci Austriæ, Inferioris Germaniae 
Gubernatori, amico et consanguineo nostro charissimo, salutem.

Scire Excellentiam Tuam arbitramur quantae nobis curae semper fuerit et esse 
debet Inferioris Germaniae universae status et tranquillitas, quam magnis nostris sump
tibus et periculis sublevare antehac saepe studuimus, et hoe adhuc ipso tempore paratae 
sumus. Nulla enim natio est, quacum vetustior nobis necessitudo aut arctiora foederis 
jura, quam cum Inferioris Germaniae populis intercesserint ; nec ulla gens, quae, 
propter locorum et situs opportunitatem necessario amicitias conciliantem, res et 
rationes omnes nobiscum aeque conjunctas habeat.

Quae res facit ut hoc ipso tempore quo bello plane miserabili provinciam illam 
ardere intelligimus, praestantes viros D. Guillelmum Cobhamum, e praecipua nobi
litate delectum, Quinque Portuum nostrorum custodem, et D. Franciscum Walsingha- 
mum a secretis et interiori nostro Consilio, unice nobis cliaros, ad Excellentiam Tuam 
et ejus provinciae Status mittamus, ut sese in hoc pacificationis negotio interponant, 
Iitesque, quantum fieri potest, sedent, et res nunc exulceratas ad mitem aliquem exitum 
perducant.

Petimus igitur ab Excellentia Tua ut legatos hosce nostros singulari tua humanitate 
amplectaris, et non minorem illis fidem in singulis adhibeas, quam ipsis nobis adhi
beres, si praesentes coram vobis propria voce loqueremur : quod Excellentiam Tuam 
pro publico totius provinciae bono et utilitate sponte facturam confidimus.

Deus Opt. Max. Excellentiam Tuam quam diutissime florentem servet.
Datum in regia nostra Grenwichi, xxxi die maii, anno Domini MD. LXXVII1, regni 

vero nostri XX.
(Publié par M. Blaes, Mèm. anon., t. II, p. 584.)
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MMMCMXXXIL
William Davison à lord Burleigh.

( A n v e r s , '  31 H A T  1578.)

Il lui fait parvenir une copie de la lettre qu’il a adressée à la reine.

I do herewith send Your Honour a copie of my dispatch unto Her Majestie, that you 
may by the particularises lherof the better judge of the generali course of thinges here. 
It may please Your Lordship lherfore to excuse the shortnes of theis. And so besei- 
ching the same to retayne that opinion of me you would of one that is wholie at 
Your Lordships dévotion, I most humbly take my leave.

In hast. Andwarpe, the last of may 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMCMXXXI1I.
A v is  des P a y s -B a s .

(Juin 1578.)

Nouvelles diverses. — Arrestation du capitaine des bourgeois à Bruges. — Choix d’un nouveau 
gouverneur de Flandre. — Les ordres mendiants sont chassés d’Utrecht. — Attaque de Malines 
par les Espagnols. — Cinq moines ont été brûlés à Gand. — Le duc d’Alençon à Mons. — Prise de 
Maubeuge. — La ville d’Ypres est occupée par les Gantois. — Trois Cordeliers ont été brûlés à 
Bruges. — Prêches protestants dans la plupart des villes de Flandre. — Défaite de Don Juan. — 
Prise d’Aerschot.

Junius.
Monss de la Moullerie est détenu par Monsr de la Motte à Gravelingues, auquel per

sonne ne peut parler.
Monsr de Gordan retourné de Paris et Mons' de Vaux communicquèrent avec Mons' 

de la Motte.
^ Mons' de la Tilloye est détenu à Béthune; Mons' de Morbeque s’enfuyt d’Aire.
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Lettres de la Motte, envoyées à Don Jan, interceptées, par lesquelles il se vante d’avoir 

Bruges, S‘-Omer, tout le Westquartier à sa dévotion.
On traicte en Court d’une religions-frydt pour le Païs-Bas, semblable à cestuy 

d’Allemagne.
Monsr de Grecques est choisy général de l’artillerie au lieu de Monsr de Trélon, 

prisonnier à Ramekyn.
Florens le Roux, capitaine des bourgeois de la ville de Bruges, casse son lieutenant 

à l’heure de sa garde. On entre en delliance de luy pour cela et pour autres causes, est
prins prisonnier la mesme nuict en la maison de ville de par Odart V an .......................
chef de trois compagnies anciennes des gens du Prince illecq en garnison, et par Gaul
tier van Hecke, capitaine des bourgeois de la ville1.

xj°. Mr Gilles Wyt et Huysman, conseilliers de Gandt, sont envoyés à Bruges pour 
ouyr les informations des Cordeliers accusés de bougerie.

xiij6. Guydo Malapart et Lucas Deynart, deux du collège des dix-huit hommes de 
Gant, sont députés au nom des eschevins et doyens et de leur collège vers les dix huit 
de Bruges pour communicquer avec iceux. Leur commission portoit que, voyant la

1 On trouve aux Archives de Simancas l’avis suivant, transmis d’Anvers, le 1 juin 1878 :
Vous aurez entendu des diligences qui ont esté faictes de par te Duc d’Alauzon et comme ses ambassa

deurs s’en sont retournés mal contents. Depuis sont venus ambassadeurs de la part de ceulx de Henault 
voulant à fine force que on acceptasse le dict Duc, qui a esté cause que ceulx de îMonts se sont sessis 
des clefs de la ville, affin que y entre garnizon françoyse. Ceulx de Saint-Guilein, à la persuation du 
Conte de la Layn, ont receu quatre enseignes qui estoyent au Quenoy, que les habitans ont chassé de 
hors par force. Ceulx de Valencienes tienent fort de n’en point vouloir. Je crains de quelque trame et 
que celluy qui ne désire que pcscher en eaue trouble pour mieulx confondre le tout, n’ayt inteligence 
avec le dict Duc et dissimulant le contraire et d’aultan t qu’il voit que cella ne plaist au peuple.

EnHolande il n’y a pas moins de garbuje. Ceulx de Amsterdam, voulant chasser ceulx de la Religion 
lesquels avoyent esté remis et de pouvoir prescher, ont prins le magistrat et chassé les ecclésias
tiques. En Arlem on a faict presque du mesme. De Gant, l’on chante mervueilles des insolences; ils 
ont abatus des ymages, chassés tous les mendians, mais sont demourées les aultres églises intactes.

L’empereur a escrit aux Estats qu’il ne veult que l’on fasse nulle alliance avec les estrangiers, 
ollrant, en compagnie des Ellectenrs, de les prendre en protection, pourveu qu’ils satisfassent à ce qu’ils 
avoyent promis.

Touchant le seigneur Don Jehan, depuis Felipcville, ne sçavons ce qu’il prétend, n’ayant rien attanté 
que la defïaicte de deus compaignies françoyses ; et présentement l’on nous conte la deffaiete de la 
compagnie de chevaulx de Léonius, je dis du capitaine, fils du Docteur, et ce auprès de Lyre, qui est 
cause que sommes en alarmes, et, à ce que entendons, le seigneur Don Jehan est à Namur et faict passer 
toutes les forces delà aultre part de la rivière. Je ne vous sauroys entretenir de plus long discours 
que de mal contantements, désordres, desconfiances, en façon qu’il est impossible durer longtemps. Je 
prie Dieu y mettre la main. (Arch. de Simancas, Estado, Leg. 851, fol. 288.)
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nécessité du temps, il estoyt nécessaire de pourvcoir d’un gouverneur pour Flandres et 
comment les deux dessus nommés avoyent esté vers Son Excellence, laquelle avoit 
aussi trouvé bon leur advis et nécessaire. Partant, voyant les affaires en l’estât où elles 
sont, pour oster toutes difïïdences et danger de tomber aux mesmes inconvéniences qu’on 
estoit tombé par le Seigneur de la Motte, gouverneur de la ville de Gravelinnes, qui 
tient la ville et chasteau par soy jusques à ce qu’il voye à qui la fortune favorisera, ils 
trouvoyent expédient de choisir pour gouverneur de Flandres le Comte de Swartzen- 
burgh, beau-frère du Prince d’Orange; et le Conte Jehan de Nassau ne le pouvoit estre 
estant gouverneur de Geldres, le Prince sert en Brabant et est gouverneur de Hollande 
et Zéelandt, Utrecht, etc., et qu’estant Swartsenbourgh gouverneur de Flandres, se 
démontreroyent conjoincts et alliés ensemble, sans se pouvoir dessoudre ou entrer en 
mauvaise souspicion les uns des autres. Les susdits députés ont rcmonstré le mesme au 
collège de Bruges, sur quoy les eschevins, nobles et notables furent assemblés, et, après 
beaucoup de discours des deux costés, succédèrent avec l’advis de ceux de Gandt de 
choisir le Conte de Zwartsenbourgh pour gouverneur de Flandres : les autres deux 
membres n’en furent point advertys, à cause qu’on ne les tenoit point pour bons patriots 
et qu’ils estoyent papistes et sanguinaires, plus enclins à choisir le Due d’Arschot ou 
un semblable qu’un seigneur raisonable et modéré; et, d’aultant que n’en ne se pouvoit 
résouldre sans les deux autres membres du Franc et d’Ypre, fut trouvé bon que Ies- 
dits députés retourneroyent une autre fois derechef à Bruges pour le proposer aux Quatre 
Membres, non point comme chose arrestée, mais pour en avoir leur advis et entendre 
s’ils le trouveroyent bon.

Ceux d’Utrecbt enchâssent les quatre ordres de mendians à cause de leur bougerie 
et octroyent deux églises à ceux de la religion.

Monsr d’Esteenbeke qui avoit esté mis au gouvernement de Lille, Douay et Orchies. 
au lieu du sr de Rassingheem, prisonnier à Gandt depuis le xxviu6 d’octobre 1577, 
mourut en ce temps-cy ou environ. Le sr de Willerval est mis en sa place.

Monsr de Noyelles et de Stade est commis au gouvernement de Bapasme; et Monsr 
de Vendeville et de Douplain est faict gouverneur en la place du dit sr de Noyelles de 
la ville d’Ypre.

xtue. Le chasteau de Bapasme est surprins des Franchois, lesquels l’ont tenu cinq 
heures, mais en sont repousés par les bourgeois.

Monsr de Hierges, accompagné de 4-0,000 piétons et 1,500 chevaux delà la Meuse, 
pense empescher le Conte de Zwartzenbourg et le Marquis d’Havrech de passer avec 
leurs reyters; ayant failly à son entrepryse, l’attacque à Limboureh.

Le xve. Un bruict couroit que Don Jehan estoit meurtri d’un coup de harquebouse.
Les Espagnols, en nombre de 520 chevaulx, sont venus sommer la ville de Malines 

où que leur hérault a esté retenu prisonnier, et ont tiré après les Espagnols, lesquels, à 
leur retraicte, ont emmené environ 500 bestes à corne.
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Le xxvj”. Lembourg prinse par les Espagnols. Aussi est Daelhem.
Le xxviu. Cinq moines bruslés à Gandt pour leur sodomie, les trois Cordeliers et 

deux Augustins; trois frères lais fouettés de verges et bruslé sur leur teste une torche 
d’estrain, banys hors de la conté de Flandres.

Les forces de notre camp se trouvent ensemble, et sont 14,600 chevaux, tant reyters 
que lanchiers estrangers. Les bendes d’ordonnance sont en nombre 3,000 chevaux; les 
piétons 30,000.

(British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2” partie, n° 74.)

MMMCMXXXIV.

La reine d’Angleterre à don Juan.
( G r e e n w i c h ,  2 j u i n  1578.)

Lettre de créance pour Cobham et Walsingham.

Monsieur mon Cousin, Combien que tout ce que jusques à cest heure nous avons faict 
proposer pour quelque bon accord des différens et querelles entretenus à nostre grand 
regret entre vous et les Estats, n’ayt sorty l’effect que désirons, touttesfois, n’en ayant 
perdu toute esperance avons bien voulu encoires pour ceste foys envoyer pardclà tout 
exprès nos très-féaulx et bien amés le seigneur de Cobbam, gardien de nos Cincq Ports, 
et messire Françoys de Walsyngham, chevallier, conseiller en nostre Conseil Privé et 
l’ung de nos premiers secrétaires d’Estat, pour, de nostre part, proposer et à vous et 
auxdicts Estats certaines choses que pensons pouvoir faire grandement à mettre une fin 
auxdicts différens, honorable en vostre endroict et au bon contentement du Roy nostre 
bon frère et repos de ces Pays-Bas, vous priant les vouloir oyr et croyre en tout ce que 
vous diront de nostre part comme nous-mesmes. Qui sera la fin de ces présentes, après 
avoir prié le Créateur, Monsieur mon Cousin, qu’il vous ayt tousjours en sa sainete et 
digne garde.

Escript à nostre maison de Grenwich, ce deuxiesme jour de juin 1378.
(Archives du Royaume à Bruxelles.)

T ome X. 64
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MMMCMXXXV.
Note de lord Burleigh.

(2 ju in  1378.)

Instructions à donner aux ambassadeurs que l’on enverra aux Pays-Bas.

Aleanes to make peace,
Peace. — To send men authoiiscd of quallitie to move both partyes therto : 

Lord. Cobbam, Sir Fr. Walsingham.

To deale with the States.

To understand the poyntes of tlie différence betwixt them and Don Jhon.
To considre whylher or why the States may not yeeld, ether to them ail or to part, 

and as il shall seine probable for them so to councell them.
Ayde. — To considre if they can not wilhout daunger yeld, then how they are 

hable to endure the warr; and, seing il is lykly they can not with ther own power 
withstand the enemye, to considre what ayde is requisit and how the same may be 
had.

To remembre unto the States what aydes the Queen’s Majesty hath alredy gyven 
them :

First, xx Mu by Mons. Haliewyn.
2dl3r, xx MH by the Marq. d’Havré.
o1*, xx Mu front Humb. to Casymyre. ,
4-thlï, v Mu to the Marq. d’Havré.
5lhly, xx Mu sent to Anlwerp for D. Casymyre.

Gret charges in Her Majesty. — Sondry messages into Spayn to Don Jhon, to the 
States.

To mak it appeare how by these aydynges of them Hir Majesty hazardeth hir own 
State to fall into a warr with the King of Spayn, and presently susteyneth a gret chardg 
to defend hir estât ageynst a navy sett out by the Pope and succored both by the Kings 
of Spayn, France and Portyngall, wherby Her Majesty shall be forced to be at gret 
charges and so more unhable to gyve them ayde.
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To propound unto lhe States the daungers lykly to ensew by receaving ayde from ye 

French.
\ .  The dout that the offrying of such ayde may be torned to ayde lhe enemy.
2. That the French will nol be content to be at charges wilh ther people and monny, 

but they will attempt to become lords of the contryes.
If it shall appeare that lhe pretence of ayde Monseigneur shall serve in the ende to 

ayde Don Jhon, then ail meanes wold be used to forbeare the same.
If otherwise they shall meane to be lords of the contryes, then ther wold be meanes 

used to receave ther ayde with a limitation, and that can not be but by receavynga lyk 
ayde from the Queen’s Majesty, wherby both the States shall hâve succor, and the 
French empeached from ther absolut government.

Therfor it is necessary that the Queen’s Majesty’s ambassadors hâve authorite to 
promiss ayde to that end.

Meanes to be used with Don Jhon.
Don Jhon is to be delt withall that he yeld to resonable peaee, or otherwise the con

trées will be won to the French.
Secondly, if he will not yeld to peaee and therby preserve the contreys from the 

French, Hir Majesty can not hirself endure that daunger; but she will gyve such ayde 
to the States, as she may both help them and withstand the absolute usurpation by the 
French, wherby the contrées shall by good lyklood be preserved from conquest of 
them.

Thyrdly, the ministers of the Emperor ar to be conferred withall to joyne with them 
how to enduce Don Jhon to a peaee.

Matters to be explored.
To what end Monsieur’s offers do tend, whyther to abuse the States or to ayde 

them, and how lykly it is that he shall not become the absolut lord.
Whyther lhe French Kyng meaneth to furder his brothers purpoos.
What is lyk to be the end of La Motte’s revoit.
How the States ar united and how severed.
How ther power consisteth, of men and monny.

A conclusion.
If peaee can not be had, the contreys ar to be conquered by Don Jhon or usurped 

by the French.



The Queen’s Majesty must of necessilie gyve the States ayde to withstand eyther of 
these two.

The Queen’s ayde must be, elher wholly to the Siales or in some parte to temper the 
frencli ayde tliat they usurp not the whole.

Therfore the ambassadors must hâve authorite as they shall see cause to offer the 
one or the other.

(Calendar o f Bat/ield, t. II, n° 831.)
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MMMCMXXXVI.
Note de lord Burleigh.

(3 juin 1578.)

Une lettre a été adressée à Davison pour engager les États à ne rien conclure avec le duc d’Alençon
avant l’arrivée des ambassadeurs anglais.

(Brit. Museum, Titus, B. VI, n° 24.)

MMMCMXXXVII.
Déclaration de William Davison.

( A n v e r s ,  4 j u i n  1578.)

Motifs pour lesquels il ne peut remettre aux États les sommes qu’ils réclament.

Monsieur Davidson, ambassadeur de Ja Roine d’Angleterre, respond ne pouvoir 
fournir la somme de quinze mille florins de Brabant à luy demandée par Messieurs des 
Estals-Généraulx sur la somme de vingt mille livres sterling que Sa Majesté luy ha 
envoyée pour les raisons qui ensuivent :

Premièrement, pour avoir exprès commandement de Sa Majesté de n’en vuider aucu
nement ses mains que préalablement elle n’ait esté deuement advertie de l’issue de la
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négotiation desdits Estais avec Monsieur d’Alençon, pour après luy faire entendre là 
dessus sa volonté.

Qu’au cas que Sa Majesté luy commande de délivrer la dite somme, il ha aussy son 
exprès commandement de la fournir entièrement à Monsieur le Duc Casimir, à sa place 
monstre, suyvant l’accord que ha esté fait avec luy.

Qu’au cas qu’il se voulsist tant eslargir que de fournir quelque partie de la dite 
somme, si ne le peult-il faire que préallablement il n’ait receu au nom de Sa Majesté 
les obligations et asseuranccs, telles que lesdicts Estais luy doibvent donner.

Et finalement, qu’il ne peut rien défalquer de la dite somme, qu’il ne sache si Mondit 
seigneur h  Duc Casimir aura agréable de recepvoir tant moings à sa place monstre : 
ce qu’il ne peult apprendre d’aucun de ses agents qui sont partis d’icy, et moings 
encores de monsieur le Viconte d’Hargenlieu, qui n’ha aucun commandement de s’ad- 
dresser à luy.

Faicten Anvers, ce quatriesme jour de juing 1538.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXXXVIII.

Don Bernardino de Mendoça à Alonzo de Curiel.
( L o n d r e s ,  4  j u i n  1578. )

Avis transmis à M. de la Motte. — Armemenls de la reine d’Angleterre.

A los 16 del pasado di aviso a Vueslra Merced de dos ultimas suyas con que me 
hallaba, y con esto le doy a Mos de la Mota, en la que le escribo de lo que aqui se 
enliende en confirmacion de lo mesmo que le he avisado. Vuestra Merced se la 
encamine con persona cierta, que la Reina arma aqui 6 naos, y ha mandado arrestar las 
demas de particulares para enviar la vuelta de Irlanda. En el negocio que escribi â 
Vuestra Merced a los 26, deseo saber que cantidad es necesaria, y por que cuenta se 
ha d’enviar.

(Coleccion de Documentas ineditos, t. Ll, p. 173.)
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MMMCMXXXIX.

La reine d’Angleterre à William Davison.
(5  j u i n  1578. )

Il engagera les États à suspendre leur négociation avec le duc d’Alençon jusqu’à l’arrivée de Cobham 
et de Walsingham qui seront munis des pouvoirs les plus étendus.

Trustie and welbeloved, We grete you well, and, whereas uppon the perusing of tlie 
dealinges betwixt Monsieur d’Anjow and the Slates, as also by the sight of your owne 
letters, contayning your négociation, first with the Prince of Orange and after with 
th’Estates, and other writinges touching the province of Henault, it seemeth great daun- 
ger may followe yf some présent order be not taken, we would hâve you to déclaré and 
saye from us, bolh to the Prince and to the States, that, considering how farr they hâve 
proceaded with the ambassadours of the saide Duke of Anjow, and how necessarie they 
take it for their safetie to accept his offers, we would gladlye that the States would staye 
from any full resolution untill the coming of the Lord Cobham and Sir Fraunces 
Walsingham, who are in making themselves readie to corne thither ; and, if they cannot 
be therto induced, then you shall in our name require them to make no soche resolu
tion with Monsieur as maye be préjudiciait to themselves or us, by suffring him to hâve 
any soche interest in those countreys, but that they may alwaies divert him from enter- 
prising to usurpe any farther estate then shall serve onelye to their ayde. Declaring 
unto them farther that we hâve geven order to the said Lord Cobham and our Prin
cipali Secretarye Sir Fraunces Walsingham to corne unto them with full and ample 
instructions to debate and conferre with them, not onelye uppon this matter concernyng 
the maner of proceading wilh Monsieur, but also uppon the whole affaires of that 
counlrey, who shall fullie give them to understande what waies we shall thinck meetest 
for them to take for the maintenance and defenee of their common cause, wherof they 
may be assured, and shall perceave by our saide ambassadours we hâve no lesse care 
then of our owne.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, roi. 4.)
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MMMCMXL.

Le duc Casimir à William Davison.
(Kaiserslautern, 5 juin 4378. )

Lettre de créance.

Monsieur l’ambassadeur, Le temps s’approchant de plus en plus, qu’il me conviendra 
mettre en campagne pour le secours des Pays-Bas, et n’estant encores toutes choses 
liquidées, j ’ay despesché les présens porteurs les seigneurs Schregel mon conseiller et 
Künigsloe, auxquels ay commandé vous dire plusieurs choses de ma part, et au surplus 
tenir estroite correspondence avec vous. Je vous prie leur adjouster pleine foy, et au 
reste vous démonstrer en tout ce que pourrez pour l’advancement de l'affaire publique, 
selon qu’avez faict du passé, et ma confiance est en vous. Ce que je recognoisteray par
tout où l’occasion se présentera, d’aussi bon cœur que je prie Dieu vous tenir, Mon
sieur l’ambassadeur, en sa saincte garde.

De Lautern, ce 5 de juing 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXLI.

Walsingham à William Davison.
(Greenwich, 5 juin 1578.)

Projet de don Juan de réunir des forces près de Gravelines sous les ordres du prince de Parme. 
— Péril auquel sont exposées les villes de Dunkerque et de Bourbourg. — Remerciements à adresser 
à Villiers.

Sir, What Her Majeslie thincketh fitt to be don towehinge the States proceedings 
with the French, youe may perceave by Her Heighness owne letter unto youe, accor- 
dinge to whos direction therein conlaynad youe are to frame the coorse of your dealings 
with the said States, wherfore I shall not neede to make any répétition of the matter, 
being otherwies overladen with busines.
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I am secreatlie advertised for a truth that there lyeth at Calais a spanish commissarie 

for victualis in company with one Capten la Riviere, for that Don John meaneth to 
erect a campe in thos quarters under the conduct of the Prince of Parma, being enco- 
raged thereto for that he maketh accompt Graveling to be at his dévotion.

I am further advertised that Dunkerk and Borborch are in such feare of th’ennemie 
as, yf La Motte do but with a smaule number attempt th’enterprise, they will inconti
nent yeld themselves, which being a matter of weight and of daingerous conséquence 
for ail thos maritime parts yf yt take placé, 1 bave thought good toacquainteyoue with- 
all, to th’end you maie imparte the same unto thos there that will take order for the 
prévention thereof in tyme.

Towching your owne pryvat suite, I will imploy my best endevor to bringe the same 
to so good termes as I may bringe youe some compfortable newes of yt at my comming, 
W'hich I looke shalhe about the latter end of the next weeke. And so I bid youe fare- 
weil.

Front Grenwich, the 5 of june 1S78.
I praye youe thancke Monsieur de Villers for his two letters, by the which I hâve 

very good direction in theis matters, and excuse my not writing unto him with the 
great busines wherein I hâve ben occupied.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXLIL
Le docteur Wilson à  William Davison.

;s  JUIN 1578.)

Encouragements à donner aux Etats.

The Queenes Majestie had good ly king of your letters of the 30 of maye sent by my 
man, whiche 1 did afterwardes communicate to her Cownsel, and upon deliberation it 
was tbought that Her Majestie showlde make ber pleasure knowen to yow, aswel to 
deale with the States for th’expectation of ayde upon necessitie, as for the receyvinge 
of the frenche offers made. Yow maie assure every bodie that Her Majestie myndeth 
nothyng more than the welfaire of the Lowe-Cowntrie, and wyl upon knowen neces
sitie deale for their safetie asmoche as any other prynce Christian. Mr Secretarie is



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 513
verie careful thaï al thynges maye bee doone with honour and safetie, by whome there 
is good hope that either a good peace wylbee made, or els a just warre wyl folowe.

The Queenes Majestie is inwardely moved to doe good, and, beeinge satisfied in con
science how to deale, I dare saye the States shalbee glad to see tiie ayde of soche a 
prynce sent unto them, who wyl doe nothyng but moved upon just grownde in the 
feare of God. It wyl not bee longe but My Lord Cobham and Mr Walsingham wyl 
folowe this messenger, and déclaré the Queenes Majesties pleasure at large unto them; 
and therfore I shal not neede to wrile more at large unto yow, but wyshe good suc- 
cesse to yourselfeand to your service. Thus fare yow wel as myselfe.

Frome the Courte, this 5 of june 1S78.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXLIII.

Note de lord Burleigh {?) sur les instructions à donner à Cobham
et à Walsingham.

(o  JUIN 1578 .)

Examen de tous les points qu’il y a lieu de prévoir et de résoudre.

Fyrst, for tliat it is manyfest thaï the bcst and surest way for the Queen now to ail 
respect is that there should bc a good and sure peace made betuene the King of Spayn 
and his subjecls, it is vcry convenient that the commissioners be i'ully instrueted in ail 
things that maye furlher thaï peace and tliat they should deale roundly and playnly 
with ye States and Don John therein, and, yf tliei finde Don John over stringent or ye 
States over stringent, thei should perswad clher parlye to yeld so farr as convenyently 
thei myght to ye end suche a peace myght be concluded as myght be suer and good for 
bothe, wherby ye King myght hâve that beloriged to him, and ye subjects might be 
assured of (lier ancyent pryvyleges and suerly, wherin ye commyssioners be to travell 
so muche je  Lowc-Counlrys for that, yf ye peace do not procede, ye case wylbe hard to 
Her Majesty what other corse socoer be taken.

Secondlv, yf thei fynde no possybylytie to make a reasonable peace, tlien it shalbe 
nedefull for them to understand by good meanes whelhcr ye Frenche bave intenlyon 
to ayde ye States or under coller lherof to betraye them and ayde Don John.

T ome X. 65
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Thirdly, yf they do fynde manifestly that ye Frenehe do move to ayde ye States, they 

be then to look fully inlo ye matter and to he well informed whether ye Frenehe do 
seeke only to ayde the States for ther defense and to possesse for ye tyme eerten townes 
for the suerty, without further entryng, or els that they do in deede meane to impatro- 
nize themsellf of ye the State of ye Lowe-Contryes and to transferre ye domynyon 
thereof from ye King of Spayne to the Duke of Alenzon, whereof thei be also to be 
thoroughly assured of ye disposycion of ye States.

If thei fynde yt ye Frenehe only seke ye relefe of ye States without alienation of 
ye domynyon, then they be to consyder whether ye force of ye States, of Duke Cas- 
samyr and of ye French be suffycyent as well to procede in ye matter, or also to defend 
ye Frenehe from further aspyrys, and, yf they be not, then it shalbe fete yt thei consyder 
what forces shalibe fete to be sent by Her Majesly to joyn with Cassamyr, ye States 
and ye Frenehe or eny of them for these purposes as ye case shall fall oute.

If they fynde ye Frenehe do ambyiyously affecte ye domynyon and yt ye States hâve 
no grete dislyke thereof, then il shalbe good yt thei travell with ye States to receyve 
some forces from ye Queens Majesly, with which ye forces of Cassamyr and ye forces of 
Don John may be habell to impinge that countrey ofye Frenehe, and therby ye French 
possessyons a parte, and, lackyng ye cost, a warre maye grow betwen France and Spayn, 
which, beyng meynteyned with some charge to Her Majesty, maye bryng grete suerty 
to her.

Fourthely, yf the commyssioners shall fynde that ye French, under coller of ayde, 
shall seeke to ruyne the States and so shall joyn with Don John to suppresse the con- 
treye, then is it convenyent that they should enter in to conferre with ye States to 
understand what forces ye contryes can make, and hence thei shal be habell to conty- 
new them, and also what forces ye States can make of them selffs, and what of straun- 
gers, and what thei would requyre of inglysh forces besydes, and also to se what 
her charges moneyeley wyll grow to, when ye same may be levyed by them, and yf 
the hole can not be levyed by them, then howe muche thereof maye be levied by them, 
what thei do requyre from ye Queen’s Majesty, and what thei be assured of from any 
other place, so as her charge of ye warre may be known, wher ye forces shalbe had 
and how'e from tyme to tyme thei shalbe meynteyned, where upon Her Majesty hopes 
yt likelyhod of ye successe may dyvert her corse therfore, and untill with this no person 
can soundly give her eounsell to resolve, lest for lack of knowledge of ye matter before 
ye advyse be given, Her Majesty should be induced to enter into that, the sequel whe
reof is not understanded.

Fyftly, to ye ende ail suche persons as shall treat with them myght decide ye more 
frankly with them, and that they myght also deale with the more authorite, credyt and 
interest and gyve ye beller hope of some goode fruité of ther negotyatyon, il wylbe con-
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venyent that they hâve a full and absolut autoryte to resolve and conclude upon eny of 
ye premyses or eny other matter to them thought fete, and that Her Majesty should 
promyse in ye woord of a prince to performe ail thyngs by them accorded, which 
shall many wayes further Her Majesly's causes with ail persons with whom they 
shall deale.

Neverthelesse, as I thinke that, whatsoever commyssion they hâve, they wyll not 
resolve or conclude of eny pryncypall matter before thei shall hâve advertysed Her 
Majesty and recyved ther resolution, so do I also think it convenyent and necessary 
that they by some action should be restreyned from resolving in eny thyng untill they 
had wrytten the matter, so, with ther opynyons therof, to Her Majesty and received 
from her her resolutyonand commandment and autoryte to procede accordyngly.

(Brit. Museum, Vesp., F. XII, n° 129.)

MMMCMXL1V.

Le duc Casimir aux Etals-généraux.
(Kaiserslautern, 6 juin 1878.)

II n’a rien négligé pour attirer au service des États des princes et des comtes de l’empire; mais il faut 
pouvoir assurer à des personnages de ee rang des traitements convenables. Si les Etats se montrent 
parcimonieux a il est aisé à veoir ce qui leur pend sur la teste ».

(Bibliothèque royale de Bruxelles, ms. 7199, fol. 168.)

MMMCMXLV.

William Davison au docteur Wilson.
(Anvers, 11 juin 1578.)

Négociations avec le duc d’Alençon. — Armements du duc de Guise. — Nouvelles
des opérations militaires.

Sir, My laste dispatche might somewhat particulerly satisfye Your Honour in the 
state of thinges then. Since, the heate of our frenche négociation is well asswagid
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here, notwithstanding that the States of Haynault, detayning still the Duke’s comissio- 
ners amongest them, do earnestly insiste with the States-Generall to hâve them called 
backe and satisfied, pretending for there owne partes a resolute inclination that waye, 
thoughe this be a matter more embraced of the Count Lalaigne and a fewe others of 
his faction then of the generaiitie of that province, which do as hardly affecte the pro- 
ceding with theFrenche as any others of the whole Lowe-Countries. Rochepot returned 
in poste towardes the Duke his master about x daies since: howe his reporte wilbe 
digestid or what will succeede therof, is yet in expectation. The Prince in the meane 
tyme semith to suspecte his partakinge in the cause againsl them. His préparations are 
aflirmed to eontynewe. The Duke of Guise, on th’otherside, since his cominge inlo 
Champaigne, dotli levie 60 ensignes of piétons and 30companies of horsemen, whither 
to assure there frontiers, suspeclinge the intent of the Duke Cassimire to bende thi- 
therwards, having plaid his parte here, or whither to joigne with th’enemy, is yet in 
doute. He hath of late solde unto the Kinge a litle towne of his besides Metz, called 
S* Avo, and hath receivid for the same 300,000 franckes, wherwith he makilh his pré
parations, but of this coullor it is not hard to judge. In somme, the newes of a generali 
arminge in Fraunce dolh make them here jealous of the pretence.

Th’enemy hath yet donenothing of moment since the rendering of Phillipville. This 
laste weeke, he sent Monsieur d’Hierges with a 4,000 fotemen and 2,000 horse towardes 
Gueldres, to assaile eertein trowpes of the reisters newly arived in that corner; but, 
their intent discoverid and preventid, they are returnid towards Namure without any 
other fruité of this journey then the spoile of certen cattayle and provision. The Count 
Bossu is departid four or five daies since towardes Newmeghen to take the comannde- 
ment of the States army, which he begineth to adress theraboutes. Our countrymen and 
theScottes are apointed to followe him as tomorowe. The cavalrie arivid in thosequar- 
ters are estemid to 6,000 horse, accompanied with a régiment of Lansquenetes under 
one Lasarus Mulder, which, with our contrymen and the Scottes, maye make about 
9,000 piétons.

Whilest the Count Bossu shall adress theis forces in Gueldres, the Viscount of Gaunt 
is apointid to hâve the conduction and adressing of an other litle campe of the Frenche 
and Wallons not farre from Bruxelles, to amuse and enterleigne the enemy.

Yesterdaie the States were in hard consultation about th’aucthorizing of both reli
gions, aswell for avoidinge th’inconvenience that miglit arrive to the one by the violent 
suppressing or breaking fourthe of th’other, as for the betler enlerteining of the union 
and assuring of th’estate; but the matter is not yet resolulely determined, thoughe in 
good waie and Iike to succeede well : a thing handelid on the Princes parte with verie 
grete dexeritie.

Other matter I cannot presently Write unto Your Honour, but that they do heare
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devoutly attende th’arrivall of My Lord Cobham and Sir Frauncys Walsingham, hoping 
by ihem to receave some good satisfaction.

And thus, comending Your Honours to the protection of th’AImightie, I moste 
humbly take my leave.

Antwarpe, the x j 111 of june 1578. [Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXLVI.
La reine d’Angleterre à don Juan '.

(Greenwich, 12 juin 1578.)

MMMCMXLVII.
La reine d’Angleterre aux États-généraux.

(Greenwich, 12 juin 1578.)

Lettre de créance pour Cobham et Walsingham.

Messieurs nos bons amys et voisins, il nous déplaist grandement que vos affaires 
sont maintenant en tels termes et conditions que, par les advertissemens qu’avons de là, 
nous voïons se trouver, et que tous les moyens dont nous avons peu adviser et meetre 
en avant pour vostre soulaigement, n’ont trouvé aulcung lieu avecq ceulx qui nous 
semblent ne chercher aultre chose que par vostre ruyne d’avancer leur gloire et proufict 
particulier. Et partant, aflîn que soyez bien asseurez que ne portons moindre affection 
à vostre cause à présent que par le passé, avons bien voulu dépescher par devers vous 
nos très-féaulx et bien amés le sieur Cobham, gardien de nos Cincq Ports, et messire 
François de Walsingham, chevalier, conseillier en nostre Conseil privé et l’ung de nos 
premiers secrétaires d’Estat, tant pour vous communicquer nostre résolution touchant 
vos affaires et ce que nous semble nécessaire et expédient d’estre faict et mis en exécu-

1 Ce document n’a pas été retrouvé aux Archives du Royaume à Bruxelles.
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tion pour divertir et reboutter les maulx et dangers que voïons à nostre grand regret se 
ruer sur ce pays-là, que pour y faire les meilleurs offices qu’ils pourront en cet endroict, 
vous priant leur donner le crédit que feriez à nostre propre personne en tout ce qu’ils 
vous diront de nostre part, qui sera l’endroicl que prierons Dieu, Messieurs nos bons 
amys et voisins, qu’il vous ayt lousjours en sa saincle et digne garde.

Escript à nostre maison de Greenwich, ce xij” de juing 1578.
(Publié par M. B l à e s ,  Mém. an., t. II, p. 386.)

MMMCMXLV1II.
hislructions données par la reine d’Angleterre à lord Cobham

et à Walsingham.
(12 JUIN 1578.)

Ce qu’ils auront à déclarer aux États et à don Juan. — Si don Juan repousse la paix et si ses forces 
sont supérieures à celles du duc Casimir et du duc d’Alençon, Élisabeth est disposée à intervenir; 
mais on devra lui remettre les ports de l’Écluse et de Flessingue.

Instructions given the x ij'h days of june 1578 unlo our righl trusty and welbeloved the 
Lord Cobham, Warden of our Five Ports, and to our trustie and welbeloved Coun- 
sellor Sir Francis Walsingham, knight, one o f our principali Secretaries, sent 
presently from us vnto the States of the Lowe-Countries, as followeth.
Wheras wee hâve made speciali choice of you to deale in the waigty affaires of the 

Lowe-Countrey, you are to consider chiefly ttppon three poynts. The first is yt you 
travell for a peace and good agreement to be made hetwixt the States and Don John 
by ail meanes possible. The second yt you, fayling of the first, do learne to understand 
the state of the countrey and the force therof. And the third yt you enter into considé
ration of Monsieur d’Anjou the French Kinges brothers doings howe farre and in what 
manner it were meete for him to deale in favour of the States.

As to the first, you are to travell, at your coming to the Lowe-Countrey, for a pacifica
tion by severall conférence with the Prince of Orange and other of the nobilitie and 
principali magistrats there, for whom our good meening hath bene ever to worke their 
common quiettnes, and therfore you are to understand of lhem by what meanes a good
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accord may be effectuated, and whether the comming of Duke Casimir to joyne bis 
forces witli them, wher by their strengthes may appeare to be of moment, be not a ready 
waye to bring quiettnes to their countrey, vvlien the said Don John shall see the reso
lute préparation of the Almans made against him and their owne disposed myndes 
never to yeald to any subjeccion by violence or force of armes. And, if there be any 
knowen letts to hinder this desired accord, you are lo aske particularly what the same 
are and howe they may be redressed for their advantage, what is their opinion for the 
procuring of peace to be made with Don John, howe they like his affeceion in that 
behalfe, what course is to be taken with him, and what counsell can they give to bring 
him to quiettnes, whether it be likely that he will abandon his chardge and governe- 
ment uppon any reasonable condicions and what the same may be for their best availe. 
And wheras the Emperour our good brother bath sent his ambassador to deale for a 
peace as well with the States as with Don John, wee do like well yt you endevor your 
selves to deale with him in this godly purpose, if he may be enduced to concurre with 
you, unto whom you shall déclaré our continewall care to do this good by our often 
sending of messingers, not onely lo the Kinges ministers in the Lowe-Counlrey, but also 
to the King him selfe by two severall messages for the very love wee beare to peace 
and quiettnes and to the common welfare of ail by order of justice equally to be distri- 
buted every where.

After you hâve thus conferred particularly with the Prince of Orange and others of 
the nobilitie and with the Emperors ambassador, if he can be therunto induced, and 
therby learned so much as conveniently you can, wherby you may finde sonie proba- 
bilitie of doinge good by trealie, our pleasure is you shall finde some choice messinger 
to Don John, giving him knowledge of our intencion to imploye you about the pacifi- 
cacion of these troubles. And so, the same partie findingDon John disposed to henre of 
peace and willing to conferre with you about the same, wherby there is Iikelyhoode for 
you to do some good uppon bis report yt retourneth, you shall then, after knowledge 
reeeaved of the tyme and manner of your salfe comming unto him, sett your selfe in 
order (o repaire to him, unto whom you may shewe howe sorrie wee are that the state 
of the Lowe-Countrey is in such evell termes, and yt, notwithstanding our severall 
messages sent to the King and his mynisters from tyme to tyme, wee could not hitherto 
woorke that good for common quiettnes yt wee ever desired, yet, for that wee knowe 
the goodnes of peace and due obedience to be alwayes highly esteemed, and yt wee hâve 
seene lately the intencion of the Freneli Kinges brother to attayne to the usurpacion of 
that countrey, wee cannot but continewe in our former purpose to leave nothing undone 
that may tende to the honnor of our good brother the Catholique Kinge, the welfare of 
his countrey and generally to the repose and quiettnes of ail Christendome. You may 
also saye yt wee never had other meaning but that they of (he Lowe-Countrey should
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be alwaycs kept in due obedience to their naturali prince, tbey receaving tbe benefitt 
of their liberties, freedomes and priviledges, as bertofore tbey hâve done. And, for lhat 
tbe French do seeke by ail meanes possible to alter the state of their governement and 
to usurpe the countrey to lhem selves under tbe coulour of geving aide unto them, you 
sball say unto Don John yt wee hâve ever used our uttermost force and meanes to 
empeach that course, as well to the French Kinge by our severall messages, as to the 
States themselves, whom you hâve fownd ever to be verie well inclined to a pacification, 
so the same maye be assured for their safetye and welfare of their countrey and not 
made wilh hidden termes of peace to nourish upp a newe civill warre.

If Don John, nolwithstanding ail yt you can saye, will not accord to any tolierable 
peace, much lesse to any surceance of armes for conférence to be had with him and the 
States, (lien you are to tell him plainely that his dealings are to be mett withail, and yt 
wee eannot, nor will not suffer the Lowe-Countrey to be overcome and laid wast in such 
a pitifull sort as in many places it is at the présent and is more like to be herafter. And 
in lliis our accion you maie saye wee minde so to proceade as both God and the world 
shall witnes of our sincere dealing towards the Kinge our brother, for his honnor and 
safety of his countreye, without any particular respect of enriching or seeking gaine to 
our selfe.

After thés conférences thus severally had and yf you see no likelyhode of agreement 
or accord to lie made, then you are to deale wilh the second part of your chardge, 
which is to undersland by ail the meanes you can the state, condition] and habilitie of 
the Lowe-Countrey and the provinces lhere and of their severall force in ail places, 
and further of what disposition and humour the nobilitie, cleargie and people are 
amongest themselves, howe they are affected each to others in the comraon cause of 
their countrey, what pike is amongest them for their consciences in religion, who of the 
cheefest are tbe slronger, and in which of them is the belter mynde or inclination to 
proserve their publique state, howe farre they are able to wilhstand tbe forces prepared 
against them. You are more particularly to enquire what power of men they bave in ail 
places, how the are distribuled, what store of munition they hâve and other thinges 
necessary, what generali meanes for money being the sinewes of warre, howe the same 
is collecit [d] and bestowed uppon whom, where and for what cause, yea, and if it like 
them, you may desire to conferre with those of the fînaunce to knowe their masse of 
trcasure and to undersland the distribucion lherof. And, if they finde any overburde- 
rous unto them in wasting their treasure and causing their expences to be the greater, 
you maye not onely aske howe the same may be remedied and redressed, but also shall 
give your advice for lielpe therof. And, louching this your severall inquisition so parti
cularly made of divers thinges, you are to require them to lake the same in good part 
byeause it is very rcasonable yt, seeing wee bave hitherlo sondry wayes relieved them
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and lherby knowe lhe great misiiking of the Kinge of Spaine and of ail other princes 
that are conjoyned in this accion again[st] lhem, it behoovelh us both for our dealings 
part in their favoure and for the rest of such aides as their cause shall require of us, tliat 
wee be made inwardly partakers of their whole state and condicions, without hidingany 
part therof front us.

And, touching the third part of your chardge whiche is the States dealings with 
Monsieur, the French Kings brother, who being fownd so well disposed towards them 
as they hâve no cause to mistrust him, yet you maye require of them, bycause they deale 
with so mighty personage, that the aide which he is to bring unto them, may be mode- 
rated in such sort as they may hâve helpe therby and not to be overruled.

And, in case the force of the States, togelher with Duke Casimirs and the Duke of 
Anjou, shall probably apeare to you to be insufficient to withstand the great power of 
Don John, which dayly may encrease with him, then are wee contented, uppon such 
extremitie and necessitye appearing to yourselves, to send our force out of England with 
convenient forces of our owne people for their better relief and mainteynan[ce], uppon 
such condicions as herafter was intended. And, as w'ee are thus w'ell disposed towardcs 
them for their safety and welfare, so would wee hâve you askeof them what assurance 
they are to make unto us for our peoples safety uppon future daunger, and what townes 
and fortresses they are disposed to deliver, uppon their first discent and landing, to keepe 
the same for their indemnitie, wherin you maye w'ell deale, finding th’example already 
yealded by them to the French Kings brother. And herin you are to stand earnesily 
with them for the castell and towne of Scluse and the towne of Flushing in the isle of 
Walkering that the same may be delivered into our handes for the better defence of our 
people against the préparation or force of the enemy.

And, in case uppon your motion they shalbe content to yeeld into your possession the 
said townes, then do wee thinke it convenient that you do capitulate with them for the 
defraying of the charges of such garrisons as wee shall thinke meet to be placed in 
the said townes to be repaied at th’end of the warres, uppon repayment wherof and of 
such other sommes as wee hâve already elher lent unto them or geven creditt for, wee 
are content to yeeld unto them any such assurance as they can in reason require for the 
redeliverie of lhe said townes into their handes, protesting unto them that wee hâve no 
longer meaning to retayne them then that shalbe performed, that by mutuall consent 
shalbe capitulated and accorded betweene us, wherof wee hâve given sufficient testi- 
mony by our former accions in other countreyes standing in like hazard that they do 
and hâve bene by us relieved *.

1 Lord Burleigh résume ces instructions en ces ternies : <* To offer assistance from thence in case 
of desperation and that the forces of Casimir and Monsieur shall not be sufficient for their defence. »
( lîrit. Mus., Titus, B. VI, n° 24.)

Tome X. 66
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Lastly, for lhat it is very hard for us precisely to sett downe every particularitie that 

maye concerne the severall poynts oflhe matters above specified, wee are pleased you 
use your discrétion in such sort, having a principali regard to divert the course of your 
doings as may seeme best to further the présent charge commited unto you.

And moreover, wheras Duke Casimir hath requested us to commend unto the States 
certaine of his gentlemen that corne with him, to hâve enlertainme[nt] and good usage 
of lhem, our pleasure is you shall commend those persons and their verlue, as to you 
shalbe thought meet.

Also for our merchants and subjecls inleressed thereand specially for our Merchants 
Adventurers, you shall deale with the Prince of Orange and others of the principali 
magistrats, that lhey may be well inlreated and hav[e] speedy right in ail their lawfull 
demaunds with favour.

(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 77.)

822

MMMCMXLIX.

Jacques de Coninck au Consistoire de l’Eglise flamande à Londres. (E x tra its .)
(Gand, 13 juin to i8.)

Les ministres de Gand ont voulu le retenir ; car, de nouvelles églises ayant etc remises au culte réformé, 
la moisson s’accroît chaque jour. — Difficultés à ce sujet. — Le prince d’Orange est hostile aux 
prêches publics. — Villiers écrit que malgré la pression du peuple il faut se garder de toute 
innovation. — Prêche public dans deux églises de Gand. — Conférence avec Villiers et Taffin qui 
exposent combien le prince d'Orangc blâme la conduite des Gantois. — Les ministres ont décidé 
de ne pas tenir compte de ces remontrances, malgré un nouvel avis reçu du prince d’Orange. — 
Déplorable situation des choses. — Il faudrait des ministres parlant le flamand.

De broeders alhier hebben over ontrent \k  dagen geschreven om my alhier te 
behouden, dewile den oogst dagelicks grooter wordt, ende sindert heeft ons noch de 
Heere verleent opene kereken toe offenynghe onser religie... Doch en hebbe ic ’tselve 
niet bestaen zonder uutermaten grooten aenstoet ende zwaricheyt, ende dat hieromme : 
ic hadde over etlickeweken uuter mont ZynerExcellende genoech verstaen dat hy gansch 
dartegen was,ja ons straffelick achte dat \vy onse huyspredicatien alsoo ruchbaer maec- 
ten meer dan eenige andere gemeynten. Daer na alsoo ic sach dat 't gelai der toehoir- 
ders wonderlick toenam ende dat ons aile plaetsen te enghe waeren. Zo verclaerde ic 
’t selve Domino Villerio die my derop schreef dat ik derop, niet achtende hoe wy van
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de volcke gedronghen waeren, niet nieus tôt uutbreken souden bestaen, ’t welc ic 
mynen metbroederen dicwill voorhielt. Des niet tegenstaende, den eersten sondach 
daerna hebben sy in twee kercken gepredict... Alsoo wy nu t’ Antwerpen commen, zoo 
zyn wy ter sprake gecommen met Monsieur Villerio ende Taflin die ons met ernstige 
woorden verclaert hebben hoe grootelick het doen dier van Ghent Syne Excellentie 
mishaechde, daer beneven voorgehouden vele inconvenienten ende periculen deruut te 
ontstane.Eyndelick hebben met menigerhande redenen ende hooghe worden ons gebe- 
den, vermaent ende gedreven dat wy souden voorts afstaen, indien wy Syne Excellentie 
niet de hoogst swaericheit ende den vaderlande het merkelicste pericule aenbrengen 
wilden... Emmers sy hebben my alsdoe so verre gebracht dat, so ic eenigen middel sage 
om te verbeteren, ic voorgenomen hadde haren raet te volgen. Des vrydachs te Ghent 
gecommen, hebbe ie zulx myne mitbroederen aengedient, welcke aile te gelyc voor te 
gaen besloten uul redenen die oie zeer gewichtigh waren, ende de andere na myn oor- 
deel te boven gyngen ; want het welvaren deser stat ende oie den welstant aller gemeyn- 
ten in Vlaenderen die op ons de ooge hebben, daeran hynct. Dit nu wederom aldus 
gesloten om voort te gane (want het my onmogelick was le verhinderen of ic schoon 
gewilt hadde), zyn des saterdaechs briefven gecommen, ende eenen van Zyne Excel- 
lencie an ons ministers, der met wy met corten maer heftige woorden vermaent waren 
ons te wachten van suie voornemen. Desen brief hebben wy sommigen der heeren 
ende notabele voorgelesen. Dan is eyndelick derop geresolveert dat wy niet mochten 
de aengegeven sake nalaten, noch onderlaten voor eenigen tyt, soo dat ie met grooter 
droefheyt ende benactheyt die dagen doorgebracht, ende sondaechs, met oogmoedicheyt 
ende beven, ten Jacobynen gepredict. Aile saken staen hier noch seer rauw : wy en 
hebben uuter Synodo gheene dienaren onser spraecke connen cryghen.

(Hessels, Archives de l’Église flamande de Londres, t. II, p. 622.)

MMMCML,
Don B ernard ino  de Mendoça à don Ju a n .

(Londres, to  juin 1378.)

La principale mission de Cobham et de Walsingham est de négocier la paix.

Pues Vuestra Alteza havra entendido tan punlualmente los buenos officios que esta 
Reyna ha desseado liazer para la quietud y pacificacion de essos payses, no sera neces-
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sario referirlos, habicndo embiado tantos embaxadorcs a Vuestra Alteza, que a boca lo 
habran significado, y agora embia de nuevo a Millord Coban, governador de la provineia 
de Canturberi, y al Secretario Balsingham para procurar, como tan buena hermana y 
aliada de Su Magestad, tengan sosiego y quietud las cossas de essos payses y fin guerra 
tan intestina, y, aun que no fuera esto la volunlad de la Reyna y principal punto y 
cabo de su ynstrucion, segun me han dicbo, de la yntencion de los dos ministros se 
puede esperar qualquier buen successo, segun lo que de su parte pondran, baziendo los 
buenos officios que para conseguirle convenieren : lo quai no he querido dexar de 
significar a Vuestra Alteza, pues sera de mucha ymportancia para los negocios el ser 
genle tan bien yntencionada los que los ban a tratar, cumpliendo yo en esto con la obli- 
gacion que tengo por cl estar aqui sirviendo a Su Magestad. Dios lo encamine como 
mas convenga para los de su servieio y la Serenissima persona de Vuestra Alteza 
guarde, etc.

(Archives de Simancas, Estado, Leg. 831, fol. 282.)

MMMCMLI.
Lord Cobham et Walsingham à William Davison.

( C a n t e r b u r y ,  i l  j u i n  1578. )

Ils lui recommandent de faire en sorte qu’ils trouvent un accueil favorable à Anvers.

After our hartie commendations. We hâve thought yt meele lo let you understand 
that we weare dispatched from the Courte the xv111 of this présent, but, in respect of the 
greatnes of our trayne, being six score and odd persons in number, we doubt we shall 
not be hable to reache to Andwarp before the xxvtu,b of the same in any convenient 
sorte, before our arryvall to which place we wish for many good respectes that Casi- 
mir’s aproache were well advaunced. And where, aswell by your owne letters written 
lo me the Secretary as other latelie receavid from thence, yt appeareth that yt is 
looked for we should bring great thinges with us, and that, yf yt faule out otherwies, 
we are like to be hardlie well com, a matter we greatlie wonder at, for, yf yt be dulie 
looked into and the inconveniences considered that Her Majestie hath drawen uppon 
her by incurring the King of Spaines enmitie and the dainger of th’arrest of her sub
jectes goodes that trade into his dominions like to follow, thorough the assistaunce she 
hath alreadie geven them, though not in such sorte as they desyred, yt will then appeare
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thaï there is great cause that her ministers should be well com and they may be thought 
ingrate in case they should be otherwies then well used. We doubt not but, yf such 
speeches be geven ont, youe will, as in duty apperteyneth, let them plainelie under- 
stand that they do greatlie forgett them selves, and may therebie provoke Her Majestie 
torunne annother coorse then wilbe for their beneffit.

Of our setting fourth and what we thincke ffitt to be replied unto such ingrate 
speeche, we hâve found yt expedient to advertise you. And, so desiring that we may 
often here from you, before our arryvall at Andwarpe, towching the stale of ihinges in 
that countrie, and the speeches w'hich shalbe from tyme to tyme geven out concerning 
our comming, we bid you farewell.

From Canlerbury, the xvu' of june 1S78.
(Record office, Papers o f  Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLII.
Le docteur Wilson à JFalsingham.

(-18 JUIN -1578.)

Conférence de la reine avec l’envoyé du duc d’Alençon; elle lui a déclaré qu’elle ne verrait pas 
avec mécontentement ses tentatives pour protéger les libertés des Pays-Bas, s’il n’y associait aucun 
sentiment d’ambition personnelle.

It pleased Her Majestie yesternight somewhat late to déclaré unto me what had 
passed betwixte Her Highnes and Du Vray, whiche I thought good to déclaré unto you. 
Her Majestie, hearinge tliis man declaringe the conformitie of his master and usinge 
al the good wordes that myght bee to wynne credite and favour, sayde, with thankes 
geaving for soche a dévotion offered, that she woulde bee gladde (o doe hym good, so 
that he did take good wayes. And, towehinge the Kynge, Her Highnes wyshed hym to 
hâve regarde to his dewtie, and not to attempte any thynge to the dérogation] of his 
brother, but so to behave hymseife as the wysest and the worthiest maye judge the 
best of hym. For the perplexed Lowe-Cowntrie, yf he had a careful mynde to helpe 
them to their liberties by force of armes agaynst the spanyshe tyrannie, without any 
mynde to usurpe upon them under the colour to doe them good, Her Majestie woulde 
not onely wel like of soche dealinge, but woulde gladly joyne with him in assistance
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to doe so good a deede. And herein, as he showlde get greate honour to take that cowrse, 
so showlde France receave greate profite, when soche w'er folowers with hym aboute 
this enterpryse, who tarienge al home and lyvinge disconlenled, woulde never suffer 
the reaime to hee at rest. Moderate forces brought to the States by Monsieur woulde 
avoyde suspicion of usurpinge and encowrage our Soverayne, upon the view of soche 
ayde and assurance of playne dealinge, to joyne with her assistance for this good acte 
to bee doone. Du Vraye resteth greatly contented with this speache and halh a letter 
frome Her Majestie to this ende, presentlie to départe, receavynge a cheyne of the 
valew of 80u starlinge.

For your malters sent unto me by Mr Tremayne, I wyl deale in them as I maye. 
And for Mr Bowes,I had doone that before your letter came,conferringe with My Lord 
Treasurer by my letlers, with whome to morow'e, upon the Starre Chamber daye, I 
doe mynde to speake at large, and so with the rest of the Cownsel.

Upon fridaie next I shal knowe Her Majesties pleasure for those that are to goe into 
Germayne. Mr William Gorge this daie setteth forlhe W'ith the Swyfte Suer to deale 
agaynst pyrates w'estwarde, havvnge receaved instructions to that ende yesterdaie.

I doe sende unto yow this letter enclosed, whiche came out of the northe, praynge 
yow to commende me to My Lord Cobham and to al your worshipful companie there. 
And thus God sende unto yow good successe in al your affayres.

Frome the Cowrte, this 18 of june 1S78.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLIIL
William Davison à lord Burleigh.

(Anvebs, 22 juin 1578.)

Le duc d’Alençon a envoyé à Anvers M. de Dammartin pour déclarer en son nom qu’il persistait dans 
sa résolution. — Méfiance qu’inspire le comte de Lalaing. — Prise de Limbourg. — Tentative 
dirigée contre Bois-le-Duc. — Mort du comte de Berlaymont et du comte Charles de Mansfeld. — 
Marche du duc Casimir. — Questions religieuses. — Bruit de la mort du prince de Parme. — Siège 
de Dalhem.

Maye it please Your Lordship. There wras some good hope, when 1 laste wrote unto 
Your Honour, that lhe projectid voyage of the Duke of Alençon towardes these coun-
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tries woulde hâve quailid upon the différences belwene his comissioners and the States, 
thoughe since it aperith that the difficulties in there treatie hath not changed his reso
lution. Three or four daies since, the States receivid letters from him signifienge the 
continuans of his purpose and advauncement of his préparations to corne downe to 
their assistance, thouglie he finde himself somewhal grived with there slraightnes in 
the pointes of différence betwen his said deputies and them, the rather consideringe the 
sincerity, affection and roundnes which he had alwaies shewed in there bchaulfes, 
wherof he doubtid not they woulde hâve considération. A daie or two afler the rcceipt 
therof, here arivid from him one Dampmartyn, who, having his audience once or twice 
of the Prince, did by his discourses let him understande that the Duke was not to be 
divertid from his purpose, having (as he saieth) so farre ingaged himself as he cannot 
go backe, partly in respecte of his charges which he woulde be loth should turne to 
smoke, partly for his creditt and réputations sake, havinge enterteynid divers men of 
accownte for this only service, whome he would not deceave and abuse, partly to cleare 
himself of the accusation of the Kinghis brolher and the brutes generally given fourth 
of his intention to trowble the State at home, whatsoever pretexte he toke of an enter- 
prise abroade, and especiallie, as he saith, upon the encouragement of the Queen our 
soveraigne, who hath herin promised him her uttermoste favor and assistance, and will, 
he assureth himself, together with the princes protestantes of Fraunce and divers 
princes of Germany, beeome caution and underlake for him in this behaulf '. As for his 
employment in Burgundye or accepting the reste of the States offers, he puis them in 
no hope, or rather assureth the conlrary. So as it mayc easily apeare what drifte he 
hath and of howe daungerous conséquence his enterprise wilbe for theis countries, 
especially if there be intelligence betwene him and his brother : a thing undoubtedly 
belevid of a nomber that be wise and of good discours. Howebeit, as the Duke for his 
parte, so the King on the otherside doth coningly disguise the matter, havinge this 
laste weeke, in his letters sent hither unto the Prince, earneslly inveighed against his 
brother s course, disswading him in any sorte from harkeninge unto him, and withall 
adviselh him rather to attende to some honest composition with the King of Spaine, 
wherin he offerilh verie faithfully to employé himself, and not wilhout grete hope and 
likelyhode (as he saith) of doinge good. The gentleman by whome theis letters were 
sent, passed by Graveling, where beinge, as he affirmeth, staide by La Mote, his instruc
tions perused and himself intreatid with some indignitie, he retournid to dallais, from 
whence, having advertised the King his master of that accident and attending His Majes-

' Le 24 juin 1878, Mondoucet et Des Pruneaux écrivirent aux États-généraux que la reine d’An
gleterre désirait qu’ils conférassent avec ses envoyés, pour le bien et l'utilité commune des Pays-Bas. 
(Bibl. roy. de Bruxelles, Ms. 7199, fol. 187.)
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lies farther plcasure, he haih in the meane lyme sent hither both his lelters and instruc
tions to the Prince, whose aunswere and advise he expectitii er he procede any fartiier. 
In the meane while, it is not without suspicion that ali this tendelh to a disguisinge of 
the intelligence betwene the King and his brother, and to make them here so much the 
less suspicious of the daunger which threatnith them in that respecte.

Rochepot hath, since his returne into Fraunce, written to his collègue Monsieur de 
Pruneaux that the Duke was upon his departure towardes Angiers, to give order for 
the spedie addressing and marching of his whole army, and that he had in the meane 
lyme ordeynid 2,000 footemen and 500 horse to repaier downe to the frontier, to be 
emploid where the Count Lalaigne and they had agreed : which letter, beinge inter- 
cepted and fallen into the handes of the States, hath not a litle encreasid lher suspicion 
of the said Countes actions and proceadinges, and of the daunger which his follie or 
infedilitie doth threaten unto them, wherof it cannot be longe er we sec some effecte.

Tb’enemye doth on the otherside besturre himself. Those trowpes, which about xij 
or xiiij daies since inade towardes Gueldres, conducted by Monsieur de Hierges, in 
hope to hâve encounterid with cerlein of the States reisters, missing of that purpose, 
hâve attemplid the towne of Lymborche above Mastright, which, not without suspicion 
of treason, is yelded up unto them, a thing of speciali importance for th’enemye, aswell 
in respecte of the comoditie of victuali, which the country about it affourdethe, as for 
the better travailinge and anoyance of those of Mastright. Since, another companie of 
horsemen, estemid to the nomber of 1,500, made towardes Bos-le-Duc,lo attemptethe 
reisters gatherid together theraboutes, but fînding them in better termes then they lokid 
for, returnid with the slaughter of 50 or 40 of them, and the loss of as many of there 
owne, in which meane while an other company of there horsemen defeatid a parte of 
the Viscount of Gaund his bande of ordynance, whome they surprised in a village 
besides Engien. Bapalmes was this weke in daunger of surprisinge by certein paisans 
theraboutes, tenantes to Monsieur de Vaux, whome he had subornid to that ende, 
having intelligence with the liuetenant of Monsieur de Câpres governor lhereof, but by 
good happe the malter succeadid not to there expectation.

At one instant we hâve had advice of the death of the Count Barlaymont, the Count 
of Meghen his sonne, and the Count Charles Mansfelt.

By tW'O gentlemen arived here from the Duke Cassimire, 1 understande that he is 
upon his waye, and wilbe about the xxvuth of this présente at his place of rendé-vous. 
They bave here in the meane lyme to treate with the States upon certein pointes in 
difficultie betwene the Duke and them, towching the treatment of the ij eoronelles. 
Bouc and Steyne, and the enterteynement of the princes and noble men that do aecom- 
pany him in this journeye, of whose contentation in this behaulf there is yet no great 
likelyhode.



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. S29

The matter of religion is still upon the frame, and, thoughe the clergie and others do 
verie much impoigne it, yet is it not without hope to be brought to good point, er it be 
longe.

Mr Gilpin is retournid out of Germanye without any fruité at ail of his négociation.
The newes is came hither this morninge that at Lymborche, since th’entrye of the 

Spaniardes, the fire hath taken in the store of gounpowder bestowed in the castle, 
which by that accident is blowen up and ruined with the slaughier of many, amongest 
whome the Prince of Parma, Moundragon, and others of qualitie are named.

Withall it is advised from Mastright that th’enemy is nowe corne downe to Dalem, a 
litle towne not farre from lhence, and hath alreadye made a furious battry against it. So 
as they do heare loke everie howre for newes of the takinge or rendring of the same, 
which in divers respectes will breede ill neighborhoode to those of Mastright.

And this is asmuche as I hâve presently to troble Your Honour withall, of whome I 
moste humbly take my leave.

Antwarpe, the xxu'h of june 1578. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLIV.

William Davison à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.
(Anvers, 22 juin 1378.)

Prêts à faire aux Etats.

It may please Your Honours. The States hâve this morning signified unto me by 
their deputies that they hâve made a partie with certein marchauntes uppon the credit 
of Her Majestie for ÜlGjOOO11 sterling or theraboutes, part in alunes, parle in mony, 
th’one and other payable according to the note which herewith I send Your Honours '. 
The mony is not to be delivered till the marchauntes be assured of lier Majesties

* Je reproduis cette note de Davison :
/ 8,518'' 5S 7d are due the last of february 

There is due to Mr Horatio Palavicino uppon \ 1378.
Her Majesties bondes 16,656" 7S 5d whcreof : ) other 8,318" 5’ 7d are payable the last

{ of october 1879.
Of which somme the said Horatio humbly bescicheth payment of the parte due 4 monethes past.

Tome X. 67
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bandes, and therfore do they insist tbe more for the dispalch lherof. And, albeyt I hâve 
made difficulty eilher to promys here or to write over in that bebaulf till Your Honours 
coming, aswell bycause I bave not yet received my indempnity from the States, as for 
that they are bound to rembourse the 20,000" presently in my handes uppon the first 
mony levied by vertue of Her Majesties credit and procurations, which they cannot 
perfourme in this, a good part of the somme being cutt of in debtes, yet hâve I thought 
good in the meane tyme lherof to adverlise Your Honours, to th’end I may be the 
sooner assisled witli your grave advise for my proceeding in that behaulf. And so most 
humbly take my leave in haste.

Andvvarpe, the xxutb of june 1578.
Postscript. In what estate Your Lordshipps are lyke to find thinges here, you may in 

part gess by the copie of my general! letter to the Court, which herewith I send you.
( Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

There is due to Baptista Spinola upon Her 
Majesties lyke bondes 4SJ,424n 4-* whereof:

S,8(>0H 1* and 401“ 2‘, which laste somme 
Mr Davison, Her Majesties agent, gave his parti- 
culer bond in supply of an errour comytted for

I somuch in Her Majesties obligations, are payable 
the last of june 1579, the whole somme of this 
payment admounting to 6,261u 5S.

The rest, being 5,860“ l 5 is payable the last of 
I december 1579.Besides the sommes aforesaid due and payable to Spinola, bolh the States and lie conlynew humble 

suters to Her Highnes that il would please lier to vouchesafc him lyke bondes (as for the former) for 
the somme 5,656“ 7S 4d, which somme he disbursed for the release of certein jewclls ingaged to a 
spanish marchaunt, and wcre delivered with others into Her Majesties handes for her botter caution 
and assuraunce, in case Her Highnes tooke uppon her the contenting of the said créditeurs.

To induce lier Majestie to which humble request it may please Her Highnes to consider of thés 
circumstaunces following:

1. That lhe States, holding the malter as accordid by Her Majestie, hâve delivered into the handes 
of her late agent at his coming thence an obligation for Her Highnes sucrty and indempnitie in that 
behaulf, which bond remayneth yet in the handes of hcr said late agent.

2. That it was disbursed to release certein jewells which were delivered into Her Majesties handes 
to make the hipothèque of the States of so much greater value.

5. It was done uppon comfort and hope of lier Majesties lyke bondes for the same in particuler as 
he had for the rest of the 12,121“ 4 \

4. He is content to take such terme for the payment therof as Her Majestie shall think reasonable, 
although he hopid yt should hâve comprisid in one the termes of his former obligations.

5. In respect of this desirid obligation he is also content to prolong his first payment of 6,261“ 3* 
to any reasonable terme. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMCMLV.

William Davison au docteur Wilson.
(Anvers, 2 2  juin 1578.)

Négociations des États avec le duc d’Alençon, — Armements en France. — Nouvelles des hostilités.

1 did acquaynt Your Honour in my last or former letters of a dispatch sent from the 
States unto the Duke of Alenson, conteayninge the reporte of that had passed on there 
hehalfe with his commissioners, and the reason why they could enlarge them selves no 
farther than they had done in that négociation. Two or thre dayes past, they receavid 
his answere (o the sanie, by which he prétendes to mervayle at the poyntes in différence 
betwene his sayd commissioners and them, beinge such as in his opinion they should 
never hâve stood upon, yf they did well consider what respecte had drawen him into 
this action, and with what roundnes and sinceritie he marched with them. Howbeit, 
presuming those difïîeulties would be well enoughe compoundid betwene him and them 
to the contentment of ether side, he did still continewe his disposition to assist them, 
and to that end advaunced his préparations ail that he might, whereof he thoughtgood 
in the meane tyme to advise them. Within a day or twoe after the receyet of this letter 
here arrived from him one Dampmartyne, who, havinge had audience once or twise 
with the Prince, did by his discourse lett him understan 1 that the Duke is not to be 
chaunged from his resolution, havinge, as he saithe, so farre ingagid him selfe as he 
can not go backe, parllye in respect of his charge, which he would be lothe should 
tourne to smoke, partlye for his credit and réputation sake, havinge interteynded divers 
men of accoumpte for this service, whom he would not deceave or abuse, partelye to 
cleare him selfe of th’accusation of the King his brother and the brutes generallye geven 
fourthe of his intention to trouble the state at home, whatsoever pretext he tooke of an 
interprise abroode, and especiallye upon th’encouragemente of the Queen our Sove- 
rigne, who halhe herein promised him lier utterniost favoure and assistance, and will, 
he assurethe him selfe, together with the princes and protestantes of Fraunce and divers 
princes of Germanye, become caution and undertake for him in this behalfe; and, as 
for his employment in Burgundie or acceptinge the rest of the States offers, he putes 
them in no comfurthe, or rather assurethe the contrarie. So as it may easylye appeare 
what drifte he hathe, and of what dayngerous conséquence his interprise wilbe for thés 
contries, especiallye yf there be intelligence betwene him and his brother : a thinge not 
doubtid of suche as bc of any reasonable discourse. Howbeit, as the Duke for his parte,
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so the King on th’other side, dothe coninglye disguise the matter, havinge this iast 
weke, in his letler sent hither to the Prince, earnestlye inveyhed agaynst his brothers 
course, diswadinge him in any sorte from harkninge unto him, and wilthall advisethe 
to attend some honest composition wilh the King ofSpayne, wherein he offerethe verie 
faythfully to employé him selfe, and not without great hope, as he sathe, of doinge 
good. The gentleman by whom thés letters were sent, passed by Gravelen, where 
beinge, as he afllrmethe, staied by La Motte, his instructions perused, and him selfe 
intreated with some indignitie, he retourned to Calis, from whence, having advertised 
the King his master of that accident and attendinge His Majesties further pleasure, he 
hathe in the meane tyme sent hither bothe his letters and instructions to the Prince, 
whose aunswere and advise he expectethe, ere he procede any further. In the meane 
while it is not without suspicion that this tendethe to a disguising of th’entelligence 
betwene the King and his brother, and to make them here so much the les suspicious 
of the daynger which threatenethe them in that respecte.

Rochporte hathe, since his retourne into France, wrilten to his collègue Monsieur des 
Pruneaux that the Duke was upon his departure to Angiers to geve order for the spedie 
addressinge and marclting of his whole armye, and that he had in the meane tyme 
ordeyned 2000 footemen and 500 horse to repaire downe to the frounters, to be 
employed wher the Count Lalaygne and they had agreed : which lelter, beinge inter- 
ceptcd and l’allen into the handes of the States, hathe not a little encreased ther suspi
cion of the said Comités actions and procedinges, and of the daynger which his follye 
or infidelilie dolh threaten unto them, wherof il can not be longe ere we see some effect.

Th’enimye dothe on th’other sid besturre him selfe. Those troupes, which about 
xij or xiiij dayes since maid towardes Gueldres, conducted by Monsieur d’Hierges, in 
hope to hâve incounlred certayne of the States risters, missinge of that purpose, hâve 
attempted the towne of Limbourghe above Mastrich, which not withoute suspicion of 
treason is yeldid upp unto them : a thinge of speciali importance for th’enimye, as well 
in the respecte of the commoditie of victuali, which the countrie theraboul affourdethe, 
as for the better travaylinge and annoyance of those of Mastrich. Since, an other com- 
panye of horsemen, estemid to the number of 1500, made towardes Bos-le-Duke, to 
attempt the riesters gathered together therabout; but, findinge them in better termes then 
they loked for, retourned wilh the slaughter of 50 or 4-0 of them and the loss of as 
maynye of ther owne : in which meane while an other companie of ther horsemen 
defeated a parte of the band of the Vicecounte of Gaunte, whom they surprised in a 
village besides Engien. Bapalmes was this weeke in some daynger ofsurprising by cer
tayne peasantes theraboutes, tenaunles to Monsieur de Vaux, whom he had subornid 
to that end, havinge intelligence with the leauetenauntes of Monsieur de Câpres, gover- 
noure therof, butby good happ the matter succedid not to ther expectation.
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At one instaurée we hâve had advise of the de ath of the Count Barlamount, lhe 

Count of Meghen his sonne, and the Count Charles Mansfeild.
By fowr gentellmen arrived here from the Duke Cassimir, 1 understand that he is 

upon his way and wilbe about the xxvijth of this présent at his place of rendé-vous. They 
hâve here in lhe meane tyme to ireat with the States of cerlayne poynles of difficultie 
betwene the Duke and them, towchinge th’enterteynment of the princes and noble men 
that do accompanye him in this journeye, of whose eontentation in this behalfe ther is 
yet no great liklyhood.

The matter of religion is still upon the frame, and, thoughe the clergie and others do 
verie much impoigne it, yet is it not without hope to be brought to good point, er it be 
longe.

Mr Gilpin is retournid out of Germany without any fruité at ail of his négociation.
The newes is corne hither this morning that Lymborche, since th’entry of the Spa- 

niardes, the lire hath taken in the store of gounpowder bestowed in the castle, which by 
that accident is blowen up and ruined, with the slaughter of many, amongest whome 
the Prince of Parma, Moundragon and others of qualitie are namid.

Withall it is advised from Mastright that th’enemye is nowe corne downe to Dalem, 
a litle towne, not farre from lhence, and hath alredy made a furyous battry against it. So 
as they do heare loke every howre for newes of the taking or rendring of the same, 
which in divers respectes will breede ill neighborhode to those of Mastright.

Antwarpe, the xxijth of june 1578. (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLVI.

Déclaration de William. Davison.
(Anvers, 23 juin 1378.)

Paiement à faire aux troupes du duc Casimir.

Nous N. N. Embassadeur pour la Sérénissime Royne d’Angleterre en ces Pays-Bas 
de pardeçà, ayant entendu des députés du très-illustre prince Jean-Casimir, Comte 
Palatin du Rhyn, Duc de Bavière, les approches de Son Excellence et de son armée vers
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ces Pays-Bas, et entre autres les difficultés que font ces gens de guerre à cause des 
grands frais et despens sur le chemin à Veenrit, et qu’ils craignent que, venant au pays, 
il y pourroit avoir faute aux vingt mille livres sterlincx promys par Sa Majesté à livrer 
à la place monstre. Pour tant avons bien voullu cerliffier Sadiete Excellence, ses Colon- 
nels, et autres gens de guerre par ceste, comme aussi avons fait le jour d’hier par une 
missive adressée à Sadiete Excellence, que ledict argent est entre mes mains, et que ne 
fauldrons nullement à l’apporter en personne au lieu des montres, sans aulcun retarde
ment, ou en masse ou en bon argent comptant, à leur chois, pour donner contentement 
à ladite armée : ce que prions tous le voulloir croire et adjouster foy au nom de Sadite 
Majesté. En tesmoing de ce avons signé la présente de nostre propre main et cacheté de 
noslre cachet.

Donné en Anvers, le 23 de juing 1378.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLVII.

Lord Cobham et Walsingham à William Davison.
( N i e u p o r t ,  23 j u i n  1S78.)

Ils se sont rendus de Dunkerque à Nieuport. — Réception fort honorable qui leur a clé faite
par l’ordre de l’Archiduc.

Sir, on saterdaye last we arryved at Dunkerke, where \ve founde a gentleman of the 
Archduke attendinge our cominge, by whose meanes we were very honorably receaved 
there, and, departinge from thence this morninge, were, with increase of great good 
offices procured by bis meanes and order, receaved here at Nieuport, in suche sort as 
that we coulde do no lesse but desire youe, in our names, to shew some part of our 
thanckfullnes to the Archduke for the same, and to signifie unto him that our mea- 
ninge is to advertise Her Majesty therof, that, accordinge to the courtesie we hâve 
receaved by his order, he may receave lhanckes from Her Highnes with correspon- 
dence of lyke good offices, wlien occasion shall serve him to send any of his minis- 
ters to Her Majesiy. The greatnes of our trayne and trouble of our cariages cause us 
to be longer on the waye then otherwyse we woulde; but on friday night we meane
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to lodge at Steken, where we desire youe to meete us, to the end we maye conferre 
with youe of some poyntes, wherof we thincke it necessary for us to be informed for 
the furtherance of the présent service. And so we bid youe right hartely farewell.

Nieuport, the 23 of june 1S78.
W e are geven to understande that the Archeduke and the States doe départe pre- 

sently for Brusselles, wherof we desyre to be advertyced, to the ende we may dyrect 
owre coorse accordyngly.

(.Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLVIIL

fTalsingham à  Christophe Hatton. (E x tra it .)
( H o r n b y ,  23  j u i n  1578.

Il insiste sur le besoin qu’on éprouve aux Pays-Bas de l’appui de la reine d’Angleterre.

Sir, Your honourabie and friendly dealing towards me, confîrmed by divers of my 
friends, especially by Mr Tremayne, doth give me just cause to be thankful for the 
same; but herein I had rather yield satisfaction in deeds than in words. I am greatly 
grieved, considering the perilous State this country standeth in, to fînd Her Majesty so 
strangely affected as she is. I hope, when Her Highness shall bave duly considered 
(upon perusing our letters sent as well to herself as to My Lords) what dangerous 
inconvenienees are likely to follow, and to what confusion these countries will corne 
unto, if she withdraw her gracious assistance, she will then prefer her safety and honour 
before her treasure. Protesting unto you, before God, that, if Her Majesty do not look 
unto it in time, yea, and that out of hand, I see no remedy but the French will be 
masters of the country. Seeing the péril so great and knowing how careful you are of 
Her Majesty’s honour and safety, I do assure myself that you will take the matter in 
such sort to heart as the cause importeth.

(Publié p a r M. Harris N icolas, Life o f sir Christopher Hatton, p. 6S.)
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MMlVICMLIX.

Instructions données par Cobham et JValsingham à Killigrew, 
Carie, Pellam, Carew et Malbij.

(Dunkebqbe, 23 juin 4578.)

Enquêtes secrètes à faire sur la situation des Pays-Bas.

Instructions given to HP Killigrewe, S r George Carie, MT Pellam, Captaines Careu; 
and Malby and theire associats.

Of ail suche cities and townes youe corne into, which are of any accoumpt, youe shall 
observe the strengthe as well by seituacion as by otber fortificacion made and furniture 
of garnisons.

Youe shall, in the same townes and other places youe passe thoroughe, informe your 
self of the inclinacion of the inhabitants and people to peace or warre.

W hat party Don Juan hathe in those townes and places and howe they stand affected 
to him or the Stats.

Howe they stande affected in religion and whether there be any disposieion in lhem 
to tollerate bolhe.

W hat willingnes is in them to paye suche taxes as are alreadie imposed and howe 
they coulde endure it, if the same shoulde be continued or greater be raysed uppon 
them, in case the warre growe in lengthe.

W hat union there is emonge them and what lyklynes to be continued.
Whether the contries youe passe thoroughe and the townes youe corne into, be well 

peopled or no.
Howe affected they stande generally towards Her Majesty and howe towards France.
Howe the gentlemen dwellinge out of the townes (abrode in the contrie as youe shall 

passe) are affected h
(.British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 78.)

* Ces instructions étaient données conformément à l’ordre de la reine d’Angleterre. Voyez plus 
haut, p. B20.
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MMMCMLX.
Le comte de Leicester à JValsingham.

(Buxton, 24 JUIN 1378.)

Son espoir de voir la reine prendre une résolution énergique.
M r Secretary, I  receaved your letter (dated at Canterbury) this x x i i j  of june here a t  

Buxtons, being gladd, though hit shalbe to your cost and paine, that you shall yet be 
able to judge what shalbe fytt for Her Majestie to doe, and whether she hath byn rightly 
councelled heretofore or no. I can but wyshe ail good success in your jorney, both to 
Godes servyce and your countrey. For my none parte, tbougb 1 hâve no desier wilhout 
som better hope to hast me to the place you lately left, yet be you well assured that, yf 
ther be or shalbe any good cause, whearin 1 may any way serve Her Majestie, the reaime 
and any particuler devolyon also to the cause, I wyll nether regard health, wealth, nor 
lyffe yt self to offer ail for to doe any smale servyce in those causes, and therfore shall 
I linger no longer than I may hear from you ; and, yf malters fall owt that we may be 
sett a worke, be you seure I wyll sone be reddy to accomplyslie ail thinges appertening 
to my pore person. And so, having no newes but that I fynd great good in this bath 
alredy for the swelling you felt in my legge, not by drinking, but by goinge into the 
bath, I wyll here make an end, and wold fayn wryle to My horde Cobham, but I am 
puld away from this, being forbydden to wryte rnuch, as this day I hâve to Her Majestie 
and to others.

In hayst, 24 of june. ?

Sir, Yow shall do wel to lay doune in the letter yow write to Mr Secretarie Wylson, 
such reasons as may induce Her Majestie to forbeare the repayment of the twenty

MMMCMLXI.
Walsingham à William Davison.

(Nieuport, 24 juin 4378.)
Il l’engage à exposer à la reine les difficultés de la situation des Pays-Bas.

T ome X. 68



538 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
ihousande poundes duc uppon the first receipt made by lhe bondes of the hundreth 
thousande, which may be these : first, the great necessitie lhey presently stande in and 
are to grow into more and more, for the interteinement of such forces as they hâve 
alredy within the contrie, and the other that are on the vvay, the condition of which 
forces standeth so that, if they shold fayle of such payes as may be due unto them, 
there were like to insue such disorder as the danger that might ensue thereof, wold 
not be recovered with farre greater expenses ; and, as for the States, they hâve no other 
meanes to helpe themseives with ail, in these great distresses, but onely Her Majesty’s 
goodnes, whome they confesse and acknoledge theire onely deliverer. Againe, these 
marchandises, which are delivered to raise the présent somme of, are not in thaï specie, 
which may be to content Her Majestie, by the wordes of the bonde it self, and, beinge 
delivered here for the satisfyinge of certaine dettes due to marchantes as their meaninge 
is, procuringe by that meanes a more readines to fournishe them with money hereafter, 
the matter may be greatly beneficiall to them, and they caused to be more thankefull 
to Her Majestie for the same. Moreover, the retourne of Gylpin out of Germanie, whose 
négociation hath nothinge prevailed, so that they are utterly destitute of ail hope to 
recover any at ail, if, by this overture which is to be made by the lone that Pallavicini 
yeldeth them, others can not be induced to give them the like credit, which wold not 
be done, if Her Majestie shold make diflicultie to give her bondes for lhe asseurance of 
the same, unlesse she might be first payed by the meanes thereof : wherein if Her 
Majestie can be pleased to dispense with them, it may be there wilbe meanes founde 
both to helpe their necessitie and to satisfie Her Majestie to her full contentement. 
These and such like reasons yow may lay doune unto him, as meanes to induce 
Her Majestie to forbeare them for a time. And so I leave yow to the grâce of God.

Newport, the 24 june 1578. (Record office, Pap, o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLX1I.
William Davison à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.

(24 j u i n  1578?)

Négociations des Etats avec le duc d’Alençon. — Arrivée du duc Casimir en Gueldre. —
Nouvelles des hostilités.

It may please Your Lordships. I wrote unto Your Honours on sonday laste by th'or- 
dinary post, and since bave iyved in an howerly expectation of the newes of your
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arryvall, wherof I understood no certeinly till this morning by your letters. Since the 
receipt of which, according to Your Honours direction, I signified unto tiie Archduke 
how much Your Lordsliips did ihink your selfes honnored and satisfîed with the great 
good entreatement receaved both at your landing and by the way (horough his favour 
and commaundement. He semith to be very gladde, as he hath in the meane tyme often 
sent unto me, and desired to be asserteyned of your directed journeys,to th’end you might 
be the better accomodated by the way and the more honorably receaved here, wherein 
till now I could give him no contentement.

In whatestate you shall find thinges Itéré Your Lordships might gess by my last. On 
ntonday morning, Dampmartin, having craved audience of the States, made a long and 
very formali oration in their consistory, but without shewing any ntanner of authoritie 
or creaunce front the Duke, declaring unto them the Duke’s resolute intention to 
assist them with xm fotemen and 2,000 horse, the readines of the moste parte of his forces, 
that their necessity and his ow’ne promys could not stay any longer treaties, but would 
referr a full conclusion of ail thinges to bis coming, not doubting but lhey should very 
well compound them, tending wholie to the coulloring of the Duke’s enterprise as a 
thing undertaken only for their assistaunce and which, if they w’ere well advised, they 
would entbrace as the help that of ail other was most necessary and profîitable for them, 
assurint? them with ail that he did continew his résolution to corne downe accordins to 
his first promys, that his forces were for the most part ready to mareh, that he was 
content to remytt the conclusion of the conférence betw'ene him and them to his coming 
amongst them, not doubting but that they should well ynough compound ail diffi- 
cultyes. And in somme, that whether lhey desired him or not, he wras not to be diverted 
from his purpose.

This discourse lhey prayed him to set downe in wriling to th’end they might the 
better consider of it, which he promysed to do, and to deliver over as yesterday rnor- 
nyng, but hath not yet done yt that I lieare of. This matter, being of no litle consé
quence, doth make them think Your Lordships’ staye the longer, bycause in the meane 
tyme they wote not what to think,

The Duke Casimirc is arryved in Gueldres, as I understand from his agentes, who, 
since my last dispatch, delivered unto me the letters herin closed from him to be con- 
veighed to the Court, which not knowing what they import, I bave thought good to 
address unto Your Honours.

Dalen besides Mastricht is taken of th’ennemy, and the défendantes cruelly put to the 
swerd. Th’aceident of Lymborch, with the death of the Prince of Parma and Mondragon, 
hath bene confirmed by letters from Liege.

On fryday night I will, God willing, wayte uppon Your Honours at Stechen according



to your apointement. In the meane tyme leaving to trouble Your Lordships, I most 
humbly, etc.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMCMLXI1I.
Don Juan à la reine d’Angleterre *.

(Au CAMP, PJIÈS DE Jauche, 23 JUIN -1Î578.)

Les articles proposés par les États répugnent à toute honnêteté. Des indignités exorbitantes se 
commettent tous les jours, mais il reste prêt « à leur procurer la pacification qu’eulx-mesmes 
» pourroient souhaiter, bien que se voie que leurs actions en sont tant eslongées que je ne me puis 
» persuader qu’à bon escient ils y veullent entendre ».

(.Record office, Papers of Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLX1V.
William, Davison à lord Burleigh.

( A n v e r s ,  23 j u i n  t378.)

Questions financières.

It maye please Your Honour. Whereas Her Majestie hath at th’instant requeste of the 
Generall-Slates of theis Lowe-Countries bin pleasid to graunt unto them hcr bandes for 
the taking up of the somme of one hundrethe thowsand poundes sterlinge, and to that 
effecte hath cawsed two severall procurations to be made fourth signed with her hande 
and passid under her great seale, aucthorising me to deliver sufficient obligation front 
my self bindinge Her Majestie and her successors for the repayment ofsueh sommes as 
by vertue of the said procurations shoulde be levied and recouverid ; and whereas the 
said Estâtes, havinge thereupon treatid and concludid here with Phillip Cataneo in the

1 Ce document n’a pas été retrouvé au Record office; j’en reproduis l’analyse d’après mes notes.
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natne and behaulf of Oratio Palavicino, marchant of London, for the somme of 
xvjm vjc xxxvju vij’ nj11 sterlinge, repayable th’one half in february nexte, th’other 
half in the monethe of oclober followinge, which shalbe in the yeare 1579, as maye 
apeare by the cope of the States’ indempnitie herewith sent, hâve requestid me lo 
promis and stand bounde that aswell Her Majestie as the cittie of London shall deliver 
or cause to be deliverid unto the saide Oratio Palavicino lhere sufficient bandes for the 
repayment of the said somme at the learmes before rehersid, wilhout any refusall or 
délayé, which promis and assurance I hâve by vertue of my said commission passid 
unto them. Forasmuch as the ratifienge and confirminge this deed of myne on the 
parte of Her Majestie is a thinge greatly importinge Her Highnes service and creditt in 
divers respectes, I do therefore herein the more earnestlie comende the matter to Your 
Honour’s care, and besich the same to procure so speedye a dispatche thereof as both 
th’expectation of the States and marchantes maye be satisfied, the promis which I hâve 
passed in Her Majesties behaulf accomplished,and Her Highnes creditt therin kepte and 
enterteyned : whereof not dowhtinge but Your Honour will hâve speciali regard and 
considération, I humbly take my leave.

Andwarpe, the xxv“* of june 1578.
(.Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. A.)

MMMCMLXV.
A v i s  d e s  P a y s - B a s .

(A n v e r s , v e r s  l e  23 ju in  1378.)

Nouvelles diverses.

The frenche traphique in the Lowe-Countries seemeth wholly suspended untill the 
Estâtes understande from the Duke of Anjou how ther offers are accepted, to whome 
they hâve this weeke exeused the breakinge off with his comyssioners, and signyfied 
the causes why they coulde noe farther enlarge them selves in that negotiation.

Mondoucet, Alpheran and De Pruneaux contynew still att Monts, entertayninge 
ther faction in that corner, under pretexte ofattendinge a full resolution from the Duke 
ther master.

The frenche souldiers, lately lett into S. Gislain, are removed thence by order from 
the States, beinge lodged in some villages nere ther aboughts and very well used.



The whole nomber of frenche souldiers in that corner are not estemed at above 
800 menn ait the moste.

Duke Casimir by promyse should bave sett fourlhe from bis howse the xlh of this 
présent, from whome nothinge bathe bene advertised these x or xij daies *.

The proposition towchinge relligion lately made by the Prince of Orenge and others 
to the States is not yett agreed on, butt good hope there is that the matter will hâve 
good successe and that ih’exercise of relligion in some sorte shalbe permitted there er it 
be longe2.

The common people of the Lowe-Contryes rejose verie muche att the comminge 
over of the Lord Cobham and Mr Secretarie Wallsingham, whoe embarqued at Dover the 
xx,h of this présent at 8tb of ye clock in th’afternone. Yt is advertised by letters from 
Parris that the Prince of Parma bringeth greate forces from Italie to the suecour of 
Don John.

Lamothe, governour of Graveline, will in noe case sett att liberty the Archduke 
Mathias Master of bis housholde.

The towne of Graveline is att this présent visited with the plague, which putleth the 
souldiers there beinge many in number, in some greate feare.

Theare hathe very lately bene some quarelinge betwene Lamothes ould souldiers 
and the Frenchemen newly receyved into the towne by him ; the matter is pacefîed, but, 
twoe souldiers of the ould bands beinge killed, it is thought this broyle wille not bee 
emled withowt revenginge there deathes uppon some of the niewe bands.

Monsieur de Liques hath mustered 2,000 footemen this weke att hiscastell of Liques 
with entent to employé them some where er it bee longe.

Abought the xij6 of this présent, there landed att Sluce 50 lighthorsmen and 250 foole- 
men out of Skottlande, and by the nexle faire winde are looked for beside from thenee 
100 lighthorsmen.

The xiiij6 of this présent, there passed through Bruges 500 englishe souldiers con- 
ducted by Mr Norres. Those of the towne sett barailes of beare att the gates for them 
to drinke as lhey marched through the saide towne, usinge them with ail other frendly 
eurtesye.

(British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 14.)
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1 Dans l’un des documents qui précèdent (p. 539), on annonce l’arrivée du duc Casimir en Gueldre. 
* Sur l’opposition du prince d’Orangc aux démarches des Gantois, voyez plus haut (p. 522) la lettre 

de Jacques de Coninck.
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MMMCMLXVI.
L e  d o c te u r  W i l s o n  à  I V a ls in g h a m .

(Greenwich, 26 juin 1S78.)

La reine se plaint de la lenteur du voyage de ses ambassadeurs.

The Queenes Majestie lyked wel thaï yow wer so wel used and that her subjectes 
doe begynne to bee esteemed emongest the Netherlanders. Onelie Her Highnes doth 
mysselyke that Mr Cobham and yow doe not make more hayst, and yet I trust your 
leasurely travaylinge is for the best. For how cowlde yow els discover trewly the state 
of the cowntrie? Although Jacomo bee cumme to yow, yet tins I thought good to Write 
that Monsieur goeth forwarde in his journey, excepte the Queene Mother and his syster, 
who are now both at Alançon with hym, doe alter his détermination.

From the Courte at Grenewyche, this 26 of june 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLXV1I.
L e  d o c te u r  W i l s o n  à  W  a ls in g h a m .

(Greenwich, 2!) juin -1578.)

Motifs divers qui portent la reine à se rassurer.

The Queenes Majestie doth stil heare of your honorable entertaynement every 
where, whereby it appeareth how welcumme yow are to them that hâve neede of ayde, 
whiche when it fayleth contrarie to their expectation, I doe feare they wyl change their 
cheare. I doe Write nothynge nowe, but this onelie that wee doe nothynge here. Doe 
your endevour for a peace, and yow shal hâve thankes upon your retourne. Otherwyse, 
yf yow tel us of warre and the necessitie lhereof, I tel yow plainly wee cannot abyde 
to heare of it. The blowynge up of Lymbourne castel, with the death of the Prynce 
of Parma and Mondragon, yf it bee trew, Stewkeley’s discredite with the Pope and
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his insufïiciencie to doe any harme ihis yere, Monsieur so well enclined to depende 
upon us, as wee are made belyve, and lhe Scottishe Cownsel, not onely the Earle Mor
ton, so earnestly seekynge favour, doe so lulle us in securitie that we doe not feare 
any danger at al. Eaven now is order geaven that the vytayles for the shyppes shalbee 
discharged, for the most parte, the maryners remayninge a litle space after, and most 
like also to bee sent awaye verie shortelie. I praye God that there bee never tryal 
made within this reaime, eilher by foreyne or domestical people, either of the cowrage, 
constancie or loyal faithe emongest us. Thus wyshinge to my Lord Cobham and to 
your selfe your own hartes desire, I doe bydde yow farewel.

Frome the Cowrte at Grynewyche, this 29 of june 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MJV1MCMLXV1H.
L o r d  C o b h a m  à  lo r d  B u r le ig h .

(A n v e r s , 29 ju in  1578.)

Son arrivée à Anvers.

It maye please Your good Lordeshippe. Whe aryved here the 28 of june, marve- 
luslye honored by the nobiletye and States. What success whe shall hâve yn thys owr 
négociation I cane not enye waye as yet judge. The humours be dyvers and deverslye 
yewen. I feare, er yt passes meany monethes, ther wilbe dyvers kyndes of comone well- 
thes. To morow whe schall hâve audyences of Duk Mathias, and so consequyntlye of 
the reste.

I seynd Yowr Lordeshyp yn thys packet two new bockes, yn lateyn, doon by d’Aborn- 
gridge. I praye you let me be commendcd to theContess of Oxeforde and to my Ladye, 
and so consequentlye to ail my lettell fryndes. If ther be enye theynk wher I may sarve 
Your Lordeshyp, I praye commaynde me.

Antwherpe, the 29 of june anno 1578.
(.Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. un
MMMCMLXIX.

L e  d o c te u r  W i l s o n  à  W a ls in g h a m .

(G r e e n w ic h , 30 ju in  1378.)

Relations de La Motte avec Mendoça.

Sir, I am so overlaid with busines lhat I hâve noe leasure to write unto you myself. 
By certaine letlers lately fallen into my handes it is written hether that there is greate 
wante of victualles in Don Jhon’s campe, which is a greate discouraginge to the soul- 
diers, wlioe ar perswaded that the States berde is to longe for them to kombe, as is 
written hether in some of the said letters. My Lord Treasorar hathe willed me to 
acquainte you with the effecte of a letter sente to Don Bernardino de Mendoça from 
La Mothe, to th’end you might the better perceave the Ambassadors affection that waye ; 
but l hâve thought good to send you the very original, that the same may be shewed 
to the Prince and the rest, as you shall thinke good. And so wishinge unto you a happy 
succès in your busines, with a good and shorte rcturne, I bid you moste hartely fare 
well.

From Grenewiche, the laste of june 1378.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 4 )

MMMCMLXX.

L e  d o c te u r  W i l s o n  à  W a ls in g h a m .

(G r e e n w ic h , 30 ju in  1378.)

Même sujet. — Lettres à déchiffrer.

Sir, I did sende to yow this mornyng by Mr Jhon Cobham a letter written frome 
La Mote to Don Bernardino, and this after nowne I doe sende unto yow by the same 
messenger a letter written in cypher, as yow maie see, wherein maye bee matter of 
greate moment, beeing wel decyphred. Yf Saint-Aldegonda can not doe it, nor

T ome X. 69
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Mr Somers, then I woulde yow did sende the same lo jour servante yonge Philippos, 
who is now at Paris and atlendeth upon our ambassadour there. I doe not Write in 
cypher becawse of the faithfulnes of this bearer, and becawse indeede I am not wel at 
ease at this présent.

My Lord Treasurer did intercepte certayne paeketes, whiche beeing delyvered to me, 
1 did fynde this, and the olher in frenshe, emonge the rest. It maye bee that sonie 
greate matter wylbte discovered hereby, whiche God grawnte, that wee, beeinge symple 
and perswading our selfes that every bodie beareth us a good harte, maye see as in a 
glasse how moche we are deeeaved, whtn trcaeherie cummeth to light.

Thus havynge nolhynge to adverlise yow of at this tyme, savynge that our Sove- 
rayne is in verie good healthe, I doe moste hartelie bydde My Lord Cobham and yow 
farewel.

Frome the Courte, this last of june, in the evenynge, 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLXXI.

A v i s  d e s  P a y s - B a s .

(Juillet -1378.)

Principaux événements du mois de juillet.

xii° et xme de juillet 1578. Le Duc d’Alençon vient à Mons en Henault, accompagné 
de douze chevaux seulement, n’estant point appelle du Duc Mathias, ny du Prince 
d’Orenge, ny des Estats, mais tant seulement par Monsr de Lalain, grand bailly de 
Hennault. Ledict Duc d’Alençon escrit au Conseil d’Estat, mandant qu’ils envoyent leurs 
députés à Mons pour traicter avec luy, ayant desjà amené toutes ses forces en Henault 
auprès de Mauboege et Soignies en nombre de douze cents ou mille François. Les Fran- 
çoys et nos gens battent Maubeuge. La bresche faicte, ceux de Maubeuge se volurent 
rendre. Un estrif s’esleva entre les François et nos gens. Les François disoyent que 
Monsr de Lalain leur avoit habandonné la ville au pillage; nos gens y vouloyent avoir 
part, ainsi nos gens se retiroient, laissant là les François, lesquels n’ont rien faict; mais, 
Don Jehan quittant la ville, les François y sont entrés.

xx° de juillet. Ceux de Gandt s’emparent et s’asseurent de la ville d’Ypre. Les con
ducteurs estoyent Jonckheer Jehan Pottelsberghe et Lucas de Here, du collège des Dix-
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Huit hommes, accompagnés des capitaines Jacques Hunoix, Chappelie et Costers. Deux 
heures après, Mons'd’Asche y arriva avec sacavallerie. A l’entrée, la maison de l’Évesque 
et de plusieurs chanoines furent pillées. Il y eut un certain nommé Hofman tué, et aussi 
une femme regardant à la fenestre. On pryt prisonnier le grand-bailly, le greffier Cots, 
le pensionaire Canis, Simon Uytenhove, ’Jan de Visch, Jooris van Halle, feu bailly, le 
sr de Clyte, le pensionaire Utendale, Pieter Vcrmersch, receveur des confiscations : on 
cerchoit Bossart de Schildere, Achilles van Berghe, lieutenant commis par le souverain 
de Flandres, Bellewarde. De tous ceux-cy on ne mena que cinq à Gandt : le grand- 
bailly, Cots, Canis, Uytendale et Meersch.

Le xxij”. On accorde à Théophylus de prescher en l’église de Saint-Martin. Depuis 
on leur a ordonné l’église de Sainct-Nicolas.

xxiu'et xxiiij'. Don Jehan quitta certaines villes qu’il tenoit pour estre mal tenables 
comme Aersehot, Sychem, Diest et aultres, pillant les unes et bruslant les autres.

xxvj”. On a exécuté par feu en la ville de Bruges trois Cordeliers, et quatre femmes 
fouettées de verges, desquelles l’une avoit bien mérité la mort.

xxix°. On a presché publiquement aux églises de Courtray, Menin, Audenarde, Den- 
remonde, Alost, Eecloo, Messines, Deinse et autres villes et bourgades.

Le xxxje july. Don Jehan est venu jusques au trenchys de notre camp avec six à sept 
mille piétons et quatre mille chevaux. Notre camp estoit assis entre Malines et Louvain, 
et pensoit surprendre nos gens; mais il fut vivement repoussé. Le camp lira six-vingts 
coups de artillerie. Y sont demourés morts plus de huit-cents des ennemis, Espagnols 
et Bourgignons. Le sr de Bossu estoit général du camp; le sr de Crecques général de 
l’artillerie.

(Brit. Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 74.)

MMiMCMLXXII.
M é m o ire  a d r e s s é  p a r  le s  M a r c h a n d s  A v e n tu r ie r s  à  l o r d  B u r le ig h .

(Juillet 1S78?)

Ils expriment le désir de voir rétablir leurs anciens privilèges, si, à la suite de négociations 
avec le roi d’Espagne, ils peuvent retourner aux Pays-Bas.

W her it hath plesyd Your good Lordshippe to imparte unto us the governor and the 
assystans of the Merchanls Adventurers of Englande that ther is some good licklyoude 
of agrément betwene Her Majestie and the Kinge of Spaine, for th’openinge of trafficke
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betwene both Theyr Majesties dominions, and are plesed to knowe our opinions conser- 
ning the same : we dowe in ail humblenes shewe unto Your Lordshippe thaï (as we 
and our whole company bave ever ihought and declared) the trafficke with the Lowe- 
Conlries and Spaine is moste necessary for this reaime, while the same maye be 
enjoyed with tondissions honorable to Hir Majestic, and safty to Hir Grâces subjects 
and their goodes. And, wher by reasone of the injuries oflered by the saied Kinge, the 
same (raflîcke balh in polesy bine restraincd, to the inlent, as we bave takine yt, to 
drive the saied Kinge and his contries so to fcel the lacke of the frendshippe and trade 
of England, that lhey myght be inforced to sccke the same at Hir Majesties bandes, 
wherfore such condicions beinge offered, as may like Her Majestie and Hir Grâces 
moste honorable Privy Conseil, we doe in ail humblenes thincke the same mett to be 
accepted, as the effect lokide for by the vcrtue of the saied restrainte, which, in our 
opinions, tendeth greally to the honor of Her Majestie and the reaime. And as our pooer 
felowshippe hath in this servis employed themselves with great care, and lherin borne 
a very hevy burlhen, they doe moste humbly beseche that in this agrément they may 
be so providcd for, as, retourninge into the Loue-Conlries, they maye injoy ail theyr 
ansienl liberties and be salfe frome th’extremity of the Inquesicione.

(British Museum, Lansdowne, 20, n° 42.)

MMMCMLXX1II.
A v i s  d e s  P a y s - B a s .

(Juillet io78 ? )

Progrès du culte réformé aux Pays-Bas.

Toutes les villes de Brabant ont receu la religion, excepté Bois-le-Duc et les villes 
que Don Juan possède, le tout moyennant les articles conditionnels sur ces faicts qui 
avec brief temps se publieront.

Toutes les villes de Flandres indifféremment reçoivent la religion, excepté quelques 
terres de seigneurs et dames hault justiciers, qui s’opposent comme Madame de Glageon 
à Estre et quelques aultres.

Toute la Hollande indifférement tyent la religion.
Toute la Frise sans contrariété la reçoivent.
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Ceulx tle Geldre l’ont requis, à quoy quelques seigneurs particuliers s’opposent. 
Ceulx de Haynault demeurent opiniastres.
Et Artois, Arras, Bétune et Sainct-Tliomer prétendent l’exercise. Ceulx de la châte- 

lenie de Lisle l’ont requis, à quoy le magistrat s’oppose. Malines la receoit sans contra
diction.

(British Museum, Galba, C. IV, p. 2, n° 174.)

MMMCMLXXIV.

R e la tio n  d e  H e n r i  K i l l i g r e w .
( C o m m e n c e m e n t  d e  j u il l e t  1578*)

Renseignements recueillis à Poperinglie, à Armentières, à Lille et à Tournay. — On désire la paix. — 
Trois fractions divisent le pays. — Les taxes sont régulièrement payées. — Les Bons patriotes 
s’unissent aux protestants. — Richesse du pays. — On déteste généralement les étrangers; mais les 
Joannistes accueilleraient plutôt les forces du duc d’Alençon. — En Hainaut et en Artois, le clergé 
et la noblesse s’entendent pour maintenir l’exercice exclusif de la xeligion romaine. — Faible influence 
de M. de Sweveghem et de M. de Rasseghem.

To the ftrsl, \ve saye thaï Poperingc is a very great village unfortified, yet strongly 
scatcd, and fenecd only wilh tornpicks at every streete ende, gardcd by the inhabitants, 
who bc workers of sayes, whcrin and in hoopes consistclhe theire welthe: they watche 
by 1. or lx. nightlyc, and arc able to make 2,000 ütinge inen at neede. A faire river 
passinge thorough theire towne, which servethe to convcy wares to and fro almost ail 
Flanders. The towne apperteynethe to the Bishop of Sint-Omers who drawethe thence 
5,000" yerely.

Armentiers is not fully so great, but as well seated and easie to be fortified, which 
standelhe cheifly uppon clothinge. Theygard themselves, and be fortified as Poperinge 
and be able to make 1,500 men at neede. A faire river passinge thorowghe the towne 
with lyke commodities as hefore was saide of Poperinge. This towne dothe belonge to 
the Count Egmont and is thought to be parcell of his mothers joynlure, which is aunt 
unto Duke Casimir.

L’ile is a vvalled towne, strongly seated with a large rampier of three miles compassé 
and well watered about, with a deepe ditche of 150 foote brode, havinge a great ancient 
castle in the same, neere as bigge as the Tower of London, builded ere nowe by a 
Dolphin of France, when he was in leage with them of Gante. The river passinge thorow
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it, as before was saide of the rest, well inhabiied, riche, and standethe cheifly uppon 
makinge of sayes. It is newly fortifienge with eight great bulwarks on the out side, 
which wilbe ended within six monethes, well fournished with artillery. The bave 4 corn- 
poulder milles, which make excellent good powder. They garde them selves with theire 
burgers, of which they hâve leavied 17 eompanies at 250 a pecce, and at neede are able 
to make as many more. It is a chalenery or goverment of itself, and hathe under com- 
maundement, besides Doway, Orchies and half Armentiers, at least 200 villages. They 
hâve for theire newe fortificacions not spared to demolishe a whole monastery of Jaco
bins lyinge neere the towne walles.

Tournay is grealer then it, but not so strongly seated, havinge for the most part a 
dry dicke, and not so good a rampier, wherin is also a grealer castle buylded hertofore 
by a King of Englande, whose armes be extant bothe over the gâte within and uppon 
a great tower without. The same river passethe as throughe LTle and dothe separate 
the castle from the towne, which standethe uppon ail kinde of crafts and craftsmen by 
whome the towne is garded as L'Ile, not so well furnished with artillery by reason the 
Spaniards transported them against the Prince of Orange in Zellande and Hollande, by 
whome they were taken ; but the townesmen he in hande for a newe supply. Th is towne 
is lied of the province called Tornesis of great importance.

These two townes with the former two villages were merveilously consumed by the 
Spaniards who lay longe in garison emonge them, and thereforc beloved of them accor- 
dingly.

To the seconde, we did gather that, in ail places as we passed, the people desired 
rallier peace then warre, so they might be quit of the Spaniarde and his harde gover
ment.

To the tliirde and fowerth, we learned that there be three faccions or kinde of people 
in ail places we passed. By the first, and in our judgment the strongest (ail circumstances 
considered) are the secreat protestants, because the better part of the papists, which they 
terme Bons patriols and would not be subject to the Spaniards, joyne with them. The 
thirde and weakest are passionale papists called Johannists, which, rather then to forgo 
theire religion, woulde hâve Don Juan to rule and commande them. These last will 
not willingly as the rest tollerale any intérim as th’other seeme willing of and as of la te 
they hâve donne in Languedoc.

To the vlh, we harde that generally they arc contented to paye theire taxes and 
imposicions alreadie accorded, and that they may so long continewe, how long they be 
kept from the annoyance of th’ennemy and that they may worke and trafficque without 
feare.

To the vilh, we observed in ail places the disunion before mencioned in the division 
of theire sondry faccions; but, unlesse we be muche deceaved, the Bon Patriols and the
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Protestant will agréé and dant the thirde, howe soone the superior magistrats at Court 
sliall bende them thereunto, and seeme willinge lhereof, which they looke for sbortly 
after the campe shall marche against Don Juan.

To the vit"1, the contries we passed in this journey and the townes are passing weil 
peopled and furnished with ail kinde of commodities as is not crédible but only to them 
that maye see the same.

To the vnith, we finde them generally to mislyke the comminge in of the fr[ench] forces 
in speache, and yet we see they do nothingc against them in deede, because they Iaye 
in the villages nere the stronge townes without contradiccion. But of Her Majesty they 
ail seeme to be weil perswaded and affected unto, savinge those that for religion are 
Johannists. And, for any sort of strangers to commaunde them, we coulde see no incly- 
nation or lykinge. Therefore the prélats which since the disorder at Gant are affraide of 
alteracion of theire estats, do what they may to disswade bothe from the dutche and 
cnglishe forces, supposinge that Monsieur would fit them better in respect of religion, 
which makethe those of Hennault cheifly (which be of the Counte de Lalains faccion) 
to desire th’aide of France.

To the ixlh, it was tolde us howe the gentlemen for the most part papists, accordinge 
to our first division, especially in Hennault and Artoyse, be caried awaye the rather by 
the perswacion and benefits receaved dayly of the clergie, who fearinge theire decaye 
use ail stratagèmes they may to impeache the tolleracion of other religion then the 
Romaine, and lykwyse the comminge in of any forreyne aydes of other religion then 
that which they professe themselves. But the commons make small accompt of them.

Last of ail, touchinge Monsieur de Sweingham and Monsieur de Rassingham, we bave 
diligently enquired in ail places that we hâve passed by, and could not learne that they 
were so muche as knowen amonge the most part of people whereas we passed, and 
therefore not greatly accoumpted of, but of theire owne particulcr frends and favorers, 
because they be no wayes allied to any of the noble bouses of these coulries, for ought 
we coulde learne.

To conclude, as weil in respect of our hastie jorney and the sondry places we had to 
view (wherof we had but small skill) in so short tyme, together with our want of lan
gage for the most part of the waye and lacke of convenient acquayntance in the rest to 
conferre with others uppon theis Your Honors instruccions, we humbly beseeche the 
same to pardon this our barren and weake report.

(Brilish Museam, Galba, C. IV, 2° partie, n° 79.)
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MMMCMLXXV.
R e la tio n  d e  G e o rg e s  C a r ie  e t d e  W i l l i a m  P e lh a m .

(C o m m en c em en t  d e  ju il l e t  1578.)

Ce qu’ils ont remarqué à Ostende, à l’Ecluse et à Gand.

It may please Your Honours tlial, accordinge lo jour instruccions given unto us, we 
hâve observed suche particularities in (he cir[c]uiie and places wherwon we were 
addressed, as the shortnes of lyme would afourd, which, for Your Honnors better 
underslandinge, we hâve heerin thought good to digest in writinge, cravinge excuse if 
in our report we do nol fully answere and satisfie Your Lordships expeclacion.

First, to beginn with Ostend, we found it seated uppon the sea, from the which it is 
defended with many peeres and jolties made of tymber to theire great charge, least by 
the violence of the su[r]ges tliey might be swallowed up : a poore fisher towne of small 
strenglhe and Iesse garison, neverthelesse well peopled and most of them marriners, 
whose trade is only fishinge, havinge no fortificacion, nor yet the seate fit to be made 
stronge. Tliey had only 5 peeces of brasse in the towne, videlicet sacars and demi-cul- 
veringe, smale store of municion and few skillfull to use the same, the haven barred 
and shallowe, the people poore but reasonable, willinge to contribute toward the 
common cause, many well affectionned to the tolleracionof bothe religions, sory toheare 
of the cominge in of the frenche forces, and desire to be ayded by the company of 
our nacion, no gentlemen affectioned to Don Juan remayninge in that circuite.

W e found Slewis a proper fisher towne muche impoverished and falen into ruyn, 
since they of Bridges bought it of the King, havinge, by a new river forced by art, con- 
veyed the staple of marchandize from them. The seate by nalu[re] very stronge, 
invironed ihree parts with a great rampier and a broade ditche, the other side with a 
stone wall, the haven runinge alongsl the same. The castell adjoyning to the east end 
therof, the which commandethe bothe the river and the towne, it is of suche strengthe 
abeadie, afler the olde maner of buyldinge, as by some newe addicion it woulde be 
imprignablc. It is reasonably well appoynted with ordinan[ce] and municion. The olde 
garrison was wont to be not above thre or foure and fortie persons, but nowe furnished 
with a C and L [ISO] sent from the Prince, under the charge of Jaques Le Groofe, 
one very sounde in religion and very muche affectiond to our nacion. Within the 
towne there are certeyne scluces, by which, at every full sea, they maye let in the water, 
thaï within 3 tydes they maye drowne a great circuit rounde about, as by our
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judgemenls it is not possible any wayes to beseige it, and muche lesse to be wonne 
from a prince thaï maye by sea supply theire wanls. The haven at a springe tyde (as 
they say) berethe xxiiij foote of water, neverthelesse a barred haven at the monthe, but 
within a very good harborowgh for a great navie. The magistrats, as the baylys named 
Joise von Devosten, and the burgmasler Anthony Von Elle, with a nomber of the best 
sort, are well affectioned to the religion, and are throught to over matche th’other 
partie, and yet it is muche peopled especially of marriners. They hâte the name of the 
Spaniards and honour the goverment of the Prince. They mistrust and feare the 
treason of the Frenche, as theire ancienl enemies, and desire the aide and assistance of 
Her Majestie, whose honorable succors bave never ben wantinge to theire afïlicted 
contrimen. They rather desire honorable warre then a treasonable peace, and will 
willingly give lialf they hâve towards the expulsion of theire enemies, that by the 
adventuring of so muche they maye save the rest. Finally this towne maye be lermed 
the kay of Flanders, that openethe and shuttethe the passage of marchandizes as well 
to Bridges as Gant, accordinge as the prince is affected, that shall possesse the sanie.

We founde Gaunt strongly seated by nature in three parts, what by the evennes of 
the grounde and sondry rivers passing thorowe the same and the fourth mosl easie to be 
made stronge by art, the fortificacion wherof, as also of the whole towne, is so farre 
advanced in so short a tyme as passeth mans expectacion, so as within one yere (if they 
proceade as they bave begoonne) it will be founde one of the hest fortifîed townes in 
ail this contrie. They neither spare cost, travaile, nor diligence to forsee and provide for 
the furnishinge of so huge a sarcuite with competent men of warre. They hâve chosen 
Monsieur Riove to be theire corronell-generall, who liathe vj ensignes of footmen and 
C horses, besides xxv corronells alreadie appoynted, celle one to bave vc a peece, 
distribuled in theire quarters for the defence of theire towne, when ncede shall require. 
The people seme naturally to desire warre, to be resolute, valiant and wilfull, as in 
tymes past and in tyme to corne theire accions maye beare wittnes. The greatesl nomber 
given to the religion. They bave publicque preachinge in tsvo churches of the friars, of 
whome sondry beinge openly ditected and imprisoned for sodomie, the rest are fled 
willingly awaye, leavinge theire bouses to serve a better lorne. The magistrats are 
resolulely bent in advancinge religion, where il liathe alreadie wrought that reformacion 
that dronkennes and swering is greatly decreased among them. They accoumpt Don 
Juan, the Pope and the Turke as divells scatered uppon the face of the earthe, and 
hope that the Queens Majesty, our mystris, and the Prince of Orange shalbe Gods 
instruments to deface theire glorye and shorten theire kingdome. They thinke them 
not good patriots that consent to the receavinge of the Freneh, but woulde with ail joye 
welcome and enterlayne our nacion, thinkinge it is no polleay to dwell with them thaï 
hold no faillie, but rather wysdome to imbrace us, whose frendship they hâve alwayse 

T ome X 70
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f o u n d e  a n d  w i t h  w h o m e ,  as it w e r e  b y  an u n v i o l a b l e  k n o t ,  they b a v e  be n  l o n g  U nite d  
a n d  are n o w  lastly c o n f i r m e d  b y  th e  b a n d  o f  re l i g i o n .

(.British Muséum, Galba, C. VI. 2e partie, n° 83.)

MMMCMLXXVI.

R e la tio n  d e s  c a p ita in e s  C a r e w  e t M a lb y .

( Co m m e n c e m e n t  d e  j u il l e t  1678.)

Ce qu’ils ont observé à Bourbourg, à Saint-Omer, à Aire, à Hcsdin, à Arras, à Douay, à Cambray,
à Valenciennes, à Mons et à Ath.

From Dunkerke to Borbroch, (wo légués. Monsieur Sale, off Hennow, cheife cap- 
layne lhere in tbe place of Monsieur Tilye laie governour commaunded to keepe bis 
house within the towne.

There be 3 companies, cc to every company, under tbe charge of Monsieur Sale 
aforesaide, Monsieur Plage and Monsieur Clayes, besides xxxtio gentlemen, well fur- 
nished, and cc burgeses.

This towne is scituated uppon a playne so that, with the diligence they nowe use, 
they will in short tyme make it very slronge, for that by the river they maye bothe fill 
the ditche and drowne the playne about them.

W e fînde them utterley mislykinge the Frenche, the most part given to Papistrie, 
but yet nolhinge affected to Don Juan.

They désire and are in liope of englishe ayde as neede shall requier, as hertofore it 
hathe ben belwixt them : we might judge lheiregood affection to Her Majesty by the 
courtesie they used towards us.

From Borbroche to St-Omer nine leagues. Monsieur Nicholas d’Aubermount, signor 
de Manny, is placed cheife here, for that Monsieur Rennyngham, governor and brother 
to the Count de Reux, is suspected to be a Don Januist.

There are 5 companies under the charge of Monsieur d’Aubermount, Monsieur 
Largela, Monsieur Baumarsh, Monsieur Heresyne and Monsieur Peneroy, whose 
companies are very sufficient men and well furnished. There be vjm townesmen well 
furnished, which are devided, as they terme them some Don Januists, some bonpatriols 
the most bent to papislry. Suche as be, for the Stats will yelde bothe goods and lyfe,
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but the Don Januists murmur muche at this, and it is doublfull howe the présent 
taske wilbe gathered. Rather affected to Her Majesty then France. The Dean ofSt-Omer 
is fled to Don Juan.

Tuesday, the xxiiijth of june to Aire, four leagues. Monsieur de Morbeek, captaine 
and governour of clio men at armes, wbieh company is presently at the campe of the 
Stats under the Ieadinge of his eldest sonne.

This towne lyethe in a fiait, strongly seated and reasonably fortifîed, and maye over- 
flowe the parts about the towne with water, and presently they worke and fortifie 
more, which we coulde not viewe for that the burgeses woulde not consent. Inclined 
to peace rather then warre, but yet will suffer muche extremitie before the spanishe 
government.

This towne hathe no garrison other then the burgeses of the saine, which are in 
nomber viij°, very able men and well furnishfedj and ail bon patriots, but in religion 
papist, and no disposicion to tollerate.

Wednesday xxv june, to Hesding, nine leagues. Monsieur Mountmorency, governor 
in a place of Monsieur de Royon lately displaced.

There be two companies of brave soldiers, under the governour c., and under 
Monsieur de Malyne, base brother to the Vicount of Gant cc.; bothe captaynes 
and soldiers be of the religion. There be also cc lownesmen well appoynted, which 
are under Monsieur Obert, a townesmen and well affected to religion. Affected well to 
Her Majesty and nothinge to France. They drave awaye theire prist for preachinge 
against the receavinge of ayde from Her Majesty and the Prince of Orange.

Thursdaye the xxvjth of june, to Arras, twelve leagues. Monsieur de Caper, gover- 
nour of Artois in the absence of the Viscont of Gant, hathe one c. harquebusers on 
horsbacke lyinge about the towne in villages ; he is suspected to be a favorer of the 
Frenche. Monsieur Ambrose sent froin the Prince hathe also c harqueb[users] on 
horsback, payed by the towne of Arras. It lyeth dry the one half, well rampired and 
deeply diched with one great bulwarke, not yet perfected : this part of the towne is 
subject to grounds ot advantage very necre the walles, which causethe them dayly to 
worke for the better strengtheninge therof. The other part well watered and reasonably 
rampired. There be xxj ensignes of burgeses well furnished and well peopled. The 
inhabitants most affected to papistry.

Friday the xxvij of june, to Doway, six leagues. Monsieur Vilerval, governour dayly 
looked for in the place of Monsieur Stenbeck latly dead ; his deputy lieutenant is pre
sently Monsieur Deuebra, a Germaine. Here be no soldiers, but only the burgeses which 
be xxiiij ensignes meanly furnished. The people here most inclyned to papistrie. The 
towne standethe on flatt, no ground of advantage nere, well rampired, diched and wate
red. Old fortificacion, dayly working in strengtheninge the sa me.
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Salerdayc the xxviij'h of june, (o Cambtay, six leagnes. No governour of the towne, 

butxiiij magistrats which governe weekly by two and twoahvayes; in cases ofdifficultie 
they call together ail the whole counsell. Tliere be xviij companies of burgrses under 
tlieire oxvne leadinges. Tbree parts of the towne is walered and sufficiently diched ; the 
rest better rampired and dipelyer diched, but dry, lying on the discent of a hill. On the 
highest place therof is the citadell strongly rampired with a deepe diche, havinge but 
4 bulwarks, w hich citadell was made by Charles the V'1*, laie emperour. The people 
here most inclyned to papistiie.

Sunday the 29 of june, to Valeneiane, se\en leagues. Monsieur Hamet, of Hennow, 
governour of the towne. The seat is reasonably stronge, lying flatt, well diched, w'atered 
and rampired; on the weakest side there is two bulwarks, wherof one is newr, not yet 
finished, but dayly workinge. There be many in this towne affected to religion. It is 
thought that Don Juan hathe some parties in this towne, for that Monsieur Archonn, 
the governors lieutenant and a cheife man in the citie, hatlte Lis brother called Monsieur 
de Gonny with Don Juan h There be 8 companies of burgeses undcr theire owne lea- 
dinge, well furnished.

Monday the xxx of june, to Monts, seven leagues. Monsieur le Count de Lalayne 
gove rnour there. This towne is strongly seated on a hill, invironed with marish and 
W'ater, very large old fortifieacion. Saving at Soigny gâte, which hath onegreat bulwarke 
for his better defence, there are but two gats in this towne. There be xj companies of 
footmen, reasonably furnished, viz. 3 of soldiers, the rest burgeses. There is one com
pany of lyght horsmen lyinge within the towne under the governor. There be v com
panies of footmen lyinge in the villages about Monts. The Count himself thought 
a Papist and so the most part of the towne. h  is thought lie is muche affected to the 
Frenche, and we found there Monsieur Prignyaue ambassador from the Duke of Alan- 
çon, who hathe lyen there these three monethes and muche made of by the Counte. 
This ambassador hathe perused ail the frontier townes of those parts.

Teusday the first of july, to Ath, seven leagues. Monsieur de Simary, governer 
there. There be S companies sent from the Prince out of Hollande under the leadinge 
of Monsieur Temple, Monsieur Tongerlo, Monsieur de Wynde, Monsieur Seubrande, 
Monsieur Dorpe. These be foure bands. There be 3 companies of burgeses well fur- 1

1 The mimes of such noblemen of Artois and Henault as are gon to Don Juan ;
Le Count de Rueuls; Le Count de Facinberg; Monsieur de Briac and Monsieur Bonny his sonne in 

lawe; Monsieur de Ilelsan and Monsieur de Flamonn his sonne who rendered Phillippeville and there 
remayneth with his company; Monsieur de Rentie; Monsieur de Walget; Monsieur de Losignoll; 
Monsieur de Goncaret; Monsieur de Reion ; Monsieur de Lyques and Monsieur de Vawe, lying with the 
Frenche for Don Juan.
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nished. This tovvne standeth on a playne, no ground of advantage neere unto it, well 
watered with sufficient ditche and rampier, with larg sporrs before the gats. A towne 
of no great receipt.

Memorandum that ail these townes do hope and make accoumpt to be ayded of Her 
Majesty *.

MMMCMLXXVII.

P r o m e s s e  d e s  E ta ts -g é n é r a u x .
(A n v e r s , - l "  j u il l e t  - i o '8 . )

Les États-généraux promettent d’indemniser la reine d’Angleterre au sujet de la garantie qu’elle a 
donnée pour le remboursement de seize mille six cent trente-six livres empruntées à Horatio Palla- 
vicino et de douze mille cent vingt et une livres empruntées à Benedicto Spinola.

\Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles, Reg. des Etats-généraux, fol. 12 et 45.)

MMMCMLXXVII1.

M é m o ire  d e s  a m b a s s a d e u r s  a n g la i s .
(2 JUILLET 4578.)

Questions au sujet desquelles la reine d’Angleterre désire être éclairée.

Sommaire de ce qu’ont proposé Messieurs les ambassadeurs de Sa Majesté Réginale en 
son nom aux députés du Conseil d’Estat, demandans lesdicls ambassadeurs à icelle 
responce par voye d’apostille.
Premièrement, Sa Majesté désire sçavoir surtout, ayant bien souvent recommandé aux 

Eslats le bien de la paix et cercbé partout les meilleurs moyens quelle avoit ès mains 
de leur procurer ung bon repos après si longue et fâcheuse guerre, sy de leur part ils 
ont désir et volunlé d’entendre à la paix, moyennant que le sr Don Juan y entendra 
pareillement, et s’y submectre à telles conditions que lesdicts Eslats et luy trouveront 
agréables? 1

1 La suite manque.
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Et, sy de leur part ils ont une telle volonté, quels moyens ils pensent estre les plus 

propres pour icelle effectuer, et comme ceulx quy s’employeront en Iadiete négociation, 
se régleront pour s’en servir le mieulx à leur proufïict? Quels aussy peulvent estre les 
empeschemens quy la sçauroyent retarder, et comment on y pourvoyeroit?

Sy, toute négociation de la paix rejectée, lesdicts Estats se résolvent à la guerre, en 
quelle sorte y procéderont ou la faisant deffensive ou offensive?

Quels moyens ils ont pour la soustenir et pour combien de temps?
Sy le peuple demeure bien uny et d’accord ensamble contre l’ennemy, et s’il n’est poinet 

à craindre que le faict de religion les esbranle et sépare les ungs d’avecq les aultres?
S’il y a espérance sy les villes quy sont à présent entre leurs mains, tiendront bon?
Sy les contributions jà accordées se continueront, sans qu’il soit à craindre que le 

peuple se plannist ou retirast de dessoubs le joug d’ung sy pesant fardeau?
Sy ce qu’on a desjà furny et contribué pour le furnissement de la guerre, soit con- 

verty à mesme fin et pas aultrement employé que seroit besoing et la nécessité de leurs 
affaires requiert?

Combien de gens de guerre ils entretiennent et comment et où ils les employeront?
Comment ils sont pourveus de munitions et aultres choses nécessaires pour le fur

nissement de la guerre?
Combien de force l’ennemy peult avoir tant à présent qu’avenir, et s’il attend quelque 

secours de France?
(Archives de la Haye, Rey. Angleterre, fol. H8; Brit. Mus., Harley, 787, n° 94;

Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 89.)

MMMCMLXXIX.

C o n fé re n c e  d e s  a m b a s s a d e u r s  d e  la  r e in e  d ’A n g le te r r e  a v e c  le  p r in c e  
d ’O r a n g e  e t  les d é p u té s  d e s  E ta ts .

( A n v e r s ,  2 j u i l l e t  1S 78. )

Conformément à leurs instructions, ils ont traité du rétablissement de la paix, des moyens dont on 
dispose pour faire la guerre, des négociations entreprises avec le due d’Alençon. — Réponses 
qui leur ont été faites par le prince d’Orange et les députés des Etals.

The substance o f Her Majesties ambassadours negotiation voith the Prince o f Orange 
and otliers deputed by the States o f the Lovoe-Contries.

That Her Majeslie, beinge greatly greaved wilh the troubles yt hâve of late yers 
happened in the Lowe-Contries by the continuance of civil warres, and seinge no
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remedie so fitt, nor proper for the removinge of the said troubles as to procure some 
peacc with surety, did, for the desire she had to bringe the same to passe (at hinge well 
knowen unto the States), employé sundry messengers in that behalf as well to the King 
as to his governours of the saide contries.

That, thoughe her Christian and honorable endevor in that behalf toke not that efifect 
that Her Majesty desired, thorough the malignitie of the tyine and some other impedi- 
mentes, which might quite discourage her to proceede to any further dealinge in that 
behalf, yet, notwithstandinge, so longe as there shall remayne any sparke of hope of 
bringing the same to passe, Her Majestie thinckelhe it an act worthie a chrestian prince 
and fit for one of her callinge to employé her self lherein, and hathe therefore willed 
us, as a principali matter committed to our charge, to conferre with lhem what course 
in thcire opinion were to be taken for the bringinge of the same to passe, how hy her 
médiation the same may be best furthered and what successe th’Emperours ambassa
deurs travell therin, latly sent, hathe taken.

To this point, the Prince, in the name of the rest of the deputies, gave Her Majestie 
great thanck.es for her good will and favour towardes lhem, and do acknowledge with 
ail humilitie howe muche they are bounden to Her Majestie for her great care of them 
and of the tranquillitie of theis contries, and, as towehinge Her Majestie’s motion for 
a peace, he said that nothinge was more desired then suche a peace as might be cou- 
pied with safty, and therin prayed Her Majesty assistance and the furtheraunce of the 
saide ambassadours by devising some good waye howe the same might best be donne 
and to understande what likelyhoode Her Majestie had conceaved of suche a peace by 
the answers which site had receaved by her ministers from Don Juan, and what opinion 
they had thereof; for, as for themselves they had but smale hope, knowinge Don Juan’s 
malice to be so great towardes them, and, as for the Emperour’s ambassador that came 
last bither, he had no commission to deale in the peace : wherunto, after significacion 
made by the saide ambassadors how glad they were to understande of theire good incli
nation unto peace as a thinge most profitable for them, yt was replied that, as ail thinges 
hâve theire seasons, so no tyme served better to deale with Don John then the présente ; 
for, so longe as Don Juan was superior in forces, there was no hope that he might be 
reduced to yeld to suche conditions as might stande with theire safty, beinge ahvayes 
an ordinary matter that the stronger givelh lawe to the weaker. But nowe, when Don 
Juan shall see the greatnes of their forces, shall understande the intelligence they hâve 
with Monsr the French King’s brolher, the same beinge in such forwardnes that he 
hathe nombers bothe of horsmen and footmen uppon the fronliers, and calling to mynd 
Her Majesty’s protestacion made bothe to the King and him self to joyne in assistance 
with them, in case he shall not yelde to some reasonable composition, yt is to be thought, 
forseeing that, if by his obstinacie the contrie shoulde be lost, he should thereby runne



S C O RELATIONS POLITIQUES
into the King’s disgrâce and displeasure, uppon whome only his good fortune depen- 
dethe, he woulde be content to yeld to hard conditions rather then to hazard the losses 
of the contrie to his owne undoing, and therefore prayed the Prince and the rest to 
consider of it, and, for that it seemed theie inclyned to peaee, lhat they would deliver 
articles of theire demandes. And so breake of from conférence, the same havinge eonti- 
nued from ix untill xii of the clocke in the forenoone.

About an hower after dinner and some conférence Iiad emong lhemselves, they 
came to the place of former meetinge, where the P[rince] in the name of the rest 
declared that the malter of peace propounded by th’ambassadors was subject prin- 
cipally to one great difïicultie : to wile with whome they shoulde treate, Don Juan 
beinge altogether enemy to peace, whose countenaunce and maintenaunce dependethe 
cheifly of the warres, by whome they had ben so often deceived as they cannot trust 
any promis of his; and that therefore they coulde not harken unto it, unlesse for the 
first poynt Don Juan wilhe his forces would retire themselves and would deliver upp 
ail the places that he hathe taken or dothe otherwise possesse in theise contries. For 
other conditions, in his owne private opinion, he thought the States might propound 
these articles followinge : that the Archduc Mathias may remayne governor here 
under the King’s obedience; that they may enjoye ail freedoms, Iibertiesand privilèges 
as informer tymes and other thinges according to the PaciGcalion of Gant, and so will 
they yelde to the King ail obedience; and, as touchinge ail prisonners and suche other 
small thinges, they maye be decyded with reason.

When he had uttered these thinges by speeche, certeyne of the deputies cast her- 
uppon many doubtes, as, if the people should heare of any treatie of peace, they would 
so faire présumé of th’effect of it as they would forbeare to paye the taxes, wherby the 
cause might bee overthrowen by lacke of that, as by experienee they sawe it in Hol
lande at the treatie of Breda, where in lhat case they lost two townes. Another doubt 
they made that the gentlemen that are nowe in the fielde, hearing of this treatie, may 
perhappes in hast seek the good grâce of Don Juan, and so of the King, to the weake- 
ninge of their companies. A third doubt they allcaged lhat they could not well enter 
into a treatie of peace without Monsieur’s privitie, for that otherwise they should eyther 
make him become an enemy, which were dangerous, having his forces nowe assem- 
bled, or els be abandoned by him, of whose assistance they stande in neede.

To this it was replied that Don Juan, uppon the alteration of his estate, beinge become 
nowe of the stronger the weaker, was more apt to be dealt withall then before; and, as 
touching the retiringe of his forces and hymself before assurance given by them for the 
observation of such articles as should be agreed on betweene them, were very hard con
ditions and suche as in reason he woulde never be drawen to assent unto ; and, towehing 
the rest of th’impedimenles which caried some shewe of préjudice, it was said that, if
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they could truly looke inio theire state, they should lhen see greater ineonveniences 
lyke to follow of the continuance of the warre ; for, if they did looke uppon the division 
emong themselves what for religion and other respectes, theire confusion in councell in 
respect of the nomber of heads, lacke of conductors, of treasure, two principali thinges 
requisite for the continuance of the warre, and that the most part of lheir whole forces 
consisted of niercenary soldiers, who hâve more care to save themselves then to defende 
them by whome they are enterteyned, they should see their ineonveniences so great 
as could not but induee them to thincke peaee most neeessary.

After some réplication by them in answeare of the said inconvénient, they were 
prayed by the ambassadours to considerof the matter and to communicate the same to 
the States and to yelde theire answere with as muche convenient speede as they might, 
declaringe lurther unto them that they woulde acquaynt th’Emperours ambassador with 
ail, meaninge to concurre with him in the médiation, whom they founde well inclyned 
therto.

And so, uppon the conclusion of this first poynt of the instructions, the said ambassa- 
dors proceaded to the seconde poynt and deelared unto them that, if for lacke of dispo
sition eyther in themselves or Don Juan there were no lyklyhoode of any accorde to be 
made betwene them,Her Majesty was desirous to understande howe they were able to 
mayntayne and continue ye warre by havinge treasure and other thinges necessarie for 
the same, wherin Her Majestie looked to be more playnîy and sincerly dealt with ail then 
hertofore shee hathe ben, for that the former informations fell not out in eifect as was 
looked for, beinge emongst other thinges given to understande that they had taken order 
for the leavyinge monethly of 600,000 florins and that the same might continew by the 
space of three yeres withoul the greef of the people, which (by theire présent necessity) 
seemethe not to fall out accordingly, beinge well knowen that ye saide somme would 
hâve defrayed a greater charg then hitherto they bave ben at. To this the Prince in 
the name of the rest protested that they would deale playnly with Her Majesty in layinge 
before her theire estate and answeringe such articles as were delivered unto them; and, 
touchinge the 600,000 florins, he confessed that untill the xvlb of may last there was 
not so muche leavied as was hoped for; bul,since that tyme he saide that a farre greater 
somme then 600,000 florins is monethly leavied, not only to continue for three yeres, 
but for ten being well ordered.

And hereuppon the Prince looke occasion in the name of the rest to request us to 
move lier Majestie, for that the benefit of her bondes tooke not thaï frute they hoped 
for, wherby they are greatly disapoynted, especially al this instant, havinge so great 
forces in the fielde, that it would please her to supply it some other waye. To whome it 
was answered by the saide ambassadors that Her Majestie, havinge disboursed a good 
somme in readie money, would be botlie to unfurnish herself of so much treasures, 

T ome X. 71



562 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
bcsides lhat her subjecls woulde not ))ke to hâve so muche Ireasure transporled ont 
of the reaime; and thcrefore advised thcm lo assay furlber uppon lhat credit, and yet 
îhought it meeie lo aske of thcm, in case Her Majeslie vvoulde be pleased to disbourse 
tome more n.cney, what assurance they vvoulde give lier Highnes for it. They said 
lhat Her Highnes shoukl hâve bondes to her contenlment : vvhcrunto it vvas replied that, 
seeing they offred frontiers tovvnes of strength and importance to the Duke of Alançon 
for his safetie, and he so doublfull a frende, they cannot in honour, having so good 
expérience of her favorable dealinge tovvardes them, but make some suche offer to Her 
Majeslie for lhe repayment of suche money as they hâve alreadie had and do furlber 
require, as it maye appeare unto her yt lhey bave a care to satisfie her. And with ali 
they were let understande lhat her Counsell might be thought very caries of hcr Estate, yf 
they shoulde content lhem selves with inke and paper, when others offred tovvnes 
of good strengthe in caution of performance of suche ihingcs as shoukl be agreed on 
betvveene thcm. Tlierto the Prince ansvvered that the Duke of Alanson demanded and 
lliey aecorded these tovvnes for his safty, if neede required, knovvinge not in what termes 
he standelhe with the King his brother; and, as touchinge further assurance to be 
given to Her Majesty for the repayment of her money, they asked the said ambassadors 
what assurance they vvoulde demaunde : vvherunto they ansvvered that they had no com
mission (o demaund any thinge, but of suche offers as shoulde be by them made, lhey 
would acquaynt Her Majesty with ail. And so concludet! for lhat présente touchinge lhe 
seconde poynt.

Th’ambassadors havinge thus proceaded with the Prince and depulies in the twofirst 
poyntes of lheir instructions and drawinge on to the thirde which consernethe theire 
negotiation with Monsieur, in treatinge of that part layd downe unto them, lhe dislyke 
Her Majestie coneeaved thereof bothe in respect of lhem selves and for herowne behalf. 
For the poynt yt concerned themselves in it, il seemed strang that they would enter 
into any dealinge with him of whose sinceritie and soundnes in that action they could 
not be assured, not being destitute of many probable conjectures of his intelligence with 
th’ennemy. And, in case he did meane sincearly, yet yt appeared not to them whether 
his intention might be to make himselfe lorde of the countrie or not, a malter of no 
difficultie to be compassed, unlesse his forces were greatly moderated, which were hard 
for thcm to do, when be should once hâve undertaken the n aller at theire request, 
beinge a prince of lhat greatnes lie is, and his entrie uppon them so easie as they coukl 
vvell conccave; and the contrie had vvell felt the inconvenience of it in former tyme, 
which halh engendred in them suche a feare that divers of the provinces are so farre 
oui of tast with thcm that lhey utterly myslyke to heare the name of the French, (he 
jalousie also of ih’Empire justly conceived herby, forscinge hovve dangereuse a thinge 
it might be to them to bave the greatnes of the kingdome of France augmented by so
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great an accession of tlieis contries, besides the considération and vewe of bis state, 
howe lie were able to mayntayne so great an action, th’expense of warre beinge so 
great,and his meanes so small, as by ali probabilitie not able to beare out an entcrprise 
of smaller attempt then this is. And so the benefit of his releefe in conclusion is lyke 
to bringe rallier préjudice then benefit to theire cause, especially through the insolency 
of the french soldiers, which cannot but breede a great alienacion of the peoples hartes 
of ibis contrie, so that it seemed Her Majestie yt by this negotiacion they hâve not so 
cireumspectly dealt for themselves as they might hâve donne : wherof if Her Majestie 
conceave not so well as they woulde desire, becauseshe hathe ben alwayes and is still 
well affected to do lheni good, if they vvill themselves, they inay not finde it straunge. 
And, as for her owne part, she had great cause to be greived, consideringe the great 
favors she hatli shewed them in former lyme, havinge ben theire only holder up, as they 
themselves do knowe and must needs confesse, that they would proceede so farre, con- 
trary to theire promis made to her agent that they would not enter into communica
tion wilh any without her privitie and consent, whereuppon she continued still her 
care over them, not seekirige theire overthrowe and undoinge, as by this negotiation 
wilh Monsieur is greatly feared, which unkindnes notwithstandinge and forgettinge 
of former benefits was a inatter sufficient to cause a prince of her qualifie to alienate her 
good will from them and to take another course then she was entred into before. 
Yet, uppon intelligence receaved from them thaï the ayd of Monsieur imported them 
so muche, as w'ilhout it they were not able to inake head against theire cnnemy, 
and that he might be beneficiall to them and in no sort hurtfull, though she had sent to 
the French King to disswade bis voyage, shewinge her dislyket herof, she was content, 
rallier to salisfie theire myndes therin with an intention to do them good then that she 
lyked of that meanes, her ambassadors should conferre with Monsieurs deputies 1 about 
it, to sce if they coulde make it appeare unto her that the ayd of theire master might 
he for the benefit of the contrie as was pretended, and no olhcr tliinge meant by him

■ Sous ce titre : Copie pour l’entrevue des Ambassadeurs d’Angleterre, je rencontre la lettre suivante 
adressée de Mons par l’un des députes du duc d’Alençon au prince d’Orange : « Monseigneur, nous 
avons receu letres de Son Altesse, par lesquelles il nous mande que l’Ambassadeur d’Angleterre estant 
en France l’a requis que les Ambassadeurs que la Royne d’Angleterre envoyoit vers Messieurs les 
États-Généraulx, traictassent avecques nous de certaines choses utilles au bien de cest État, ce qu’il 
nous a commandé faire pour n’avoir intention pins affectionnée que tousjours s’employer à ce qui 
sera pour le bien d’iceluy, moyennant que lesdits Sieurs des Estats et vous, Monseigneur, le trouviez 
bon, ne voulant rien faire, négotier, ny traictcr qui ne vous soit communiqué et avec vos advis. Pour 
ce avons dépesché le seigneur d’Alféran pour avec nos lettres vous en faire plus pa-ticulièremant 
entendre et nous rapporter ce que vous désirerez. » (Bibliothèque nationale à Paris, f. fr. 5284, 
n» 52.)
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then the delivery of ihis people from th’oppression of th’ennemy and conservation of 
good amitié and intelligence wilh the ancient allies and frendes of the saide conlries.

To this the Prince answered that the greatest hasteninge of this treatie proceaded 
from them of Haynault, who uppon the Duke’s offer and feare they had of him, yf they 
refused him, wrote earnestly to the States therof, at whose great instance and feare of 
dismenbringe the provinces, further inconvenience not unlyke to growe to the whole 
contrie by refusinge to treate with bis deputie then olherwyse wouldensue by admitting 
them to some conférence about the matter, they yelded to enter into communication 
with them, theire intention beinge (o drawe his great forwardnes and desire of a reso
lute answere into length, untill they might see eyther what further necessitie they might 
bave or what releefe they might reccave from some olher part rather then to resoloe 
upon any thorough and présenté agreement with them, wherin what course they kept 
wilh his ministers may easily appeare by layinge downe suche conditions unto him as 
they thought he would not accept, providinge moreover in suche sort for Her Majestie 
that the présenté treatie with him should not derogate ought from any former that had 
passed betweene Her Majestie and them. And in that stey they do yet keepe him,accor- 
dinge to Hcr Majeslies request and none otherwyse, whose pleasure was so signified 
unto them by her agent that they shoulde make stey of further dealinge wilh him, untill 
her ambassadors came, from which détermination they minde not to remove, neylher to 
deale further wilh them wilhout theire privilie.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, t. VI; Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 84;
Harley, 285, n° 22, 787, n0’ 94, et 4,III, fol. 89.)

MMMCMLXXX.

R a p p o r t  d ’A d o lp h e  d e  M eeikerke .
( A n v e r s , 3  j u il l e t  -1578. )

Résumé de la même conférence.
Poincls rapportés par le sT Meetkercke, conseillier du Conseil d'Estât, le m ' de juillet 

4 SJ 8, en l’assemblée des Eslats-généraulx, présens les s" Prince d ’Orenges, Ducq 
d’Arschot et Aldegonde, de la communication tenue avec les Ambassadeurs d ’Angle
terre.
Premiers, que Sa MagesléRéginale porte grand soing des affaires de pardeçà, signam- 

ment pour les meclre en repos et pour nous mectre en une bonne paix si avant que 
fussions prests d’y entendre.
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Sur quoy avoit esté représenté par Monseigneur le Prince d’Orainges aux Ambas

sadeurs que le traicté de paix, en ce temps que toutes nos forces sont quasi prestes, 
pourroit reculor le tout en arrière et refroidir les bons couraiges, mcsmes que la con
tribution commencheroit à cesser, et en tout l’on proeéderoit plus flocliement à la 
besoigne, le soing de la guerre se négligeroyent comme aussy fortifications, alléguant 
à propos pour exemple que le traicté de paix eneommenché à Breda causa tel refroi
dissement ès couraiges de ceulx d’Hollande et Zélande au faict et soing de la guerre en 
contributions et aullrement que peu après par négligence ils perdirent les villes de 
Scboonhove et Oudewatre et furent bien deux à trois mois après qu’ils ne se peulrent 
bonnement s’y accommoder. Et que pour faire la paix il esloit nécessaire que Sa 
Majesté nous furnist de son propre thésor les deniers comprins en ses obligations.

Que à ce lesdicts Ambassadeurs ont donné assez à cognoistre que les Anglois trou- 
veroyent estrange d’envoyer encores argent hors d’Angleterre sans avoir asseurance de 
quelque ville ou aultrement. Et enquis s’ils proposoyent la paix par charge du Roy 
Catholicque ou son ambassadeur Bernardino de Mendoea ou aultre, ont déclaré que 
Sa Majesté Réginale a ce faict de son propre mouvement par le pur et bon zèle qu’elle 
porte à ceste province.

Queritur : S’il seroil conseillable de (raieter avec Don Juan, promectans lesdicts 
Ambassadeurs s’y employer au cas que le trouvons bon et s’ils feroyent ce à nostre 
requeste ou ex officio. Bien entendu que, si on trouvoit convenable de traicter la paix, 
nous cessions toutes apprestes à la guerre.

(Arch. de la Haye, Beg. d’Angleterre, fol. 119.)

MM M CM LXXXI.
D o n  J u a n  à d o n  B e r n a r d in o  d e  M en d o ça . (E n  chiffre.)

(NAMUn, 4 JUILLET 1878.)

Il ne croit ni à la sincérité de la reine d’Angleterre, ni à celle du roi de France. — Excès qui se 
commettent aux Pays-Bas. — Rien n’était plus loyal que scs propositions. — Représentations que 
Mendoça aura à faire entendre à Élisabeth.

A los 27 de junio llego aqui este correo, etc. Tanto cuanto a los dares y tornares que 
ha tenido con Su Reyna y los de su Consejo que le Iran hablado, me parece que se ha 
gobernado muy prudentemente y como conviene, y que asi lo deve hazer en lo venidero
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hasta proteslarles muy de veras lo dano que de asistir a estos rebeldes contra las ligas 
y antigua aliança que liene con Su Magestad; se recreciere, siendo asi que Su Mageslad
no podra dexar d’advertirla de ta n ............. por todas la vias que pudiere, pues, si otra
cosa hiziese, seria faltar a la obligacion de defender y conservar su Estado, offendiendo 
a quien por cualquier via le quisiere offender.

Si lie de dezir lo que sienlo, tengo por invencion todas cuantas demonslraciones haze 
esa Reyna de impedir la entrada a Franceses en estos payses y que sea verdad diga lo 
Casimiro relrae un regimienlo dellos pagados por ella; y la misma opinion tengo de los 
Reyes Christianisimos, aunque [aojan] de vangarme : ni a le parezca otra cosa, pues lo es 
clarisimo que cl de Alançon por si no osa moverse y que, si lo haze, es con el calor de 
su Reyna y de su hermano, y haviendo pasado tan adelante en declararse, como lo vera 
por sus copias, no pudo creer sino que se ha fomentado de todos parles. Sera bien que 
esa Reyna vea a esos papeles y que le diga si del tieme. De los Estados le parece que 
puede persuadirse ningun hombre, por de poco entendimiento que sea, que quieren sino 
vivir absolutamente sin Dios y sin re, pues no solo llaman principe estrangero, pero le 
obligan a que sea [enemigo] perpetuo de su Rey y senor natural, qu’es maldad tan 
inica que no permitira el mismo Dios que quede sin [castigo] y que yo espero en El 
de darle a los que duraran en su obstinacion.

Dirale assimismo que yo deseo mucho en que le parezco a el vicioso, pues lo que 
en nombre de Su Magestad pido y pretendo de los Estados no es sino lo que ellos mes- 
mos ban ofrecido por sus [cartas] y escritos, y lo que por derecho divino y humano no 
puden, ni deven negar, es a saber el mantenimienlo de la [religion] catoliea romana y 
de la obediença de Su Magestad; que a mi me parece que demanda tan sauta y jusla no 
la puede condenar, sino quien diera la pasion en el [llagar] que le toca a la justieia y 
razon; que, como me pudo yo asegurar de quien ha prevaricadoc onlra su Dios y contra 
su rey, si nino es, dando con una mano y tornando con otra; que mire lo que ha pas- 
sado ultimamente en materia de religion en Amsterdam y Harlem, y lo que cada dia 
pasa en Enveres, Bruselas, Malinas y otras partes, echados los religiosos, predicadoras
setas y enfin haziendo todo l o ............. para csterminar la religion catoliea romana, si
puden hazer; que no resta sino que rompait publicamente los templos e ymagines, y 
aun esto se ha començado a hazer en Gante, donde han martirisado a 19 doce frayles 
quemados vivos ; que me haze saber que quiere dezir esto o que concepto se puede 
tener de quien ama y favoresce gente de tan abominable condicion; que, cuanto a mi, 
ninguna pena me da que déclaré la [injuria] a Su Magesdad, pues no se la pude 
hazer mayor en publico que la que se haze de [secreto]: que mire que los principes 
tan grandes y tan poderosos, como es Su Magestad, sufren de mala gana ser offen- 
didos, mayormente de quien han de ser ayudados; que se acuerde cuantas majores 
ocasiones ha tenido Su Magestad de hazer la [venganza] y cuan diferentemente
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observado la hermandad y alianza que con ella tiene; que créa que todas las vezes 
que Su Magestad se dispusiera a ofenderla, como puede, hallara muy ancha entrada 
en muchos de sus vasallos, que por ventura no esperan sino cualquier ocasion para 
gozar dello; que pues esto es asi que ninguna seguridad puede tener su Estado tan 
grande como conservar la alianza que tiene con Su Magestad, ni mayor peiigro que 
tenerle por contrario, no deve irritarle con favorecer tan injustamente sus [rebeldes]; 
que se contente con lo pasado y haga retirar a sus vasallos, monstrando con los efectos 
el cumplimiento de su obligation ; que, aun le lie amonestado esto mismo otras vezes, lo 
hago [ademas] para justificar nuestra causa delante de Dios y de los hombres;que, 
haziendo de su parte lo qu’es tan obligada, esto le ofrezco en nombre de Su Magestad 
y mio la bona correspondcncia y [animo] que pude desear, que son de nostra fuerza 
volver por el Senor y autoridad de Su Magestad y por la conservacion de sus Estados 
por todas las vias que hallaremos convenir; que Dios es buen testigo que no tengo 
ambicion ninguna, sino el deseo que como eristiano cavallero y hermano de Su Magestad 
devo tener de cumplir con su senor y con lo que a mismo devo; que me parece que 
en esta parte va la sentencia contra si, pues aquel verdaderamente se pude llamar 
ambicioso quel enprende cosas injustas; y a este proposito anadire lo que mas le pare- 
cere, que, como be dicho otras vezes, es bien que entienda que savemos su inteneion, 
y que sentimos lo que devemos sentir, y de tal manera qu’era est’ oficio que no le 
parezea qu’es querer a amenazar, sino antes a consejar y desviar de lo que tan male 
pude estar asegurado, lo que en su mano esta, su sosiegoy quietud, si le procura por la 
via que deve y en la misma. Lo contrario si va p o r .......... '.

(Archives de Simaneas, Eslado, Leg. 831, fol. 21 S.)

MMMCMLXXXI1.

L o r d  C o bh am  à  lo r d  B u r le ig h .
( A n v e r s ,  8 j u i l l e t  1578. )

Négociations avec le duc d’Alençon. — Craintes du prince d’Orange au sujet de l’exercice du 
culte reforme, qui compte beaucoup d’adhérents dans le peuple, mais peu dans la noblesse. — 
Envoi de deux livres de Marnix.

It maye please Yowr Lordeshyp. Wbe hâve deall with the Prynce and the deputyes
1 La fin de cette lettre manque.
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of lhe States that were appwynted to conferre with us *, moste ernestlye for a peace, 
wyche thing whe finde moste lhaynkefullye to be taken, as a schew from Her Majestie 
of ther well doyng, but nether lhey thowght Don Jhoon woolde herkyn to suche a 
peace as was suere for them, and also bye expediences they founde thaï ail treatyses 
of peace hathe browght them daynger and pareil, as in alianatyng soome froom them; 
and yn hoppe of peace soom doo withdraye ther payemeyntes, a thing that hathe brede 
great harme amoonge them. For the secoonde part, they hoppe that thyes generayll 
moyanes now beyng acordyd the 28 of may lasle throwght the hoil provincyes that 
remayne under lhe States, are sufficeynt anda ble to mantayne warres thyes menye yers, 
if ther preseynt necessetye wer supplyed with soom money yn stcde of Her Majesties 
bayndes.

For the better knolege of the contrye at owr layndyng yn Dunkerqe, whe seeynt 
gentiilmeyn, soom alloonge the froonters,soom ynto the hart of the eontrye, and others 
alloonge the see eoste : wyche severall reportes Yowr Lordeshyp sliall receve.

Concernyng Monsieur d’Anjow ayde, I finde a generali misleke ynwardellye, but 
they dare not schew yt for feare of drayng mor enymves uppoon them : Monsieurs 
ministères that lye here, are namyd Alferon ; the other Don Martyn Oonfe, sarvaynt 
to the Ladye of Lenoxe, meyne of small qualetye. They hâve ben with us and asked 
us wether whe hade comylion to treat with Monsieurs mynysteres. Whe ansswered that 
whe hade. « Then, sayde they, whe will seeynde to Moons for Moont-Doset and De 
» Prouneuxs to conféré with yow. » But as yet whe bave not harde of them.

‘ The names of them that confcrred with us :
The Prince of Orayng; Duc d’Aschot; Monsieur Medekerk; Monsieur Ayman; Monsieur Saint- 

Alegoonde; Monsieur d’Orschot; Doctor Boraar, deputy of Gelders.
Les seigneurs députés par les Estais pour la première conférence avec Messcigneurs les Ambassadeurs

le 2 julij 1578 i
Monseigneur le Prince d’Orangc; .Monseigneur le Duc d’Arseliot ; Le Counseiller Meetkerk; Monsieur 

de Sint-Aldcgonde; Monsieur Aymon ; Monsieur d’Orshot, premier pensionaire de Gaundt ; Docteur 
Bomar, député de Gueldres.

Conseillers d’Etat :
The Prince of Orange; Th’Abbot of Sint-Gcrtrud; Th’Abbot of Maroilles; The Count Boussu; Mon

sieur de Fremount; Monsieur deVillcrvalt; Monsieur Sint-Aidegonde; Monsieur de Meekkerke; Mon
sieur de Lysvelt; Doctor Leoninus; Monsieur de Fregin; Le conseiller Bevuers.

Secrétaires d’Etat ;
Monsieur Asselliers; Doctor Sylle.
Les gouverneurs des provinces peuvent entrer au Conseil quand bon leur semblera.
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Ifeny thinge hâve bene omytted, I praye Yowr Lordeshyp dejll with me playnelye. 

Trewllye Mr Secretarye hathe taken great payne; but, as Yowr Lordeshyp knoethe, 
1 am ignoraynt what hathe passed and hâve not hade of Ioonge tyme enye uses of my 
Iayngwayge.

If enye harme coom to the contrye, yl ys the bursting owt of relligioon, which I feare 
will brede a disunion amoonge them; for, allthowg'it they commoon peple dow muche 
imbrass yt, yet ther ar few of the nobles enye thing affeetyd unto yt. The Prince doothe 
what he rnaye to staye yt, boothe here and other placys; he toold me him selfe that he 
was trobled yn mynde with yt : « for, saylhe he, if yt be graynted or perinytted, whe 
» grovv preseyntlye to a disunion. If whe graynt yt not, they comnoon pepell, havyng 
» the armes yn ther hayndes, wyll goo and spuyll the clergyes. » Yowr Lordeshyp 
schall receve a requeste mayd to the States for the exercyess of relligioon.

I seyndyow two latteyne bokes don by S1 Alegoonde, and a boke mayde of Monsieur’s 
doyngs yn France and his good tnenyng towarde the Low-Contrye.

W he hâve thought good to sceynde Mr Sommers over that Her Majeslie myght be 
satisfyed yn ail thinges wherin ther maye grow enye scroppell.

This I humblye take my leve, comnayttyng Yowr Lordeshyp and ail yowrs to Àll- 
myghtie God.

Antwherppe, the S of jully anno 1S78.
P. S. For that as yet whe hâve nooe answer froom the States, whe staye Mr Soomer 

and adverties was ys passed froom us; but, assoon as whe haveyl, he shayl preseyntlye 
cum. ( Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMLXXXUL

C o b h a m  e t W a ls in g h a m  à  la  r e in e  d ’A n g le te r r e .

( A n v e r s ,  6 j u i l l e t  1d 78. )

La situation des affaires est bonne; mais trois difficultés se présentent : la question religieuse, la négo
ciation avec le due d’Alençon et le besoin d’argent. — Exposé de ces difficultés. — Ou s’attend à 
une bataille. — Mission de Dammartin.

It maye pleace Your most Excellent Majesty. We were purposed to hâve sent awaye 
Mr Somers to hâve enformed Your Majestie more amply of suche thinges as hâve pas- 

T ome X. 72
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sed hitherunto in the charge comitted unlo us; but havinge, received no answere front 
llie States to the thinges to them by us propounded, by reason tliat they are presently 
greatly oecupied in providing for tbeire arnty iately assembled, we are constrayned to 
aller our deierntinacion and in the meane season lo acquaynt Your Highnes witb sucbe 
particularities as the présent tyme ofîrethe and we tbought lit sbould be made knowen 
lo Your Majestie, reservinge furtber discourse of the same untill bis dispatche which 
we meane shalbe as soone as we bave receaved answere front the States.

The niatter we bave to lay downe to Your Majestie at this tyme, contaynethe poyntes 
of great moment and wherin the weldoinge or miscaryinge of this contry consistethe at 
tins présente, and therfore we thought is our duties not to slowe the tyme, how soever 
we were disapoynted of our nteaninge by reason of the délayé of theire answ ere.

Touching the poyntes therfore to be bareiy layd open before Your Majestie, this 
may te  gei.erally and truly vouthed lhat ail thinges stand here in so reasonable termes 
thaï, acfoidirg to n.an’s discouis and ap| earar.ee of ail probable conjectures, the suc- 
cesse cannot lu t be good, if seme fewe dilïicultics might be well accommodated, which 
render the Printe and States semewhat perpltxed, which few difïiculties are these : the 
cause of Religion, ye matler of Monsieur and lacke of moncy lo serve présente néces
sitées],

The firsl of these three which is the cause of Religion, as il touchelhe man most and 
neerest, so it is greatly frared it will breede some great inconvénient of disunion, if 
good order be not taken, which is so harde to be donne as that the best and of most 
sufficieney emengest them know not almost which waye to resolve. To meet with the 
inconvenience of a malter of so great moment, there are no meanes but these : eyther 
tolleracyon of bothe or utter restiaint of the one. To perswade a tolleracion on this 
tyme of conjuncture, the forces of bothe sides beinge rcadie to encounter, is found to 
be a malter of suche difïkultie as they knowe not well what it may engender on the 
heartes of them that are preeisly addicted to the Catholicque religion and are of no 
small nomber and force in the contrye. On the other side, if the other part shoulde be 
clene restrayned frorn libertie of theire profession, then it is thought a matter resolved 
uppon yt they would cast them selves uppon the friers and other religious persons and 
procead to suche violence against the Catholicques as nothing could ensue thereof but 
présente perill to the whole cause and contry, so resolutly thaï part standethe bent, 
being perswaded they are hardly dealt with ail by the States, if for their longe suffe- 
rances and opposinge them selves against the tyranny of the common enemy more then 
the rest, they may not obtayne freedome of theire consciences, but be constrayned 
eyther to lyve withoul a God or to expect the rigour of an inquisicion, when they shall 
bave finished the warre and, by expulsinge the enemy, wherof they stande in good hope, 
brought the conlrie to the ancient quiet and peaee. Scinge this disposicion in the people
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as we passed thorough the contryes, as lhe nomber of them is very great, and weighing 
the inconveniences lhat might fall uppon them by theire intemperate dealinge in this 
case, we perswaded w'ilh sundry of the cheifest of them to forbeare for a tyme, untill 
better occasion might serve to the end they might presently, as theire necessitie requi- 
rethe, with myndes wrell united together joyne theire willes and forces against theire 
common enemy, who could not receave greater strengthe lhen by theire weakninge of 
them selves by meanes of this disunion, a plott which he him self did Iay and by meanes 
wherof he hathe wrought them ail that hurt that hathe fallen nppon them. In lyke 
maner, at our arryvall heere, w'e dealt with the Prince who confessed it to be true that 
the matter was full of perrill, that the best way had ben (if the people could hâve ben 
perswaded unto it) to bave forborne a season, that it was intended there shold hâve ben 
no open profession until the tyme of winter, that he had labored therin what he coulde, 
yt order had ben given to suche ministers as were knowen yl they shoulde not preache. 
But, contrary to ail perswaeion, the people followed theire owne resolucion, gote prea- 
cliers unto them selves, which were not knowen, and, that worse is, divers sectuaries 
grew to greater libertie then the rest. And, that gave great encouragment unto them, 
the matter of Gant brake forthe, where they hâve erected two open churehes, by whose 
example both here in this towne and in divers other places the professors with great 
instancy required the lyke lybertie : which matters, if they had not so fallen out, the 
Prince end the rest w’ere in good hope to hâve kept it in good stey untill the winter. 
These accidentes enfore[ed] them to other counsaills and ingendred those perplexities 
w'herof they cannot well ridd them selves, and yet are they in some good hope that 
suche order shalbe taken as that the great inconveniences before meneioned wilbe 
avoyded, and thinges so well provided for as eache part shalbe contented, to which end 
there is a supplicacion presenled to the Counsell and States for a tolleracion. The whole 
Counsell lykethe well of it, and bave given theire consent to it. The answere of the 
States is expected. In the meane season they rennyne quiet under hope it wilbe accor- 
ded, wherof there is some good lykelyhood. If this poynt do so fall out, accordinge to 
theire expcctacion, then will there be a good foundacion layd of assured hope to pre- 
vayle against the enemy.

As for lhe matter of Monsigneur, the diverses advertismentes received from diveres 
places make the Prince and the rest almost no white lesse perplexed then the former : 
w'hieh bearinge no great substance of matter, but only conjectures, yet notwithstan- 
dinge joyned with other circumstances of his forwardnes in the expedicion which is 
more then the request and mocion made unto him, the amitié and intelligence that is 
hetweene those princes of Spayne and France, lhe small accompt th’ennemy herewithin 
makethe of his diseent into the contrie, causethe them not to be voide of doubt and to 
bave small trust there where, if the ayde were sounde, they shoulde most repose them- 
selves.
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The matter of money lo serve présent neeessitie workethe also great alteracion in 

them , not that they hâve not sufficient meanes of them selves to mayntayne a warre 
or ten yeres, as they informe us, but that the négligence of lhe States in advancinge 

theire owne provisions, uppon hope of that good they expected of Your Majesties bondes, 
hathe cast them thus behinde bande. The Prince tolde them ofitbefore and Iayd the 
uncerteynty of that negotiacion before them, willed them therefore to provide for the 
worst : if they vvere furnished bolhe ways, it coulde be no lesse to them, and they might 
the sooner answere sonie part of theire debtes and better supply présente vvanles. But 
they, as men not lookinge muche furlher then to lhe présente daye and perswading 
them selves well of ail meanes they use, neglected his counsell, followed theire owne 
purposes, and so accordingly hâve cast them into this neeessitie which may prove very 
prejudiciall for them, nowe that theire army is assemhlcd and lookethe to he well payde. 
Otherwyse some dangerous mutinye is lyke lo aryse.

By the view of suche victories and conquest as Don Juan hath made, it maye sente 
he hathe muche advantaged him self; but the truthe is that ail he hathe w'oone of them 
is of that strengthe that in fortene dayes the whole may be recovered, Phillippeville 
only except, which is of some strengthe. INowe that lhe States army is in fielde, so that 
theire preparacions being nowe ail readie, it is thought they will corne to a battayle 
before the ende of this monethe, which the Prince and Staies are enforced unto, to 
content the pcople withall, who eease not to murmur for that they see nothing donne 
for ail ye contribucions they hâve alreadie yelded. In which battayle, notwithstandinge 
they meane not to hazard ail theire forces, but to make a reserve of a great part of them 
to refresh it uppon him againe, if in the first conflict they should hâve the w'orst. If the 
viclory fall on the States side, then is Don Juan undonne; if it fall out against them, 
yet consideringe the strength of theire townes and the reservacion of some forces, they 
doubt not but they shall stey him.

And furlher it maye please Your IVIajestie to be advertised yt six dayes hence Dam- 
martin came unto us and gave us to understande yt Monseigneur deputies had commis
sion to treatc witli us and woulde be with us within very short tyme; but as yet we 
hâve not heard of them. Monseigneur forces do dayly approche to the frontiers in great 
troupes, and, as we are advertised, ail the contrie from Paris to the frontiers is full of 
soldiers.

And so praying Your Majesty to pardon us for troublinge Your Majesty with an 
over longe letter, we most humbly take our leave, praying God for the longe and pros
pérons reigne of Your most Excellent Majesty in most desired healthe and quietnes.

From Antwerp, ye 6 july 1578.
(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 85.)
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MMMCMLXXX1V.

Cobharn et Walsingham au comte de Leicester.
(A n v e r s , 6 juillet 1 5 78 .)

Même objet.

Our very good Lord, To th'ende Your Lordship may be acquaynted with our procea- 
dinges here, we bave sent you herewith a coppy of our negotiation, as also a breife of 
such speaches as passed betwene (lie Empereurs ambassador and us at our repayre 
unto bim.

And generally, for the state of thinges here, we find them much better then we 
looked for, the States forces not only presently farre exceading Don Juans in number 
but also their townes by laie fortification made impregnable, wherin as they hâve used 
great expedicion, so hath their chardges bene infinite. As for the townes which Don 
Juan hath taken, thoughe they be reckened xxn, yet are they not of any such impor- 
taunce but that they may be easely recovered within xv dayes, Phillippviile only excep- 
ted. Nevertheles we find the présenté course of their affaires to be hindred by three 
speciali thinges : namely throughe the matter of religion, the jelouzy of Monsignors 
doinges, and their wante of money presently necessary to dischardge th’entertainement 
of so great forces, tlierby to avoyde mutiny, a matter both daungerous .and not unli- 
kely in suche cases to fall out.

For the first, touching religion, we acquaintinge the Prince with the dislike we found 
passing throughe Flaunders of permilthing a tolleracion, he shewed us that the incon- 
venience therby like to arise was in deede great, but a farre greater daunger wold 
followe, if there were not a tolleracion permitted, for that, in diverse of the principali 
townes, the number of the religion being greater then th’other parte, if they may not 
hâve a tolleracion by order, they will seeke it disorderly ; and yet, if they of Gaunt had 
not so soddainely broken forth, the matter might hâve bene stayed till ih’end of sep- 
lember, but their disordered dealinges bave opened a gappe for others to do the like, 
nowe that he confesseth they must needes yeld to a tolleracion. He saith it is not 
meant but the sanie shall passe by the consent of the States-Generall, and such care 
shalbe taken in that behalfe as they hope the inconvenienee shall not be so great as by 
some is doubted *.

1 Une lettre de Théron, du 25 juillet d 878, annonce que les Quatre Membres de Flandre ont accepté 
la paix de religion : « qu’est que en touttes villes ou villages qu’il se trouve cent ménages de ceulx de 
« la religion et qui la demanderont, elle leur sera octroyée ». (Bill. Nat. à Paris, f. fr. 5257, fol. 52.)



571 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
Secondly, touching the jelouzy of Monsignor, they hâve diverse adverlisements that 

do nourishe the same, which doth greatly hinder their proceadinges, for that they see 
no wayes to avoyd his coming, whose forces, if he meane treasonably, may do so niuch 
more harme lhen Don Juans, as a dissembling frend is more daungerous lhen a kno- 
wen enimye. On th’other syde, if he meane plainely, ether Don Juan shalbe forced to 
yeid to a peace or be driven out of the countrye *.

Touching the last, which is their présente necessity of money, that hath ensued 
ihroughe th’expectacion they had to hâve bene furnished by verlue of Her Majestie 
bondes, which falling out contrarily, they rest nowe deceaved.

And this it is that doth most hinder th’assembling of their army. Albeit the Prince 
declared unto us thath he both forsawe and often fortold them vvhat wold ensue of 
their only depending on Her Majestie and not providinge otherwise for the satisfaction 
of those forces they had allredy enterteyned, who being assembled could hardly suffer 
any protraction in that malter.

For the présente disposition of both partes, it is thought they will corne to a flght 
(their forces approching th’one towardes th’other) ere th’ende of this moneth, when, as 
the States meane not to hazard ail their forces, but to reserve Don Casimirs company 
to make hedd against the enimye, if the victory shold enclyne on his syde. S.o that by 
the next (thinges growing to a rypnes and standing nowe as it were uppon making and 
warringe) \ve shalbe hable to advertise Your Lordship of some likelyhode what hedd 
they will lake.

Lastly, the Prince, amonge otber communication we had with him, did protest unto 
us howe mucli the States generally, and him sclfe perticularly was bound unto Your 
Lordship, and, if that Your Lordship had come over at yt tyme your selfe desyred, 
thinges had bene in better termes then they are; and notwithstanding they knowing 
the stay therof grewe not of your selfe, cannot but thinke them selves greatly obliged 
unto Your Lordship therfore 2.

And so, having presently no further malter to imparte unto Your Lordship, we com- 
mitt the same to God.

From Antwerpe, the vi'h of july.
(B ril. M us., Galba, C. VI, 2* partie, n° 29.)

1 Le duc d’Alençon, par une lettre écrite de Mons le 15 juillet 1578, pressait M. d’Humières de 
laisser passer ses troupes « pour l’exécution de ses desseins et entreprises ». (Bibl. Nal. à Paris, 
f. fr., 5517, fol. 96.

1 Sur un projet d’assassiner à cette époque le prince d’Orange, voyez le manuscrit espagnol 28560, 
fol. Al. (Addit. British Museum.)
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MMMCMLXXXV.

JValsingham au comte de Leicester.
(Anvers, 6 juillet 4î>78)

Détails confidentiels sur les sentiments du prince d’Orangc à l’égard des Français, sur les dispositions 
de la noblesse et sur les ressources dont disposent les États pour continuer la guerre. — Le prince 
d’Orange s’appuie surtout sur le peuple dont l’influence est prépondérante. — Éloge du prince 
d’Orange. — Le duc Casimir est arrivé à Zutphen.

My verry good Lord, I thowght good to acquaynt Your Lordship with some perty- 
colarytyes not conteyned in owre generali letter, as namely howe the Prince is affected 
to Fraunce, which of the nobylytye be assured unto him, and howe longe he may be 
able to maynteyne thés warres withowt eyther the assystaunce of lier Majestie or any 
other forreyn prince.

Towching the fyrst, I doe not thinke him otherwyse affected to Fraunce then may 
serve his necessytie, being as jealowse of his greatnes as we are, and woold not hâve 
had any dealynges with them otherwyse then forced therto by the Count Laleyns intel
ligence, whoe was resolved, uppon the States refusall of Monsignors offre, to hâve dely- 
vered into his handes the pryncypall townes in Heynaulde, and 1 feare wyll in the ende 
execute yt, the people being verry backwarde in relygyon in that provynce.

Towching the nobylytyes affection towardes him, he makethe assured accompte only 
of the Count of Bossu and the Vyscownt of Gawnt, and, as for the howse of Croye, he 
standethe dowbtefull of them, and yet fearelhe no great harme to insue unto him by 
the alyenatyon of them. His strengthe consystethe chefely on the good wyll of the 
people, which he altogether interteynethe, and herby is able to doe what he lyst, for yt 
the strengthe of that contrye standethe altogether on the good wyll of the townes and 
borrowghs, contrarye to the State of Englande and Fraunce, wher the nobylytye car- 
ryethe the greatest swaye.

For the latter poynte towching his abylytye to maynteyne the warres withowt forreyn 
supporte, suerly men of best judgement here and sooche as are devoted to Spayne, are 
of opynyon yt the King is not yonge ynowghe too see the ende of thés warres, the same 
heing made defencyve, so invyncyble are ther great townes made by the late fortyfyca- 
tyons.

I hâve had no pryvat conférence with the Prince sythence my arryvall, neyther doe I 
fynde bim to deale so kyndely towardes me as I looked for; but I wyll rather ascrybe
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ylt to the great busynes he is presently ovarwhelmed with, thcn lacke of good wyll. So 
he contynewe well affecled towards Her Majcslye and the common cause, no pertycoler 
respect yt may towche my selfe, shall cause me the les lo honor him, whom I fynde to 
he the rarest man in chrystendome.

Duke Cassemyre is presently at Sutphen in Gwelderlande, lo whom I meane within 
a daye or twoyne to sende a gentleman to vyset him and to acquaynle him with Her 
Majestie proceadings with Monsignor, whos deputyes yt are appoynted to treat with us, 
are not yet arryved.

And so, leaving further to troble Your Lordship, 1 most humbly take my leave.
At Antwerpe, the vi,h of julye 1578.

(Dritish Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 19.)

MM M CM LXXXVI.
Réponse des Etats-généraux aux propositions des ambassadeurs anglais.

(8 J U I L L E T  1578.)

Ils justifient leur conduite et se déclarent prêts à conclure la paix, pourvu que don Juan se retire 
et leur livre les villes cl forteresses qui sont en son pouvoir.

Monseigneur l’Archiducq d’Austrice, etc., et Messieurs représentai les Estats-Géné- 
raulx des Pays-Bas, [ayans veu et considéré les propositions faictes par Messieurs les 
Ambassadeurs de la Sérénissime Royne d’Angleterre, remercient bien humblement Sa 
Majesté de la bonne et sincère affection qu’elle montre de porter au bien et repos de 
ces pays de pardeçà, déclarans qu’ils en auront à jamais une obligation pour le reco- 
gnoistre et déservir à toutes occasions.

Et, quant au poinct que concerne le faicl de la paix, ils déclairent que jamais ils 
n’ont eu aultre envie, ny désir que d’estre maintenus en bon repos et tranquillité soubs 
l’obéissance de leur prince et seigneur naturel le jRoy d’Espaigne ; mais que pour 
extrême nécessité de la manifeste violation de tous leurs droicts, privilèges et libertés, 
et l’insupportable tirannie des estrangiers! tendante à leur tolalle ruyne et désolation, 
ils ont esté constraincts (après avoir en vain et sans fruict essayé tous aultresremèdes) 
avoir leur recours aux armes, lesquels ils ne portent (comme ils n’ont oneques porté) 
sinon pour se remectre en leursdicts anchicns droicts et légittime liberté. Et pour tant
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ores qu’ils ayent esté une infinité de fois abusés par la perfidie de leurs ennemis, de 
sorte qu’il ne leur reste sinon bien petite espérance de pouvoir parvenir à une bonne 
et sceure paix que soit vuyde de fraulde et de tromperie, néantmoins sont bien con
tents, en cas que Messieurs les Ambassadeurs de Sa Majesté ayent quelque espérance 
de pouvoir dresser quelque bon et sceur moyen de paix, qu’ils y entremectent l’aucto- 
torité de Sadicte Majesté, ce que lesdicts seigneurs recepvront pour très-grande faveur 
d’icelle. Déclairants néantmoings, pour respondre aussy sur le second poinct, qu’ils ne 
voyent nul moyen au monde pour effectuer ce que dessus, ny donner aulcune asseu- 
rance ausdicts seigneurs Estais, ny à tous les pays de pardeçà, sy ce n’est que Don Jehan 
sorte de ces pays avecq toutes ses gens de guerre et tous ceulx de sa suite et ses adhé- 
rens, remectant toutes les provinces, villes et fortresses, chasteaulx et aultres places 
qu’il tient pardeçà, entre les mains desdicls Estats pour les réunir avecq les aultres 
provinces, comme ont esté parcydevant; et que le gouvernement demeure entre les 
mains de Monseigneur l’Archiducq d’Austrice soubs les mesmes conditions soubs les
quelles il l’at accepté et a esté receu des pays pour Gouverneur et Lieutenant-Général. 
Demeurant aussy l’authorité aux Estats telle que par la Pacification de Gand leur est 
attribuée. Le tout soubs recognoissance de la fidélité et hommaige qu’ils doibvent 
audict Roy d’Espaigne leur prince naturel et légittime seigneur. Remectant le différent 
touchant l’exercice de la religion (lequel par ces troubles passés est venu si avant qu’il 
est du tout impossible de le réduire sur l’anchien pied sans une manifeste confusion de 
tout le pays et évident dangier d’une extrême ruyne et désolation) à la décision desdicts 
Estats pour y pourveoir selon que pour le plus grand bien et repos des provinces res
pectivement l’on trouvera convenir.

Ce que dict est, peult servir de responce sur l’aultre poinct de ce présent article, 
assçavoir des empeschemens de ladicte paix, lesquels procèdent des poincts susdicts : 
assçavoir de la présence et demeure de Don Jehan et de son prétendu gouvernement 
ensemble et de ceulx de sa suite et aultres ses adhérens et de leurs déportemens. Item 
de la diverse perfidie et violation des promesses dont par plusieurs fois lesdicts sei
gneurs Estats ont esté abusés, tant par les prédécesseurs de Don Jehan que par luy- 
mesme, lequel n’a oncques tasché sinon de les amuser avecq belles parolles, promesses 
et fainctes umbres de négociation de paix, pour cependant apprester ses forces et les 
surprendre à la dispourveue, quy faict que l’on ne s’en peult en façon quelconcque fier 
à luy, ny à ses adhérens, tant qu’ils seront pardeçà. De ce que, rompant toutes pro
messes, pactes et contracls faicts et jurés tant solemnellement, ils veulent réduire les 
affaires tant de la religion que de l’cbéyssence à Sa Majesté au pied anchien du temps 
de l’Empereur Charles, de bonne mémoire, chose pour le présent du tout impossible et 
entbièrement pernicieuse à tout le pays. De la détention des provinces, villes, fortresses 
et chasteaulx ès pays de pardeçà par ledict Don Jehan et aultres estrangiers de sa suyte. 

Tome X. ' 73
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Lesquels poincts estans accommodés selon l’équilable et juste déclaration faicte icy- 

dessus pourront avoir quelque espérance de parvenir à la dicte paix tant désirée, ce que 
aultrement sans cela n’a nulle apparence. A cause que les aultres poincts incidens et 
quy touchent les particuliers, comme restitution des biens d’une part et d’aultre, cassa
tion des bannissemens, délivrance des prisonniers et aultres semblables, pourront par 
après se résoudre avecq moindre difficulté.

Sur le troisiesme article interrogatoire, assçavoir si Son Alteze et lesdicts Estais sont 
résolus de faire une guerre défensive ou offensive, respondent Son Alteze et lesdicts 
seigneurs Estats que, comme ils ont déclairé de bouche par Monseigneur le Prince 
d’Orainges, Monseigneur le Ducq d’Arschot et aultres députés du Conseil d’Estat et 
desdicts Estats, que jamais leur intention n’a esté d’invahir quelqu’ung par guerre, ny 
d’offenser personne quelconcque, ains seullementde se maintenir soubs la deue obéys- 
sance dudict Roy d’Espaingne leur prince et seigneur naturel, en tout repos et tran
quillité, veu qu’en cela gist tout leur bien et prospérité; mais, comme ils ont esté hostil- 
lement assaillis, tant par les séditions tumultuaires des soldats espaignols et autres 
estrangiers comme par la violence de guerre, de laquelle ledict seigneur Don Jehan, 
contre toutes ses promesses et serments, les a invahy, se saisissant des chasteaulx et 
places fortes, et par voye d’hostilité procurant leur enthière ruyne, à l’effect de quoy 
mesmes il s’est servy desdicts soldats mutins et séditieulx, lesquels, par sentence 
publicque du Conseil de Sa Majesté et de tous les Estais, avoyent esté déclairés rebelles 
et punissables exemplairement, ils ont esté constraincts, comme dict est cy-dessus, 
d’avoir recours aux armes, non pas pour invahir, mais pour deffendre contre la trop 
inicque violence susdicte et maintenir leurs vies, femmes, enfans et possessions. Et 
néantmoings, comme le droict et nécessité de guerre apporte quant et soy que celluy 
quy se deffend contre l’invasion d’aultruy, est constrainct aussy d’offenser son aggres- 
seur, ils déclairenl qu’en ceste guerre présente, quoy que quant à leur intention elle 
soit purement delfensive, ils entendent de faire tous efforts pour repoulser l’aggression 
et en repoulsant offendre leur ennemy, tant que Dieu leur face la grâce de le déchasser 
de ces pays et délivrer leur povre patrie de leur violente oppression et aggression : pour 
lequel effect ils ont desjà prests environ d'unze à douze mille chevaulx estrangiers, sans 
ceulx du pays, aussy en nombre de trois mil, et l’infanterie en nombre de cent et sep
tante compaignies.

Sur le quatriesme article, respondent que, comme les événements de la guerre sont 
en la main de Dieu et du tout incertains quant aux hommes, qu’ils ne sçauroyent 
donner responce absolute, sy ce n’est en ce quy concerne leur intention qu’est d’estre 
résolus de mectre le tout pour le tout et s’employer jusques au bout en ceste guerre, 
sans espargner jusques à la dernière maille pour repoulser le joug de l’intollérable ser
vitude espaignole et maintenir leurs anchiennes libertés, droicts et privilèges. Et, quant
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aux moyens, ils espèrent bien, quant l’ordre que desjà on a conceu et que l’on com- 
rnenche à mectre en exécution, aura prins quelque pied et sera acheminé en son cours, 
qu’il emportera par mois la somme de six cent mil florins, voire espèrent qu’il fera 
plustost plus que moings; mais, comme cependant que ledict ordre s'effectue, les néces
sités présentes de la guerre requièrent notable somme d’argent, ils supplient Sa Majesté 
que, suivant sa promesse et libéralle présentation qu’il luy a pieu leur fere, elle leur 
face ce bien et faveur, puisque de ses obligations l’on ne peult rien tirer, de furnir la 
somme promise de cent mille livres sterlins, moyennant laquelle ils espèrent pouvoir 
tellement conduire leurs affaires qu’ils auront moyen de furnir aux nécessités ordi
naires de là en avant. Et affin que Sa Majesté puisse veoir que lesdicts seigneurs Estats 
ne désirent sinon marcher en toute rondeur et sincérité, prient lesdicts seigneurs 
Ambassadeurs leur vouloir déclairer quelles ultérieures asseurances ils désireroyent 
avoir pour ladicle somme, en quoy trouveront lesdicts seigneurs Estats prompts et 
prests pour entendre à tout ce quy se trouvera raisonnable pour le plus grand conten
tement et service de Sadicte Majesté.

Sur le cinquiesme article, respondent qu’ils espèrent de se conduire en tel accord et 
union, suivant ce qu’ils ont promis les ungs aux aultres, que de ce costel-là il n’y aura 
inconvénient au faict de la guerre.

Sur le sixiesme, respondent qu’il n’y a nulle aultre apparence sinon que les villes 
tiendront bon, veu mesmes qu’après la route de Gembloux on n’a veu une seule ville 
quy se soit détournée de son debvoir ou fidélité, et aussy qu’elles font ung extrême 
debvoir pour se fortifier, mesmes à leurs frais et avecq toute diligence.

Sur le septiesme, pour avoir le peuple senty le joug et fardeau par trop importable 
de la tirannie espaignolle, espèrent Son Altèze et lesdicts seigneurs Estats qu’ils ne 
fauldront continuer au debvoir encommenché, voires et davantaige s’il est besoing.

Sur le huictiesme, respondent que, comme en cecy riens ne se faict sinon par ordon
nance desdicts seigneurs Estats, lesquels en reçoipvent contentement, qu’il n’est à 
doubler que l’employ ne soit faict aux fins destinées.

Sur le neufiesme a esté desjà respondu cy-dessus.
Sur le dixiesme, quant à l’amunition et aultres choses nécessaires comme la néces

sité de cesle tant pesante guerre requiert et consume grande quantité de munitions, ils 
ont desjà donné à cognoistre à Sa Majesté Réginale qu’ils espèrent qu’elle leur fera la 
faveur de leur faire quelque assistence de pouldres et salpêtres par forme de prest, 
dont ils la supplient bien affectueusement et humblement.

Et quant au dernier article louchant les forces de l’ennemy, l’on sçayt qu’il a environ 
quattre ou cincq mille chevaulx et quinze ou seize mille hommes de pied; mais, comme 
de jour à aultre, luy viennent nouvelles forces, ne peulvent de si près et si particuliè
rement sçavoir les forces dudicl ennemy.



580 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
Or, comme mesdicls seigneurs les Ambassadeurs voyent par les responces susdicies 

la bonne et sincère intention de Son Altèze et desdicts seigneurs Estais, ensemble la 
nécessité que les a constraincts entreprendre ceste guerre avecq la résolution d’y con
tinuer en cas que l’on ne puisse establir une bonne, sincère et seure paix, ils désirent 
aussy qu’il plaise à mesdicls seigneurs Ambassadeurs leur vouloir déclarer l’intention 
de Sa Majesté Réginale, assçavoir : s’il plaistà icelle leur l'aire la faveur que d’entrer 
en la deffense de ceste leur querelle et les assister ouvertement et publiquement; 
ou bien sy soubs main elle prétend de leur prester quelque secours d’argent; ou en 
quelle façon il luy plaira avanclter de sa faveur et assislence le faict de ceste guerre, 
lequel emporte tant à toute la christienneté et en particulier au repos, tranquillité et 
asseurance de leurs voisins. Et, comme il a pieu à Sadicte Majesté si libéralement leur 
faire la promesse cy-dessus mentionnée des cent mille livres sterlins, sur laquelle on 
n’a rien peu recouvrer, et loutesfois lesdicts seigneurs Estais ont faict fondement là- 
dessus, supplient Sa Majesté vouloir considérer en quel intérest ils tomberoyent s’ils se 
trouvoyent frustrés de ceste espérance, et que pour cest elïect il luy plaise (cependant 
qu’elle sera servie de leur faire plus ample déclaration de sa volunté et intention) 
adviser aux moyens par lesquels icelle dicte promesse pourra sortir son effect pour le 
soulaigement de ces pays tant affligés, et mesmes pour plus ample ratification du bon 
crédict, auctorité et grandeur de Sa Majesté, à laquelle lesdicts seigneurs Estats se 
déclairent estre très-affectionnés en tout très-humble service.

(Arch, de la Haye, Reg. d’Angleterre, fol. 120; Driiish Muséum, 
Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, nos 50 et 90.)

MMMCM LX X X  VII.
Obligation des Etats-généraux.

(Anvers, dd jüillet -1578.)

Les Ëtats-géncraux s’engagent à rembourser à Londres, dans le délai de six mois, la somme de vingt 
mille livres sterling que la reine d’Angleterre a chargé Guillaume Davison de leur remettre.

!Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles, Reg. États-généraux, fol. 47.)
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MMMCMLXXXV1II.
Le docteur Wilson à lord Cobham.

( H a v e r i n g ,  12 J U I L L E T  1578.)

La reine est contraire à tout changement en matière de religion aux Pays-Bas; elle parait rassurée 
sur les projets du duc d’Alençon; et en ce moment on n’obtiendra d’elle aucune avance d’argent. — 
Services que peut rendre le duc Casimir. — Armements du duc d’Alençon.

Right honorable, Having receaved your letters oflhe vj of thismonthe, atHer Majesties 
enteringeintoher progresseatHavering,I delyvered Her Highnesletter untoherselfe.who, 
receavynge thesame,ditthynklhat Mr Somers was cumme, butafterwardes knowyngethe 
letteofhis not cummynge, for that the States had not geaven up their answere, did rest 
satisûed. But, towchinge the three especial poyntes noted in your letter, whiche was 
religion, Monsieur and wante of monye, Her Majestie, for the first, did not lyke any 
soche sodeyne alteration, forseeinge that soche a haystie change wouldebrynge présent 
ruyne emongest them through division. For Monsieur, there was litle feare coneeyved, 
becawse of the constante promyses whiche he halh made to use modération and for 
honour sake to doe good, without any ambiciouse meanynge to advance his private 
welfayre otherwyse lhan in reason wer mete for hym to doe. The thyrde poynte, 
beeinge a monye matter,is hardelie digested here to grawnte unto any supplie; and, tyl 
Mr Somers doe cumme, there wylbee nothyng resolved upon. Notwithstandinge, the 
Merchante Strangers, Horatio Pallavicino and Benedetto Spinola, doe slyl cawle upon 
me for Her Majesties and the cities bondes, unto whome I doe saye styl that, wben 
Mr Somers cummeth, they shal then hâve an answer, whiche God grawnte maye bee 
speedie and to their satisfaction. I doe see nothynge in reason and honour to the con
trarie, although some bee of an other opinion and woulde bave no more dealinge 
with the States, uniil it wer certaynelie knowen that they wer of foree sufficient every 
waye to wiihstande the power and myght ofthe adversarie. At a worde, whe had rather 
here bee lookers on every waye lhan dooers any waye. And therfore God grawnte a 
peace myght bee had, whiche is chiefelie desired here and most agréable to our natures 
at this tyme. Duke Casymire is the man in myne opinion that is hable to make anende 
of al, yf he bee wel used, upon whose force, yf the States doe not chiefelie relie, they 
maye perhappes repent their hastie and unadvised dealinges.

I doe sende unto you this letter enclosed, unto the whiche yow maye geave credite 
as yow thynke meete. 1 hâve receaved letters out of France the 8 of this monthe, that
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Monsieur prepareth myghtelie and goeth on with his matters, notwithstandinge the 
Frenshe Kynge hath openlie selte forthe a proclamation agaynst his procedinges, but 
how the same was publyshed, the messenger cowlde not tel.

Thus in hayst fare yow wel.
Frome the Cowrte al Haverynge, this 12 of Julie 1878.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MM M CM LXXXIX.
Lord Cobham à lord Burleigh.

(Anvers, 42 juillet 1o78.)

Les conditions proposées par les États sont trop exorbitantes pour que dou Juan puisse les accepter. — 
Le duc d’Alençon ne compte de partisans que dans le Hainaut. — Si la reine d’Angleterre consent 
à quelque prêt, elle pourra dicter ses volontés.

My good Lorde, That yt mayc playnelye appere what hathe passed hetherto yn thys 
owr negosiation, whe bave thowght good to seynde Mr Soommers ower too Her 
Hightnes, whow ys mayde pryvye of owr procedyngens; but, to be short, whe fiynde 
that ther demayndes be suche, and not to be alltered, that ther ys noo hoppe that Don 
Jhon will yellde unt’ yt. Wether thys grow ether by resoon of ther great armye they 
hâve, or whether they be assured to keppe warre with the Kyngof Spayne soome yercs, 
] knoonot,or whether they be determinyd to chaynge master, a thing yn my opinion to 
be fered. What they hâve enformed us of the state of the contrye, Mr Soomers lias yt at 
large. Thys trewlye maye be sayde that, the losses of Gebelures beyng great, yt not 
enye oon tone hathe revolled froom the States, nor menney taken of enye importaynens, 
but suehe as esellye wvlbe hade, they beyng stroonger yn the fyellde, saving Philip- 
ville.

Monsieur’s deputyes hathe not ben with us at yet. Ther masters [s] actioon ys very 
straynge : he will coom and ayde them and commaynde, whether they will or will not. 
Uollaynde, Zellaynde, Brabaynt, Flaynders, Freeslaynde, Gellderes, Artoyes doomuche 
misleke of the Freynche. Onllye Henoye doothe imbrass him. It ys to be suspected 
that the Conte d’Alleyn will delyver the towne of Mons unto him; but this I finde a 
generayll disposition that, rather then they will be under the tiranye of the Spanyardes,
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lhey will seke a new master, ye rather thcn faylle masters. They hâve not pressed 
us for enye meyne; and, to saye trewllye, lhey hâve noo nedde. Marye, they 
hâve great waynte of money, and the rather for that as yet Her Majesties bayndes hathe 
takeyn no good effect. If Her Majestie maye think yt good to hellppe them, I judge she 
maye hâve soom good payment for yt that, what eend soever lhees trobles hâve, Her 
Majestie maye make her présent assure her marchayntes and bridell thés lowse pepell.

Now that ther ys noo great causs of ows staye, it maye please Yowr Lordeshype to 
helppe us hoom. Thys, wycsing yow and yowrs ail good happines, I commyt yow to 
Allmyghty God.

Antwherpe, the xu‘h of jully anno 1S78.
P. S. The tolleration of religioon ys garvnled by the Generall-States, and nowsynt 

yn to the provyncyes. If this brede noo allteration, it ys leklye the States vvell staynde 
faste together. It ys sayde that, er yt be loonge, they will fîght. Casimerus ys at 
Zutfin.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXC.
Lord Cobham et Walsingham au docteur Wilson (? ).

( A n v e r s ,  13 j u i l l e t  1378.)

Ils ont découvert qu’il y a peu d’espoir de voir se conclure la paix. — Les députés du duc d’Alençon 
n’ont pas quitté Mons. — Conférences avec Dammartin. — Message adressé au duc Casimir. — 
L’armée de don Juan a passé la Meuse.

Sir, The xth of this présente, we receaved answere in wrilinge from the Archduke 
and the States to the poynts of our instruccions delivered unto them the 2 of the same, 
the partie that was messenger unto us from them excusinge theire longe délayé caused 
by reason of theire great affaires, which this présente tyme dothe offer unto them by 
reason of the great power they hâve in fielde. Uppon the receiptof whieh answere and 
some conférence had theron bettw'eene ourselves, we thought good to communicate 
with th’Emperours ambassador and the Prince of Orange about the fîrst point, whe- 
rin wo w'ere carefull to try by ail possible meanes what good might be donne and be 
more fully informed what the resolute intencion and playne meaninge of the States 
might be therin, which, beinge shadowed under a vayle of words, did not so wel 1 appere
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unto us as to our satisfaction \ve desired. By conférence wilh tliem, \ve founde some 
more évident grounde whereuppon to resolve ourselves and to acquavnt Her Majesty 
withall touehinge the saide article and poynt whieh concernethe peace, wherin we 
finde no hope of any good to be donne. What the substance of the speaches delivered 
unto us bothe from th’Emperours ambassador and the Prince was, we referre youe to 
Mr Somers the bearer herof to be more amply enformed, to whome we hâve commu- 
nicated the whole as it passed betweene them and us, who is also to acquaynt youe with 
our proceadinge in seeking to informe ourselves generally of the State of the whole 
contry.

The deputics of Monsieur, of whome we wrote in our last to Her Majestie that we 
expected theire comminge, are not yot arryved here or hard of otherwyse then of theire 
beinge still at Monts, whieh deferringe of tyme causethe us to suspect theire dealing ', 
wherof this bearer shall also more at large discourse with youe what we are perswaded 
of it, and of suche communication as passed betweene Dampmartin, Monsieurs servant 
and commis, and us here.

The xjth of this présente, we sent a gentleman to Duke Casimir to welcome him into 
the contrie and to acquaynt him with the cause of our repayre hither, especially tou
ehinge Monsieurs malter, wherof he desired by his deputies to be advertised.

The same daye, the Prince of Orange gave us to understand that Don Juans forces 
hâve alreadie passed the river of Masc with intencion to fight, and that he is put in good 
hope by the Count Bossu that they shall cary away the victory.

And thus, havinge receaved suche answere as youe shall see andinformed ourselves 
as well as wre caune of the state of the contrye, and seenge no hope of peace and there- 
fore no cause of our stey here but only for the delivery of suche answere as shalbe 
thought fit by Her Majesty to be made to the depulies of Monsieur, after conférence and 
treaty had wilh them, whieh maye as sulficiently be delivered by Mr Davison as by us, 
it maye please youe to move Hir Majesty for our révocation, as well for sparinge of 
charges as for needlesse spendinge of longer tyme, wherin not doubtinge but youe will 
further our desire as shalbe thought best for lier Majesties service, we bid youe har- 
tely farewell, leavinge youe to the grâce of God.

Antwerpe, the 13 ofjuly 1378.
(British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 88.)

1 De son côté, Des Pruneaux écrivait, le S juillet 1878 : « Les envoyés anglais ont été reçus avec 
* de plus grands honneurs que nous... Ils font de nombreux présents et de grandes dépenses. Leur 
s but est de nous nuire avec leurs artifices accoutumés. » (Bibl. nat. à Paris, f. fr., 5279.)
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MMMCMXCI.
William Davison au docteur Wilson.

(Anvers, 13 juillet 1378.)

Les États sont décidés à livrer bataille à don Juan, sans attendre le duc Casimir. — 
Arrivée de Mondoucet à Anvers.

Your Honour maye hâve so amply understoode lhe state of ail thinges here from 
My Lordes, since there coming over, as I hâve lhe rather forborne (o trowble you with 
my impertinent letters. Nowe, tbonghe I hâve no extraordynarie subjecte, yet wottldel 
only for duties sake accompany there dispatche with a lyne or two. Our long trayned 
préparations are growen to some head. Wilhin three leagues of this towne, the States 
hâve assembled 9,000 horse and 7 or 8,000 folemen, wilh lhe which they hâve gonne 
to forme there campe, enereasing the same with infanterie as their mony will suffer, 
which ariseth yet verie skarcelie. Tlie forces which they hâve readie, beinge once toge- 
tlier, they seeme resolvid to présent the hattaile, without tarieng for the Duke Cassimir, 
who is in Gueldres, passing of bis muslers. Whither it be lhat they présumé themselves 
strong inowghe, or that necessitie force them, or whither good pollicy do induce theni 
to fjght without him, I cannot tell. Once it seines they are delermyned to put it in adven
ture. To fight with a parte of there forces, considering aswell there owne estate as lhe 
qualitie of there enemy, is hardly allowed of some; and to délaye the battaile till there 
whole troupes are joignid, is as muche impugned of others, who tliinke it better to hâve 
such a strenghc as that of lhe Duke Cassimir reservid, whatsoever hapen, then to put 
there whole force at one instant in adventure. For, if wilh the army which they hâve 
readye, they defeate there enemy, it is asmuch as they seke for; if they be defeatid, 
they tliinke it cannot be without the grcat loss and weakning of th’other,against whome 
bringing a freshe and gallanl army into the lielde er he well recouver him self, they 
tliinke to put him to bis plunge. But, as victory is only in the bandes of God, so th’issue 
of this counsaile must be referrid to him.

Our french matter is not yet growen to his full ripenes. The Dukes agentes and 
ministers here do still labour to render there masters course acceptable, but this there 
travaile hath chieflie or rather only prevailid hitherto in Haynault. Rochepot is still in 
Pycardy, where he hath galherid together about 2,000 fotemen. The reste of lhe Dukes 
troupes do not yet sturre that we beare of. Moundoucet is corne this morning to this 
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towne to comunicate with My Lordes, and neuve shall we hâve the queslyon revived 
among the States, whelher should he beste to accepte or reject those offers. The matler 
is of great conséquence and the barder to decyde for the perill which maye growe by 
th’one course and other. But sonie wise men are yet of opinion that ali this winde vvill 
shake litle corne, esteming the scope and chief drifte of theis préparations to tende to 
th’empeaching of the Duke Cassimir his entry into Fraunce having done his feate here : 
a thing which they vehemently suspecte, and therefore will bave an army hovering 
upon the frontyers ready to make liead against him, intending in the rneane tyme not 
to be idle, if the folly of the Hennyers do offer them any advantage. Of theis and ali 
other matenail particularises I knowe, you shall be advcrlised at length from My 
Lordes, and therfore w ill 1 heare conclude with th’offer of my service, moste humbly 
taking my leave.

Antwarpe, the xiuth of july 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXCII.
Cobham et fValsingham au docteur Wilson.

(Anvers, -14 juillet -1S78.)

Entrée du duc d’Alençon à Mons. — Il est de plus en plus urgent que la reine d’Angleterre 
se décide à aider les Etats dans leurs embarras financiers.

Sir, This eveninge late, ye Marquis of Haverech comelh unto us and telleth us of 
Monsieurs arrivai in Mons, with twentie horse, so yt it is feared greatly he is like to 
be possessed of yt towne. Ail the rest of lheir frontier townes stand likewyse in very 
doutful termes of ready yeldinge and receivinge bis forces. The cause lhereof is ye 
want of pay deu to ye garnisons in them, which was promiscd them shold hâve bin 
discharged with full contentation before this, uppon hope they had lier Majesties bondes 
W’old hâve taken good effect : which, fallinge out contrarie to their expectation, hath 
cast them into this exlremitie. And yet by this late contract begonne with Spinola and 
Pallavicino, they were in some good hope againe ye matler wold hâve taken better 
foote, but those marchants certifyinge over hilher ye slacknes and prolonginge of deli- 
very of Her Majesties bondes, which were due by vertue of the said procurations, cau- 
selh both ye conlractors to make stay of goinge forwarde in ye delivery of ye rest of ye
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money unpayed yt was agreed on betwene them and ye States and withholdeth others 
which were ready to hâve entred into like contract with them for olher sonies, from fur- 
tlier procedinge *.

It may please you therefore, uppon considération of ye weightines of these causes, to 
move Her Majeslie for ye spedie dispalche of ye said bondes, and seinge their extre- 
mitie is so great, yt there uppon dependeth presenlly ye losse of ail ye province to ye 
Frencli, and of other pièces of ye contrie eonsequently, by like default of necessarie pro
vison to fournishe their necessitie, to resolve with her self what she is pleased to doe for 
their secours and relief yt way ; for, in ye meane season, we must déclaré you a trueth,

1 La note suivante, émanée probablement de Burleigh, retrace les relations financières d’Elisabeth 
avec les États :

The first article of treatie betwene Her Majeslie and the Marquis of Havereeh for Her Highnes bondes 
for 100,000" carieth lliis lliat payement of so much as shold be taken uppe by vertue of those bondes, 
shold be payed within twelve monethes after the deliverie of Her Highnes said bondes into the States 
handes. liut, if the peace were concluded before the said twelve monelhs, lhat then the payment of so 
much as was taken uppe, by vertu aforcsaid, shold be repayed to Her Majeslie before the ratification 
of the said peace, or twelve hostages shold be sent over into England for Her Majesties better asseu- 
rance for the said somme or sommes.

It was concluded in the same treatie that a ccrteine power of men should hâve gone over from 
hence to the avde of the States, with some one of the nobilitic for a general.

This part was after altered, and, for the supplie of englishe forces, was appointed an ayde of 6,000 
Suyses and 6,000 reiters, under the conduct of Duke Casimir. In considération of the acceptation 
whereof, promise was made them by Her Majestie to lend them 40,000" (beside the obligations of 
the 100,000") uppon their bonde, to be repayed within an yere : appeareth in Daniel Rogers instruc
tions.

Uppon this condition and promise for to receive the said 40,000" beside the bonde of the 100,000'“, 
the States were content to reçoive the ayde of Germaines and Suyses aforesaid under the conduct of 
the Duke aforcsaid, which otherwyse they wold not hâve done, the nomber being in dede greater 
then they ether had nede of or were able to mainteine (without such assistance of money from Her 
Majestie), and besides, seinge it farre surmonted that ayde which they desired and was accorded by 
Her Majestie of her owne subjects :

Duke Casimir acccpted the charge uppon condition of receipt of the same last 20,000" from Her 
Majestie at the end of may.

The said 20,000" was sent over from hence the IB of may by Saltonston, with certaine instruc
tions to Monsieur Davison, subscribed with fower of the Counsellors handes for the deliverie of it to 
the States. In which instructions, and in the first article, there was inserted this condition that the 
said somme shold be repayed out of the first money that was taken uppe by vertu of Her Majesties 
bondes.

The procurations were sent to Monsieur Davison the 16 martii.
The last 20,000" was sent by Saltonston the 16 maii. (Hecord office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)
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we heare very evil of lhese délayes yt are used. Tliey call uppon us incessanlly for a 
résolution, declaringe unlo us yt, tbogh ye relief may semc great lo Her Majestie, 
wherewith she haili bin pleased to helpc tliem, yet in trueth it hath corne to lhem in 
such sort yt ye benefit and fruict of il hatli bin balf lost, to ye great hazard of ye con- 
tries and forgoinge of many advantages which might wel bave bin laken. And ye fur- 
ther yt tbese délayés grow in length, ye more their péril and danger increaseth and is 
now almost at a periode remcdilesse. And tberfore they most bumbly and instantly 
besech Her Majestie to détermine one way orolher with them. If she please to relieve 
them, they hope to kepe out the Frenth; if she forsake them, lhey must of necessitie 
receive them, betler vvilh more tollerable conditions then with barder. This we thoght 
good to advertise you of, yt meanes of remedie might be soght for in time, which we 
trust you wil further ye best yow can. And so we leave yow to ye grâce of God.

From Antwerp, ye .... july 1578.
{Briiish Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 91.)

MMMCMXCIII.
fValsingham au comte de Leicester.

( A n v e r s ,  14 j u i l l e t  1578. )

Peu d’espoir de conclure la paix. — Progrès du duc d’Alençon. — Préparatifs militaires. — 
On attend La Noue. — Les États remettraient en gage à la reine d’Angleterre la ville si importante 
de l’Écluse. — Si le prince d’Orange semble s’éloigner de l’Angleterre, c’est qu’il ne compte plus 
sur son appui.

My verry good Lord, Your Lordship by the inclosed coppye of the States awntswer 
may perceyve howe lyltle hope lher is lo procure a peace belwen Don Joan and them, 
being as they are determyned not to entre inlo any treatye untill he be retyred wûth bis 
forces and sooche howldes delyvered up into lher handes as he presently possessethe : 
a condytyon so harde and dyshonorable as he can in no case accept. On the other syde, 
yf yt be trewe as is advertyced (notwithstandynge the Frenche King’s brothers prepa- 
ratyons), he is resolulely bent to contynewe the warres, being incoraged therto by the 
King of Spayne his brother, with promyse of a contynewall supporte of money to be 
dely vered monethely unto him. Bothe partyes being thus resolulely bent to abyde and
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endure the event of warres, I leave to Your Lordship to judge what hope iher is to doe 
good betwen tbem. The more I consyder of the siate of this contrye, the harder I fynde 
yf for the King of Spayne ever to recover the full possessyon therof, unies God should 
take awaye the Prince, whose advyce they can not well spare, thowghe ther townes by 
the newe fortyfycatyons be made impregnable.

Monsieur d’Anjowe doinges carrye here a verry straynge coorse : fyrst in yt he offre- 
the supporte to them yt aske yt not; secondaryly in yt he dysavowe the his mynisters 
doinges; lastely in yt his mynisters, whoe shoold hâve conferred vvith us abovexdayes 
past, doe not repayre unto us, but feed us on wilh délayés. In the mean tyme, he doothe 
under hande labor thés of Henaulde by the medyatyon of the CountLaleyne to be ait 
his devotyon, so that 1 suppose he wyll faule to treatye after he is possessed of the 
townes. I doe not heare yt his forces he hathe on the frontyers, be great, and yet cer- 
teyne peltye mynisters of his here doe geve owt yt he hathe in a readynes to entre 
into this contrye H ,000 footemen and 3,000 horsemen, but they be but frenche 
bragges.

The campe of the States is vvithin thre myles of this towne, concystyng of 9,000 horse 
well appoynted and 10,000 footemen, but ali ther footemen be not yet arryved at the 
campe only throwghe lacke of paye. The hope they had by vertue of Her Majesties 
bondes to hâve reeovered an 100,000", hathe greatly dysapoynted them.

The Prince hathe ben verry earnest with us to procure from Her Majestie some pré
sent releefe. I desyred some good towne on the sea cost for pawne, letting him under- 
stande that the people of Ingland may thinke Her Majesties Cownsell careless of her 
state in contenlyng them selves with ynk and paper for assueraunce, when other yt 
mean not so muche good unto them, can obteyne townes. The Prince is content to 
yeld therto and promysethe to doe any thing for Her Majesties satysfactyon. I suppose 
they wyll be content to delyver unto Her Majestie handes the towne of Sluse, which 
hathe ben vyewed by my cosyn Pelham. The castell is invyncyble; the haven resonable 
good and verry apt to brydell the Flushingers. Besydes he yt hathe yt towne, shall 
master ali Flaunders. I dare undertake yt, yf yt were morgaged for a myllyon of 
crownes,yt wyll be redeemed. The greatest dyffycultye wyllbe to induce Her Majestie 
to receyve yt, in dowbt the King of Spayne wyll entre into a warre; but he yt can be 
content to suffre them of Holland and Zelande to traffyque frcely into Spayne (as also 
the Spanyardes to repayre into Zelande with ther wooles),wyll heare with Her Majestie 
for takyng a towne in pawne. He fearethe nothing more then Her Majesties entryng 
into an actual warre. The Prince dolhe styll constantly avowe yt, yf Your Lordship 
had come over, as was looked for and promysed, eyther ther had ensued a good peace 
or Don Joan had bene driven owt of the contrye.

The spanishe forces are nowe passed the Mase with intenlyon to hazarde the bat-
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tell, as is geven owt.The States campe hâve put on the lyke dysposytyon, so that shor- 
tely we are to see the event. La Nowe is dayly looked for here, whom they meane to 
make marshall of ther campe.

The hope of doing any good in the malter of peace being taken awaye, and Mon- 
sieurs mynisters dallyeng with us as they doe, 1 see no cause of staye here, and therfor 
doe hope to be at home shorlely, which I beseeche Your Lordship to further. They 
desyre greatly to knowe Her Majesties resolutyon (as may appeare unto Your Lordship 
in the ende of the awntswer) what coorse she wyll take in assyslyng them : wherunto 
we hâve aunswered yt, untyll oure returne (that Her Majestie may be thorrowghely 
informed of the state of this contrye), ther wyll be nolhing done, nor concluded.

The Prince’s strayngenes grewe only for that we came over with so slender matter, 
in a tyme so fyt to deale rowndely, wher at ail the world dothe wonder. He is lothe to 
open his inlentyons to thos of whos assystaunce he is dowbtefull : which carryelhe good 
sense withall. 1 am thorrowghely perswaded yt he is no otherwyse inelyned to ronne 
the coorse of Fraunce then exstreame necessytye shall leade him. The more I deale 
with him, the more sulfycyent I fynde him; he makethe no dowbt of yt to weerye the 
K.ing of Spayne, yf he may hâve during the warres but some convenient supporte.

And so, fearing to hâve overlong trobled Your Lordship, I most humbly take my 
leave.

At Antwerpe, the xnulb ofjulye 1578.
(B rit. Mus., Galba, C. YI, 2' partie, n° 3t.)

MMMCMXCIV.
H alsingham à lord Burleigh.

( A N V E R S ,  14 J U I L L E T  -1578. )

Résumé de la lettre précédente.

Your Lordship shall by this bearer Mr Sommers understande at large what is to be 
hoped for towcbing any peace to be made betwen Don Joan and the States, in what 
tearmes they stande heer, and howe we are dallyed withall by Monsieur d’Anjowes 
deputes. So that I hope, when Your Lordship shall be thorrowghely informed of thés 
pertyculer poyntes, you wyll then see that ther is no longer cause of owre staye heere, 
and to stand so myche owre good lord as to further owre returne.
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The Prince gave us yesterdaye to understande that Don Joans forces arc allreadye 

passed the Mase, with a determynation, as yt is geven owt, to fyght; but men of good 
judgement doe thinke that Don Joan wyll not hasarde the battell but uppon verry 
great advauntage.

The States campe is allreadye assembled neere unto Lira, but the greatest parte of 
ther footemen, for lacke of money, are dryven to lye scattered in vyllages, and can not 
be drawen to repayre to the campe before they receyve paye, which is a great hynde- 
raunce and losse of tyme. The trust they reposed to hâve recovered uppon Her Majes- 
ties bondes the 100,000“, hathe throwen lhem into this necessyte, which makelhc them 
verry earnest with us to be a means unto Her Majestye for some présent releefe : which 
I wyshe (consydering howe myche ther well doing importethe Her Majestye) were 
performed, so Her Majestye myght hâve some good assueraunce for the repayment of 
the same. I hâve prayed this bearer to acquaynle Your Lordship with my opynyon 
towching a waye of assueraunce that may conteyne dyvers other benefitles fyt to be 
taken howlde on.

And so, having nothing elles presently to imparte unto Your Lordship,I most humbly 
take my leave.

At Anlwarpe, the xiiu'b of julye 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMCMXCV.
Les lords du Conseil Privé à Cobham et à Walsingham.

( H a y e r i n g ,  18 J U I L L E T  1878. )

Ils leur ordonnent d’annoncer aux États que, puisque leurs exigences exorbitantes rendent la paix 
impossible, leur mission est terminée. — Néanmoins, ils pourront prolonger leur séjour aux Pays- 
Bas dans le cas où ils croiraient pouvoir ainsi déjouer les projets des Français. — Il convient que 
les Etats remettent en gage à la reine d’Angleterre, pour les prêts faits ou à faire, Flessingue 
ou l’Écluse.

Aflre our verie hartie commendatioris unto Your Lordships. We hâve received your 
letters brought unto us by Mr Sommers, and at good length he hath been harde, as 
well by the Queen’s Majestie as by us, touching such matters as were eommitled to his 
credite and reporte : wherin, like as he hath dischardged his dutie, with good discre-
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tion and lo our good satisfaction, for so mucli as to him apperleyned, so hatli it been 
thought mete uppon bis returne unto you againc, by Her Majesties comaundement, 
tliat, for tbe mosl parte of the matters Iiere dcbated upon bis coming, you shall againe 
give credilte to bis reporte, as one that for lhat purpose bat h been présent to here wbat 
batb been said touching tbose matters. But, for your furtber direction of yourselfes, 
tbe Queencs Majesties pleasure is, and so batb Hir Higbnesse expresseiie commanded 
us to signifie unto you in bir bebalf, that you shall furlbwitb make your returne home 
againe, and to that ende shall déclaré unto tbe States ibat, synce tbe principali cause 
of your comming was to be mediators for a peace (wlierin tbe States know in wbat 
sorte they bave proceaded), and finding by their answere that tbey will not or cannot 
assent to any peace, without sucb extreme conditions as Hir Majestie cannot allowe to 
propone lo Don John, for that she thinketh assuredlie that be will nevcr yelde tberto, 
and tberby seinge that your abode ther is in vayrie, you shall, as commaunded by Hir 
Majestie, préparé yourselfes to corne tlience without any furtber expence of tyme. 
JNevertbelesse, if you be entered into conférence witb tbe comissioners of [tbe] Duke 
d’Alanzon, you shall, as you see cause, abide there for some furtber tyme for tliat pur
pose, and proceade tlierin to sucb effecte as maie tende to helpe tbe States against tbe 
force of their enemies, without daunger to make the French, by coulour of aide, a pos
sesseur of the Lowe-Countries.

And, concerning tbe money which tbe States desire to hâve, ether by a furtber 
imprest oui of Englande, or upon the credilte of Hir Majesties bondes of 100,000H, Hir 
Majesties pleasure and comaundement is that you shall answere them tliat, considering 
wbat grcte sommes of money tbey bave alredie freelie had from Hir Majestie for their 
préservation, for which Hir Majestie batb no other assurance but writing in parchement 
and waxe, and that it is knowen bow diverse townes of good moment bave been offered 
to Monsieur d’Alanzon onlie uppon an offre to aide lhem, ther is reason that Hir 
Majestie sboulde bave as good for bir inlerest. And therfor, before any furtber somes 
sbalbe yclded to them, it shalbe required of them wbat assurance tbey will give for 
repaiement therof. And, if tbe States in that case wilbe silent in their answere and will 
remitte it to your demaundes, Hir Majesties pleasure is, tliat as of yourselfes you shall 
saie lhat you (hink it reasonable that tbe States sboulde offer some maritisme townes 
into tbe custodie of Hir Majestie, as gaiges for repaiement of ail sucb somes of money 
as batb been or sbalbe impresled lo them. And so upon comuniealion they maie be 
pressed by you to yelde to deliver Flusshing and Sluse in gaige, or one of lhem.

And you maie adde hercunlo tliat, uppon your returne witb assurance lo you given 
(which you shall require in writing) of their contentation lo offre tbose townes as gaiges 
with reasonable conditions, you sbalbe tbe more ablc to deale witb Hir Majestie for tbe 
furtber inlarging of bir favour. And yet you shall onlie give them compfort, by offre
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of your own indevours, without making, in Hir Majesties name, any promise of assu
rance.

And further Hir Majesties pleasure and commaundement is that you shall chardge 
Davison to retayne the generali bonde of the 100,000”, and, unies Hir Majestie send a 
newe warrant, he shall not yelde to graunt the use therof for borrowing of any somes 
of money. But yet lie shall not make it appeare to the States that the relieving of them 
by that bonde is to be aceompled desperate, but to rest onlie suspended untill bettre 
assurance maie be had from the States.

And His Majestie willeth you, Mr Secretarie, that you do not forgelte to put the 
States in mynde that it was agreed, when the bondes were given for the 100,000”, that 
it was covenaunled that Hir Majestie shoulde be repaied of the money alredie imprested 
to them for the selting forth of Duke Casimerc to the fielde, of the fîrst money that 
shoulde be received upon the said bondes, and lherfore lher shoulde be no money 
taken upp to be delivered to the States upon those bondes, untill Hir Majestie were 
first repaied : whereof Hir Majestie hath commaunded (bat you shoulde be remembred 
by us.

And so, beinge hartelie sorie that Your Lordships bave founde no redyar meanes to 
worke the peace, for which you ar sent, we reeommende the cause of the afflicted to 
Godes favour and defence. And so do bidd you right hartelie farwell.

From Havering, the xvmth of julie 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 4; Drit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2* partie, n° 99.)

MMMCMXCVI.
Lord Burleigh à lord Cobham.

(Havering, -18 juillet 1518.)

Colère d’Élisabeth en apprenant que les États lui demandaient de nouveau de l’argent.

My very good Lord, We bave bene here in long expectation of Mr Sommars comming, 
who cam hylher on wednesday last, and, being in the afternoone with Hir Majesly, he 
cold not bave full tyme to impart his whole charg to Hir Majesty ; but, whan she per- 
ceaved that the States required more monny, I will not wryte how greally she mislvked 
therof, and, as much as was doone by me as 1 cold to mitigat hir offence, though the 
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same fell sharply in speche uppon my self. Yesterday,Hir Majesly had ageyn more talk 
with hym privatly, and, being still offended, she called me befor Mr Sommai’, and iher 
flatly denyed to lend any more monny, cbargyng me wilh great oversight thatther was 
not assurance for the monny allredy lent by baving of some towns in gage : wherunto 
I answered that, for the monny past, Hir Majesty had the bondes o( the States, as was 
at the tyme thought mete; and, for more lo be lent, if Hir Majesty lyked not of the 
formar assurancies, I thougt and perceaved by Mr Sommai- that Hir Majesty might bave 
some towns, and so I thought besl for Hir Majesty to procede, wherby both the comen 
cause shuld be stayed from daunger of ruyn, and also therby Hir Majesty might bave 
more hope to hâve repayement of hir emprestes; but this my advise cold not content 
hir, but that Mr Sommars shuld spedely départ to call you home, which, though your 
selvis for privat respectes do desyre, yet 1 wold you might hâve slayd, so as by reco- 
veryng for the States from Hcr Majesty this monny taken upp by Hir Majesties ercditt, 
you might bave sene thearmy in full redynes, wherby, if ever Don Jhon wold yeld to 
lerms of a pcace, you might hâve had oporlunite to hâve furdred the same. And now 
that we lierd yesternight of Monsieurs arryvall at Montes, I wished also that Hir Majesty 
wold not in this hasty sort call you awey, and therto Hir Majesty yeldeth that uppon 
thaï occasion, if you shall [see] any just occasion lo stey a longer tyme, she will that so 
you shall do, as in part it was wryllen in the comen lettcr, befor we hard of Monsieurs 
arryvall.

Mr Sommer can tell you how sharp Hir Majesly hath bene with some of us here as 
counseliors, wherof you Mr Seeretary was not fiee of some portion of his wordes, nor 
yet good Sommars hym self for comming in messadg to require more monny. And yet 
we ail must dutifully beare wilh Hir Majesties offence for the tyme, not despearyng 
but, how so ever she mislyketh matters at on tyme, yet at an other tyme she will alter 
hir sharpnes, specially whan she is perswaded that weall meanc truly for hir and hir 
suerty, though she sometymes will not so understand.

I must pray you both lo receave this my Setter, joyntly, without any severall letters 
to you, for that as you be ther joyned in chardg, so can I wryt nothyng to on of you 
but the same is mete for both. Mr Sommar can informe how he found here that a pac- 
quett, which he and you thought was sentby Roger Williams, cam not hyther, wherby, 
suerly for lack of the matter therin conteaned, Hir Majesty was at Mr Sommars com- 
ming prepared to mislyk of that he brought, because, as she sayd, you had bene from 
hir almost five wekes, and she never untill now cold here of your négociation.

And yesternight it happened that Mr Sommar, reportyng some part of your first 
négociation with the States and with th’Emperors ambassador, I answ'ered hym that 1 
never hard therof befor, and he afïirmyng that ther cam a lardg discourss therof by 
Water Williams, I sent for Mr Seeretary Wilson, who denyed the recept of any such ;
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and than queslioning with Williams, we also cold not find any lykhood lliat lie brought 
any such pacquett; and than Mr Sommars told us that he had a copy therof, which we 
redd,and suerly fynd that Hir Majesty shuld bave bene gretly satiefyied, if it had corne 
in seson. And so Hir Majesty beingherof informed, though she wold not rede the same, 
yet she hard by me a report therof, wherwith Hir Majesty semed somewhal pacifyed. 
Ail this and much more Mr Sommar can at length report, and so 1 end with my 
paper.

From Haveryng, wber I am kept only to receave some chydynges uppon dayly 
debate of these matters, 18 july 1578.

My Lord, I can gett no supply for Dover, notwithslandyng ail importunité which 
arriseth of a cause that both of you herafter may know, the same being, I thynk, the 
cause why Mr Pellham is so soddenly called home, although I am not made aequeynted 
therwith.

(Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MiVlMCiVlXCVll.
Le docteur Wilson à Davison.

( t t A V E R I N G ,  dS J U I L L E T  do78.)

Defenso de faire de nouveaux prêts aux Etats.

Sir, The Queenes Majestie, not mynding that yow shal use your procuration for the 
100,000“, hatli commanded me to require yow, upon your allegiance,not to entermedle 
any farther with the sayde power, but to retayne the bondes to your selfe, without far- 
tber delynge, until you heare more frome Her Majestie and her Cownsel. This I was 
wylled to Write unto yow, whiche 1 dowbte not but yow wyl faithfullie observe. And, 
towehinge this same commandement, yow shal also understande at large by the letters, 
whiche My Lordes bave written to My Lorde Cobham and to Mr Secretarie, so that of 
neccssitie dew regarde must bee had hereof. I must tel yow, for your own service and 
dcalinges, the Queenes Majestie is wel pleased there with, whose favour I doe wyshe 
maye bee encreased to yow ; and so fare yow wel most hartelie.

Frome the Cowrte at Haveringe, this 18 of julie 1578.
(.Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMCMXCVIH.
JValsingham au comte de Leicester.

(18 J U I L L E T  -1578.)

L’indécision de la reine a compromis l’influence anglaise aux Pays-Bas. — Forces du camp des Etats.

My very good Lord, Since I last wrote unto Your Lordship, \ve are greatly amased 
herc with the sodayne and strang arryvall of Monsieur, the Frenche King’s brother, at 
Mons, being only aecompanied with 8 or 10 persons of such as he brouglit with him 
out of France. The wisest sort cannot tell what to make of it; divers are jalous therof, 
and the honest and best affected do utterly myslyke of it. Nolwithstandinge, consideringe 
the course we take at home, havinge latly denied the signinge of some particuler bonds 
for certeyne sommes of monney taken up by vertue of Her Majestys generali bonds, to 
the great myslyke and discontentment of the States here and of those that are best 
affected, yt is not unlykly but that lie sliall make his proffit in theis conlries, not only 
to our dishonor and discredit, but also to the perrill and hazard of the State by suffe- 
ringe the crowne of France to receave so great an increase of dominion. The speeches 
that hâve ben given out through the same délayé ordenyall hâve ben a great touche to 
us in credit, espeeially beinge sent hither with so weake matter as we were, seing we 
are no more apt to go forward with great causes yt shalbe well donne of us herafter to 
forbeare any further dealings, as well to avoyde the abusing ofothers as the discrediting 
of ourselves.

I pray Your Lordship to pardon my passion protestinge unto youe that the same 
growethe not of any particuler respect unto myself, but only of the greife I hâve that 
the forme of our goverment should be had in contempt, through suche uncertayne and 
irresolute dealinge as the same is subject unto.

I bave very good hope that, if this matter or Monsieur do not trouble them, that ail 
things will do well; for,of late,beinge so required by the Archduke, we repayred to the 
campe, being twelve myles from the towne, where we found the whole forces as wel 
horsmen as footmen put into divers squadrons, the horsmen beinge in nomber 8,000 
wherof 6,000 reisters, 1,500 men at armes and 500 lyght horse and the footmen 10,000, 
the resl of them beinge so many or more in nomber being not yet repayred to the 
campe for the horsmen. I thinke there was not seene the lyke nomber so well appoynted 
bothe for horse and armor this many yeres. Those that hâve seene Casimirs troups 
which are S,500 horse, do report the lyke of them, besides he bringethe with him
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4,000 frenche shot under the conduct of Monsieur d’Argentlieu and of the best sol- 
diers in France and very well afl'ecled to Her Majesly. These forces beinge so great 
and so well appoynted, yf God, who is the disposer of victory, withdraw not courage 
from them, there is great hope of theire good successe.

And so comitting Your Lordsbip, etc.
(Brit. Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 94.)

MMMCMXCIX.
JValsingham au comte de Sussex (?).

( A n v e r s ,  18 j u i l l e t  1578.)

Même objet.

My verry good Lord, Sythence I last wro[le] unto Your Lordship, we are greatly 
amased lieere witb the soddeyn and strayng arryv[all] of Monsieur the Frenche King’s 
brolher at Mounts, being only accompagned with eyght or ten persons. The wysest 
sorte cannot tell what to make of yt; dyvers are jealowse therof, and the honestest sort 
and best affected doe utterly myslyke of yt. Notwithstanding, consydering the coorse we 
take at home (having latefly] denied or at least delayed the sygning of some pertyculc-r 
bondes for certeyn sommes of money taken of by vertue of Her Majesties generali 
bondes to the great myslyke and dysconlentement of the States here and of thos that 
are best affected) yt is not unlykely but yt he shail make bis proffyt in thés contryes, 
not only to the dyshonor and dyscredyt of owre governement, but also to the perryll 
and hazarde of oure State by sufîering the crowne of Fraunce to receyve to great an 
increase of domynion. The speeches that heere are geven owt thorrowghe the same 
délayé or denyall, hâve ben a great towehe to us Her Majesties mynisters here, in credyt, 
espetyally being sent hether with so weake matter as we are. Suerly, My good Lord, 
seeing we are no more apt to deale in great cawses, yt shall be wel don hereafter for 
us to forbeare any further dealynges, as well to avoyde the abbusing of others as the 
dyscredytyng of oure selves, whos governement groweth dayly more and more in con
tempte thorrowghe uneerteyn and irresolute dealynges.

For the State of this contrye, yf this matter of Monsieur be no impeachemen unto 
them, I am in verry good hope ail thynges wyll doe well. Of late being so requyred by
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lhe Archeduke, \ve repaired lo (he campe being twclvc englyshe myles from tliis towne, 
where, by lhe seyd Arcbedukes order, the whole forces, aswell horsemen as foolemen, 
were put into dyvers squadrons. The horsemen being in nombre 8,000, wherof 6,000 
reyters, 1,500 men at armes and 500 lyght horse, and lhe foolemen 10,000, lhe rest 
being so many more in nombre or more are not yei repayred (o the campe. For lhe hor
semen I thinke ther was notseene lhe lyke nombre so well appoynted bothe for horse, 
armor and lykely men thés many yeares. They yt bave seen Cassemyres troupes, which 
are 5,500 horse, doe esieme them comferable to thés or rallier better. He bryngethe 
besydes with him 4,000 frenche shootlers under Argenllycus conducte, one of the best 
sowldyars in Fraunce. Thés forces being so gréai and so well appoynted, yf God, whoe 
is the dysposer of vyctory, withdrawe not eorage from them, ther is great hope of ther 
good successe.

And so, commyttyng Your Lordship to bis fatlicrlv protcct[yon], I most bumbly take 
my lcavc.

At Anlwcrpe, lhe 181'1 of julye 1578.
(Record office, Pap, of Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMM.
IValsingham à lord Burleigh.

(48 J U I L L E T  1878?)

Réflexions sur l’arrivée du duc d’Alençon à Mons. — Plaintes que fait naître l’irrésolution de la reine 
d’Angleterre. — Revue des troupes des Etats. — On a laissé à chaque province le droit de régler 
l’exercice de la religion.

My very good lord, Doubtinge your absence from the Court, I send Your Lordship 
a copie of the lettere we write unlo Mr Secretary, by lhe which youe maye perceave 
what hatli passed belwene Monsieur, the Frfench] Kings brothers, depulies and us, as 
also the speeche we had with the Prince of Ofrange] touching Monsieurs repayreinlo 
Mons in that sort lhat he did yt is thought tliat what through the affeccion lhat the 
Counte of Lalayne bearethe to Monsieur, who commandethe altogelher in the towne 
of Mons, and lhe perswaeions and great promises made by the D[uke]s depulies, who 
bave longe resided in lhat towne, hathe not only brought thesame to be at bis devocion,
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but divers other townes within t h a t province, and it is greatly to be doubted that othcr 
of tlie provinces wilbe woone to rune tliat course.

The sending of my Lord Cobham and me into these contries with so slender matter, 
by whome they did looke to hâve receaved Her Majesties full resolucion touchinge 
suche assistance as might please ber to give, dothe not a liltle advance Monsieurs affaires 
here; for, tbougb they be not greatly affected tothe frenche nacion, yet being resolved, 
as it appearethe unto us, never to relurne to the spanisbe obedience and se[i]nge no 
assurance to be made of th’englyshe assistance, the same remayninge alwayes uppon 
doubtfull termes, yt is greatly to be feared that, forced lherto by necessitie, they sbalbe 
driven to yeld to the Frenche.

The stey made by Her Majesty in signinge the bonds for Spinola and Pallavicino, a 
matter 1 understande Your Lordship hath ben made acquaynted witball, bathe bred 
a merveylous discontentrnent, especially in tbis tyme of tbeire necessitie, when for lacke 
of payment of tbeire soldiers tbeire whole army mygbt he throwen into desorder by 
mutyne greatly to the advantage of th’ennemy and tbeire préjudice. Yf Your Lordship 
did beare what speeches were given forthe, not only by these of this contry but by 
strangers that are not interessed in the cause, seinge ih’assurance promised by Her 
Majesties lelleres of procuracion passed under the great seale lake no beller effect, 
whcrby they say they know not what credit may be given to englishe promises and 
assurances, Your Lordship woulde, 1 am sure, wisb, as well for Her Majesties honour 
as the honour of the reaime, that there had ben given double the value therof. Y't 
is a great greffe to us to heare of these speeches, especially having no coulour of reason 
to excuse the same. I beseeche Your Lordship therfore, if the bonds be not dispatehed, 
that youe will give your honorable furlherance for the haslening of the same.

If Her Majesty shall not lyke that the States herafter take any further benefit by ber 
bonds, lhen were it meele that ber resolucion in that behalf were signified to them, and 
that her agent here were inhibited from further dealing in that b< half; for, as they 
lhemselves do say, Her Majesties assistance, thoughe it be unto her chargeable, yet the 
unreasonable and uncerteyne beslowinge of the same dothe rather harme then any 
waye proffit them.

Touching tbeire présente forces, tbeire campe being within twelve englishe miles of 
the towne, th’Archduke prayed us to accompany him thither, havinge given order before 
to hâve the whole army put in battaile array, where we founde the nomber of horsmen 
to be 8000, wherof 6000 are reisters, 1300 men at armes and 500 light horse, theire 
severall kinds being so well appoynted bothe for horse and armour as the lyke I thinke 
was notseene this many yers, neyther in this contry, nor els where, but herein I referre 
Your Lordship to my cosin Pelhams report, who in respect of bis skill is best able to 
informe Your Lordship of the slate and strengthe of the army, havinge ben there
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présente with us. True it is that the most part of the footmen were not yet corne to the 
campe, but for the nomber there présente, which were at the least 10,000, they were 
very well appoynted. It is thought that the army shall forbeare to hasard the battayle 
untill Casimirs arrivall, if it may be any way avoyded.

For the matter of the malter of the religion, ail things seeme now to be appeased, 
the lyking or dislykinge of the grantinge of a tolleracion of th’exercise of the same being 
referred over to the several! provinces. And so, randering unto Your Lordship my most 
humble lhancks for your letteres of the xijl!i of ibis présente, I take my leave, besee- 
chinge Your Lordship I may be recomended unto my good lady and the sollitary 
Countesse.

(.British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2 ' partie, n0 94.)

MMMML

fValsingham au docteur Wilson.
( A n v e r s ,  18 j u i l l e t  1578.)

Les députes français sont arrivés à Anvers; ils s’efforcent de justifier l’entrée du duc d’Alençon 
à Mons. — Opinion du prince d’Orange. — Puisque le duc d’Alençon ne veut point servir sous 
Mathias, il faudra, en maintenant à celui-ci le titre de gouverneur, conférer au prince français celui 
de : défenseur de la liberté Belgique, avec l’espoir d’être éventuellement appelé à succéder à 
Philippe II. — L’ambassadeur de l’Empereur se rendra près de don Juan. — Revue des troupes des 
États. — On réclame instamment l’appui d’Élisabeth.

Sir, Ye IS of this présent, Mondoulcet came unto us, havinge, as lie said, received 
commaundement from monsieur to repayre unto us and to conferre with us about 
thinges yt concerned ye good of this contrie, which was ye onely cause of his repaire 
hither, with whome De Pruneaulx had corne, but onely for some litle indisposition, he 
is of late fallen inlo; and furtber telleth us yt, since his arrivai here in ye towne, he 
received letters from Monsieur, certifyinge him of his repaire to Mons, yt he might ye 
betler give order for ye execution of yt which may lende to ye benefit of this contrie, 
asseuringe us yt we shold shortely heare from him. To which we answered HerMajestie 
coold not but finde this maner of procedinge strange yt her self and ministers shold be 
so dealt withall; for we had bin given to underslande, immediatly uppon our first 
cominge to ye towne, yt he and ye rest of ye deputies wold repayre unto us within
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very short lime, to acquaint us with the Duke lheir masters intention touchinge lliese 
conlrie affaires. We expected fiftene dayes and coold heare nothinge. After this time 
expired, lheir master him self is arrived, the Siales not beinge made privie to il, nether 
Her Majeslie for oght we coold learne : what Her Majestie and ye States might conceive 
hereof, they themselves wold easely judge, if the case were their owne.

Thematter of lheir owne dclay they excused by altendinge answere from ye States, 
to whome they had written for licence lo corne and treat with us, wilhout whose 
privitie they mighi nol présume so farre, consideringe ye jalousie ye people wold hâve 
conceived otherwyse. For ye other part of their masters repayre hilher in person,without 
any knoledge thereof given to Her Majestie or ye States, they alleaged a dispatche yt 
he made, beinge on his way to Mons, of one Monsieur de Backville to Her Majestie, to 
informe her of the cause of his departure oui of France and sodeine repayre into this 
contrie, which he did because he wold be loih Her Majestie shold enter into any 
jalousie of his doinges, which Her Majestie and we shold finde to hâve no other meaninge 
but syncerely and plainely.

There uppon we toke occasion to let him understande yt, if he shold seke, contrarie 
to his promise made unto Her Majestie, to his protestation published in print, to ail 
honor and justice, to impatronize him self of any part of ye contrie, under a colour to 
mainteine their liberties, he wold lhereby, not onely wonde his réputation, but also 
provoke Her Majestie, accordinge lo ye protestation made unto ye King and himself, 
but runninge so dishonorable a course, to imploy ail ye forces and meanes yt God hath 
given her, against him to impeache ye same. That, if he dit beare yt goodwil to ye conlrie, 
which he outwardly pretended, as there were but two wayes to doe good, ye one by 
procuringe a peaee, the other by prosecutinge ye warre, and, as peace was most desired, 
if il might be had, so ye other not to be entred into whilst ye first coold not be obleined, 
it coold not but be most for his honor, before he enter into any action of warre, to offer 
a treatie of peace, folowinge therein the counsel and praetise of expert phisicians, who 
doc not willingly use sharpe mcdecines, when temperat will serve. To attempt force 
and shew no cause why, were a very hard course, especially for a prince a stranger lo 
ye cause, no way as yet injuried. Thereuppon they toke occasion to eleare their master 
of suspicion of sekinge lo make him self great by ye action, declaringe yt he soght not 
to impatronize him self of any part of the contrie, yt he wold kepe his promise made to 
ye Queen and mainteine his worde given forth to ye world by protestation, yt, for the 
matter of peace, before be wold procede to any hostilitie, be wold send an herault 
to Don Juan to move him to pacification ; yt ye time served not his master to spende 
many dayes in treatie, now yt be had drawen many noble men and other into ye fielde, 
yt were desirous to doe him honor and service. To this last point we replyed yt ye 
sendinge of an herault is commonlv yc denunciation of warre, no fit instrument to be 

T ome X. 76
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imployed in tliat message. Ye choise ofsome gentleman of qualitie were more agréable, 
who miglit at some convenient length lay doune unto Don Juan ye cause of Monsieurs 
eominge, and there uppon use some persuasion to induce liiin lo grow to a composi
tion with tbose of this contrie : which if lie shall refuse to doe, beinge so friendly 
moved tberein, lie shall make bis cause appeare worse to ye worlde, tlieir master enter 
into the action with more honor, and Her Majestie be ye soncr induced tojoyne with 
him. They promised us they vvold aequaint ye Duke tlieir master with this our opinion, 
but semed to doubt yt ye States wold not yelde to any treatie of peace, for yt they had 
sufficient expérience of Don Juans daliance in yt behalf, who had made bis profit of 
their treaties to theirgreat disadvantage. We asseured them of ye contrarie : to wilt yt 
ye States were wel inogh inclined lo peace, as we made offer lo sliew them by their 
answere made unto us, whereof whe imparted so much unto them in writinge as 
concerned yt point, and therfore doubted not of good successe tberein for their party, 
iliogli they stode uppon some very hard conditions, whereunto nolwithstandinge Don 
Juan might be drawen to yeld, beinge earnestly pressed lherto. Their conclusion with 
us was yt, within threc or fowre dayes, we shold understande Monsieurs further inten
tion in that behalf.

Th is conférence beinge in ye morninge, Dampmartin, late in ye eveninge, repayred 
unto us, lettinge us to understande yt lie was to goe to ye Duke his master to make report 
unto him, as wel of ye speacheyt passed betvvene us as also betwene ye States and 
them, to wliome they had lelters of credit, and besides had in charge to let them under
stande yt ye Duke their master, beinge informed of ye jalousie yt was conceived against 
him by certein evil and sclanderous bruits given oui, thoght no way so good to remove 
ye same as to come in private sort and to commit him self unto their bandes, to be used, 
if they shold so like of it, as a pledge to perfourme yt which lie had promised for their 
relief and assistance, without affectingc any of tlieir lownes or liavinge any intention to 
impatronize him self of ye contrie; and to ye encle hismeaninge might belter appeare 
unto them, lie desired yt they wold send unto him certaine commissioners, to whome 
he wold with ail synceritie open bis intention, touchinge bis repayre into this contrie 
and (he imployinge of such forces as he hath uppon yefrontiers. When he had thus 
acquainted us with bis repayre to ye Duke and ye speache delivered unto ye States, he 
prayed us yt we wold suspende our judgments and not be carried away with such 
sclanderous bruites and other indirect practises, as he knew wold be given ont against 
ye said Duke bis master.

The next day, sekinge to informe our selves of ye trueth of this bis foresaid procea- 
dinge with ye States, we were given t’understande ytye speache, used at ye delivery of 
ye letters, was not in ail points agréable with yt he reported unto us, especially yt 
there was no such protestation made yt ye Duke’s meaninge was not to affect any of their 
lownes or seke to possesse their contrie.
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We, continuinge stil mueh amased wilh this strange maner of Monsieurs cominge 

into ye conlrie, llioght good to know ye Prince of Oranges opinion in yt behalf, whome 
we made acquainted wilh ye subsiance of lhe conférence betwene ye Duke’s said 
ministers and us, who liked wel of lhe honorable course witli je said Duke’s ministers; 
but lold us plainely yt be thoght yt Monsieur came wilh an other intention, alleaginge 
the place of Scripture : Non veni ut mitterem pacem, etc., and declared unto us that he 
found ye Duke’s maner of repayre into ye contrie as strange as we our selves, and coold 
not tell wel what to thinke of it, until certaine commissioners, which were to be sent 
unto him, shold retourne. Yet, seinge we desired to understande his opinion, he 
shewed unto us that in lhe treatie and dealinge yt was to passe betwene ye States and 
him, they were principally to bave regarde to two thinges : the first yt there might 
be nothinge done but wilh Her Majestie contentment, Her Majestie continwinge 
towardes them (as she hath promised her assistance by her letter to Mr Davison ye 22 of 
may), which caused them hitherto to stay ail proccdinge wilh ye Frenche ; the seconde 
to hâve a spécial regard to ye safetie of ye contrie. That, for ye first, they were to use 
our advise, and therfore did mcane to pray us that, when ye matter shold corne to 
furlher debatc, they might understande our opinion and what they were to looke forai 
Her Majesties handes. And, as for ye other, he saw yt, if Monsieur were disposed to doe 
them hurt, caryinge in his breast any traisonable intention, be might grow most perril- 
lous unto them, whercas, contrary wyse, beinge inclined to doe them good, he might 
greatly relieve them. For hisowne part, he coold not thinke yt, for ye respect he beareth 
as wel to ye Queen’s Majestie as to ye States and princes of Religion in France and 
elswhere, yt he wold be drawen to be an instrument te betray them, which coold not 
be but disbonorable unto him and make him hatefull to as many as professe civil 
honestie, of what religion soever they be. And yet notwilhslandinge, touchinge ye 
affectinge of ye gouvernement of ye contrie, he was to be loked unto, which was no way 
to he holpen, but by drawinghe into ye association one greater then him self, which, he 
said, was Her Majestie, wilhout whose power to bridle him he miglit grow very dan- 
gerous, touchinge ye possessinge himself of the contrie, wherein it behoved Her 
Majestie therefore io resolve spedely what she wold doe. And thus much, for ye 
contrie and Stale itself, they where much, as he said, perplexed with his cominge, and 
further greatly troubled in takinge some good way of counsail for ye Archeduke, for yt 
Monsieur doeth refuse to serve under him. To reject ye Archeduke (thogh himself 
might be justly out of l'ault, beeause he was none of those yt procured his cominge), 
coold not but be reprochefull unto them, as yt which might savour of too great lightnes 
and offend ye Emperour and ail other princes, as wel in Germanie as elswhere. For 
extreme necessitie to prevent such inconveniences, they shold be driven to make him 
Gouverner of ye States, whereas he is now Gouverner under ye King by provision, ye
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King allowinge thereof, which hitherunlo he halh notdone; and now, beinge made 
Gouverner of ye Slates, ail ibinges shall passe under his name and lhe States. And, bis 
authoritie beinge thus disposed, ye Duke of Alençon shold hâve ye title of Défenseur de 
la Liberté Belgique, puttingc him in hope yt, if Don Juan by his meanes shold he 
expulsed, they wold them be content, in case they shold hâve any disposition to change 
lheir master, to accept him ; but how this bare promise wold content him, he doubted, 
and was onely to be discovered by time and yt, for lacke ofHer Majesties open and prin- 
cely assistance, they were driven to hâve recourse to these doubtful remedies, and thus 
much passed betwene ye Prince and us.

Beside this our dealinge wilh ye Prince and Monsieurs deputies about his cominge, we 
thoghtit very meete to dealeeffectually with ye Emperours ambassadour in perswadinge 
of him to repayre to Don Juan, and to lay before him ye hazarde of ye losse of this 
Estate, now yt ye Duke is entred into ye matter, unlesse he doe accept of ye conditions 
in such sort as they are propounded, which notwithslandige they may seme very harde, 
yet ye Emperour and Her Majestie, gevinge their wordefor their continwance under ye 
King’s obedience, there is no doubt but yt they will perfourme yesame, in respect of ye 
péril yt otherwyse were like to ensue, in case ye Emperour and Her Majestie shold 
concurre togither with ye King of Spaine in takinge revenge for ye violation of ye same. 
The said ambassadour promised yt, assone as Baron Preyner had received his answere 
from ye Slates, which he loked shold be ye 16 of this présent, he wold forthwilh 
repayre unto Don Juan and travaile lherein toye uttermostof his power, but first wold 
conferre with us and take such direction and advise as we shold thinke most conve
nient.

The eveninge, after Mr Somers dispatche,ye Archeduke sent unto us to let us under- 
stande yt he was minded to goe to ye campe to sec the whole forces they had there 
assembled put in battaile aray, to hâve a perfect view how wel ihev were appointed and 
fournished for ye service, requestinge us to take ye paine to corne thilher unto him ye 
next day, if our busines were not otherwyse muche. Accordinge to his said motion, ye 
next day we put ourselves in a redines to waite uppon him there, and so attended on 
him from Lyre (where he had logged ye night) to lhe Campe, where whe saw 8000 
horse, where of 6000 were reiters, as wel appointed as ever came out af Germanie, 
1500 men at armes and 500 argolets : ye whole companie in verie good order and as 
wel appointed. But, because Mr Pellam, who was there présent and is now retourned, 
is able to acquaint Her Majestie vere suflîciently hereof, we forbeare to enlarge any 
further, leavinge ye whole to his discourse.

We are in good hope yow hâve alredy procured ye signinge of Pallavicino[s] bondes, 
ye stay and prolonginge whereof so longe hath wroght great alienation of minde in 
some ye best affected to Her Majestie in this case, beinge almost out of hope of perfour-
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mance of ye good which she promised them in former time, and lherfore (seinge on her 
parte they stande in so doubtfull termes) seme to hâve some inclination to hâve a care 
to make their peace or worke their safetie some other way. We forbeare (o write 
what speaches are given forlh, and how greatly ye mindes of a great nomber, not of 
smallest accompt amongest them, are cast doune even by this smal delay used in this 
point. We see smal hope to ye contrarie, but there wilbe a general fallinge from ye good 
dévotion they doe yet beare to Her Majestie, if she doe not very spedely enlarge hersef 
for their comfort and relief. For, ye more their state tendeth to hazarde and danger, 
the more it hehoveth them to be provided of some one stay. If Her Majestie refuse to be 
ye same, they see where to cast their anker, restinge yet in some breath of hope yt Her 
Majestie wil not forsake them, consideringe they made fîrst offer of them selves 
unto her before ail princes, and so continue as much at her disposition as any her 
owne natural subjects. Présent danger abideth no longe delay, which, beinge so 
pressinge uppon them, causeth them to be instant for a spedie resolution, which is now 
their onely benefit that they may with their better avantage make their agrément there, 
where otherwyse necessilie wil constraine them. And so we leave yow to ye grâce 
of God.

At Antwerpe, y e l8  of july 1578.
(British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 93.)

MMMMIl
William, Davison au comte de Leicester (?).

(18  J U I L L E T  1578.)

Graves difficultés que soulèvent les prétentions du duc d’Alençon. — Moyens d’y remédier. — 
Inquiétudes des protestants en France. — Jalousie du duc Casimir. — Préparatifs du duc Casimir 
et de don Juan. — Bacqueville, à son retour d’Angleterre, a vu Henri III et Catherine de Médicis.

Itmay please Your Lordshyp. The presence of My Lordshere, from whomlknow Your 
Honor is duely advised of ail that passelh, hath made me of late somewhat slacke in 
writing to Your Lordship. And thaï I doe it now;, is rather for duty then for matter 
sake.

The thing which doth at this tyme most perplex and confound the opinions here, is
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th’arrival of the Duke d’Allençon at Mourus, with whom (lie S'ales areyet irresolute 
what course to take. And surely it is a question in pollicy very hard to discusse whether 
were bel ter to accept or rejecte him. 11' they accept liim, lie desireth for the first point 
to command there whole forces joinlly with lhe States, what a demaund of a straunger, 
as thought it might not content liirn (if he meant playnely) to governe his owne army, 
thrusting himself, as he dothe, into tliis countrye and cause undesired unlesse it be of 
some particulers, and with force whereof the States hâve noe neede at ail, being other- 
wise stronge ynoughe to niake heade against there enemy. But let lhe effects be con- 
sidered, if, in case it should be graunted him, one of lhe first points is lhat the Arch- 
duke must eyther be utterlv deposid or abridgid of his authority; and how that w'ould 
be digestid abroad or avoid confusion at home, is a matter doubtful; but, thoughe this 
diffieulty touching th’Archduke might be compounded, yet is not ail the daunger mett 
withall ; for what assurance can the States hâve that he shall mardi svncerely with them ? 
Is his woord or promise sufficient to such as know what the french faith is generally 
and what lestimony the Duke bat ligyven of himself in particuler? The caution is rydicu- 
lous. Once it eannot be doubted but that he cometh to serve lhe tourne of lhe Spa- 
niardes or of himself : I grant he prétendes nolhing lesse tlien the first, tliough it be dispu- 
table. What profit can grow to them by lhe second? For, if they receyve him with such 
authority as he desireth, what is it els but to comilt tbeir fortune unto lhe handes of a 
straunger of whom they hâve much to suspect and nothing to assure? Is it to be thought 
he will carry hymself syncerely, in hope they will voluntary accept him to be there 
master?Bothe he and his ministers are to wcll acquaynted with the difficultés and con
trat’}' inclinacions here to Iooke for it. Will he embarque himself into a warr against the 
King of Spayne, being disfavoured, as it seemes, of his brother, for the respect of some 
one particuler province, which perhapps is not so generally al his dévotion as he pre- 
sumeth. Few men beleve it. What lhen dothe he hope, being master of there forces and 
by that meanes the better able to gyve them lhe lawe to become the easilier master of 
the State? The matter is not withoul suspicion, and undoubtedlye he shall thereby bave 
to great an advantage, either to betray them, if he prétend it, or to serve his own tourne, 
if that be his drift.

The question is then what shall be donc with him, seing they eannot receyve him 
but with there daunger. Shall they utierly reject him, that were lhe waye in somme 
mens opinions to draw upon them, on th’other side, eyther an outward warr or an inward 
disjonction; for, if he should joyn with lhe Spanyard, being openly or secretly backt of 
his brother, it could not but be daungerous, or els, if those of Hainaull do accept him as 
they seeme resolved and so carry awaye that province at the first blow, it were a thing 
of no small conséquence, knowing what a gapp should thereby be opened him to con
ques! or dismembring of lhe rest of the provinces.
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Surely the lest of these mischiefs is hard to fynd. If his coming might either advaunce 
a sound and good peace or unty the knott of the long continued amity betwene those 
two kingdomes of Spayn and France or els dévidé and selt the two brothers by the eares, 
ail were well ynoughe, and one of theis three in reason must succeed, if there be not 
hidden mischeif and treason in this action. But, tyll the doubt be decided, \ve rest on 
ali sides full of jealousy. The Protestants of France are not without feare that thies 
préparations, both on the part of Monsieur, under prelext of this journey, and on the 
partofthe King,undercoullorof empeaching the sanie, halh sonie aspect to them wardes. 
They here are likewise doubtfull that it is a snare to betray them orat thebest hand a 
plott to make there profitt of them, the Frencli King wynkyng at the malter as one 
glad to see the warr throwen out of his owne State. And the Duk Casimire is perhapps 
suspicious that this baile is laide for his overthrow or at the lcast as a block to empeach 
the prctence which it is thought lie hath to wynter wilh his army in Fraunce. But 
what there drifte is indeede, the tyme must discover. It resteth now to consider, seing, 
the matter is corne thus farr, how the mischefe most suspected heere maye be prevented, 
which in some wise mensjudgements restith specially in two points : th’one is in fynding 
sonie expedient that neither the Dukes forces do joyne with the States, but be emploied 
aparté, the Duke contenling himself with the comaundement of his owne; the other, 
in case he do joigne with them, yt he comitt his person to remayne in the handes of 
the States, whilst his army shalbe in the fîeld, for the more assurance of his synceritv. 
The first wilbe of somme difficulty; the second, if he mcane playuely, maye perhapps be 
compassed. But of ail these thinges Your Lordship may bave some better lighl by the 
next. That Iam in the meane tyme fallen into this tedious discourse, 1 wete not how, is 
rallier as wishing the grave counsaile and judgement of Your Lordship, so as the course 
to be taken here, then as interposing my owne opinion ; and, if I hâve perchaunce 
overshott my self, I humbly crave Your Lordships pardon. And thus much for our 
freneh matter.

The Duke Casimir is yet in Gueldres, passing of his musters. Withinxorxij dayesit is 
thought he maye be joygned with the rest of the States forces, which are presently 
esleemed to 8,000 horse and 9 or 10,000 footemen, of wbom they encrease their 
nomber, as there money will suffer them to emptv there garrisons.

Don John assembleth his troupes between Tillemont and Diest, resolving to fiçht 
the States, for there liartes part) do présent to do the like, thoughe some wise men hold 
it better for them, being assailid in there owne country, ratlier to deffer then to hazard 
(lie battell. But the resolucion of th’one and other in this respect dependeth upon the 
variable and incerteyne accidentes and advantages of warr, and the successe upon the 
will of God. And thus leaving Your Lordship, for more ample satisfaction in ail things, to 
that which you shall receyve from My Lords, and concluding with th’offer of my ser
vice and prayer to God for your long and happye life, I most humbly take my leave.
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Postscript. Monsieur de Bacqueville, sent now lastfrom  the Duke d’Alençon to Her 

Majesty, did by the confession of Moundoucet passe by Paris and communicate with the 
King and Queen Mother : Your Lordship may tell what to gather thereof.

{Prit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 224.)

MMMMIII.
Emprunt de Cobham et de Wahingham.

(Anvers, 18 juillet 1878.)

Ils empruntent pour leurs besoins personnels une somme de trente ou quarante mille florins.

Comme ainsy soit que le x x v i i j 6 de juing dernier le Sr Davisons, ambassadeur pour 
la Reyne d’Angleterre par deçà, se soit obligé au nom et comme ayant procuré d’icelle Sa 
Majesté sa maistresse, et de la ville de Londres, de faire tenir à compte de Baptista Spinola 
à Benedetlo Spinola, demeurant en ladicte ville de Londres, la somme de douze mil cent 
vingt et ung livres quattre sols esterling des obligations des Sadicte Majesté et ville de 
Londres, payables moitié au mois de décembre prochainement venant, et moitié le dernier 
de juing an Ixxix, au plain contentement dudict Benedetto, et que ledict Baptista Spinola, 
environ le mesme jour du x x v i i j 6 de juing, auroit donnée audict Davisons son obligation 
de payer certaine somme d’argent aux termes y contenues et suyvant la teneur d’icelle 
obligation, dès que l’on serait adverty de la consignation et furnissement desdictes obli
gations en la main dudict Benedetto, ensemble de la somme de seize mil six cens 
trente-six livres, vij sols, iiij deniers ès mains d’Horatio Palavisino, et que nous Guillaume 
Brooke, Baron de Coban, etc., et FranchoisWalzingam, ambassadeurs pour Sadicte Majesté 
d’Angleterre, nous nous trouvons à présent en nécessité, et ayons grandement à faire 
pour le service d’icelle Sa Majesté nostre maistresse de quelques xxx ou xlm florins, sy 
avons requis ledict Baptista Spinola qu'il nous voulsist payer à bon compte et en tant 
moins de ladicte négociation quelque semblable somme : à quoy à nostre instance il a 
condescendu, à condition toutesfois que nous nous obligerions en la meilleure forme et 
à son contentement luy rendre son argent, en cas que à la consignation desdictes obli
gations (que ne povons croire) fût aulcune faulte, sans aulcun préjudice toutesfois de 
la promesse dudict Davisons en qualité susdicte et de celle ou celles qu’encores cy-après 
il poura faire. Sy est-il que nous Guillaume Brooke, Baron de Coban, etc., et Franehois



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 609
Walzingam, ambassadeurs susdicts, ayans ce que dict est trouvé bien raisonnable, 
avons promis et promettons par ceste, en nostre propre et privé nom, in solidum l’ung 
pour le tout et chascun comme principal, soubs nos noms et signatures cy-dessoubs 
mises, et en foy et parolle de gentilhomme, et aultrement en la meilleure forme et 
manière, et à la plus grande asseurance dudiet Spinola que faire se peult, de payer et 
rendre audiet Baptista Spinola ou au porteur de ceste (en cas que à la consignation 
et furnissement desdictes obligations fût faulte), endéans vingt jours, ce que il aura 
payé, dont n’en demandons voire aultre enseignement ou document que la quitance 
dudiet Davisons, sans aultre : obligeant à ce nos personnes et tous nos biens, meubles 
et immeubles, présens et advenir, là part qu’ils seront trouvés. Le tout toutesfois sans 
préjudice ou innovation des promesses tant jà faictes que à faire encores par ledict sei
gneur Davisons, comme procureur de Sadicte Majesté Royalle et de la ville de Londres, 
lesquelles tiendront leur force, vigeur et efïect, comme la raison veult. En tesmoi- 
gnaige et corroboration de tout ce que dessus avons signé ceste de nos noms et seings 
accoustumés, le tout sans dol, fraude ou malengien.

Faict en Anvers le dix-huicticsme jour de juillet, l’an XV“ soixsante dix-huiet.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMMIV.
Instruction donnée à M. Barret.

(19 J U I L L E T  1578.)

Enquête à faire sur le séjour du duc d’Alençon à Mons. — Quelles sont ses relations
avec les magistrats de Gand?

In  primis youeshall informe yourself what nombers lie brought in his trayne to lhe 
towne of Monts, what theire names be and of wlial qualitie.

Item at what daye and tyme they arrived, whether they had any forewarninge of his 
cominge and whether any of the nobilitie of Henault went to meete him before he came 
to the towne and what theire names are.

Item  how he did behave himself towards the nobilitie of that conlry whieh he 
founde in that towne and the burgeses of the same, at his first entry.

Item  what lhe names of the nobilitie are that he founde there or governors of lownes 
wilhin that province.

T ome X. 77
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Item  whether other of the nobilitie, governors and captaynes, which do not reside in 

the towme, do resort unto him, and what the names of the saide parties be.
Item  how the garrisons of the saide towne are affected unto him and what liberalilie 

he hathe used towards lhem.
Item  how the clergie and churcheman are affected towards him.
Item  howe the cheife burgers and eommons of the towne are affected towards him.
Item what table he keepethe and where he lodgethe.
Item  whether there hathe repayred unto him any of his trayne out of France sythence 

his arrivall there.
Item whether there hathe hen sent unto him any from the King his brother, his 

mother and the Queen of Navarre, and what severall messages lliey brought unto him.
Item  what forces he hathe uppon the fronliers, who be theire leaders, in what place 

they ly and whether the tMarshall de Cossé do corne with the said forces.
Item  w'hether any frenche soldiers are suffred to enter into any of the townes within 

the saide province.
Item  what townes of the saide province are inclyned to receave the Fr[ench] and how 

the contry generally is affected unto him.
Item vvhieh of the States and nobilitie heere he maketh accoumpt to he his frends, 

especially how the Burgmasters of Gant are affected unto him and whether any of them 
hâve sent any secreat messengers unto the Duke.

Item which of the nobilitie and townes of the saide province be evill affected towards 
the Frenche and are lykly to oppose themselves against him.

Item  whether he meane to remayne still at Monts or to repayre to Bruxells or this 
towne.

Item  to observe Miniots doings. (Brit. Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 95.)

MiVlMMV.
Réponse du duc Casimir à Antoine lUildmay.

( Z U T P H E N ,  19 J U I L L E T  1578.)
il applaudit aux efforts d’Élisabeth pour rétablir la paix. — Quelle que soit la méfiance que 

lui inspire le duc d’Alençon, il se conformera, dans la conduite de la guerre, à ce qu’Élisabeth 
lui prescrira.
Monseigneur, Le Duc Jehan-Casimir, Comte Palatin du Rhin, Duc de Bavière, etc., 

a entendu au long ce que le sieur de Myldmay a amplement déduict à Son Excellence,



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 6H
tant de bouche que par eseript, sur l’occasion qu’a esmeu la Royne d’Angleterre, sa 
très-honorée dame, d’envoyer une tant honorable ambassade en ces Pays-Bas, et que 
les seigneurs ambassadeurs désirent entendre l’opinion de Son Excellence sur les 
brigues et menées de Monseigneur le Duc d’Alençon auxdits pays.

Son Excellence loue Dieu de veoir Sa Majesté enflambée d’ung sainct désir de pro
curer le bien et la conservation desdits pays, selon sa singulière prudence et sagesse, en 
y establissant ung asseuré repos par le moyen d’une bonne paix, laquelle semble très- 
nécessaire pour éviter la ruyne, destruction et entière désolation desdits pays. Priant 
Dieu de tout son cœur tellement bénir les très-louables desseings de Sa Majesté, que ce 
pauvre peuple, et toute l’Europe, laquelle sans doute sera participante de l’heur ou 
malheur de ces Pays-Bas, se puisse bientost ressentir de l’effect des bons moyens que 
Sa Majesté propose pour réduire toutes choses en bon et asseuré estât. Remerciant 
lesdits seigneurs ambassadeurs de la bonne volonté et affection qu’ils luy démonstrent, 
en le rendant particulièrement adverti de la charge qu’ils ont de Sa Majesté, les priant 
continuer cy-après singulièrement, tandis qu’ils seront en ces pays, icelle bonne corres
pondance en son cndroict, comme estant très-nécessaire, afin que Son Excellence aye 
tant meilleur moyen de diriger ses actions, au contentement de Sa Majesté, qui est la 
chose qu’elle désire le plus. Et d’aultant que les poincls proposés aux Estais par les 
seigneurs ambassadeurs sont de telle importance que la résolution d'iceux servira de 
guide à ceux qui se sont entremis en ces affaires, Son Excellence prie bien affectueuse
ment l’advertir au plus tost de la responce que feront lesdits Estais, et sur icelle leur 
mander leur bon, prudent et sage advis.

Quant à ce qui concerne Monsieur le Duc d’Alençon, Son Excellence remarque les 
choses en estre venues si avant qu’à peine peut-on reculer sans tomber en grands et 
irréparables inconvéniens, combien que, si l’on veult juger de l’advenir selon le passé, 
il n’y a double que tout son faict ne soibt fort suspect à tous gens de bien. Sa première 
issue de la Cour, scs déportemenls, ce qu’il a faict du temps qu’il estoit en armes, la fin 
de ses entreprinses, ses protestations, promesses, serments, sont notoires à chascung: 
ce qui a tellement altéré et aliéné la bonne volunté que les capitaines et soldats estran- 
gers, et notamment Allemans, luy portoyent, qu’il est grandement à craindre que, quand 
il seroit créé chef et conducteur de l’armée, si ne pourroit-il pas establir l’obéissance 
requise pour bien commander, d’aullant qu’obéyssance ne peult loger où il y a 
défiance ; et qu’il y a trop d’occasions de deffiances, non-seulement pour le regard de 
ceux qui sont près de sa personne et les premiers, gens corrompus, abandonnés à 
touttes sortes de dissolutions, sans foy et sans loy, l’amitié et conservation desquels, 
nonobstant tous fidels advertissemens que luy en fussent donnés du temps de la der
nière expédition en France, il a préféré à celle des plus gens de bien et affectionnés à 
son service et à la cause publique.
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De faire donc chef et conducteur d’une armée estrangère celuy qui a non-seulement 

abandonné les siens propres, et ceux-mesmes lesquels luy ont procuré tant de biens, 
mais qui les a poursuyvy par feu et par sang, qui est fils d’une telle mère (et pour ne 
déduire au long plusieurs aultres particularités) qui a juré de ne tenir, ny observer ce 
qu’il jurera ey-après, Son Excellence trouve qu’il y fault procéder seurementet sage
ment, et ne double aucunement que Sa Majesté, ayant consent}’ à sa venue pardeçà (à ce 
que Son Excellence a entendu par diverses voyes), elle ne l’aura faict sans très-grandes 
considéracions, au jugement et résolution de laquelle Son Excellence se conformera 
très-voluntiers, estant très-asseuré qu’icelle Majesté, et les seigneurs ambassadeurs, 
comme ayants le gouvernail de ces affaires en main, y procéderont de telle prudence 
et prévoyance que la cause publique ne s’en ressentira à l’advenir. Mais, pour res- 
pondre à la question proposée à Son Excellence, à sçavoir si elle se contenterat d’estre 
commandée par Monsieur d’Alençon, les Estats consentant qu’il commandast à toute 
l’armée, Son Excellence ne s’est embarquée en ce faict qu’à l’induction, sollicitation et 
commandement de Sa Majesté, à laquelle il désire complaire et de laquelle il recevra, 
très-voluntiers et de gayté de cœur, les commandements, l’asseurant, qu’elle ne luy 
vouldra commander aucune chose, qui ne serve à l’advancement de l’honneur et gloire 
de Dieu, au repos public, et qui ne soit honorable à Son Excellence. Aussi ne vise pas 
Son Excellence tant à accroistre ses dignités et honneurs extérieurs que pour ces 
regards elle voulsist tant soit peu reculer l’advancement de l’affaire publique. Remet
tant, pour ce qui concerne sa personne en particulier, le tout à ce que Sa Majesté en 
ordonnera et que lesdils seigneurs ambassadeurs jugeront estre nécessaire et expé
diant pour l’advancement de la cause, lesquels, comme estants consumés au manie
ment des affaires d’Estat, Son Excellence s’asseure, trouveront bien d’eux-mesmes sans 
guide le chemin qu’il leur fauldra tenir. Toutes voyes et chemins que l’on tiendra pour 
parvenir au but désigné en ceste guerre, ne peuvent desplaire, ains seront très-agréables 
à Son Excellence.

Quant à Monsieur le Marquis d’Haverech, Son Excellence luy fera paroistre, partout 
où l’occasion se présentera, l’envie qu’elle a de faire plaisir et amitié à ceulx qui por
tent bonne affection au service de Sa Majesté, et sera fort contente de tenir désormais 
bonne intelligence avec luy et tous aultres seigneurs tenants le bon parly, comme estant 
chose très-nécessaire, afin que, tirans tous à une corde, l’on vienne plustost à chef à 
bonnes et louables entreprises *.

Faict à Zutphen, le i 8 de juillet \ 578.
(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 98.)

1 On trouve au British Museum tes instructions données à Mildmay lors de sa mission près du 
duc Casimir.
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MMMMVI.

Le comte de Leicester à fValsingham.
(20 J U I L L E T  1578.)

Ses vains efforts pour faire changer la reine de résolution.

Mr Secrelary, Hyt was my happ to aryve here three days after Mr Sommers dyspaeh, 
and was not a lytle greved lo hear of yt, as I hâve donne since my eoming. W he- 
reuppon I thouglit yt my dewtye every way, having occasion offred me aswell by Her 
Majeslies owen speches as others déclaration, to deall faythfully and sincerely wilh hir, 
to putt hir in remembrance howe dangerous a cours this resolulyon and dyspaeh might 
take for hir, how manyfest a loss she shuld bring not only to hir frendes, utterly by hir 
foes, but lo make hir frendes hir utter enymies. Besyde, I leyd before hir your great 
dyscredytt, which must nedes fall out uppon this dealinge, and hir owen hurt never lo 
hâve any trust ageyn among straungers, that this wold he the best that wold fall out 
uppon this hard answere sent by M' Sommers. Well, I found hir earnestly resolved 
and bent not to chang hir mynd. Yet thus much more had 1 to furlher the matter. Oratio 
Palavasino, [who] was here wilh me, shewed me what he had donne, uppon the oppi- 
nion he had of Hir Majeslies honorable dealing, how farr he had streched his credytt, 
uppon trust therof, and of you ther her embassadors having both geven your word and 
your liandes for his assurance to be deallt withall here accordingly, he had alredy dys- 
boursed that som which was advertysed. Whereby 1 took occasion to ley before hir 
how greatly hit touched her in honour, beside the sewrty of this hole servyce in hand, 
to se your credyttes mainteyned that were imployed in this sorte for hir, and, as ail 
men had expectation of hir noble procedinges in this actyon sending such a one as 
you ar, so dyd no man dowbt that you wold doe any thing but what was comanded by 
hir, and to hâve such suffycyent aulhorytye to deall every way for the advancement of 
this servyce, as what you dyd was holden for concluded in a manner from hirself. And 
therfore, yf ye hâve geven ether your word or wryting for the assurance of this money, 
hir honour and credytt both ys called in questyon, yf she performe yt not; but ail this 
wold lytle prevayll, howsoever the matter goeth.

I am not acquainled with any partyculer case, but mythinkes by Mr Secretary Wylson 
somme dealing ther hath byn not good, and once I fynd Hir Majestie very paremterry 
to hâve this fyrst payment answered from them, accordinge to the covenant, and semeth 
greatly offended any other cours ys taken. But, yf yt be that you hâve geven your word
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or wryting in such sort as ys informyd, and lhat you hâve found by your expérience 
and knoledge ther thaï hit doth stand the cause and hir servyce in such stead as sewrly 
hit ys most lyke in reason, assuredly 1 doe wyshe you, before ail be mard or over- 
throwen by this message, that you send lo hir ageyn to ley before hir in ail humble 
sort how nerely ibis loucheth bolh hir and you, and what danger must follow both to 
the cause and to hir self by this defacyng your doinges under hir owen comyssion, and 
lett the weight and greivousnes of the cause appere unto hir indede from you by ail the 
most ernest meanes you can devyse; for I, for my nowne parte, doe confide, and so 
reason perswadeth me to think, yf she procede in this streight order with that syde 
ther, she can looke for no good of hir former doinges at ail, and ail she hath hetherto 
made shew lo doe for them, ys lost and cast away. Besyde, her honour vvylbe touched 
more than ever I knew yt, and you hir mynyslers for ever defaced, which hath forced 
me to be the more playne with her; and, as I hâve ever prefarred hir sewrtye and 
honour before hir money or wealth, so bave 1 and wyll I, whilst I inay be hard speake, 
dyschardge thaï dewty, which honesty and truth toward hir byndes me unto; and I 
take God Almighty to wytlnes, and you also, Mr Secretary, I trust, hath knowen yt in 
me I never yet respected pryvatt matter before the publyck for hir.

I cam but yesterday to this Court, and therfore cannott wryle much unto you, 
thoughe this be a great deall more than I wysht such cause to wryle. I meane not to 
leave as long as I may hâve leave and opportunytye to put Hir Majesty in better 
remembrance of this manner of cours, which maketh me afrayd, and, the more I love 
hir, the more fearfull am I to see such daungerous ways laken. God of bis mercy help 
ail and gyve us ali here about hir his grâce to dyschardge faylhfully, honestly and 
truly our dewtyes; for never was ther more nede, nor never stoade this Crown in lyke 
perryll, 1 meane this owr only Queen, whome God alone I see must now defend and 
uphold by myraele : other ordynarye belps ar almost past hope.

Among other thinges, I noted this in Ilir Majestie, speaking of these money matters, 
that she myslyked much that you dyd not press the States more depely or ernestly for 
som sufficyent pawen of towens for hir. Mythought, yf that had byn done, she wold not 
so greatly bave stocke at the satysfiing the rest. God grant they be not, by that now 
alredy done, so dyscouraged as they fall not desperatly away from hir, and content 
themselves with that they hâve alredy of hir, and so make reckning rather at leysur, 
and seke better helps, than lo paye away lhat shall doe them presenlly good, loking for 
no more al hir bandes. Well, Sir, I wold 1 could tell how to advyse you best both for 
hir servyce and your owen proceding; but, knowing both your judgement and expe- 
ryence of our causes at home, and also nowe your présent deserv[an]ce of ther 
affayres ther, I must referr you rather to that yottrself can better judge of, than seke to 
dyrectyou by a wrong lyne, having less cause both to se and knowe farr in these mal-
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lers than your self hath. Yet can I not leave this part of frendshipp undone to impart 
unio you what passeth here; and now I am here to offer unto you my pore and best 
help to tbe furtherance of ail thinges lhat may tend to Hir Majesties service princy- 
pally, and lykewyseto your owen eomodytty particularly. And so I comend you to the 
Almighty protectyon.

In hast, this sonday night, the 20 of july.
( Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMMV1I.
Edouard Tremayne à Walünyham.

( ItAVEBING, 20 J U I L L E T  io '8 .)
La reine reproche à Walsingham de ne pas avoir réclamé le remboursement de ses avances

et de nepas avoir assez fait comprendre aux Etats l’exagération de leurs prétentions. — La reine
parait se calmer.
The next daie aftre Mr Somers dispatch, I brought unto Mr Vice-Chamberlayn a 

coppie of that négociation that was miscaried, His Iionour desiring the same as a 
meanes the more substancially to deale with Hir Majestie for your justification and hir 
satisfaction. At the deliverie therof it pleased him to discover unto me that, sithence I 
had been laste with him, he had had some talke with Hir Majestie, wherin at verie 
good length she uttered the particuler causes of hir discontentation and misliking of 
your doinges in this service. First, that you did not (upon ther request for money made 
by the Prince in the behalf of the States) alleadge for Hir Majestie the covenaunt 
agreed upon at the tyme of the graunting forth of the bonde of credit for the 100,000“ 
which was, that upon the first money that shoulde be received upon llie said bonde, 
Hir Majestie sbould be paied of 40,000“ that she had alredie imprested1, but by not

* Vers cette époque, la note suivante fut adressée par les lords du Conseil Privé à Davison, au 
sujet des prêts faits par Elisabeth aux Etats-généraux :

By treatie with the Marques of Havercch and other commissioners from the States an ayde of forces 
was concluded and agreed on to be sent to there relief out of England, in nomber 5,000 footemen and 
1,000 horsemen,

Uppon further consultation afterwarde it W'as founde mecte to change this ayde into a lone of 
monie towards levies to be made in Germanie by Duke Casimer, of 6,000 Suises and 5,000 horses, 
and enterteinment of the said armie.

For theise levies there was assigned out 20,000“ and sent over by Huddesdon ; an other 20,000
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pleading thaï covenant in Hir Majcsties belialfe you suffre them lo ronne on in opinion 
to hâve the use of tliis bonde witbout paying of any parte of tliat which hatb been for- 
nierlie imprested. The otber cause of misliking is for tliat you bave not more ear- 
ncstlie urged uppon them the unreasonables of their articles proponed, being such and

was delivered to them at there first arrivait in the Lowc-Countries; and further promise of Her 
Majesties bondes for 100,000'“, according to the tcnurc of the former contract and trealie.

Accordinglie there were two procurations made and sent over to Monsieur Davison and George 
Gilpin for the provision of theise somes, to be borowed uppon Her Majcsties said bonds, cither in the 
Lowe-Countries or in Iligh-Germanie orbothe, as theie could find crcdilours, each of the procurations 
for 80,000“.

The citie of London gave their bonde for assurance to the créditeurs.
Monsieur Davison received direction how to carie him selfc in his negotiation.
This former treatie and accorde of Her Majestie, beinge revivcd againe by the Marques of Havercch, 

is againe confirmed,
Of the last 20,000“ tliat should be delivered to Duke Casimer uppon his rendez-vous in the Lowe- 

Countries, there was sonie staie made, for that it was presupposed lhat the States should be sufficicntlie 
fnrnished for that service by such moneies as theie should take up by vertue of Her Majesties bonds.

Uppon newe deliberation, the said latter 20,000“ was sent over by Monsieur Saltonstall, and 
direction geiven unto him to deliver it to Monsieur Davison, with like direction to him how he 
should deliver it to the States, to be sent to Coloigne to Duke Casimer.

The cause of hastening awaic this somme was to induce the States hereby to breake of there treatie 
with the Duke of Alenzon, which nolwilhstanding was afterward countermaunded, but immediatlie 
enlarged.

Uppon advertisment from Monsieur Davison of the States proceeding with the Duke of Alençon, in 
case it maie be stayed, she promiseth to send them such ayde as theie shall desire and to send over 
the Lord Cobham and Sir Francis Walsingham to conferr with them thereabout and other matters 
tending to there benefit. The said Monsieur Davison is further ordered to Write to Duke Casimer to 
cause him to staie from repaire to the place of his rendez-vous untill he heare of the proceedinges of 
the States with the Duke of Alenzon, which being discovercd the foresayd 20,000“ shalbe sent him.

Uppon retourne of awnswer of the States, sent over by Monsieur Davison, that theie could not but 
be carefull for there lives, and lherefor would not proccede with Monsieur in case Her Majestie vvould 
resolve uppon matter sufficient for there defence, which theie stood in hope to receive conforte by 
Her Highnes ambassadours promised, otherwise theie must of necessitie be forced to proceede and 
conclude with Monsieur de Alenzon, the Lord Cobham and Sir Francis Walsingham were sent over.

There charge was to trente for peace, to informe themselves of the state of the eountrie, to bave 
regarde to the treatie of the States with the Duke of Alenzon.

Duringe this suspense and conceived doubte how the States and Monsieur might proceede, Her 
Majestie maketh staies of the execution of her procurations. The Lord Cobham and Sir Francis Walsin
gham earnestlie solicite the said execution.

Direction is geiven that Monsieur Davison should be chargcd to retaine the bonde of 100,000“, and 
not to yeild unto the use of it, unlesse he received a newe warrante to that effecte.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)
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so imperiouse as no man maie tliinke them reasonabie to passe betwixt subjectes and 
their prince. And by ibe démonstration of the absurditie of their demaundes Hir 
Majestie loketh that you sbould, in hir behalfe, bave made it plainlie knovvne unto them 
that, if lhey pereisted to stand uppon such proude and extreme termes, Hir Majestie, in 
honour, shoulde not onlie be drawen to leave dealing in making of a peace, but utterlie 
to leave them in ail their enterprices. By which course Hir Majestie conceiveth that 
they shoulde hâve been driven by the waie of coaction to more reasonabie demaundes, 
or els to hâve been induced to give sentence against themselfes, that Hir Majestie was 
provoked to leave them, through their own default, by those extreme articles.

Now, albeit that Mr Vice-Chamberlaine doth not much presse that I shoulde informe 
Your Honour hercof by a messenger to be sent of purpose, yet knowing what ütle 
accompt you make of such an expence in respecte of your desire to satisfîe Hir Majestie 
wilh your service, and thaï by the knowledge afforehand of the pointes of misliking 
you mought ether more fullie supplie the defaulte or be able the botter to answere the 
same, accordinge as the truc state of the malter shall require, I hâve thought mete to 
Write what 1 hâve conceived.

And, when I had writen thus ferre, I shewed it to His Honour, who then thought 
good it shoulde go onwerdes. And asking of him in what state Hir Majestie remayned, 
he said she was verie much pacified, and doubted not but ail shoulde be well; and he 
woulde work to that end to the best of his powre. Wherupon I do send this to My 
Lady, with my advice that it maie be sent with ail hast. And as in this and ail otherwaies 
you hâve a signification of my good will, so would I not wish that you shoulde imparte 
my doinges to any man more then Hir Majesties service requireth to knowe it. And so, 
with humble remembraunce of my bounden duetie, 1 take my leave for this lyme.

From Havering, the xx‘“ of julie 1578.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMMVIII.

Lord Cobham et fValsingham au docteur Wilson (P).
(Anvers, 20 juillet 1578.)

Les Étals ont envoyé à Wons le duc d’Arschot, qui se montre favorable au duc d’Alençon. — 
Efforts du duc d’Alençon pour sc faire bien accueillir. — Nouvelles d’Espagne et de France. — 
Mouvements dos forces espagnoles.
Sir, Uppon signifieacion given to the States from Monsieur of his arrivai 1 at Mons 

and his desire to hâve eommissioners sent unto him thither to be informed of his 
Tome X. 78
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inleneion and to treate furlher with him accordinge as the necessitie of theirc affaires 
requirethe, the States on thursday last made choise of the Duke of Arschot to send 
unto him to Wellcome him into the country and to give him to understande from them 
that, touching his request for the repayre of certeyne eommissioners unto him, cannot be 
perfourmed with suche speede as lie requirethe ; for the deputies of the provinces may 
not, in matters of suche weiglit as his comminge hither importethe, proceade to any 
determinaeion withoul making the heads of the provinces privie therunto before: by 
reason wherof, if the sending of the said eommissioners seeme to be longer deferred 
then he expeetethe, to praye him that he woulde hâve them excused.

The saide Duke, before his departure towards Monsieur, which was on saterday last 
in the morninge, as we are credibly informed, protested publicquely that, for that he 
sawe there was no good to be looked for from the Emperour, lhey must needs receave 
th’assistance of France, and, for his owne part, considering the most part of his lyvinge 
lyethe in Henault, he woulde give eare to Monsieur, if he woulde offer reason; and, 
whereas he hathe besides a great partie in the towne of Valenciennes and Avenes and 
seeth a generali disposicion to fall in devidinge of the contry, he would do his indevour 
to possesse himself of the saide townes that he might hâve somwhat for his share.

Thouge this Duke be somewhat inconsiderate in his speaches and sodayne in his 
accions, yet may it be therby discovered howe they are inclyned here, bothe in curringe 
favour with the Frenche also in devidinge of the conlrie, cariinge, as it should seeme, 
a determinaeion never to reconcile themselves againe to Spayne.

In the meane tyme, Monsieur leavethe nothing undon that may tend to draw the 
peoples harts towards him, havinge to that effect not only written his particuler lelteres 
to suche as are of accompt as well of the States as others in this towne, but also to the 
Burgmasters and the cheife of the nobilitie in other provinces : which dothe apparantly 
shew whal he affectethe.

For our owne parts, we are daylv and howerly greatly pressed by divers particuler 
persons that hâve hertofore depended uppon Hcr Majesties assistance, to know what 
Her Majesty will do; for that it now behovethe them to grow to some resolucion what 
they are to trust unto as well for there generali as the particuler States, bearinge us in 
hande that it cannot be but that we came over with sufficient matter (o resolve them.

By lelteres out of Spayne, of the 28 of ye last monethe, it appareille the King is 
greatly troubled with the newes of Monsieurs intention to joyne in assistance with the 
States and that he is shortly to go to Monneson, where he cannot receave certeyne dutics 
and contribucions unlesse he corne in person.

By letters from Paris, we are given to understand that the King is greatley troubled 
with the departure of his brother into these contries, who had some good hope to speake 
with him before his departure hither.
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At the makinge upp of this letlere, we were advmised lhat Don Juan hathe dispersed 

his forces whieh were assembled togethcr, and placed some part of them in Lovaine 
and othersome in Dicsl. It is thoughthe dothe it uppon advcrtisment given himof the 
arrivall [of Monsieur] in this contry, being lothe to commit the hazard of his victory 
one battayle, havinge Monsieur on the one side and Casimir on the other and the 
campe of the States before him.

Antwerp, 20 july 4578. (Brilish Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n* 96.)

f ï ’alsingham au comte de Sussex.
('JO J U I L L E T  1878?)

Moyens de résistance à opposer aux Espagnols. — On réclame instamment 
l’appui financier d’Elisabeth.

Your letter of the 15 of this présenté I hâve receaved, by the whieh 1 finde that Your 
Lordship is of opinion lhat as the maintenance ofso great forces as the States presently 
hâve in pay, cannot but breede some inconveniences to them as over burthenous for 
the people to beare, so the losse of a battaile is subjeet to many myschcifes as breeding 
feare in the harts of the vanquished, mutinies, disunions and myslyke of governors, to 
whieh Your Lordships opinion I subscribe. Yet, for the contentmcnt of the people who 
complayne that, notwithstandinge the great charges they hâve borne, there hathe ben 
nothing done to annoy th’ennemy, they must be driven to hasard the fight, wherof if 
there follow'e not that good issue that they desire, yet is there not lyke to growe so 
muche mischeife as by some is feared that know not the state of this eontry ; for, surly, 
My Lord, the townes are nowe so fortified, the people so resolute to endure any fortune 
rather then to yeld to Don Juan, and the contry naturally so stronge as the losse of half 
a dozen baltayles will not hasard the losse of lhe same. Some of the wisest sort here 
and well affected lo the King of Spayne hâve not slukked to confesse unto us as 
muche, and that the King is to olde to see the end of theis warres. They mcane not, 
according to Your Lordship’s opinion, to hazard the battail before Casimirs forces be 
joyned. What hathe passed betweene us and Monsieurs deputies, as also with the Prince
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of Or[ange], touching Monsieurs slrangc mancr of repayre into tins eontry, I referre 
Your Lordship to our generali lettere sent lo Mr Secretary.

One thinge 1 am most humbly to praye of Your Lordship, even as ye tender Her 
Majestys honor, that youe will seeke to further lhe dispatche of certeyne perlieuler bonds 
for money taken up by vertue of Her Majestys generali bonds, which Her Majesty 
hathe delayed to signe as Mr Secretary dolli advertise mee, but for what respecte I know 
not. Surly, My Lord, the delay iberof, in this lyme oftheire necessitie beinge charged 
with so great an army, dothe breed in them very strange jalousies, and I feare wil 
make them to drawe more after the fi [eneh] lyne, seing our releefe is so uncerten and 
so unseasonable yelded that it dothe them no good. It fallethe out very hardly in this 
tyme of our being bere, lhey being not very well satisfied of our cominge, seeing wc 
bring no more cause of contentment, I would wc did, eylher forbeare to promisse or 
that we had more regard to keepe promisse. I hope by Your Lordships good meanes, if 
the said bonds be not alreadie dispatched, there wilbe some expedicion used in that 
behalf.

(Brit, Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 94.)

MMMiMX.

William Davisoti à lord Burleigh.
(Anvers, 20 juillet 1578.)

Perplexité des États sur la conduite à tenir vis-à-vis du duc d’Alençon. — Mouvements de l’armée
des Etats et de celle de don Juan,

My very good Lorde, It is so long since I wrote unto Your Lordship as I can skarce 
alleage any reason in myne excuse that shall not rather accuse me ; howbeit, my fault 
proceading not of want of duty, I hope it shall lhe more easely deserve and obtein 
pardon.

Since the comeing hither of My Lords our ambassadours, I doubt not but Your 
Lordship halh bene well advertised of ail thinges from them, and especialiy ot th’arri- 
vall of lhe Duke d’Alençon at Mounts : a thing which dolh not a litle perplex th’opinions 
here, bycause lhey see not how they can eilher accept or reject him without dainger ; 
and suerly it is a question very hard to determin in whether is least. For, if they receave 
him, especialiy in the sort he desireth, which is to comaund thcir whole forces jointly
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with Iiis owne, tliey shall put lheir forlune into the bandes of a strainger, of wliose 
fidelity they hâve noue olher caution tlien a frencli promys; and the doubt is not yet 
wrlldccyded whelherhe corne in behaulfofthe Spanyard or of him self, though in most 
mens opinions the latter apperethe more lykely. But, seing the matter is corne tlms farr 
fourtb, tlie question is what shall now be done vvitb him : in refusing of him, he may 
become their ennemy, and eilher joign with the Spanyard against them or ai the least 
dismember the province of Haynault from the rest, being, as they seme, resolvcd to 
embrace his protection. For the first tliere is a manifest perill in such a conjunction ; 
and, if the latter succead, there is on th’other syde a gapp opened to an invasion and 
dismembring of the rest of the country. The remedy therfore how to prevent the one 
and otlier, in some mens opinions, is to receavc him and to use his offered succour, 
but so as either his forces may be employed apart and he only commaund his owne, or 
els, if he obteyn his desier, lhat he commylt his person into the handes of the States 
for the belter assurance of his sincerity, whilest that his army shalbe employed against 
th’ennemy, hoping, if by his meane they may the rather expulse the Spanyard, to 
deale afterwardes wellynough with him. But in this question much might be sayd, which 
I remvlt to Your Lordships wisdome and considération. His lelters, sinee his coming 
to Mounts, do flye ail the country over to mak him self and his enterprise plausible; 
th’object he hath therin is not hard to gess at. Of his forces he hath yet only two 
regimentes of footemen uppon the frontière under Rochepot and Combell; the rest are 
sa i d to follow him à la file. The Duke of Arschot is yesterday gone towardes him, sent 
by the States to give him la bien venue. Since here is some speech lhat he should corne 
to Bruxelles within three or four dayes, but therof no eerteinty. Thus much for that 
matter.

The army of the States, wherin is presently 8000 horse and 10000 footemen, is 
encamped a myle froom Liere betwene the two rivers called the lille and grcat Nethe ; 
Casimir hath not yet ended his musters in Gueldres.

Th’ennemy hath assembled his forces betwene Lovan and Diest, in purpose to fight ; 
but some think he will rallier retyre into garrison and mak a warr défensive, abandoning 
the lield annother while to his adversary. Of theys and other particula ri lies as I shall 
bave occasion, I will not forget henceforth to advise Your Lordship. In the meane lyme, 
craving pardon for any passcd négligence, I humbly tak my leave.

Antwarpe, the x.\,h of july 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMMXI.

Le docteur Wihon à IValsingham.
(21 J U I L L E T  IS‘ 8.)

Le bruit s’cst répandu qu’au moment où le duc d’Alençon recherche la main d’Élisabeth, il songe à 
épouser la fille du prince d’Orange qui recevrait le gouvernement des Pays-Bas. — Il faudra 
interroger à ce sujet le Taciturne et le prince français. — Élisabeth refuse de nouveaux prêts 
aux États.

I did receave tins 21 at HaveringMy Lord Cobhams ktiers and jours, togetherwith 
one letter of your own hande wrilinge, both daled lhe 18 of tins monthe. And, as for 
your négociation wilh lhe depulies of .Monsieur, Her Majestie liketh wel of lhe same, 
allowyng your severall speaches used upon occasion olfered to understande belter the 
fui mcanynge of Monsieur by his ministers lhat wer dealing with yow. And, whereas 
Dammarlyn called yow aparté and sayde that lhe Duke his masler was veric desierouse 
to hâve private conférence with yow in any convenient meetynge place, 1 ara to déclare 
urito yow that Her Majesties pleasure is yow shal repayre unto lhe Duke, wliere he 
is, to knowe, somoehe as yow maye, lhe verie secrete of his mynde and disposition in 
these affayres.

But, hefore yow goe, I am to disclose a matter of greate moment, whiche yow must 
handle with al dextevilie, lhat Her Majestie maye bee wel enformed of lhe trewthe, to 
avoyde farther harme in this most dangerowse worlde. It is reaported that the Prynce 
of Orange had made his waye by the Duke of Alançon and is the chief cawse of his 
cummynge into lhe cowntrie, havyngc olfered, as it is sayde, his daughter in mariage 
unlo hym, whereby Monsieur is (o bee chosen Duke of Burgundie and Lorde of al the 
Lowe-Cowntrie, and the Prynce to hâve lhe governement under hym, to the disposscs- 
synge of Kynge Philippe altogelher. Yow are to deale wilh the Prynce in this matter 
as of your selfe, deelaringe unlo hym that yow bave had crédible understandinge of this 
matter by good meanes, and thrrfore yow are to deale with hym earnestly to knowe the 
trewthe of this devise, and how is affected every waie, so fan e forthe as yow can possible 
learne.

Yow havynge thus delt wilh the Prynce, Her Majesties pleasure is yow shall irame- 
diatlie make your repayre to Monsieur to deale wilh hym a parte as he hath desired, 
and to knowe lhe bolome of his liartc, yf he bee disposed to discover the same unto
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yow; and lhen yow are to shew unto liym, as of yourselfe, what brute goeth abrode of 
bym, tbat lie showlde malclie with the Prynce of Orange daugliter, and tbat llierfore 
lie is called into the cownlric to bee entier Lorde of the same, and the Prynce to bee 
Governour under hym, to the utter expulsion of Kynge Philippe frome his right. And 
for this mariage in this sorte to bee contryved, vow maye saye tbat yow do mervayle 
grcatlie at it, seeinge yow knowe by verie good meanes, and frome no worse tlian the 
frcnslie ambassadour here resident, tbat Monsieur hymselfe desiercd favour of the 
Quccne Motlier at lier last beeinge with hym, tbat she wouldc not onely geave hym 
leave to bee presentlie a seuter to the Queencs Majestie for mariage, but also prayed 
his sayde mother to gette the Kynge his broothers good wyl for tbat intent. Where 
upon the Kynge liath written to his ambassadour here tbat lie lyked verie wel of this 
matche; onelie lie desiered to bave this honour doone unto hym that lie myglit bee 
made acquaynted with the dealinge in it, before the mariage showlde bee eoncluded. 
Now, if Monsieur bave taken this course with the Queene our soverayne, and runne a 
elcane contrarie waye whilh the Prynce of Orange, yow maye boldely saye that soche 
dcalinges can not but seeme verie strawnge and geave sufficient cawse of just offense l .

Tliese bec the twoe principale matters tbat 1 bave in charge to require yow deale in 
at this tyme with tliese twoe principale personages.

For the bondes, lier Majestie standeth styl irremovable, asMr Somers did leave lier. 
IVolwithstandinge, My Lorde ofLeycestcr liath been most offended, synse bis cummynge 
home, with this maner of proccdinge, and ceaseth not incessantly to perswade Her 
Majestie to geave lier bonde at this tyme, allcgynge the greale danger that is lyke els 
to enscw, yf it bee not had, and allowynge jour dooinges and My Lorde Cobhams for 
geavynge jour worde and promyse for the bonde to bee geaven. But al wyl not serve, 
for wliiche My Lorde of Lcyccster is verie sorie ; and so are al they, as I thynke, that 
loves the Qucenes safetie. God for his mercie directe al thynges to hisglorie!

And tlius, leavinge yow for other particularities to Mr Somers reaporte, I doe bydde 
My Lorde Cobham and yow most hartclie wel to farc.

Frome the Cowrte, at Mr Allhums, this 21 of julie, in the evenynge, 1578.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

1 L’ambassadeur de France à Londres. Castelnau, avait reçu l'avis que la reine d’Angleterre n’était 
pas éloignée de reprendre ses projets de mariage avec le due d’Alençon pourvu qu'il se soumît à ses 
volontés en ce qui touchait l'entreprise des Pays-Bas; et, en ce moment, le frère de Henri 111 envoyait 
aux bords de la Tamise l'un de scs conseillers les plus habiles, le seigneur de Bacqueville, qui devait 
solennellement solliciter sa main. On comprend combien Élisabeth, qui mêlait ses coquetteries de 
femme aux préoccupations du pouvoir, s’émut, dans ces circonstances, lorsqu’on lui rapporta que le 
duc d’Alençon, infidèle à ses promesses, songeait à épouser la fille du prince d'Orange.
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MMMMXII.
William Davison à  Christophe Hatlon.

(2 2  J U I L L E T  11)78.)

Résumé dos lettres précédentes. — Nouvelles de Gueldrc, de Hainaut et de Flandre.

Sir, I havc so long forborne lo write unlo your Ilonour as 1 wot nol wcll witli 
wliat reason to excuse myself tbat sball not rallier accuse me, considering mine obliga
tion towards you in many respects. But I doubt not mine error sball obtain your par
don, the rallier in that il hatli not grown from any want of duty. Of the présent condition 
of tliings witli us, I can write nothing tbat Your Honour may not amply undersland 
from My Lords bere. Tbe Duke of Alençon’s being at Mons is the matter wbicb doth 
at this lime most perplex and confound our opinions. Such as consider tbe power of 
France, the unquiet humour of that nation, lheir ready disposilion lo fish in the trou- 
bled streams of their neighbours, the occasion that this war doth offer unlo lhem, boih 
to make their profit abroad and to throw the fire out of their Siate at home, together 
with the inclination of some part of this counlry to embrace them, do hold the enier- 
prise of singular moment and danger. Others, mcasuring the same by tbe âge and 
quality of the Duke, by the supposed différence between him and his brother, by the 
firm amity between the two Kings, by the lightness and négligence proper to that 
nation, by the nature and strength of lhese countries, and in some by the diffîculties 
wliich great altempls do commonly meet withal, do think it a matter not mueh to be 
feared, unless it tend to the deceiving of thèse States, in advancing the affairs of the 
Spaniard. But what is like to be the success, is the barder to judge, in that it dependeth 
on accidents uncerlain and on the will and affection of a nation most inconstant. He 
hath, since his arrivai at Mons, wrillen lo divers towns and pensons particularly, and to 
tbe States generally, disguising (lie cause of his Corning down to bc wholly for their 
suceour; but, as they might very well sparc help, so are the most parts loath to embrace 
the same, unless it be with betler eaulion than is looked for. Howbeit, the matter is 
now grown to that point that cither tliey must accept him as a friend or reject him as 
an enemy : a question sure very hard to détermine; for, if they receive him in this sort 
lie desires, wliich is to bave the commandement of their forces jointly with his own, 
they must either déposé the Archduke or al the least abridge his authoritv, cither of 
whieli will be hard to do but with an outward offence and inw'ard confusion; besides 
(liai, they must put lheir fortune into the hands of a stranger, and, that wliich is more,
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of a born enemy, of whom lhey hâve infinitely to suspect, and nothing to trust unto 
other tlian a french promise. So as be it that he run a course for the Spaniard, which 
some suspect, or that he prétend to serve bis own turn, which is rather believed (for 
other object than one of these two undoubtelly he halh not), the danger is apparent. 
On the other side, if lhey should reject hini, the doubt is that eilher he will take part 
openly with the Spaniard, or else, for the first induction, impatronize himself of 
Hainault, which he holdeth as already at his dévotion, and so hâve the gap opened to 
invade and dismenber the rest of the country, eilher of which inconveniences w’ere 
hard for them to fall into, though in common reason they cannot eschew the one or the 
other, unless the remedies be ail the sooner applied. The Duke, to hlear the eyes of 
this people, hath already put himself in action, and sent Bussy d’Amboise with three 
thousand men to the siégé of Maubeuge, not far from Mons, wherein is a garrison of 
the enemies, his drift being chiefly, under that colour, to draw his prepared forces 
(which by his ministers are bruited to be about four thousand horse and fifteen thou
sand footmen) the rallier into Hainault; and yct, in the mean lime, gives out that he 
doth nothing but with the liking and knowledge of Her Majesty, whose name and credit 
he useth as a cloak to colour his ambitious and dcceitful pretext, as w'ill belter appear 
with lime and is partly to be judged already by the manner of dealing of his ministers 
w ith My Lords here. He hath, sinec his arrivai at Mons, sent one Monsieur de Beanier 
tow’ards Casimir to make fair wealher with him; but, of ail bis démonstrations, the scope 
and drift resteth suspicious; and thus much for that matter. The Baron of Preinder, 
last ambassador for the Emperor, is departed tow'ards his master : the other seems in 
mind to repair towards Don John, to see if tliere be yet any hope of peace, whereby 
to prevent the danger w'hich the country is like to fall into by the proceeding of this 
war : the remedy whereof resteth, as it seems, in the retire of Don John and yielding 
up the places he occupielh into the hands of the States, who arc otherwise jealous and 
indisposed to enter into any treaty of peace, presuming it shall tend on his part to the 
gaining of lime and wearying of them with entertaining an army so chargeable as they 
hâve presently in the lield, rather than to any good and sound composition. Their army, 
composed of eight thousand horse and nine thousand footmen (besides the régiment 
of our nation and those which yet rest in garrison through a lack of money to draw' 
them to the camp), aie lodged still within a mile of Liere, between the two rivers called 
the Little and Great Nethe, from whence it is thought they shall remove within a day 
or two. The enemy halh retired the most part of his forces into garrison, pretending, 
as some think, to make a war défensive, leaving the field another while to the States ; 
his forces are esteemed to be five thousand horse and tw'enty-five thousand footmen, 
accounting the companies as complete, which indeed they are not. He halh abandoned 
Soigny in Hainault, wherein the Count Lalain hath put garrison : the like it is thought

Tome X . 79
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he prétends to do with Dyest and Arsehot, from whence he hath willidrawn his muni
tion and artillery, even to the small iron pièces. Campen eertainly affirmed to be 
rendered to the States of Guelders, who are in hope of like composition with Dewenter. 
Casimir should as yesterday begin his nnisters besides Zutphen. The Gauntois, on 
sunday morning last, surprised by a stralagem the lown of Ipre in Flanders, which 
(with them of the Thrce Members) is now at their dévotion. The towns of flainault, 
Artois, Lisle, Douay and Orchies (being practiscd by the letters of Monsieur) hâve 
written hither to the States to know how lhey should govern themselvcs, wliom the 
States hâve in their answer required to refer themselves to the general resolution of the 
provinces. Titus, being as weary with writing as I think Your Honour will be ofreading 
my tcdious letter, I end with the offer of my humble service, commending Your Honour 
to the protection of the Almighty.

Antwerpe, the 22nd of July 1878.
(Publié par M. Harris N icolas, Life of sir Christopher Halton, p. 70.)

MMMMXIII.

Lord Cobham el Walsingham à  la reine d’Angleterre.
( A .N V E I I S ,  23 J U I L L E T  1578.)

Apologie de leur conduite. — Leurs motifs pour ne pas croire à la sincérité du duc d’Alençon.

Most gracious Sovereigne, It is no small greife unto us who hold [nojthinge so deare 
and precions in this world as Your Majesties good f[avour] to understande of the mys- 
lyke youe hâve ccnceaved against [us] for our longe sleyuppon the waye and for want 
of due informinge Your Highnes of our proceadinge in the charge comitted unto us. 
In the first wherof, if we hâve fai[lcd], it was uppon no other occasion but to be 
throughly just in the state of the contry, by knowledge wherof we presu[med] we 
shoulde be better able to travayle wilh most fruité in performinge of lhat which Your 
Majestie respected most, which [is] the procuringe of peace : a maltcr of so grcat 
ur.lyklyhood lhat no hope can be conceaved to compasse it before bothe parties be 
brought to termes of greater extremitie th[en] yet they are. As for the latter, where 
an errour hathe ben commiltcd by leavinge out of the packet the discourse of our nego- 
tiacion, which, havinge arrivcd as we intendcd, w[old] hâve given, as we hope, through
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contentaient to Your Higlmes, we most liumbly cravc Your Majcslics pardon for llie 
offence comillcd in tliat bclialf. And, wlicrc vvc furlber undc[rstandc] yt Your Majcslie 
lakctlic offensively our over earncst urgingc assistance of thc States with money, we 
most humbly [beg] Your Majestie so lo eonceave of us yl we coulde bc well confient] 
to forbearc it, if we did sec or miglit be perswaded it cou[Id] stande cylher with our 
duticorwilli Your Majcslics safly. But thc gréai perrill yt bangctli over these contries 
by tbe cloudes, causetlie us to bc instant in tliat wbich Your Majestie wouldc easily 
dispense wilball, yea if il were with thc dep[ar]tinge with your dcarest jewells, if Your 
Ilighnes sawe wliat we sec, and (bc almost inévitable fate of thc slateof thinges here 
were as présente an objecl to Your Majcsties senses as it is to ours. Notbinge upliolde- 
the it froni ruyne, for weaccoumpt thc ruyninge of llic frencb course to be theire ruyne, 
but tbe liope tlicy eonceave of Your Majcslics ayde, if tliat maye once appeare lo be 
lurned front (hem, as thc stay ntade in passinge thc bondes batlie brouglit tbem into 
some suspicion of it, tlien sliall tliey bc forced to fall to tlie Frencli uppon suchecondi- 
eions as it sliall please tbe Duke to propounde unlo tlicm; but bcrcof we wrigbt tbe 
ntore sparingly lo Your Majcslie, beinge lotlie to be overtedious, and for tliat we bave 
writlen al large in (bat bebalfe lo ye [Lords] and otber of tbe Privcy Counscll. And, 
wlieras we are given to understande yt Your Majestie balbe put on a very good opi
nion of tbe Duke’s sincerilie, we, seinge jusl cause w by Your Majestie sliould stande 
doubtfull tlierof, and foreseinge yc pcrill yt miglit ensuc, in case be sbould abuse Your 
Iligbnes, bave tbougbt it our dulics to laye before Your Majestie suebc reasons as 
move us to distrust bis sounde dcalinge. And tberefore it maye please Your Majestie, 
in tbe deplb of your judgment, to considcr : firsl bis maner of repayre bitber witboul 
eyther Your Majcsties or tbe States privi lie ; tbe approeb of bis army before any con
clusion with tbe States; tbe sendinge of bis lettres and messages to ail places and per- 
sons of qualitic; bis mislykinge of tbe States rcnforcinge of yc garrisons in tbe tounes 
fronteringe uppon Renault; and lastly bis daliancc witb us Your Majcsties ministers, 
bavinge sent unto us sundry tymes bis deputies wilbout eylhcr lettres of credit or malter 
of substance, witb wliicb kind of strange dcalinge wben we charge tbem (as a malter 
yt cannot but bc offensive unto Your Majestie), tbey give us slyte and dilatoryanswers, 
as of laie, wben we propoundcd unlo tlicm tbe malter of peace, prayinge tbem to 
acquaynt tbe Duke wilball, Dampmartin cometh unlo us and, after ccrtcyne eomple- 
mentes don from tbe Duke bis master, leltetb us to understande tliat, touchinge tbe 
mcdiacion of peace, wliicb we had so earnestly rccommcnded to tbe Duke, bis master 
did not sec liowe be could well dealc tberin, untill suebe lyme as be were wcll growen 
to some full poynt witb tbe States and thaï be were throughly informed of theire dis- 
posicion in tliat behalf. In answere to wbich bis speeches, we let bim understande 
yt, for as muche as be brouglit us no lettres of credit from tbe said Duke (notwilli-
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standing tliat before bis dcparture unio him Aie told bim yt vve foundc it strange, con- 
sidering ivhose minislers we ivere, yt tbe Duke never vouchesafed to wrile unto us, 
and therefore wished him to move bim yt suche as hereafter should repavre unto us 
from bim might bringe lettres of crédit), n e  kneAve not Avbat faithe \ve mightgive unto 
bim as p[ublik] persons, thougbe for our parliculer we thought. wcll ofh[im ],and espe- 
eially for tliat Ave founde lhe answere very strange such as Ave knew would greatly rnys- 
lyke Your Majeslie, and cause youe to enter into some doubt of the Duke’s sinceritie in 
tliis accion, Avhen he shoulde délayé th ’execucion of yt thinge yt Avas so profitable for 
this contry, protestinge, as lie dolli, yt bis cominge hilher is only for there benefit and so 
honorable for bim self, tending to lhe avoydinge of ih’effusion of Christian bloude. By 
tbere ansivere ye Duke dothe very Avell discover ivhat the end of his cominge is, Avhat 
soever he professes outwardly to Your Majestie, Avhich inlencion of his, if it is not 
bridled by Your Highnes, as the Prince declared unto us, it is apparant tliat he Avili 
make him self master of lhe contry.

For tbe otlier two poynts concerninge better assurance to be made by tbe delivery of 
certeyne lownes into Your Majesties hand and tbe 20,000lh to be repayed by the States 
of the first money they should receave by vertue of Your Majesties lettres of procura- 
cion, we forbeare to trouble Your Highnes, because Ave hâve at length discoursed 
therof to Your Majesties Counsell ; Ave hâve also Avritten of the cause of our stey yet 
liere, Your Majestie havinge referred it to our discrecion, as ye matler of the Duke 
[d’jAlançon’s comminge hither should give occasion. Andso etc.

AntAverp, 25 ofjuly 1578. (Brilish Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2 ' partie, n* 101.)

MMMMXIV.

Lord Cobham à lord Burleigh.
(Anvers, 23 juillet -1578.)

11 regrette vivement qu’Élisabeth ne vienne pas en aide aux Etats. — Nouvelles diverses.

1 moste humblye thaynk Y oaat Lordeshyp for yowr lelter wreytyn to us boothebeyng 
joyned yn charg joyntleye. The error commytted yn layng a side oaat firste treaty ivitli 
lhe deputyes of the States, Avhcrby Her Majestie had noo knolege, ys a thinge eom- 
mytled by cbaynce, for the Avhich I submyt my sellfe moste humblye to her gracius 
goodnes, and yet, for my oon part, I think yt Avas seynt in oaat letter to  Mr Secretarye,
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who wroot of the neccssetye that the States wer yn of money, and therfor requyered 
liim to move Her Majestie for signyng of tlioos twoo bylles, wyche molioon Her Majestie 
mislekyng made a flayt denyall : a matter to me verey grevus, beyng onlli a confirma
tion of an act tliat Her Majestie had passed under the great zeli, a discredit to her 
mincsters here, and to the States a vcry daigcrus malter. For, wheyn yt shalbe knoon 
tliat lier Iligbtnes will nether enter ynlo oppeyne actioon, nor yet relleve them willi 
her credyct, yt will force them to chaynge master and to take suche oon as that Ing- 
laynde will hardlye brouke. Tbis I maye trewlye saye, if bye lier Majesties credeit ther 
waynt had byn supplyed, ther armye had beyn loonge tyme pasle yn the filldes; Don 
Jhoon, dryveyn to bave fought, flyede or yelldyd to a peace; and Monsieur d’Anjow 
clcyne caste of. If Her Majestie doo misleke to bave leynt her money and geven her cre
dyct for suche great soomcs onlly uppon ynke and paper, I think that, uppoon a new7 
suplye, Her Majestie myght hâve a marelim toone, aswell for that ys alireddye doon as 
for that she will doo. I am ryght sory that Your Lordeshyp[s] good and soonde advises 
heryn toke noot good effect, aswell for the stayng of the common causes froom daynger 
and ruyn, as for the swer payement of Her Majesties money; but my hoppe ys that, 
how soever Her Hightnes doothe mislek at oon tym, wheyre she ys pcrswadyd that 
what ys sayde by Yowr Lordeshyp ys sayde for her swerlye, she will at leynght doo yt.

Monsieur ys coom yn parsoon ; he requyerth noo loounes, as Don-Martyn sayes; he 
will sarve tbem witli 1S,000 footemcyn and 2,000 horsmyn at his oon coste and char- 
gyes; to weync the more crcdiet he besegelh Mabuce yn Hennoye, lattlye taken by 
Don Jhoon ; and yet I doo beleve, if Hcr Majestie will hellppe them now' at thys ther 
neccssetye, ail thyes aclioones of Monsieur can not withdraye ther good willes froom 
her; but what[is] necessetye, hatlie no law7. Campen ys rendered to the States, and now 
Dcvcyntrye ys beeseged; yt ys thowght that yt will ycllde. Ther wer certeyn bayndes 
of Allmayncs Ievyed to bave succcred thyes lones, but they w’ere overthroon by the 
pesyntes and soom of Cassimcrus bayndes.

Whe thinke owr sellfes moste boonde unto Yowr Lordeshyp that yt pleased you so 
ernesllyc to awaynce thés causs, and do recommend unto yowe oones ageyn the sup- 
plye for Dower.

Monsieurs deputyes are sayde wilbe ber wilhyn thyes fcw dayes : after whe bave 
eonferred with them, 1 sce noo great causs of owr staye.

This, wyesing unto Yowr Lordeshyp yowr honorable hartes desier, I commyt yow to 
Allmyghty God, my Ladye and ail my freyndes.

Anlwherpe, the 25 of julic.
Il ys sayde that Mabuce ys woori by the Freynce.

[Record office, Pupers o f Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMMXV.

JFalsinyham au comte de Leicesler.
(23 J U I L L E T  i o lS . )

Il espère que Leicesler parviendra à modifier les résolutions d’ÉlisaLeth. — Le prince d’Orangc 
lui a proposé une alliance dar.s laquelle entrerait le duc d’Alençon.

My very good Lord, I ltope jt, as jour absence batb broufgbt] slrange alteration in 
Her Majestie, touebinge lier Majcstics disposition in assistinge lliose of tlicse conlries, 
so I trust jour présence wil belp to draw Her Majestie to Le otberwyse affecled llien
presenlly site is, tbese contries slandinge now, as tlicy doe, uppon makinge...................
in sucb sort, as if Hcr Majestie witbdraw lier belpinge bande, I sec . . . .  llicm here a 
plaine détermination to runne yc course of France. I wold llicrefore be sorie, for j e 
laeke ofgevinge credit for 20,000'', yt a mallcr ofso great weigbt as imporleth ye alie
nation of tbese contries, shold be put in liazard. I can not thinke yl, wben Her Majestie 
shall ducly loke into ye matter, slic wil lake so bard a course. .. Yct, wben I consider 
bow lille cfTcct our carncst letters bave taken, beinge rallier misliked tben duely vvei- 
gbed, I can not tel wliat to thinke of yc matter. Tbc besl ltope ] bave, is yl Your Lord- 
sbip, usirige your wonted maner of plaines in causes yt so depely touebe Her Majestie, 
sbe wil be brogbt to more conformitic, ber bonor, siale and safetie dependinge tbereon, 
as il doclb. But berein, touebing ye seltingc doune of ye périls yt are likely to ensue, 
bavinge dealt al large in our common leller to Your Lordsbip and ye rest, I forbeare 
to troble Your Lordsbip witb superlluons rccetall of sucb matter as is contcined in ye 
same.

Of laie ye Prince of Orfange], wbo dcalelb very bonorably and frankly witb us, did 
propound unto me an association, vbcrcof 1 forbeare to advcrlise, because 1 know it 
wil not be liked. And, to deale plaincly witb Your Lordsbip, I bave no great likinge of 
it, for yt Monsieur d’Alençon is to be comprcbendcd in je  same, of w borne surely I 
bave no great likinge, nor je  Prince himself, otberwyse tben to serve bis tourne by 
bim, by wbome I feare be wilbe abuscd, and so wil lier Majestie also, wbo, as I beare, 
is entred into a merveilous opinion of bis sinceritie, uppon wbat grouridc 1 know not.

(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VJ, 2‘ partie, n°s 53 et 102.)



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 6 3 1

MMMMXVI.

JFalsingham au comte de Sussex.
(Anvers, 23 jeillet i 578.)

Le refus d’Élisabeth jettera les Pays-Bas dans les bras de la France. — Démarches de l’ambassadeur 
de l’Empereur près de don Juan pour traiter de la paix.

Yottr lelter of the x v i i j 11* sent by Mr Sommers I hâve receyved, and was also by him 
informed of Your Lordships honorable and frendely dealyng towardes me in seekyng 
lo qualefie Her Majesties offence conceyved ageynst me: for the which I thinke myselfe 
greatly bownde unto Your Lordship.

For what case thinges stande lteere and w hat wyll bccome of thés countryes in case 
Her Majestie withdrawe her promysed assistaunce from lhem, we hâve so Iargely set 
downe in owre general! letter to Your Lordship and the rest of My Lords as I thinke yt 
neadeles to make any recytaule lherof. Trulye, my Lord, yf Her Majeslye doe not pre- 
sently resolve to take an other coorse then I perceyve(lo my grcat greefe) she is inclyned 
to, I see apparently that this conlrye wyll become frenche. And with this opynion the 
Baron Prayner departed yesterdaye to the Emperor, whoe before his departure dyd 
deale so efïcctually with the C[ount] of Swartzberge, whoe is heere imbassador resi
dent for the Emperor, as lie halhe alreadye sent unto Don Joan for a saveconduct for 
himselfe to repeyre unto him. This daye we repeired unto him to spurre him forwarde, 
whoe hathe nowe promysed to use ail exspedytion, for that he seethe how'e daynge- 
rowse a coorse thinges ar takyng heere.

And so, rendryng unto Your Lordship my humble thankes for your honorable and 
frendely dealyng towardes me, I most humbly take my leave.

At Antwarpe, the xxuj,h of julye 1578.
(Dritish Museum, Vespas., F. XK, n° 135.)

MMMMXVIL
JFalsingham à lord Burleigh.

(Anvers, 23 juillet 1S78.)
Si Élisabeth ne vient point en aide aux États, ils chercheront la protection de la France.

My very good Lord, As well by Mr Sommers reporte as by Your Lordships letters 
dyrecled unto JVIy Lord Cobham and unto me, we perceyve howe honorably you hâve
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dealte as well in furlheraunce of lhe contynewaunce of lier Majesties neeessary assys- 
(aunee of ihes contreys, as in qualafyeng her dyspleasure towardes us; and therfor hâve 
no les cause to honor you for lhe one lhen lo be thankefull for lhe other.

In what tearmes lhe State slandelhe heare, \ve bave holhe at large and Iruly set downe 
in the generali letter dyrecied to Your Lordship and the rest. Suerly, My Lord, yf fier 
Majestye, by yelding unto them some présent assystaunce, doe not staye theni, I see a 
full determynatyon in them to throwghe them selves into the protectyon of Fraunce. 
I am in good hope that, yf yt woold please Her Majeslvs to passe the bondes for the
26,000 liv., that we m jglu make sonie staye for the présent, wheras otherwyse I looke 
for a présent révolté. Yt were a verry harde case that, for the geving credyt for so 
smaule a somme, the alyenalyon of thés contreys shoold be hazarded, consydering 
liowe myche yt importeihe lier Majestye in bothe honor and savetye.

The Prince confessed unto us lhat he was never more perplexed with a matter, 
having lo treat wilh a prynce that hathe the swoorde in his hande, and besydes dolhe 
feare lhat the King his brother, whatsoever be protestetbe to Spayne, meanelhe lo 
backe him, wherby he is lyke to growe overstrong, unies Her Majestye were dysposed 
to deale more effectually. Yt seamethe by Sir Amias Pauletes letter, which I send to 
Mr Secretarye, that he dowbtethe the Kinges dysposyton in ihis behalfe.

The desyre I hâve that this dysspalche may corne spedely to Her Majestyes handes 
makethe me the shorter in wrylyng to Your Lordship at this présent. And so, wilh the 
renewing of my humble thankes unto Your Lordship for your honorable and frendely 
dealyng towardes me, I commyt you to Gods protectyon.

At Antwerpe, the xxm,h of julyc 1578. (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

MiVIMMXVIII.

IValsingham à Christophe Hatton.
(23  J U I L L E T  1578. )

Garanties à réclamer en cas de nouveaux prêts. — Données secrètes sur les projets du prince d’Orange 
qui voudrait annexer les Pays-Bas à l’Empire et qui, plutôt que de les voir soumis à l'Espagne ou 
à d’autres nations étrangères, les convoiterait pour lui-même.

Sir, How we hâve proeeeded here in our charge, whalh little good is like to follow 
thereof and how things do stand here, this bearer, Mr. Sommers, is able sufficienily to
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inform you. I hâve amongst other ihings prayed him (o acquaint you with my opinion 
touching the lown of Sluse, which I wish were in lier Majesty’s hands in pawn for the 
money already lent and that which hereafter Her Majesty is to furnish them withal, as 
well to withdraw them from the French as to keep them from being overrun by the 
Spaniards. If I do not mistake it, they hâve put tlieir towns in that slrenglh as the King 
of Spain is too old to see the end of these wars, so that they may hâve, during their 
troubles, some convenient support from hence, which they shall not lack elsewhere, if 
we do not make sure with them betimes. And yet the matter may be so ordered as 
neilher Her Majesty shall enter into an actuel war, nor yet remain unsatisfied of such 
treasure as she shall furnish them withal. To make this probable unto you requireth 
the setting down of many circumstances, which I would be loath to commit to paper, 
but do reserve them to acquaint you withal at my relurn : which by your good and 
friendly furtherance I hope will be with speed, secing no necessary cause of stay here 
at this présente, as yoursef shall perceive by this bearer’s report. By Her Majesty’s 
especial commandaient I wrote unto her in a private letter what I could discover tou
ching the Prince of Orange’s intention concerning these countries : which in effect 
was, as far as I can gather, he meaneth never to be subject to the King of Spain ; that 
he purposeth to annex them to the Empire ; that he is not otherwise inclined to the 
French than to serve his own turn; and lastly that, tliough he gave out the contrary, 
he had rather enjoy the country himself than either French, Spaniard, English or 
Almayne. I know Her Majesty will and halh acquainted you with ail, and therefore 1 
pray you advise her to keep the matter secret, especially that it be not known to corne 
from me. And so, beseeching you to commit this letter to the fire, I commend you to 
God’s good keeping.

At Antwerp, the 25rd of july 1578.
(Publié par M. Harris N icolas, Life of sir Christophe Hatlon, p. 75.)

MMMMXIX.
Le docteur Wilson (?) à  Walsingham.

(24 j u i l l e t  4578. )

Considérations sur la situalion des Pays-Bas.

Mr Secretary, I thanke you hartelye for your three letters. I bave been from the 
Court in effecte ever since your departure thence. What resolucions be there touchinge 

T ome X. 80
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)Le causes of tlie Low-Countries, I know not, and therefore I must reserve the adver- 
tismenie ofthat to others, First, for my owne understandinge, 1 see by som letters hope 
cf peace is taken away ; seeondairlye the chaunces of warre be suche lhat it is hard to 
judge where viclorye will fall, if the nialter sliould be tried bye battell. It was reported 
here a while that the Estâtes would offer it before Cassimers cominge, whereof it is 
hard to give good reasons as me thinketh ; but I finde otherwyse by your last letter, 
and in myne opinion it is rather to be doubted lhat Donne Jehan, if he came, will doe 
proceede as he may fyght eyther with th’Estates or Cassimer before they joyne ther 
forces, for that in reason bringes most suertie to him. We wishe them well here, but 
foraine thinge I understand the daye of the date thereof that is ail. Thirdlye, if neythcr 
peace can bee obteyned, nor probabilitye of viclorye, tlien in my juagmenle ther are 
but twoe niarkes to be shott. At the one is the prolongation of warre bye defendinge 
of ther lownes and strenghes. And the secunde is to hâve the amytye broken belween 
Fraunce and Spayne by the former, if the States be able to continue il, the enimve 
may be weaired, and manie thinges els maie happen to constrayne the enimye to 
directe bis forces, and soe ether chaunce or want maye bringe an enforced peace. And, 
as to the accord, if that might be brought to passe, it were the next waye to bring and 
bringe bolh suertye to us and a peace to the States : marrye the meanes how to bringe 
the lalter to passe, most be best knowne where you are. The best way lhat I canne 
thinke of to bringe it to passe, is for th’Estates to venture somewhat larglye with Monsr 
to th’offence of Spayne then to forsake him and suffer the conjunctione of Spayne and 
Fraunce to continue, which to my understandinge must in tyme turne to there over- 
throwe. That Spayne will endure that Monsrshall possesse anie parte of lus dominione, 
is hard to beleive, and again Monsr possessinge it and so bringinge it wilhin the gover- 
naunce of the crowne of Fraunce, I cannott see that the French Kinge will suffer him 
to lose it, and this to breed pickes between them, marrie the great, I perceave maye 
growe bye this that Monsr, havinge in possessione by the consent of the Estâtes a por- 
cione of a territorye wilhin the Kinge of Spaynes dominions in the pretence to theoffence 
of Spayne, whether he will, this beinge donne, remaine faythfull to th’Estales or become 
an assistant to Donne Johan, upone profitable condicions to be offered unto him by 
Donne Jehan or noe to the helpe of this mischeyfe, 1 know noe remidyc except then 
might be some such devise made upone the compositione betwixt the Estâtes and him, 
as, if he breake his fayth, they should be able to remove him from lhat they graunted 
him. And agayne il is not likelye lhat Monsr will corne to anie such compositione, and 
therefore I conciud lhat, where twoe perdis and daungers bee, the lesse is to be adven- 
tured on, when the greater is to be eschewed. And I thinke it lesse daimage to adven
ture upone Monsieur’s fayth that upon tlie perill that would corne if Fraunce and Spayne 
continue their conjunctione togeather. Thus you see how' without conférence with
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anie of my companie bcing absent from upon sucb conjectures as I bave conceyved, I 
write unto you what I lliinke, lest els by silence I might seeme to forget yt office that 
your friendshippe requires at my hands, and I bad ratber that yousbould see my error 
in judgement then in frendshippe. Seneca saytb : Mallem in amico consilium quam 
fidem deesse, and soe, wishing unto you as unto myself, I forbeare anie further to 
trouble you.

At this tyme from my house, ibis 24 july 1578.
(Brit. Museum, Harley, G26S, n" 4.)

MMMMXX.
Lord Cobham et Walsingham aux lords du Conseil Privé.

(Anvers, 24 juillet 1078.)

Motifs de prolonger leur séjour aux Pays-Bas. — Selon l’opinion du prince d’Orange, on ne pourrait 
obtenir comme gage ni Fiessingue, ni aucune autre ville de la Zélande, mais plutôt Nieuporl et 
Dunkerque, et peut-être l’Ecluse. — Conséquences probables du refus d'Elisabeth. — Le duc 
d’Alençon dictera ses conditions, et le duc Casimir se retirera, abandonnant le pays aux Français. — 
Subside accordé par les ambassadeurs.

U may please Your Lordships to bc advertised that, wheras it appearethe by your 
lelteres send by Mr Somers that Her iMajesties pleasure was we shouid forthwilh make 
our relurne home againe, in case we shouid not see just cause to stey uppon some con
férence to be bad with Monsieurs commissioners, forasmuche as we finde (as to Y'our 
Lordships maye appeare by lhe inclosed from the States to the Duke of Alençon) that 
they meane not to proccad to any conclusion with bim witbout making us privy to the 
same, and the great and strang confusion that would ensue beere in case we shoulde 
départ hence, Icavinge them no better salisfied touching Her Majesties goodnes for 
theire assistance, we bave thought it our duties, for Her Majesties service, weighing 
how mucb it imporlelhe ber to be acquayntcd with lhe said proceadings and to con
tinue this people well devolcd to Her Majestic, to stay hcre for some tyme to see what
wiibe the end of thaï negotiacion, and what Her Majestv..... pleased (understandinge
(lie perplexed state of this contrie) to resolve for theire présente releife, thoughe for our 
parliculcr we bave many causes to hasten bomewarde. And, wheras moreover yt appea-
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rethe by Your Lordsbips letteres that HerMajesties pleasure is that, louching t’imprest 
of money newiy demandée! by the States, we should let them understande that, for that 
otherwise they bave yelded no other assurance then incke and parchement, notwilh- 
slanding that there hâve ben more large offers made to the Frenche, it is looked for 
they should make some offer of better assurance, wherin if they shoulde be silent, then 
of ourselves we should require some maritime townes, naming unto them Flushinge 
and Sluse or one of them, Your Lordships should understande that cerleyne of the 
States finding lhemselves greeved with the délayés of the bands, and we answeringe
them that Her Majesty did looke for better assurance then incke and parchement,.....
be as well dealt withall as other are, declared unto us that, seing that Her Majesty was
content to give her credit, receavinge only the generale.....of the States and the parti-
culcr bonds of certeyne townes, it w . . . nowe be founde an hard kinde of dealinge to 
fall to treate o f. . .  assurance, especially at this presenle, when in tins necessitie fo r . .. 
of the assistance in suche forme as was promised, the same . . .  put lheire State in péril; 
and, as for the offers made to Monsieur, they prayed us to consider uppon what condi
tions they were yelded unto, to wit that Monsieur, by proceedinge into this accion, 
entred into an actuali warre with the King of Spa[in], did throw himself into the dis- 
pleasure of the King his brother, did offer to serve them two moneths on his owne 
charge : which beinge well weighed gave them just cause to yeld unto his demands 
certayne townes for retracl for his soldiers and surtie of his owne person, comitting him
self, as he dothe, into theire hands; and, as for the townes that are thought meete to be 
required, as of ourselves, uppon communication had with the Prince in that poynt, he 
prayed us to tell him playnly whether we had any comission to aske any or whether 
we eoulde assure ye States that, if any shoulde be offred, the same woulde be accepted 
by Her Majesty; for he perceaved by the States (some overture being made therof unto 
him emongst them) that, without assurance therof, consideringe the ceremony that was 
to be used in that behalf, first in propoundinge the same to ye Generall-States, who, 
without the consent of the particuler provinces, cannot conclude any thinge, then to the 
perticuler provinces, wherof the said maritime townes are members, they were of opi
nion it might prove greate préjudice unto them (the matter beinge made so publicque 
as of necessitie it most), in case Her Majestie, uppon offer made, should not accept the 
same. Whereuppon we, havinge no commission in any respect to deale in the matter 
and knowinge besides how presise Her Majestie is in those causes and how hardly to 
be drawen to the acceplacion therof, and havinge moreover used the demande of townes 
as a meane rather to put off the demande of money then to bring them to yelde therto, 
did forbeare to presse them any further in that behalf. Notwithstandinge, if by Your 
Lordships next letteres we shall perceave that Her Majestys pleasure is we shoulde 
deale therin, we will then proceede accordingly as it shall please Your Lordships to
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direct us. Yet, in the mcanc season, \ve thouglit good lo fecle the Princes mynde tou- 
chingc Flussinge, Brill and Sluse, who answered (hat, as for tlic First two, he thought 
tliey wouldc be impossable to be obteyncd, the thirde would (ind some difficultie by 
rcason of tliem of Bruges; but, for Dunkerk and Newport, yc States were alreadic con
tent to yclde tliem into lier Majeslies bands, and yet what would fall oui in conclusion 
for Sluse, when it should be propounded to tliem of Bruges, be coulde not perfeelly saye, 
untill Her Majestys pleasure were knowen what she coulde lyke of.

And, wheras lier iMajesty willellie me the Secretary lo remember to put tiie States 
in mynde of the agrément made, when the bonds were given for the 100,000". wherhy 
it was convenanted lhat, for the money imprested to tliem for t lie setlinge fort li ofDuke 
Casimir to the lielde, she should be payed of i lie tirst money tbat slioulde be receaved 
of the saide bonde, it may plcase Your Lordsbips to déclaré unto Her Majeslie tbat 
tlic somme for wliich thèse présente bonds demanded, are to be given, was taken upp, 
part in ware and part in oid délits, (lie States beinge forced (herunto for the content- 
ment of tlieire army and tlieire frontier garrisons for feare of rcvoltinge to the Fr[cnch]; 
and tlierfore the parties I dealt w’itball for tlic repayment of the sait! imprest of 20,000" 
to Her Majesty, shewed me tbat, tlieire présente nccessitie beinge so great and the 
money obteyned with so bard condicions, they hope tbat Her Majesty w'ould not presse 
them to make repayment of the money tbat slioulde be taken up by venue of her bonds, 
for tbat otherwyse lhen forced by necessitie they would not bave taken up the same in 
suche sort as they did, leesing at the Ieast what w'ith the acceplacion of the ould dept 
and the sale of the wares 2o in the C.

Accordinge to Your Lordsbips direccion, we bave given order lo Mr Davison tbat be 
forbeare ail further dealings touebinge tbe takinge up of money to the States use by 
vertuc of Her Majeslies letteres of procuracion. But what inconvenience is lyke to ensue 
tlierby, we hâve thought it our duties for our owne discharge to laye before Your Lord
sbips, referringe the same to your good consideracion. And lherefore it maye please 
youe lo understand that, sithence Monsieurs arrivall at Mons and tbat it hathe been 
knowen that bis army is uppon tbe frontiers (part therof alrcadie imploycd at the 
request of tbe inhabitanls of Hennault in the seige of a towne possessed by Don Juan, 
called Mabuse, under the conduct of Bussy d’Amboyse, aw'ay to gett good will the said 
in habitants beinge greatly am ... ed by th’ennemyes possessinge of the saide towne), we 
bave ben greatly pressed by men of divers qualities here to know what Her Majeslie 
will do louchinge ber assistance, as we hâve in our former letteres sent to Mr Secre
tary declared : wherefore they be tbe more inportunate, forasmuchc as they see the 
danger of tbe descase dothe grow so fasl on and necr unto tliem. Now', if by tbe inhibi- 
cion given to Mr Davison about tbe délayé of passinge tbe oiher bands, tliey should 
understand tbat Her Majesty meanethe to withdrawc ber promised releife by vertue of
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lier crédit in ibis tyme of extremilie, two most dangcrous inconveniences emonst divers 
ollicr whicb for brevitie wc omilt, are lykc to followc. The o;ie tbal Monsieur, havinge 
bis forces al bande beinge, as \ve are informed, 10,000 foolmen and two tliousand lances 
and 2,000 argebusiers, shall draw tbem for fear of bis combiningc with the enemy or 
foreinge tlieire lowncs, seinge lhemselves destitute of otber assistance, to accept suclie 
condicions and articles whicb shall please him to propoundc. Tbe otber tbat Duke
Casimir, being altogelbcr jalous of Monsieur and lotbe in any sort to .........witb him,
unlesse by lier Majestie lie shalbe perswaded th . . .  . ,  wben lie sbould beare thaï lier 
Majesty witbdrawctbe lier promised assistance of moncy from tbe States, and Monsieur 
havinge noue els to bridle him, wberby lie is lyke to bave tbe whole svvaye and autho- 
ritic heerc in bis ownc liands, will no doubl of it withdraw bimself into Germany and 
so leave tliis contry as a praye unto tbe Frfencb], whicb we, seing so apparantly lyke to 
take place confirmed by tbe opinion of tbe wisest sort Itéré, eannot but in dutie laye tbe 
sanie beforc Your Lordships, prayinge tbe same for our disebarge to acquaynt lier 
Majestie witliall. In tbe mcanc tyme, we, foreseing the alicnacion lykly to growe here, 
in case il sbould be knowen tbat lier Majestie had made deniall of passinge tbe bonds, 
we inlreated tbe marchants tbat bave interest tberin (and were advertised out of 
Fnglande tbat stey was made in that bebalf and doubted thaï tbe conlract woulde alto- 
gether breake off), to keepe tbe same secret for a tyme, and also procurcd tbem, for 
avoyding of tbe inconvenience tbat would olherwyse bave growen, to furnishe tbe 
States uppon our bands for tbe repayment of the same, of tbe somme of 40,000 gyl- 
ders, whicb amounteth to 3,000 livres sterlings, bopinge tbat this our doinge (by Your 
Lordships good meancs) proceadinge from no otber intention then the advancement of 
lier Majesties service in a case of so great necessitie, beinge lotbe that, by omittinge the 
performinge therof, tbcsc contries shoulde corne to be possessed by so ancient and so 
neere an enemy to lier Majesty and hcr Crowne, will not but be well taken by Hcr 
Majesty, consideringe that, if these inconveniences be avoyded and tbe contry preserved 
from abenacion to tbe Frfencb], tbere is no doubl but tbe assurance by bande wilbe 
sufficient, and as good and readie meanes founde for tbe remboursaient of the whole 
disboursed from tbe begininge hilherto, as ever was. Assuring Your Lordships moreo- 
ver that, tliougb tbe disebarge of so grcat a somme (in case Her Majesty shall not 
stande our good and gracions Ladie) eannot but light very heavily uppon us, yet we saw 
not how we coulde bave disebarged our duty lowards Her Majesty and our contry, in 
case we sbould not bave adventured yc performinge of tbe same for tbe relayningc of 
tbe devocion of those, wborne we saw apparantly readie to full awaye and runne tbe 
course of France. And if Hcr Majesty shall not be plcased, uppon these and former intel
ligences of tbe most cerlayne State of tbings here, to enlarge hersclf for tbeire assis
tance, then shall it be good for us to repayre home againc out of bande, as not able to



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 639
do any good heeve, thoughe we shall leave things in so doublfull and dangerous 
termes as greater cannot be conceaved, unlesse the alienaeion of the contry were 
alreadie perfectly wrought. But, if itmaye be lawfull for us to laye downe our opinion, 
\ve thincke it best thaï the obligacions shoulde be delivered for these 20,000”, lest, if 
Her Majesty should breake of them during the lyme of theire treatie with Monsieur, it 
woulde bringe forihe that inconvenience which liereafler could not be remedied after 
the treatie ended, when Her Majesty may sce what course theire matters ar lyke to 
lake, thcn shee maye with lesse perii 1 resolve as she shall be best pleased.

For the intelligence of olker thinges, \ve leave Your Lordships to the report of 
M' Davisons letteres, annexing with these our owne nolhinge else but that thenegocia- 
cion that passed belweene Duke Casimir and Mr Myldmaye, whome we sent with 
instruccion to him, and a letlere we rcceaved late from Her Majeslies ambassador in 
Fr[ance],

And so, with remembrance of our dutie to Your good Lordships, we leave the same 
to the graee of God.

From Antwerp, the 24 of july 1578.
(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2* partie, n° 100.)

MMMMXXI.
W a ls in g h a m  a u  d o c te u r  W i l s o n  (?).

(24 JUILLET 1578 ?)

Si Elisabeth persiste dans son refus, les Français seront maîtres des Pays-Bas.

Sir, Your honorable and friendly dealinge towardes me confirmed unto me by 
divers of my friendes, especially by Mr Fremain, doeth give me just cause to be 
thankful unto yow for yesame; butherein I had rather yeld satisfaction in dedes then 
in words, and lherfore forbeare to trouble yow any further in yt behalf.

I am sory, consideringe ye dangerous state wherein tliis eonlrie standeth, to fînde 
Her Majestie so affected, as she is. I hope, when Her Majestie slial hâve considered of 
our letters sent as wel to her self as to My Lords, by which she shall perceive what 
dangerous inconvenience wil grow and to what confusion these conlries wil corne, if 
she withdraw her gracious assistance, she wil preferre her safetie before her treasure : 
proteslinge unto yow before God yt, if Her Majestie doe not loke into it in lime, yea
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and yt out of hande, I sce no remedie, but ye Fr[ench] wilbe masters of ye contrie. I 
doubt nothinge therel'ore, knowinge how carefull yow are of Her Majesties honor and 
safetie, but yt yow wil lake yematter in sueli sort to hart, as ye cause importeth.

And so, for other mattcrs referringe yow to our general letters unlo My Lords, we 
commit! yow, etc. (Brit. Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 102.)

MMMMXX1I.
Instructions données par lord Cobham et IFalsingham à M. Sommers.

(25 JUILLET 1578.)

M. Sommers engagera le duc d’Alençon à s’abstenir de tout acte d’hostilité et à traiter avec don Juan.

A memoriali for 3 Ir Somers being sent to the Duke o f Alençon.

That, amongest other causes movinge Her JMajestie to send us hither for the benefitt 
of these countryes, one was to conferre with bis deputies and to knowe his intention 
and meaning touching bis proceadinges in the causes of these Lowc-Countryes, protes- 
ting as he did by a servaunt he lately sent to Her Majeslie that he wold do nothing 
withoul her privilye and good allowaunce.

That, immediatly uppon our arrivall here, about the first of this présent, Damp- 
martin and Alferan (certaine of his ministers) came unto us to give us to understand 
tliat his deputies there remayning at Mouns had commission from him to treate with 
us and would he with us within foure dayes aficr : which foure dayes being expired, 
we remayned in expectation of their comming untill the fiftenth daye of this présente, 
at what lyme Montdoulcet came unlo us, togelher with Dampmarlin, but with none 
other creditt or instructions, save only to visite us in his name and to signify unto us 
that, nowe that he himselfe was corne into this countrey, their commission to treate 
with us was expired, and that we shold shortly heare from him. Which kind of pro
ceadinges (we having altended so longe to knowe his pleasure by his deputies) you shall 
shewe unto him we found straunge, and therfore did lett Dampmarlin and Mondoulcet 
understand that Her Majestie could not like that we shold be so dealt withall, to be so 
long delayed, having presently no other cause of slaye, but to treate with his ministers,
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and therfore prayed them to lett him undersland howe much we knewe Her Majestie 
wold mislike therof.

That, uppon occasion of speache betwene us and those Lis said ministers, we gave 
lhem to undersland that, if he wold seeke, contrary to his promise made unto Her 
Majesty, to his protestation published in printe, to aii honour and justice, to impatro- 
nize himselfe of any parte of the country, under coulour to maynteyne their libertyes, 
he wold therby not only wounde his réputation, but alsoprovoke Her Majestie, accor- 
ding to her protestation made unto the King himselfe, by running so dishonorable a 
course, to employé ail the forces and meanes that God hath given her against him to 
impeache the same. And that if he did beare that good will unto the country, which he 
did outwardly prétend, there could be no readyer waye to perfourme the same tlien 
by procuring a peace; so shold he do well, before th’entring inlo any hostility, to send 
some gentleman of qualilye, being instructed and furnished with some good mean of 
perswasions, to move Don John to growe to a composition with those of the countrie, 
which if he shold refuse to do, he shold make his cause appear worse to the world, 
and the Duke himselfe might enter into the action with more honour.

That Dampmartin one sondaye last brought word from him that he could not well 
proceade to deale in the peace, untill such tyme as he were growen to some full poynte 
with the States and that he were throughly enfourmed of their disposition in that 
behalfe.

That we, seing the proposition of peace (so honorable a matterto beby himattempted) 
putt of, could not thinke that he shold make delay in the same, in respecte that he 
doubted howe the States wold allowe therof, wh[en] we had delivered unto Mont- 
doulcet, to conveye unto him, the States answeare made unto the proposition of peace 
presented in Her Majesties namc unto them by us : by the which it might appeare that 
they were desirous of peace. And therfore, because he brought no letters of credite 
with him for our satisfaction in that behalfe, as unto publike ministers apperteyned, 
thoughe for our owne partieular we did not otherwise thinke of the gentleman lhen 
well, we could not tell what credite to give to the same.

That for the matler which we then proposed unto them, touching his dealing with 
Don John for a peace, we are of opinion still that we thinke it the most. honorable 
course he can take, seing the nature of peace is a thing more to be desired lhen the 
condition of warre. And nothing is more just in these kinde of actions (betwene such 
especially as hâve no peculiar cause of dislike and enimily) lhen first to offer the offices 
of amitye, before they présent the poynte of the swerde : which prineely and frendly 
waye of dealinge, we are perswaded, he may as salfly take without offence given to the 
States before his full accorde with them, as to put in use actes of hostility : which 
wayes, we are given t’understand, lie is alredy entred into by the besieging of Maul- 
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beuse, ihoughe the capitulation with the States be yet to be begonne. And because we 
are perswaded that this is the most Christian and princely vvay of dealing that he can 
take, we could not, but for the respect and honour we beare unto him as a prince that 
professeth to be devoted to Her Majestie, but wishe thaï he wold harken unto it, both 
for his owne honour and Her Majesties satisfaction, who, we knewe, wold be loth to 
concurre with any prince in any action that might be in any sorte blemished with the 
lest poynt of dishonour.

That lier Majestie, being made acquainted with the délayé used in this behalfe by 
his ministers, hath sent us commaundement to repayre home, which we are to do 
accordingly within lhese 8 or 10 dayes; and therfore, our tyme of tarrying here being 
so shorte, we thought it good to signifye thus much unto him that, if his pleasure be 
his depulies shall hâve any conférence with us, as he promised and Her Majestie 
expecteth, he wold take order for their dispatche out of hand. Otherwise we were to 
départe and make reporte unto Her Majestie of his dealinges, as we fînd them.

(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 4; Brit. Mas., Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 103.)

MJI MM X X I IL
Le docteur Wilson à Davison.

( AUDLEY-END, 26 JUILLET 1S78.)

Le duc d’Alençon a envoyé M. de Bacquevilte en Angleterre.

Although I did not Write unto yow by Walter Wyllyams, whome 1 did sende awaye 
in al post hayst upon the sodeyne, yow nnist not thynke amysse of me, becawse I had 
especially charge to sende hym awaye within an hower. This must 1 saie unto yow that 
I did reade jour lelter of the 18 to our Soverayne, who lyked wel of your advertise- 
menles, and therfore yow shal doe wel to contynew the same course styl in writinge 
often. And, nowe that Mr Secretarie is absent, yow hâve neede to take the more care 
to contente our Soveraynes mynde, who desiereth to heare often frome thense. I dowbte 
nothynge of my Lord Cobhams diligence, unto whome I praye yow hâve me commen- 
ded, but yet, the more that [you] doe write, I doe take it to bee the better.

Monsieur Bacqueville landed at Dover frome Monsieur, frome whome we hope to 
heare good newes. The seottishe ambassadour is here and is to hâve his answer within
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these fower daies, I hope to his contentement. Commende me to Mr Somers, by whome 
yow knowe the resolution here for the bondes. Thus in hayst fare yow wel.

Frome Awdeley-ende, this 26 of julie 1878.
Upon receyle of letters frome my Lord Cobham and Mr Secretarie, I wyl dispatehe 

Gowrley, My Lordes man, unto His Lordship, and then My Ladie Cobham wyl write, 
who attendeth diligently and is in heallhe.

( Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MM MM XXIV.
William Davison au docteur Wilson.

(26 JUILLET to !8.)

Le duc d’Alençon a assiégé Maubeuge et Beaumont. — Intrigues de Mondoucet à Bruxelles. — 
Démarches pacifiques des envoyés de l’Empereur. — Entrée des Gantois à Ypres. — Lettre de 
La Motte aux Quatre Membres de Flandre.

Sir, I received by Mr Sommers Your Hononrs letter, of the 18 of this présente, 
signifieng Her Majesties pleasure that I sould forbeare to procead any further in th’use 
of my procurations for the 100,000 liv. to be taken up heere upon Her Highnes credit, 
untill such tyme as I should hâve other order geven me, wherin I will not falle, God 
willing, to accomplishe Her Majesties comendement, according to my dutye, thoughe in 
the meane tyme I cannot forget to tell Your Honour howe muche the refusall to con
firme the contraict made here with Spinola and Palavicino and the présent restraint of 
the whole négociation dothe touche Her Highenes credit, and howe ill the matter fal- 
leth out in this tyme, considering on what tearmes they stand here with the French, 
who are not unlike to make their profitt thereof. But, because I thincke My Lordes 
here do not forget a matter so important, 1 will forbeare to toueh it any further in 
theis; and so procead to our newes.

The Duke d’Alenson hathe alreadie put himself in action since his comyng into Hay- 
nault, where Bussy d’Amboisse with 3,000 men hathe attemptid and taken the towne 
of Mabeuge from th’enimye, and is nowe gone to the siégé of Beaumont, not far thence, 
the rather under this pretext to drawe his forces (which his ministers geve out to be
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4,000 horse and 15,000) inlo tliat province, ail the townes whereof, with tliose of 
Artois, Lysle, Dovay and Orchies, being practised and sollicided by him, bave sent hilhcr 
to the States for their advise, whoe bave required tbem to remyt tbemselves wholie to 
the generali resolution of the provinces. Alpheran, bis man, liathe bin latlie atGrave- 
ling with La Motte : to what intent is yet undiscouvered. He hath also sent one Beauseu 
towards the Duke Casimire to niake faire wealher with him, of whom ibis enterprise 
is greatlie suspected. Moundoucet, in his retourne towards Mounts, abode three of four 
daies at Bruselles, practising the burgers there to embrace his masters protection, and 
is departed not w'ithout somc hope of recovering tbat towne in case they could remove 
the garnison. Th’enimye in this meane while hathe abandoned Soigny in Haynalt and 
maks a like countenance to leave Diest and Arschot upon the ryver of Demre in Bra- 
hand, witbdrawing bis forces inlo those places tliat most import the keping, seing him 
self drawne to make a warr défensive, leasing the fîlde an other while to the States, not 
without hope to wearie them with the long entertaigning of their huge and chargeable 
armye. His forc[e]s, reckning the companies as complete, are not estemed above 5,000 
horse and 15,000 fotemen.

The Baron of Preyner, sent latlie hither from th’Emperor chieflie to impeache the 
french traflicque, is retourned with as little satisfaction as he brought. Th’other intends 
fourlhewith to repaire towards Don Jean to sce if there rest yet any incane of peacc, 
whereby to prevent the mischief vvhich threatneth theis countries, if the warr hâve his 
course.

The States armv is removed this last night to Rumenam, a place betwene the ryvers 
of Demere and Boymer, which falleth into th’other about Machlin. Campen is rendred 
up to the States of Guelders, who are in hope of like succeas with Deventer.

Yper in Flanders was on sonday morning last surprised of the Gantois, by this stra
tagème : they had conveyed into the towne, a daye or two before, thirly or fourly soul- 
diers, which were secretly lodged in a bouse not farr from the gâte. Of theis five or six 
disguised liired a wagon to goe fourthe of the towne, and, as they issued out of the gâte, 
found meane to plucke out the pynne which fasleneth the axelltree to the wagon, by 
occasyon whereof the horses drewe awaie the fore wheles, leaving the rest behind them, 
and, whilest they were occupied in bringing backe the horses and redressing the wagon, 
the souldiers within flockt about the gâte, gevinga signe to one Monsieur d’Ask, lyeng 
hard without the towne in ambushe with tw'o companies of horse and three of fotemen, 
who, approching to the gâte, possessed by those men he had within, entred the towne, 
and by the helpe of certaine burgers became easilie master thereof, and, having pro- 
vided for the sure guarde of the same, apprehended suche as were speciallie suspect 
and caryed them prysoners to Gand, which towne hathe nowre the other Three Mem- 
bers of Flanders at lier dévotion.
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Gabreell Corbelone is said to be arryved in Luxemburg \vith 4,000 Spa[niards] and 

Italiens footemen and S00 horse.
La Motte hathe wrylten to tbe Four Members of Flaunders to send a deputie unto 

him, with whom he may communicate lliat which Alpheran hathe treated with him in 
lhe naine of the Duke d’Alençon,

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMlUXXV.

Sommer s à lord Cobham et à IValsingham.
( B r u x e l l e s ,  26 j u i l l e t  1678.)

II s’est arrêté à Bruxelles pour conférer avec Champagney. — Celui-ci recommande l’étroite alliance 
de la reine d’Angleterre et de l’Empereur pour éloigner les Français.

It may please Your good Lordships. I hâve delivered your le tiers of credit to ye 
personage to whome yow wrote in this lowne. He acceptelh of bol h verv courleously 
with offer of service and of acquitiall in y . . .  may. The diversitie of opinions and affec
tions amonge this people in this action, the jalousie and suspicion one of another of ye 
greatest . . . ,  their dissimulation, and not one of them ail knowingeye state of this eon- 
irie, maketh him to doubt what advise to take but lliat, what pe . . . .  opinion men may 
bave of him, he wisheth that ye King of Spaine might be pacified and that he might 
see this contrie in bis former state; clere our nation (without ye which it coold not be) 
and ye King to hâve ye dew obedience he oght to hâve, as a matter most agreinge to 
reason and nature. But . . . .  conclusion, whilest thinges stande in lhese termes, Don 
Juan stronge . . . .  résolut on his part, and lhese folke so devided in affection, and not 
one of them knowinge truely their owne State, and ye contrie so spoyled as ye world 
may see, he saw apparanlly this contrie lost from ye King of Spaine; for, if Don Juan 
lost ye battel, lhen is it without recoverie. If he w in . . . .  overthrow this side, it is lost 
also. For they, consideringe ye favour he . . .  towardes ye Frenche, they vvil as of neces- 
sitie joyne with him, who wil not fayle them, to make his profit of it ; for that nation is 
not easely removed where it getleth once good footinges and partie, and so, in short 
time, will possesse ye whole, and tlien farewell ye King of Spaine, of which alteration
and usurpinge lie and ail other good patriois oght to lament. And how' nere tha t.........
touche ye Queens Majestie and ye State of Engelande, Her H[ighness] and Your Lord-
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ships can wel consider. After this longe speache, I asked him if he had no better opinion 
of Monsieurs protestation to corne onely for their ayde against ye spanishe tyrannie for 
ye benefit of this contrie, whereof he began alredy lo make some démonstration by 
takinge Maubuge and thereby (ye) rendringe of Soigny (vvhich lhey say are now in ye 
States bandes) and throwinge himself with so smal companie into their armes. He said 
that it shold not make him change his opinion of him, nor of his meaninge. And here 
he made a longe discours what benefit shold hereby grow to ye Crowne of France ; 
th’enlarginge of it so easely ; the King wilhout children or likely to hâve any; this 
mans great honor to compasse such thinges against his expected time to be kinge, 
never thereafter to be in any doubt of ye King of Spaine or any other prince; that this 
asseureth ye F[rench K[ing] at home on peace ; the men of warre and dangerous per- 
sons of Fr[ance] ail tourned this way in this action; ail ye yonge nobilitie folovv Mon
sieur, and such like grevous to him to see. Of thèse and other thinges he said he was 
about sondry limes to bave written to Her Majestie, lioping that Her Majestie wold bave 
considération of it, if his ielters might hâve that credit with her, as he unfainedly did 
honor her and meant ail good to her prosperitie. But, when he considered the danger 
of ye way, ye jalousie of ye world and ye evil opinion that some had of him, he did 
forbeare.

Here I toke occasion to move him in ye other poinct, viz. that Your Lordships 
understode of his desire lo talke with yow in matters of weight, which he wold not write 
and might safely impart them to me. He said that he remembred no such motion, but 
that, if he had any such intention, it was to advise Her Majestie to send a person of 
credit to ye Emperour to lay before him how much ye losse of lhese contries from ye 
House of Austria touched him, both in interest, in succession and also in safetie of 
other Estâtes abrode, and that therefore (ye malter touchinge also so nerely ye State 
of Englande) ye Emperour and Her Majestie wold joyne together earnestly in defence 
of it against ye Fr[ench] to ye behofe of ye House of Austria : which, he said, was ye 
onely way to save it.

I told him how earnest Your Lordships had bin with ye Emperours ambassadour 
here and had layed many reasons before him lo that effect, and also moved him as 
earnestly to deale with Don Juan and to lay before him ye présent hard termes he 
standeth in, agréable to his speaches : who, althogh he offred lo employ his owne per
son by goinge to him, yet were there some difficulties that stayed him awhyle. He said, 
that Don Juan was résolut, as he thoght, and therefore it wold prevaile litle to deale 
with him, but that ye other was ye onely way, and that was it which he wold so gladly 
hâve written to Her Majestie or conferred in with Your Lordships.

I said that, when Don Juan was ye stronger in field, he spake then loude, but, now 
that this side is ye stronger, he wold perhaps be advised by such reasons as may be
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iayed before him. He answered that, thogh he wold do so, yet it wold aske a good time, 
and that in ye meane time ye Fr[ench] advance and pursue his intention, wbat shold 
such treatie prevaile with Don Juan. J sayd he might he satisfyed for his charges and 
hâve some retvard to his likinge. That wil he never doe, sayeth he, for he loketh for 
better.

I told him what answere ye States had made to Your Lordships propositions tou- 
chinge peaee : he said that indede there was no way of suretie but by Don Juan reti- 
ringe, which was very hard to doe, unlesse other conditions might he propounded to his 
likinge, whereof he heard nothinge.

Thus, beinge interrupted, I left him, he prayinge me to speake with him at my 
retourne, and then he wold answere Your Lordships lettre.

(British Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2* partie, n° 105.)

MMMMXXVI.
Sommers a lord Cobham et à Walsingham. (F ra g m e n t )

(27 JUILLET 1378.)

Conférence avec le duc d’Alençon à Itlons.

......... That he W'as very glad to understande of Her Majesties honorable dealinge for
ye weale of these contries, and that he, meaninge ye like, sent a gentleman of his Le 
Vray to Her Majestie, to tell her that he wold also sende his deputies to conferre with 
Her Majesties ambassadours and to let her understande his intention in this matter; 
but, for that he saw cause to corne hither soner then he thoght to hâve done, he 
deferred to sende til he came himself to Monts. And, for that he was not fuliy agreed 
with ye States, he stayed a litle ye longer from sendinge until he might send some per- 
sons of credit, both to conclude with ye States and also to négociât with Her Majesties 
ambassadours. And for that purpose halh nowr sent thither Monsieur de Bussy d’Am- 
boise, Henfuille and Montdoulcet. And therefore desired Her Majestie and her ambas
sadours not to mislike, if he stayed somewhat ye longer in sendinge his deputies then 
they loked for.

And also to his promise to doe nothinge without Her Majesties knoledge, he said 
that at that time he was in good tvay of accord with ye States : which beinge since
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somewhat put backe, and he as yet not throghly agreed with them, he coold not adver- 
tise Her Majestie of any thinge of his doinge, nor in dede had as yet done any thinge, 
nor meaneth to doe any thinge til he be fully agreed to ye States.

Here, he makinge some pause, 1 lold him that Her Majestie understood by other, 
and not by him, of his entrie into this contrie to Monts, of his ayde to besege and to 
take certaine places heald by the Spaniardes, that he had broght in some of his forces, 
and the rest at hand to be here very sone, and of his acceptinge ye States offers : of 
ail which, by his promise, Her Majestie expected to hâve been advertised.

He answered that he, hearinge that ye Spaniardes had taken divers places nere 
unto this towne of Monts, whith greally troubled ye contrie and held ye towne very 
subject, ye season of ye yere to passe away, harvest time now in hande, and ye corne 
readie to be carryed away or spoiled of ye enemie unlesse it were spedely foresene, he 
thougt righte to hasten ye sommer hither, and so, by takinge of certaine places and 
puttinge backe ye enemie, to open ye passages to this towne and to give ye people 
meanes to live ye better : wherein some of his soldiers were imployed, but not by his 
authoritie so as in dede he hath yet done nothinge in effect.

And, as touchinge any jalousie that may be conceived of his Corning hither to impa
tronisé himself of this contrie, and of Her Majesties protestation to ye King his brother 
and him in ye case to oppose herself, he trusteth that Her Majestie hath better opinion 
of him then to suspect any such thinge. For if he meanl so, he wold hâve corne hither 
in other sort and used himself otherwyse; nelher wouid he bave dealt with ye States as 
he hath done, not meaninge to wonde his réputation so farre as to doe any sueh thinge, 
nor to deserve Her Majesties disgrâce. For he trusteth that Her Majestie hath had so 
longe and good opinion of his sinceritie towardes her, as she wil not now change her 
minde, and besides that he doeth acknowledge how muche he hath bin bound to Her 
Majestie for her favour towarde him in his neeessitie, and therfore wold be sory to 
offend Her Majestie, prayinge her to continew her favour towarde him.

As touchinge ye sendinge of any of his to Don Juan to doe office of amitié before 
his procedinge to acts of hostilitie, he said that, if he had so done, it might hâve given 
Don Juan and other that are jalous, occasion to suspect him ye more of intelligence 
betwixt them ; and therefore hath not thought good to sende to him.

1 told him that it might appeare very wel that ye States were willing to hâve peace 
and desired nothinge more, as appeareth by their aunswere to Her Majesties ambassa- 
dours, but wold gladly hâve such answere as might be safe for them, which they much 
feared coold hardely be done, seinge he hath so oft deceived them and beareth now 
greater.... towardes them then he did before. He said that Dampmartin had told him 
somewhat of it, but that he had forgolten il. There I told him the substance of the 
answere. He answered that he coold not blâme them, if they mistrusted ye Spaniardes
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and did therefore require to hâve them retired, before they wold agréé to peace, and that 
he had heard mueh in France of ye spanish doinges in tins contrie, but that, since his 
comminge hither, he had heard more of their doings then hewold hâve wel beleved.

Ile prayed ye ambassadours to stay a whyle, if they saw any cause so to doe, uppon 
his ministers conférence with ye States and them , and that he had alredy commanded 
his deputies to impart to them ail their doinges and his intention, yet wold he now 
againe give them new charge lherein : besechinge very humbly Her Majestie to con
tinue her good and accuslomed favour towardes him as to her mosl affeclionat servant.

Here I told him that Her Majeslies ambassadours had entreated ye Empereurs 
ambassador to resort to Don Juan, to lay before him both ye States ansvvere to them 
and to him and their owne opinions, with large discours how much it imported Don 
Juan to corne to a peace, and that ye said ambassador was then on ye way. He com- 
mended very much ye Queens Majesties care of tliis contrie, for the which they were 
muche bounde to her, and also ye ambassadors diligence.

(.Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4 ; Brit. Museum, Galba, C. VI,
2e partie, n“ 108.)

MiMMMXXVII.

Le duc Casimir à Davison.
(ZüTPHEN, 27 JUILLET 1578.)

Réclamation au sujet des sommes promises aux reitres.

Monsieur d’Avidson, J’eusse grandement désiré qu’eussiez pris la peine de venir 
en personne, selon la promesse que m’avez faict par letres et de bouche par le Sr de 
Künigsloe, pour conférer avec vous-mesmes sur plusieurs choses que ne se peuvent 
bonnement escrire. Mais, ayant entendu par vos lettres que vos occupations ne l’ont 
pas permis, je n’ay voulu obmettre de vous escrire la présente, pour vous advertir qu’il 
en faut six mille deux cents florins que la somme de vingt mille livres ne soit com- 
plette. Ce défaut m’importe beaucoup pour ce que les Estats, ayans retenus derrière 
eux douze mille huit cents florins qu’ils avoycnl avancés pour la levée du sr d’Hargen- 
lieu, je me trouve court à fournir les sommes qu’il me convient fournir. Parlant vous 
prie tenir la bonne main à ce qu’icelle somme de six mille deux cens florins soit, selon 
la promesse et obligation qu’en ha donné le sr Jacques d’Afïhtisen, délivrée au plus tost 
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audit sr d’Hargenlieu, lequel j ’ay assigné sur icelle partie, et luy ay mis en main ladite 
obligation.

Au surplus, il mancque au Nachlgelt la somme environ de cinquante-sept mille flo
rins, moynnoye d’Allemaigne,sans laquelle mes reistres font difficulté de marcher plus 
oultre, d’aultant que c'est une coustume de toute anciennité que ledit Nachlgelt se paye 
mesmes avant le premier mois. Toutefois je feiray tout ce que me sera possible pour 
faire advancer mesdicts reitres, soubs l’espérance que j ’ay que les Estats-Généraulx 
pourvoyeront à ce que je reçoive ladite somme au plus lost, et que vous de vostre part 
vous employerez volontier à cela, dont je vous en prie bien fort. Vous asseurant que je 
le recognoisleray d’aussi bon cœur que je prie Dieu, Monsieur d’Avidson, vous tenir 
en sa garde.

De Zutphen, ce 27 de juillet 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMMXXVIII.

Quittance délivrée par le trésorier des Etats-généraux.
(Ü7 JUILLET io78.)

Sommes destinées au payement des Anglais des régiments de Norris et de Cavendish.

Je, Thiéry vander Beken, trésorier des guerres de Mess'8 les Estats-Généraulx des 
Pays-Bas, confesse avoir receu de Monsr l’ambassadeur d’Engleterre Davison, la somme 
de trente mil livres, du pris de quarante gros monnoye de Flandres la livre, qu’il m’a 
baillé et délivré comptant, pour en faire payement aux compaignies d’infanterie angloys 
estans au service de Messr* desdicts Estats-Généraulx, soubs les régiments des eouron- 
nels Noryls et Cavendich, de laquelle somme de xxxm liv. dudict pris je suys content. 
Promectant d’en rendre bon et léal compte à mesdicts SrS des Estats, ainsi qu’il appar
tiendra.

Tesmoing mon nom et seing manuel cy-mis le xxvue jour de juillet XVe soixante dix- 
liuyt.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMMXXIX.

Lord Cobham et fValsingham aux lords du Conseil Privé.
( 2 8  j u i l l e t  1 8 7 8 ?)

Voyage de M. Sommers à Mons; sa conférence avec Champagney. — Progrès du parti du duc 
d’Alençon. — Ambassades du pape et des princes d’Italie pour le dissuader de traiter avec les 
Etats. — Ses forces; sa lettre au duc Casimir. — Négociation de l’ambassadeur de l’Empereur avec 
don Juan.

It maye please Your Lordships to understande that, seinge great délayé used by the 
Duke d’Alençon in sendinge of his minislers hither according to the States request, we 
thought it meete, for the hasteninge of the matter and to learne whether his ministers 
had dealt syncerly with us in recomendinge unlo him the peace accordinge to our 
request, and more over to discover how him self was affected to the same, to send 
Mr Somers unto him. Wherin to the end Your Lordships maye know howe we pro- 
ceaded, we hâve sent youe the coppie aswell of Mr Somers instructions as of suche 
answere as lie hathe brought with him.

And being given to understande, before his dispatche frome us, that Monsieur Cliam- 
pigny, a man very dangerous to lliis State and so discovered aswell for practise here 
within the contry as abrode with forreyne princes by meanes of his discourses, who 
remaynethe at Bruxelles, was very desirous to speake with us, we thought good that 
Mr Somers, in his waye to Montes, passing through Bruxelles, should speake with him, 
and to that purpose wrole a letter of credit unto him, prayinge him to comunicate unto 
him that that he had to say unto us, with whome hc might deale as franckly as with 
our selves. And, for that we thincke the speeche that passed from Champigny, is fit to 
beknowen by Your Lordships, we thought good to send youe a copie of the letter we 
receaved from Mr Somers, contayninge the same, by which letter Your Lordships maye 
perceave the great doubt that Champigny hathe of the alienation of the contries from 
the King of Spaync by reason of the french dealinges, which is not only his opinion 
but the opinion of the wysest men here and best affected to the spanishe goverment, 
who see no waye to preserve the same but eylher by Don Juans withdrawinge himself 
oui of the contries or els Her Majesly to receave them into ber protection and to res- 
tore them afterwardes to the King of Spayne, uppon suche conditions as Her Majesty 
shall see most expedient for the continuance of these contries in theire ancient forme of
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goverment and th’enjoyinge of theire privilèges. The state of lheire affaires here beinge 
suche, we are dayly pressed to know Her Majesties resolution, what course shee will take 
for the benelit of these contries : by some uppon a good raeaninge, beinge greatly devoted 
to Hcr Majesty; others tbat are affected lo the French and desirous tofeele our myndes in 
that behalfjlo the end tbat, if they mighl drawe from us tliat Her Majesty meanethe to hâve 
no furtber dealingein these causes, they might tben so give itout unto the people (who 
are greatly affected to Her Majesty and dépend of her favor and can in no wyse dis- 
gest the comminge in of the French), thincking that by laying before them the neces- 
sitie of the protection of some forreyne prince and Her Majesties indisposition to imbrace 
theire defence as the necessitie of theire cause requirethe, they may the better drawe 
them to a lykinge of Monsieur d’Alençons cominge. To prevent theire intentions and to 
worke a countermyne against them, we put them in mynde of Her Majesties former 
goodnes in yelding them support of money and in bringinge in Duke Casimir into this 
eonlry for theire defence. W e put them also in comfort that, as she hathe not hitherto 
abandoned them, so she meanethe not to withdraw her gratious favor from them, and 
that we hope shortly to receave some suche answere as shalbe to theire contentment, 
pereeavinge playnly that, accordingly as shall appeare by Her Majestie’s answere that 
she is inclyned eyther to continue or withdrawe her favour from them, so are they here 
to resolve eyther to accept or refuse the french partie, or at the least not to use theire 
assistance otherwyse then to receave good therby, without givinge them any footinge in 
the contry otherwyse then a few townes of retraict. These thinges considered, our hope 
is that Her Majesty and Your Lordships, seing the great mischeife that shoulde ensue 
by suffringe the French to possesse these contries, will take such order therin as shalbe 
agréable bothe for her honnour and safty. The credit of the French, by reason of reco- 
veringe of certeyne townes in the province of Haynault helcl by Don Juan, wherofYour 
Lordships shalbe more particulerly informed by Her Majesties agent, beginnethe to 
grow here very muche and draweth the lyking of the people towardes them. Monsieur 
remaynethe still at Montes, vvliere resort unto him sondry princes ambassadours oui 
of Italy, as from the Pope, the Venetians, the Duke of Savoy, the Duke of Florence, the 
Duke of Ferrara, lo disswade him from the assistance of the States. There is also sent 
unto him from the King his brother Monsieur Bellièvre to the same purpose in out- 
ward shew, but under hand to discover how the people here are inclyned to Monsieur 
and what successe his desseinges in these [countries] are lyke to take, that uppon infor
mation therof the King maye resolve what course to holde in these Lowe-Contry causes.

Monsieur seekethe by ail the meanes lie maye to recover Duke Casimirs good 
opinion and to remove the jalousie he maye perhapes conceave of his proceading in 
these contry causes, and to that purpose sent of late a gentleman of the religion, one 
Beaujeu, with a lelter unto him, werof we send Your Lordships a coppie.
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By a ietter writlen by La Now from the french frontiers, who is dayly looked for 

here, it appearethe that Monsieurs forces, when lhey were ail assembled, wilbe very 
great.

Th’Emperours anibassadour, bavinge steyed longe for Don Juans salf-conduct, is this 
daye dcparted from hence towardes him, he beinge presently at Lovaine, whome we 
thought good before bis departure lo accpiaynt with suche argumentes as we thought 
might best serve to perswade Don Juan to give eare lo a peace and lo witbdrawe him 
self ont of these contries : (he copie wherof and his answere to the same we send Your 
Lordships.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

MIMMXXX.

W illiam Davison an docteur Wilson.
( A n v e r s ,  2S j u i l l e t  1S78.)

Nouvelles diverses. — Le duc Casimir est encore en Gueldre.

Sir, I Write the more seldome to Your Honour since the cominge overof My Lordes 
byeause you maye dailye understande from them asmuche as doth occurre.

The Duke d’AIençons arrivall at Mounts is the matter which doth for the présent 
moste trowble th’opinions here, the States and country beinge generallie, reserving the 
Ilenuyers, as unwilling to accept him as fearefull lo rejecte him; and whither were better 
and less daungerous is surely a question very harde to discusse, considering the circum- 
stances on th’one side and olher. But of this matter I thinke Your Honour shalbe fully 
satisfiedfrom My Lordes. His letlers of insinuation are plen tifulïy dcalte ail the country 
over.The copie of that he wrole laste to the States, 1 do herewilh sende you, by the which 
maye partly be gessid what objecte he hathe. The regymentes of Roehepot andCombell 
are upon the fronder, from whence lhey hâve written lo the States to sende them comis- 
saries to pass there musters; the reste do followe à la [de. La Noue is said to be arrivid at 
Mounts and is lokid for here this night or to morowe, to take the charge of mareschall 
of the States army, wherin is presently 8,000 horscand 0 or 10,000 fotemen encamped 
betwene the two rivers callid (lie litle and great ISethe, a mile beyondeLyer. The Duke 
Cassimire hath not yet endid his musters in Gueldres, so as il wilbe towardes th’ende 
of the nexte weke er he corne into Brabant. Both th’enemyc and the States seme resol-
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vit! to fîght, ihoughe some thinke it filter for many respectes that this side shoulde 
rather deferre then hazarde the battaile, wherin the counsaile of th’one side and otlier 
is subjecte to the divers accidentes and advantages of warre, and the success to the wiil 
of him that is God of armyes.

I can wrile nothing els that Your Honour shall not understande from others, and 
therfore do heare leave any farther to trowble you, moste humbly taking my leave.

Antwarpe, the 28 of julye 1578.
Postscript. The difficullie made to give Spinola and Palavicino contentement for there 

bandes doth verie muche touch the credit of Her Majesties procurations and préjudice 
the service of the States, wherof 1 besiche Your Honour to hâve considération and fur- 
ther there satisfaction ail that you maye.

(.Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 4.)

6 5 4

MMMMXXXI.

Conférence de lord Cobham et de Walsingham avec l’ambassadeur
de l’Empereur.

( A n v e r s ,  2S j d i l l e t  1578.)

Diverses considérations doivent porter don Juan à conclure la paix et à se retirer des Pays-Bas. — 
Médiation désintéressée de la reine d’Angleterre. — D’autres propositions ont été adressées à 
l’Empereur, qui les a repoussées. — Danger de voir les Pays-Bas se constituer en république.

W e declared unto th’ambassador that great hope was conceaved by men of judg- 
ment (and were desirous to hâve these contries restored to theire ancient quietnes and 
repose) that his repayr to Don Juan, at this tyme that lie maye se what trayn the frenche 
proceadinge takethe, cannot but be with good effect, beinge apparant to ail men of under- 
standing that this contry wilbe alienated from the King’s goverment, unlesse he do out 
of hande take some order in that behalf by growinge to a peace and withdrawing him- 
selfout of the contry.

W e prayed him, at the tyme of his accesse to Don Juan, to let him understande our 
earnest travayle with the States in perswadinge them to growe to some good composi- 
cion, by layinge before them the sondry myscheifs and perillous conséquence that 
woulde ensue by the continuance of these civill warres.

That we finde notwithstandinge by the comfort that they take by the late cominge of
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the Freneh, that, unlesse Don Juan can be contenl lo withdraw himself out of the 
contrye, aceordingly as is contayned in theire answere given unto us, that they hâve put 
on a playne resolucion to sliakc off the King’s goverment and to change theire master.

That we see that nothinge halhe done more harme to the King of Spayne then the 
jalousie which he hathe had of the Queen’s Majesties mediacion of award betweene 
him and his subjects, and hathe ben the only impediment that he hathe not taken 
proffit of her counsell, wherby thèse contries are presently reduced to termes of great 
extremitie.

We protested unto him :
That Her Majesty never affected any part of these contries for herself;
That Her Majesty never desired, nor dolhe desire alienac[i]on of these contries from 

the King of Spain ;
That Her Majesty halhe from tyme to tyme with ail syncerytie advanced the peace 

and dothe presently affect nothinge more beinge the principali cause of her sendinge of 
us hither;

That the support that Her Majesty hathe given to the States, eyther of money or 
otherwyse, was never to other ende but to keepe them from the Frenche and to mayn- 
teyne them in theire liberties under the King’s obedience;

That therefore Her Majestie hathe great wronge that eyther the King or Don Juan 
or other his ministers shoulde conceive a jalous opinion of her that hathe never dealt 
but most frendly and honorably towards them ;

That Her Majestie gave us expresse commaundement, in case we shoulde finde that 
Don Juan shoulde lyke of her mediacion, of an accorde uppon suche condicions as we 
shoulde finde the States inclynable to receave, for that in former tymes it hathe appeared 
he hathe made small accoumpt therof, that in case we shoulde repayre unto him and con
ferre with him in that behalf, havinge to that purpose letteres of creance directed unto him, 
bothe from Her Majestie and the King’s ambassador resident in Englande, from whome 
if we shall understande by his meanes that he is better inclyned then heretofore he 
hathe ben to take profyte of Her Majesties frendly and honorable offer, we will not 
fayle to make our repayre unto him, aceording to suche direccion and order, as we hâve 
receaved from Her Majestie in that behalf.

And, for that he was presently to repayre to Don Juan, we thought good to let him 
understande our opinion what we thought woulde become of this contry, unlesse he 
might be perswaded to take some better waye of counsell then hitherto he hath donne, 
and so declared unto him that, the more we did looke into the présente state of things 
here, the more desperate termes we sawe them growinge unto ; and, to make it more 
apparant unto him, we desired him lo consider with us the disposicion of this people of 
these Lowe-Contries, the naturali strength of the contry, the invincible force of theire
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townes by fortificacion, theire weallh and abilitie lo mayntayne a warre défensive and 
the late entringe of Duke d’Anjou into the accion under lhe eoulor of assistinge them, 
which things beinge represented and layd before Don Juan, lie might therby appa- 
rantly see that,unlesse he did presently withdrawe himself, these contries wilbe utterly 
lost and alienaled from the King of Spaines govennent : for proofe of the matter, we 
prayed hini to enter into due consideracion with us and examinacion of the particuler 
poynts above mencioned.

And first we saide that, if he looked wcll into the disposicion of the people, yt shoulde 
then appeare unlo him that tliey are growen to so great a hatred of the spanishe gover- 
ment in respect of the great extrémité which tliey hâve susteyned bolhe in theire per- 
sons and goods, as, rather then tliey will retorne unto lhe same, they will hazarde any 
fortune and yelde themselves lo the proteccion of any other prince that wilbe content 
to receave them.

Touchinge the naturali strenglhe of the contry, if the provinces of Hollande, Zelande 
and Flanders, which are three of the principali, were looked into, he should see them 
to be so fortified by nature, what by the sea and fresh rivers, the accesse unto them so 
harde, and the same by a fewe maye be defended against great nombers, yt would 
appere that it woulde be a harde peece of worke to invade them and more harde to 
conquer them.

And, as for the townes, we saide that, not only in these provinces, but also in divers 
of the rest, they were brought to that strenghth by late fortificacions as the conquest of 
takinge one of them woulde cost a yeres travayle, with the Iiazard of many mens lyves, 
and th’expense of infinite treasure, wherof botlie the Governors, Don Juans predeces- 
sors, had made triall especially at Harlem, as also he himself, havinge, with th’expense 
of a million of crownes at least, taken but one towne of importance, and that rather by 
intelligence.

That, touchinge theire wealthe and habililie, the people beinge of themselves indus- 
trious, the contry frutefull, the trafficque by see open and free, and the cause itself 
which they defende plausible, there was no doubt that, as there lacked no habilitie in 
them, so there should lacke no good will to sacrifice theire lives for lhe mayntenance 
therof, the quarrell being for libertic.

That touchinge the Duke d’Anjous enlry into the accion. though perhapps the King 
of Spayne might be borne in hande, eyther that ail is donne for his ayde or at least 
that lhe saide Duke shall not be able to goe through without the King his brolhers 
assistance, who is lynked in so perfect amitié with the King of Spayne as he will not 
only forbeare to assist him, but also do what he canne to impeache him : yet, if the 
fr[ench] proceadings uppon lyke advantages be duly eonsidered, the great benefit the 
King shall receave to bave his brother devided from him, his competiter the King of
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Spain weakened by lhe losse of theise conlries, the Crowne of France made the more 
stronge and puissant by the adjoyninge of the same, the conveiinge of the warres out of 
his owne contrie into another, so mitche to bis proflît and lhe ridding of bis owne 
dominions of martiall men, yt slioulde tlien appere lhat, whalsoever the said King 
bathe protested unto the King of Spayne, yet it is not lykely that he will loose suche an 
advanlage, aecompanied wilh so many eomodities, when he shall see that, by possessing 
of these contries, the said King of Spayne shall hâve rallier will then power to be 
revenged of him.

Besides we lold him that Don Juan was to consider that the Queen’s Majestic our 
mistress, beinge interessed in the defence of the liberties of these contries, as she bathe 
alreadie yelded assistance of money and for lheire support drawen Duke Casimir hilher, 
so she will not abandon thern, but yeld ail the assistance she maye, accordingly as she 
bathe protested unto the Kingof Sp[ain] himself and suche as hâve ben lhe Governors 
of the contrie before him.

That if, notwithstandinge these playne demonstracions which threten lhe losse 
and alienacion of these contries, he shoulde finde that Don Juan did conceave with 
himself lhat, in case he should retyre, accordingly as is propounded by the States, first it 
would be dishonorable for him to retyre and leave th’ennemy in the field without 
fightinge. Secondarylie that, by withdrawing himself out of the contry, he shoulde put 
in hazard the danger of the losse of the same. Thirdly that he halhe no commission to 
withdrawe himself in that sort that is propounded. Fowrthly that, if he withdrawe him
self, it is to be doubted that the Frenche will possesse the conlries, liavinge an army in 
the same. These objeccions in our opinions might then be thus answered that, tou- 
ebinge the dishonor, yf the victory were not uncertayne and the losse of the contries 
dependinge uppon lhe losse of the batlayle, honor were then to be sloode uppon, but, 
lhe same beinge joyned wilh so great perrill, Don Juan is to consider whether the 
smoke of honour be to be preferred before the conservacion of the conlrye, seinge that 
thereuppon dependethe not only lhe losse of the said contries, but also the hazarde of 
puttinge in perrill the rest of his dominions, thaï lydispersed in Italy, where lhere rei- 
gnethe no lesse discontenlment among lhe subjeets then in tliis contry, and therefore 
no doubt of it are lyke to receave great encouragement by lhe successe and trayne that 
things do take here to attempt lykc innovacion. That, touchinge the doubt thaï, by with- 
drawinge himself as is required by lhe States, he shoulde put in hazard the losse of lhe 
contries, lhe same dainger may be easily avoyded by th’enterposinge of the Emperour 
and the Quecn our mistris promisse lhat the States shall continue lheire obedience 
towardes the King of Spayne, wherin if thev shall faile, that then the saide princes shall 
imploye lheire forces to assist the saide King in reducing of them to lhe performance of 
the promised obedience. Besides it is apparant that the people themselves, so tliey may 

T ome X. 83
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enjoye theire liberties and be delivered from forreync governors, hâve no disposicion 
lo withdrawe lhemselves from the Kings obedience. That, as for the not havinge com
mission to withdrawe himself in suchc sort as is propounded, it is not lyke that the 
King, seinge these contries in that exlremily they are, hath not given him large and 
ample authoritie to take that waye of counsell that maye he best for bis service, for 
that il were very perrillous that for lacke of authoritie he slioulde be driven uppon 
every event to send to Spain lo bave the Kings resolucion, the contries heing so farre 
distant and the messengers subjeci to so many dangers ; and that lherefore men of 
judgment cannot but thincke that his power is absolute to do that ahvayes which 
shalhe hy him thouglit to he best for the Kings service, eyther hy sleyinge or withdra- 
wing himself. And lastly that, touching the danger that might growe by leavinge the 
French in the contry, it is évident that the States forces, beinge so great as they are, they 
shalhe able at any tyme to remove them, if not hy perswacion, yet by playne force. So 
that, lo conclude, we finde that ther was no reason why Don Juan, if he lookedeeply 
into the matter, should not withdrawe himself oui of the contries, beinge the only waye 
and meane to préservé the same under the Kings obedience, the loss w'herof, throughe 
bis wilfullnes or passion, would put in bazarde not only the rest of the Kings domi
nions, but also his owne fortune.

Th’ambassador, in answere of this speache, declared unto us : that, as it appeared 
hy our protestacion that the Queens Majestie, in the whole course of her doings in these 
Lowe-Contries, did never seeke any thinge but the mayntenance of theire liberties and 
the conservacion of them under the Kings obedience, havinge no inient to possesse any 
part of the same, so the Emperor his master had dealt wilh the lyke syncerytie; that, 
notwilhstandinge there had ben made many large offers unto him that might hâve 
induced any other prince to hâve given eare lherto : yet suche was the respect he bare 
to the King of Spayne, and the regard he had to do nothinge but that might be agréable 
w'ith honor and justice, as he refused the same to procure bothe the King, Don Juan 
and the States to growe lo some peaceable accorde, considering that neylher the King 
as sovereigne, nor the States as subjects coulde take any proffit by the continuance of 
the warres.

He confessed that, accordinge as we had layde before him, the contry was in great 
perrill to be lost, now that the Fr[ench] had entred into the accion by making them- 
selves a partie, and lliat there was no way to save it, but for Don Juan to withdraw his 
forces according to the request of the States, seing a playne resolucion in them by the 
sondry conférences bothe the Baron Peygner and he had with them, otherwyse not to 
growe to any treatie, but are resolved to seeke an other partie; for, saithe he, if the 
warres continue, and that it shall corne to a day of fight, w'helher he shall wynne or 
loose batlayle, yet the contry is lyke lo be lost. For, if he wynne, then these people,
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beinge doubfull what will become of themselves, will withoiU peradventure tlirowe 
themselves into the frfench] protection, who attendcihc the cvent of the conflict, to 
make bis proffit of theire necessilie. On the other side, if the victory inclyne on the 
States behalf, be sawe them disposed to growe so insolent, as, in steede of rendringe 
obedience to the King, lhey would ercct some new shapen comonwealthe, according as 
the diversitie of theire opinions and fansies should leade them; that, seing so appa- 
rantly the contries in danger of alienacion, lie meant therfore to deale playnly and 
roundly with Don Juan, and to let him understande that the Emperor his master 
dothe see so great perrill lykly to grow by the said alienacion, especially if the saide 
contries shoulde be anncxcd to the Crowne of France, not only to himself as discended 
of the House of Austria, but also to the Empire, wherof lie was bounde to hâve care, as 
he might in no case endure that by Don Juan his willfullnes the said contries should 
be lost, but woulde imploy bolhe his owne forces and the forces of the Empire in case 
he should continue his obstinacy; that, accordinge to our request, he would adverlise 
Don Juan of Her Majesties honorable and frendly care in seekinge to conserve those 
contries under the Kings obedience and to stey the States from goingto farre with the 
Erench, for which purpose we were sent over and would therfore advise him to laye ail 
jalousie apart and thanckfully to use Her Majesties mediacion, wherunlo ifhe shoulde 
(Inde him to inclyne, he would not fade to adverlice us, as also of the whole course of 
his proceading with Don Juan, and how he shall finde him disposed, eyther to the 
continuance of the warres or to growe to a peace; that he had advertised the Emperor 
of Her Majesties honorable course helde in tliis cause of the Lowe-Contryes bysending 
one over at tliis instant, and the benefit that Don Juan might reape therby, if he did 
regard, as he prelcndethe, that which might be most for the Kings benefit and service.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, t. VI; Brit. Museum, Galba, C. VI,
2e partie, n° 112; Harley, 787, n° 95, et 41 H , fol. 97.

MMMMXXXII.

Lord Burleigh à lord Cobham et à fValsingham.
(AUDLEY-ENl), 29 JUILLET do7S.)

Le duc d’Alençon a envoyé M. de Bacqucville en Angleterre. — On assure que le duc d’Alençon 
se vante d’agir d’accord avec Elisabeth ; on n’a rien pu obtenir d’elle en faveur des Etats.

My good Lordes, Sence your last wrytyng, the Queens Majesty hatli bene moved to 
assent to the delyvery of hir bondes to Spinola and Horatio, but no argumentes can yet
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prevayle. She alledgeth, on lhe on syde, lhat it was olherwise agrced, lhat lhe first 
monny to be laken upp by vertew of lhe gréai band of 100,000 liv. shuld be answe- 
rable lo Hir Majesiy, for the xxm sent lo Hamburgh, and the lasl xxm sent lo Anlwerp 
for Cassimyre, and lykwise for \ m delyvered lo the Marquis of Havregh : which she still 
persistelh lhat yow, Mr Walsyngham, did best know. For answer it is sayd by us that 
yow did so remembre the Prince, and yow wer answered that this monny now taken 
upp was so dearely borrowed for meare nécessité lo sett the army to the feld, as ther 
was no reason lo require this monny of them, considcryng it stoode them in xxv liv. 
the j cent, which war, as we saye, an extreme dealyng with the States lo mak them lose 
so much, to serve Hir Majestics purpooss at this tyme; and besyde we laye befor hir 
that which I hâve sayd unto hir, can nol be answered, thaï, if she will at this tyme, yea 
at this instant, in ther most nede, dealc so Itardly with them, they will, yea they must, 
gyve them selves over to the French, and lhan Hir Majesty shall more repent it than 
the loss of j m liv.; yea, she shall lose not only hir monny alredy lent, but also ail 
hir good will shall be buryed, and unkyndnes ravsed upp in the place. It is sayd to 
hir also, by délayé hereof Don Jhon reccaveth comfort, the charges of the States con- 
lynuelh fructless and bordenous without proffitt. Ail this and much more alledged with 
ail manner ofernestnes and importunité, to hir displesant, no answer will be had untill 
she may here what is doone by yow Mr Walsyngham with Monsieur.

Ther ar corne to London, and shall be here to morrow, two gentlemen from Mon
sieur, Sieurs Bacquevile and de Criss, this lattcr zelooss in relligion, the other not mali- 
cious. As 1 here, ther errand is to break ageyn into lhe matter of mariadg, wherof, as I 
heare, the frcnch ambassador here hath bene the cause, uppon some conférence lately 
had with Hir Majesty, to me unknowen. It is sayd also that Monsieur sayth that lie 
hath warrant from Hir Majesty, though to me unknowen, to come thus hastely into the 
Lowe-Conlre, as a thyng that Hir Majesty did allow. W e shall to morrow understand 
more, hut to me this courss is suerly straung. W hat other counsellors know hereof, 
1 am not inquisityve, but I thynk yow, Mr Secrelary, hath by this tyme hard the lyk of 
Monsieur, if any such thyng hath passed.

We hâve much a doo here to bryng Hir Majesty to aceept such offers from the Scot- 
tish Kyng and his nobles, to commilt them selves to lhe protection of Hir Majesty, 
which ail other kings of this reaime hath sought by ail meanes, both fayre and foule, 
and cold never altayn the same.

A straung thyng it is to see Godes goodness, so abundantly offred for Hir Majestics 
suerty, to be so dayntely harkened unto. Yct 1 trust Hir Majesty will not reject such a 
syngular favor of God. I am sorrv to wryte thus uncomforlably to you, but in dede the 
abundance of greff will not suffer my hand to stey.

At this tyme 1 am sure Mr Secretary Wilson doth certify you as much as he can,
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whom 1 fynd very willyng licre to furder tlie expédition of jour affayres, but he fyn- 
deth dry answers, as we also doo.

And thus being bold, for sparyng of wrylyng twise of on maller, being no more 
plesant, to direct this my lelter to you botb, I tak leave, meaning, eontrary to my other 
disposition, to attend bere yet somewhat longar to beate stili uppon the stylhy, untill I 
may se some belter issew of the workes in liand: wishyng you to comfort your selfes, 
as we here do, with a eontentalion of our consciencees to be discharged, hopyng : qnod 
dabit Deus meliora.

From Audley-End, 29 july 1S78.
(Record office, Pup. of Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMMXXXIII .
Le docteur Wilson à Walsingham.

(Addleï- enü, 29 JUILLET 1378.)

Déplorables conséquences des refus d’Elisabeth.

1 can not so wel satisfie yow witb advertisementes to jour likinge as the absence ol 
this bearer wyl turne to your hynderance, and lherfore I doe dispalche hym the more 
speedelie vvithout greate matler.

The Lordes hâve redde My Lordc Cobhams lelters and yours sent by this bearer, 
wliiche they liked wel, as also the Queenes Majestie seemed to be somewhat quickened 
upon the good warnynge yow gave hcr towehyng Monsieur; for, although I did not 
reade the lelter myselfe, yet it pleased Hir Majestie to acquaynte me with that parte 
whiche towehed suspicion and gave cawse of mystruslfulnes.

Nowe, Her Majestie and the hordes are in greate expectation of your dealinges 
with Monsieur, and, as yow makc reaporie, so credite wilbec geaven; for, although 
Monsieur Bacqueville cumme to morowe with the frenshe ambassadour to hâve 
audience, and perhappes wyl tel a fayre taie, yet Her Majestie wylbee wel advised 
by yow, before any f'ull crédit bec geaven or resolution determyned. Yf Monsieur 
showlde playe dowble hande tricke and directe bis doinges contrarie to his protesta
tions, 1 doe feare greatlie wee showlde lhen bec moche to seeke, becawse of our con- 
tynual securitie and carelesse dealinges hetherto. The more favour offered by the States, 
by Monsieur, by Casimire, by the Kynge of Navarre and Prynce of Condey, the greater
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is our négligence and the lesse mynde Lave vve to take lhe benefile of occasion pre- 
sented and layde open before us. Excepte God bave ordeyned by his eternal wyl a 
necessitie and fatal destenie not to bey avoyded, tbynges covvlde not goe as they doe. 
Yf yow knew what care is used to gette the bondes, whiche are not possible as yet to 
bee had, yow woulde saye thaï fatum regit mundum, or rallier that wyl beareth swaye 
insteade of reason.

I offered to deale with the Merchantes for tbere own bonde, wilhout assurance made 
unto tliem, and hoped to gette it, bccawse their gooddes abrode showlde els bee in 
bazarde of spoylynge, and their trade overtbrowen ; but I cowlde not bee suffered to 
goe, nor to deale at al.

God ayde our most graciouse Soverayne in this extreme dangerowse worlde; and, 
witli this prayer, 1 doe wyshe unto My Lord Cobbam and yow al good successe in tliese 
your weightie affayres.

Frome the Cowrte at Awdeley-Ende, this 29 of Julie 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMMXXX1V

fValsingham au comte de Leicester.
( A n v e r s ,  29 j u i l l e t  1578.)

II craint que le duc d’Alençon, en renouvelant la négociation du mariage, ne cherche à s’assurer 
la conquête des Pays-Bas. — Le marquis d’Havré se déclare en faveur du duc d’Alençon.

My verry good Lord, 1 thought good in ibis letter aparté to let Your Lordship under- 
stande howe sorrye I am to see lier Majestye entre into a newe dealyng with Monsignor 
for maryage, seing yt apparent yt he interleynethe ber at this présent only to abbuse 
her, therby to wyn ber the betler to disjeast bis proeeadynges beere. I see no remedye 
but that lie is lykely to carrye awaye thés contreyes. Emongsl otbers, 1 fynde the Mar
ques greatly estraynged, and, as yt is secretly towld me, botbc lie and the Duke bis 
brother wrote unto Monsieur to rr.ake his repeyre liether, promysyng him ail servyce; 
but 1 woold be lothe as yet to be awthor of this. To saye the trewthe, we can not in
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reason blâme him for what wyse man wyll suflrc his esiate lo defende on uncer- 
teyntyes.

And so, most hnmbly (akyng my leave, I commyl you to Gods protcctyon.
At Anlwerpe, lhe xxix111 of julye, anno 1578.

(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 53.)

MMMMXXXV.

IValsinqhant à lord Burleigh.
( A n v e r s ,  29 j u i l l e t  1578.)

Par l’ordre d’Élisabeth, il se rendra à Mons près du duc d’Alençon ; mais il n’y recevra sans doute
que de fallacieuses protestations,

My verry good Lord, By lhe coppyes of the Ietter dyrected unto My Lordes and 
Duke d’Anjowes awntswer made to Mr Sommers, Your Lordship may see lhe coorse 
of owre proceadynges heere. By Her Majestyes order, I am commaunded to repeyre to 
Mountes to Monsieur, where I sliall receyve some florishes of great good wyll borne 
to Her Majestye, to make Her Majeslye the les to suspect his intenlyons for thés con- 
trys. Afler my retorne from him, seing no hope to doe good heer, and lhat we begyn 
to growe in contempt (thowghe the people here hope well styll in Her Majestye), we 
mean to make owre repeyre homewarde, wher we are geven to understande lhat we 
shall receyve a verry harde welcome. Thowghe yt be a great greefe for us to receyve 
so harde measure, yet for Her Majesties owne sake we are chefely sorrye to see her 
deale so unkyndely with thos that serve her faylhefully. And so beseeching Your 
Lordship to accept thés fewe lynes in good parle, being wrytten by an indysposed 
bodye, but a more indysposed mynde, I most humbly take my leave.

At Anlwerpe, the xxix,h of julye, anno 1578.
{Record office, Papers of Holland, vol. 4.)
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MMMMXXXVI.

Walsingham à  Christophe Halton.
(29 J U I L L E T  1578.)

Plaintes.
Sir, I most hearlily thank you for lelting me understand by Mr. Tremayne the causes 

whereon hath grown her Majesly’s offence. And, ihough I hope I shall be able suffî- 
eienlly to satisfy her at my return, yet in (lie mean time it is an intolérable grief unto 
me to receive so liard measure at Her Majesty’s hands, as if I were some notorious 
offender. Surely, Sir, it standeth not wilh Her Majesly’s safety to deal so unkindly with 
those that serve ber faithfully. Tbere is a différence between serving with a cheerful 
and languishing mind. If there hath lacked in us either care, faithfulness or diligence, 
lhen were we worthy of blâme. It is very liard to judge there (without understanding 
ail necessary circumstances) what is lit to be done here. When our doings shall corne 
to examination, I hope the greatest fault we may be charged withal, is that we hâve 
had more regard to Her Majesty’s honour and safety than to her treasure, wherein we 
bave dealt no worse with her than with ourselves, having for lier service sake engaged 
ourselves £  5000 thick : which doing of ours, bcing offensively taken, doth make the 
burlhen the heavier. Thus, Sir, you sce, as my good friend, I am bound to open unto 
you my grief. For our proceedings here, I refer you to the letters directed to my Lords. 
And so, with most hearty thanks for your faithful, friendly dealing lowards me, I commit 
you to God’s good keeping. Written with a weary hand and a wounded mind.

At Antwerp, the 29th of july 1578.
(Publié par M. Harris N icolas, Life o f sir Christophe Halton, p. 75 )

MMMMXXXVIL

fValsingham à Thomas Randolph.
( A n v e r s ,  29 j u i l l e t  1578.)

On lui dit qu’il sera jugé et peut-être pendu à son retour en Angleterre. — Son désir
de se retirer des affaires.

My wyfe your neece lellethe me that I am greally behowlding unto you for your 
frendely dealyng towardes me in my absence, and liallie geven me expresse charge to
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be ihankefull for lhe same. Wliat credyl she hathe wilb me, you and Captain Cock- 
bourn knowe, and iberfor I dare doe no otber but tbanke you liowe so ever you bave 
dcscrvcd tbe same. Yt is geven owt, bothe ther and bere, that we sball be hanged at 
owre retorne, so yll bave we bcbaved owre selves beere. Tbe woorst is, I hope, \ve 
sball enjoye owre ordenary tryail, My Lord to be tryed by his peeres, and myselfe by a 
jurye of Myddlesex. The most haynuse matter they can charg us with, is tbat we hâve 
had more regard lo Her Majesties bonor and savetye then to ber (reasure. For Scot- 
tysbc causes, tbowgbc I wyshe tbem as good successe as may be wysshed, yet seing 
owre Flaunders traveylls be no belter laken, I suppose I sball be fowndc to deale more 
temperatly bothe in thos and ail otber causes then heretofor 1 bave don. And, yf I 
may convcniently, 1 meane, with tbe leave of God, to eonveyghe myselfe of from the 
stage and to become a looker on. And so I commyt you to God.

At Antwarpe, tbe xxixlh of julye 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMMXXXVIII.
* * * à don Juan.

(30  JUILLET 1578.)

II faut savoir faire des présents pour s’assurer de l’influence à la cour d’Angleterre. — Noms 
et opinions des principaux personnages. — 11 faut aussi que l’ambassadeur puisse disposer de 
quelques spadassins.

Monseigneur, Encoire que je me recongnoisse pour celluy qui moings sçait des 
affaires du monde, ne lairai pourfant satisfaire au commandement de Vostre Alteze 
et luy représenter en mon estil soldadese ce que, pousé de debvoir et zelle de vasal 
fidel et très-humble serviteur de Sa Majesté, aye peu recongnoistre aux deulx voiaiges 
qu’ai faict en Angleterre par commandement de Vostre Altèze, de plus de ce que par 
icelle m’estoit commandé par mes inslruciions, desquelles aye tant verballement que par 
escript [faict] resouvenir Vostre Altèze, dont ne ferai aullre mention, et diré en ces cas 
me sem bler avoir Sa Majesté déservice en avoir laisser si long temps ledict royaulme 
d’Angleterre sans un personne principalle et autorisé pour là recongnoistre les 
menées que contre son service se projetoient, et [sans] avoir Sa Majesté faict 
élection d’ung sage chevallier pour remédier par-delà ce que la malice du temps y a 

T ome X . 84
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produit, et ce sont infinités de maulvaiscs voluntécs et envyes contre la grandeur de 
Sa Majesté, procédantes partie de la rage de leur hérésie, partie de leur avarice, n’ayant 
receu les ministres d’icelle reyne les suerics que leurs intièrésés désires prétendent et 
resoipvenl des ennemis de Sa Majesté, m’ayant esté asseuré que, non obstant la pauvreté 
des Estais et du Prince d’Orange et Duc de Vendôme, [ils] font ausdits ministres sou
vent présents, et ont occasion iceuix de persuader leurmaistresse à leur adhérer. Et pour 
ce discourois que Sa Majesté ne pourroit donner sceurté plus à propos à ces pays que 
par la négociation d’Angleterre, coupant le chemin à ces rebelles des assistences qu’ils 
reçoivent en icelluy royaulme; et le moyen, pour ce faire, me sembloil à propos que 
Sa Majesté feit passer en main de marchans quelques notables sommes de deniers 
audiet royaulme, du revenu de laquelle somme pourroit son embassadeur user des libé
ralités à l’endroit des personnes que le temps rcquerroit, et domeureroit la réputation 
des finances de Sa Majesté grande, et ce occasioneroit beaucop d’eulx à donner des 
advertissemens profitables, joinct que le mesme moyen maintiendrait les catholieques 
en espoir de quelques allégement, et les héreeliques en soupson que pourroit apporter 
quelques discordes, que ne serait dommaigeable au repos de ees pays, à quoy ce doibvra 
tenir la main. J ’aye remarqué la noblesse fort parcialle de la Royne, fort soubçonneuse 
d’elle, et tous fort envieulx sur le Conte de Leslre, lequel m’a semble peu affeltioné au 
service du Roy, montrant par les propos avoir esté serviteur bien affectioné et mal 
récompancé. Il est seigneur pompeux et pauvre et souvent nécessiteux et homme que 
fléchirait aux dons; et de son secrétaire, par le mesme moyen, se sacquerait beaulcop 
de choses pour justification de ce que ce négociera avec ledit Lester. La Royne, encoire 
que prudante et de gentil esprit, suyt en plusieures choses son dict favory, et principal
em ent en l’abondance de discours par où souvent traicte entre les demoyselles privées 
les plus grands de ses secrets, se louant et jactant de ses heures, déplorant les fortunes 
quant elles succèdent, par où convient se tenir aux bonnes grâces de toutes lesdietes 
dames, mais mas particulièrement de quelques-unes, et y a Mademoiselle Francisque 
de Arvi, parante de la Reyne Catholieque, discrette et affectionnée aux choses de 
Sa Majesté, et avec regalos les conserver en bonne volume, comme aultres, huissiers, 
varlels de chambres que sçavent comme toutes choses passent par le Conseil Privé, que 
sont dis-sept conseilliers, et souvent les affaires de pois se résolvent entre le Conte de 
Lester, Conte de Sucex, Milor Trésourier et l’Admiral, et est ledit Trésourier homme 
vifs et estimé le plus capable aux affaires d’Estat et entièrement contraire audiet de 
Lester, lequel s’est fortifié de deux secrétaires, qu’a inlroduict à se poste, grands héréc- 
tiques. Le Conte de Sucex est personnaige de valleur et souvent en picque avec eelluy 
de Lester, que n’est du service du Roy. Il me fut adverly d’avoir égard à plussieurs
Italiens, marchans, et à aulcuns Espaignols pour n’estre trop asseurés,..............fort
dangereulx, et sont salariés de la Reyne pour doubles offices; et ont infinités d’Anglois
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pour coutume, soubs ombre de religion, à cosler les ambassadeurs et en faire leurs 
proufficts. Antonio de Garras est personnaige que entiend bien l'estât des affaires de 
pardelà, comme aussi faict ung Griseiat de Quest, homme d’honneur, bon calholicque 
et que traiete avec gens de bonne correspondence, et ay treuvé ses advis véritables le 
peu que je l’aye traicté. Le maistre des postes de Londres est dangereulx, et ne luy 
fault confier pacquet d’importance. La discression et prudance du seigneur ambassa
deur fera que de la Reyne propre débatant des affaires saquerat plussieurs lumières et 
vérités d’elle, m’ayant esté diet que auleungs embassadeurs de Sa Majesté, pour avoir 
esté trop adhérons à ses volontés, ont préjudicié au service du Roy, et aultres pour estre 
trop opiniâtres au négoce avec elle, le mesme, par où la médiocrité faut croire scroit 
profitable, présupposé tousjours que la libéralité précède, mesme que ladicte Royne se 
convient présenter de regales pour la tenir contante.

Par les rigueurs que la Royne d’Angleterre a usé à auleungs bons personnaiges est 
appreuvee leur foy catholicque, et de plus de ceulx qu’aye peu cognoistre affectionnés au 
service du Roy représentera)’ à Vostre Altèze les noms, comme personnaiges princi- 
paulx que [à] son temps pourront rendre service : premièrement Milord Lumcrlé, 
Milor Monteagu, le Conte Sudampton, Chevalier Juan Arondel à présent prisonnier, 
Chevalier Thomas Cornval, et ces parans, Milor Conlreroleur et Chevalier Chrislofley 
IIntton, que [est] privé maintenant beaulcoupt avec la Royne.

Aussy, Monseigneur, me semble convenir au service de Dieu [et] auctorité du Roy 
que son embassadeur aye ung docte prebstre pour consoler les bons et désabuser ceulx 
que le désirent.

Aussi que l’ambassadeur aye tousjours trois ou quatre braves soldats entretenus hors 
de sa maison en babils de marchans pour, si quelc'uns de ses Messieurs de par-delà 
vont négocier contre le Roy, oser entreprandre [et] les drousser, comme la commodité 
du pays le donne, et mieus qu’en Espaigne ou de par-deçà, chose assez faciile.

Avec peu de frais on sçaura de jour à aultres les négociations de l’ambassadeur de 
France par ung capitaine escoussois qui le gouverne et ung Grec maistre d’oslel et 
secrétaire sien.

R compèle beaulcop au service du Roy faire grande instance pour la délivrance de 
Antlioinc de Guarras '. Demeurant là, s’intimident les autres [de] s’employer pour son

1 Voici en quels ternies William Herlle s’exprimait au sujet de Guaras :
He understandes our kingdommc and llie members llierof bettter then anyc other of bis cote (for 

his contynwance tiathe bene longe hcrc, and bis meanes nianye), and nowe beinge thus farre provokcd, 
will, yf lie be sett at large, bende ail is senscs to dysplease us and to wynne credytt with the King bis 
master as well by ontrewe as Irewe degrees, with whom be shalbe belevcd, tbe more in how muche he 
hathe suffred, (as be prétends) for bis sait! masters sake. Ile favours tbe Scottyshe to the uttermoste;
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service et ne s’i osent entremectre. Des moyens plus facilles à troubler ledict royaulme 
et les contrées, en donneray à Yostre Altèze l’indice qu’aye peu apraindre par-delà.

Une des choses autant nécessaire est gaingner les secrétaires des ministres, chose

he is acquainted with the'practizers of lhe same; he hathe yntelligens with our rebells, with our 
papystes and with our dyscontented sorte, so as none of importance, lhat drawe that waie, is 
unknowen to him ; he can dysccrne of the humours of our people, as welt of magistrats as inferiours, 
he hathe serched lhe state of the revenewes of the Crowne and of Her Majcstics treasure as farre as 
he may, iikewisc of her armorye, of the navye, of the men of service for lande and sca, for home and 
abrode; he hathe laboured to knowe ali our outward dependencies, our nerest secrettcs, with the 
sytuation of our havens and sea coste, and what men of power be nere any of lhem, and howe they 
he ynclyned. Ile hathe deaite in iryslie matters and bene a commen spie to ail the ambassadours 
that corne hythcr, to practize against our State, even froin lhe Pope downwardes, and hathe burntt 
upp ail suche papcrs as myght dccypher any matter of moment, which may argue howe muche bis 
skill is joined with malyce, not to he reclaymed with anye lenytie; for his consciens perswades hym 
unworthie of favour that hathe so muche and so unkindely offended. He hathe dcalt and written 
largclye in the Duke of Norfokes cause, after his seconde comytment, forcinge by manye argumentes 
that yt was an intollcrable wronge yt was offred hym.

To corne lower, our merchauntes estate is more exaetlye knowen to hym than his owne, what and 
who they be that do trade from hence into Spayne, who of them he addycted to trewe religion or 
to favour the matters of the Lowe-Contrayes, whether they make their retorne in wares or monye, 
wherby it is in him (beinge abrode) to undo them ail, eyther by confiscation, inquisition or hy some 
qwarell that maye be easlye pyeked, wherin he wanttes no partycularities to charge anye of them 
withall in particular. Thcrforc an acte of grett moment to hâve shutt hym off so aptlye, as he was, 
before that Bernardin de Mendoza arrived here, whose commynge (as the french ambassadour hathe 
said to some) was chyflic to conferre with hym. Nowe, yf Your Honours of the Counccll do banyshe 
hym the reaime, he will not départe from Calyce before he ynstructe the spanyshe ambassadour by 
writing and message of ech circumslaunce that he would be satisfîed in, who attendes uppon his dvs- 
patche hence as dyligent as a bee and hatte one Pieterw Barentes at Calyce and Dover to mete with 
hym for that purpose, but, perceavinge delaie, is retorned hitber, two daies since : of which sorte there 
are manye more, and, by Gwarras detaynment, they may ail be dysapointed. Besides, the ambassa
dour is in grett geiowsye, lest I shlowlld wynne any advantaige over Gwerras, to bringe hym to dyscover 
matter and parties, therfore desires his banyshment him sellf. And so do those that be guyllie of yll 
practizes had with the said Gwerras, who, while he is ungone, do live in feare, and is a good polycie 
to kepe them stile in lhe same feare, as a degree at length to dyscover the whole neast, and to confront 
them with Gwerras.

In lhe mcane season, a sccrett brute beinge noryshed that newe matter is found of the said Gwerras 
practyses, the same woulld tcrryfie and frustrate the présente ambassadour and his intelligencers, 
and give a convenyent colour for lhe commytment of the same Gwerras to some dosser place. But, if 
y ou lett hym lowse nowe, he prétendes by the favour and medyacion of his frendes to retorne 
solemplie, as the King’s ambassadour, to the deface of his banyshers and encoragenge of the yll sorte, 
and then he hathe libertie to practize at large or otherwyse, beinge rejected, to make yt the grownde



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 669
facille pour le naturel intérrest de leur condition, et n’a voye que facilite plus la lumière 
des secrets de par-delà que la libéralité, à ce que j ’aie peu recongnoistre et ouy de tout 
le monde.

Vostre Altèze escusera, si luy plait, mon foiblc discours, lequel sera remédié par la 
prudence et expériance du seigneur ambassadeur.

(Archives de Simancas, Estado, Leg. 831, fol. 219.)

MMMMXXXIX.
Fremyn à Davison.

(TlEL, 30 JUILLET lo ts .)

Nouvelles militaires.

Monsieur, Ayant trouvé ceste occasion, je n’ay voulu faillir de vous escriprc comme, 
depuis noslre parlement d’Anvers, nous n’avons pas fait grand advensement à joindre 
Monsieur le Duc Cazemir et sommes eslongués de luy deux grandes journées. Il 
semble que on n’a pas grande affaire de ses troupes françoises pour les traverses qu’ils 
ont reseues depuis qu’il sont en ses pays : ce qui déplait fort aux conducteurs. Il leur 
eut esté plus expédiant de les renvoyer à temps que de les paier de telles indignités. 
Les troupes sont à présent à une lieue de Tyel sur la ryvière, à ung village sur l’eau

of a publike qwarell. To this end he will repaire from Calyce to Don John, and by the waie will leave 
as muche infection in the frenche Cortt and with the Popes legate as he maye, but with Don John 
he will sturre the cotes in deede, where he is expected and estemed as the onlye persone that 
knoweth the state of Englande and that maye give passinge to Don John practyzes for the Scottyshe 
Quene best, and for the entanglinge of us with home troubles, by whose meanes he shalbe accompanyd 
into Spayne with creditt and comcndation, or élis dyspatched backe by some of Don John blanckes 
to take the state of an ambassadour uppon him here, to perfourme the tragedy that is intended. But, y f 
Your Honour will shutt him into some mclancholyc place, the dysapointinge of his hopes will ether 
kill him (for he is but henne harted and governed by passions), or cils decaye the remayner of his 
wytt and memorye (which are ali ready by these lato dysgraces grettlye dulled and broken and pos- 
sessed of a pallsey not recovcrable), so as he shalbe smallye hable to negoeyate any more, and then 
maye he be lett lowse to his frendes, as a jewell to serve theyr tornes, which is my opynion, towehinge 
him and his cawses, in obeynge Your Ilonours eommaundement made unto me in this behalf. (British 
Museum, Vesp., C. XIII, n" 91.)
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nommé Lyt, terre apartenant à l’Évesque de Liège, où il est commandé que les troupes 
feront séjour, qui esta trois lieues de Bos-Ie-Duc. Ce jourduy, Monsieur de Mouy est 
arrivé cà Tyel, avec la eavallerye et bagage pour passer l’eau et joindre Monsieur d’Ar- 
gcnlieu, qui est assez fâché de voir le désordre qui est en ses choses que conduictes. 
Nous avons bien tournoyé sans riens advenser. Les peuples et communes de Tyel se 
sont voulus mutiner contre nous et mis en debvoir de nous courir sus, si par preu- 
dence on ne les eût empeschés. On estime que on commancera la batterye devant 
Devanter ce jourduy avec douze piesscs de batterye. Monsieur le Duc Cazemir a mandé 
Monsieur d’Argenlieu de l’aller trouver, je dis sans ses trouppes, pour luy parler. Il 
partira demain au matin, si aultre retardement ne luy survient. Il y a beaulcoup de 
mesconlentement de costé des François, pour le maulvais traictement qu’ils ont reseu. 
Je ne double pas qu’on ne face courir le bruict qu’ils ont fait des désordres, mais on ne 
dit pas que on leur a donné assez d’ocasions de ce faire, combien que mal soit tous- 
jours mal, et que je n’escusseray jamais le m a l.......... , joingt que Monsieur d’Argen
lieu n’avoit pas absolut command s u r ............. , comme Vostre Seigneurie sait. Néant-
moins il a fait tout ce qu’il est possible de sa part. Quant au surplus des affaires de la 
guerre, vous estes sur la pierre de touche. Donc n’est besoing que je vous en face plus 
long discours, sinon d’asseurer Vostre Seigneurie que avez un serviteur en moi bien 
affectionné. Qui sera l’endroit, après avoir salué vos bonnes grâces de mes très-humbles 
reeommend[alions], je priray noslre bon Dieu qu’il vous doinct, Monsieur, et à toute 
vostre famille, en parfaicte [santé], longue et heureuse vye.

De Tyel, le 50e de juillet 1578.
Monsieur, je vous prie de saluer de ma part Messeigncurs les ambassadeurs sans 

houblier Monsieur de Killegray. Je pense que Monsieur de Blioul sera porteur de la 
présente, qui vous dira le surplus.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)

MMMMXL.

Lord Cobham et fValsingham à don Juan.
(An v e r s , 31 j u il l e t  1378 .)

Ils offrent leur médiation pour la conclusion de la paix sur les bases proposées par les États.

Monseigneur, L’ambassadeur de la Majesté de l’Empereur nous ayant fait sçavoir 
qu’il se mettoit en chemin pour aller trouver Vostre Altèze, nous avons esté d’advis de
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luy escrire la présente par ledit sieur ambassadeur pour l’advertir que la Royne nostre 
maîtresse, demeurant encoires ferme au désir qu’elle a tousjours eu de veoir les troubles 
de ces pays pacifiés et le peuple réduict en l’obéyssance du roy, leur légitime et souve
rain seigneur, la principalle cause qui fat meu à présent nous envoyer par deçà, a esté 
afin qu’induisions et persuadions les Estais à s’accorder avec ledit Roy vostre frère: en 
quoy Sa Majesté marche si syncèrement et de bon pied, et nous nous sommes employés 
avec tel debvoir et diligence que, quand Vostre Altèze en aura esté advertie par ledict 
sieur ambassadeur, auquel dois nostre venue avons communicqué l’enlhier discours 
de nostre négociation, nous nous asseurons qu’elle n’en jugera moings. Et d’aultant que 
Sa Majesté nous a aussi donné charge de nous transporter vers Vostre Altèze, pour ce 
fait, nous la supplions nous vouloir advertir si nostre entremise au nom de Sa Majesté, 
pour l’advanchement de la paix suyvanl les articles proposés par les Estais, car à aultres 
conditions nous ne les povons réduyrc, pourra réussir à quelque bon effet ou non; car, 
si elle le trouvera bon, nous sommes prests à nous mettre en chemin pour nous employer 
en ceste bonne œuvre, qui tournera, selon que nous espérons, au bien et proullict du 
Roy, comme Sa Majesté souhaitte et désire, qui pour cest effeet nous a donné lettres de 
créance adressées à Vostre Altèze, ce qu’a aussi fait l’ambassadeur dudict Roy résident 
auprès de Sa Majesté. Et sur ce attendant la response de Vostre Altèze pour nostre 
direction en cest endroit, nous luy baiserons bien humblement les mains, priant Dieu, 
Monseigneur, vous avoir en sa garde.

D’Anvers, ce dernier jour de juillet 1578.
(Publié p a r M. Blaes, Mèm. an., t. III, p. 58.)

MMMMXL1.
Lord Cobham à lord Burleigh.

(ANVEBS, 31 JUILLET 1378.)

Il justifie sa conduite. — Mission de M. Sommcrs à Mons. — Les Gantois ont surpris Ypres
et pillé Audcnarde.

My good Lorde, Findyng owr dayngers cailed yn question, 1 doo repaire unto Yowr 
good Lordshyp as tomy azilum for hellpe and succors. By dyvers and soondrye informa
tions seent ower, whe hare that whe are as yt wer throwen ynto Her Majesties dispie-
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sure : thés reportes be generali, therfor generallye I maye saye I knoe not the juste causs 
tlierof. If yt be that whe bave not so pressed a peace or disswadyd tbe States from 
stayndyng yn so harde tearmes of peace, wbe bave injurey; for trewllye whe bave omyl- 
ted no tyme or oportunelye to dell openllye and pryvatley with ail parsoones that are 
affected that waye, to conferre with them for the avaynceyng ofa good peace. And this 
1 will assure Yowr Lordeshyp that tboes wycbe are tbe beasle affected to peace and to 
the Kynge of Spayne, will not allow of anye peace withowt Don Jhon retyer. Credet it 
me, My good Lorde; ibis is trew, thowght yt be loonge, at the laste whe hâve so urged 
the matter that tb’Emperours ambassador goes to Don Jhon, to soonde him what bis 
inclinatioun ys; be deparlelb to morow. That yt maye appere unto My Lordes what ys 
passed betwene us, wbe bave secynt yt unto them and this answer. If yt be for enco- 
raygyng the Marchayntes to disborse a soome of money to the States afor baynde, what 
good subject coolde suffer His Majcstyes credyt and honor to be called yn question, and 
not hellppe yt and salve yt to bis power, seyng yt was doon to soo good a purposes, to 
daynt the enymye and to withstaynde tbe freynebe praclises, wyche to my great grevfve 
I sce doothe incresse, if Her Majestie by ber great providences and wisdoom doo not 
forsee yt.

Bussy d’Amboyse, cbewfe gentillman of Monsieur’s chamber, Monsieur Mondoucet, 
his conseller, are here coom to conferre with tbe States, towehing Monsieurs demaynes, 
wyche beyng knoon Her Majesti shall bave knolege. They hâve ben with us and doon 
lher ordenarye œmpiementos, etc.

Otber newes of enye momeynt lher are non. Whe seent Mr Sommers to Mons, to let 
Monsieur to knoo that wbe Iiadc a loonge tyme stayde for his deputyes and that wbe 
had commayndemeynt from Hcr Hightncs to returne, if they cam not with yn few 
dayes: wherappon be toolde Mr Soomers that they wer goon, and mayde the beste excu
ses be coolde of ther delayde commyng, wych with the reste of bis answer whe bave 
seent yt unto the Lordes.

Thys inoste bumblye prayng Yowr Lordeshyp to be myndfull of me, I wycshe yow 
yowr honorable bartes desier.

Anlwherp, tbe 51 of jully anno 1578.
P. S. The Gantoyes be very disordered pepele; they hâve taken Ipper and spoylled 

Odenarde : a matter generallye misliked *.
(Record office, Pap, of Holland, vol. 4.)

1 L’expédition des Gantois avait pour but la conquête de Lille; mais, ayant échoué de ce côté, ils se 
portèrent vers Yprcs où ils pillèrent l’évêché et les maisons des chanoines. Plusieurs des plus notables 
bourgeois furent conduits comme otages à Gand.



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 673

MMMMXL1I.

William Davison à lord Burleigh.
(A n v e r s , 31 j u i l l e t  4578 .)

Succès du duc d’Alençon en Hainaut; ses députés sont arrivés à Anvers. — L’ambassadeur 
de l’Empereur s’est rendu près de don Juan. — Troubles à Lille et à Lierre.

My very good Lord, Alihough I doubt not but Your Lordship is so well advised from 
My Lordes bere as there is litle subject lef't for me, yet ean I not in duly let p[asse] this 
curryer without some lyne or other. We abyde still in suspence what to think of our 
french trafïiqne, wherof few men bere do attend any good. They bave in Haynault 
allready recouvered Mabeuge, Soigny, Rœulx and Havrech from th’ennemy, the latter 
wherof lh[ey] battered only with the canon, assaulted with some loss and wanne by 
composilion, and now are said to bc before Beaumont, a lowne belonging to the Duke 
of Arschot. Their forces there, being in two regimentes under Rocbepot and Combell, 
are estemyd to a 3,000 men; the rest of 10,000 footemen and 2,000 horse they accompt 
of within 15 dayes, besides the troupes destined, as they give oui, to be employed in 
Burgondy, etc.

Bussy d’Amboisse, Montdoulcet, Neufville and Dampmartin came hither on tewsday 
night last from the Duke, to ireat and conclude wilh the States, with whome they are 
not yet entered into any particuler conférence : his other frendes and ministers are in 
the meane tyme employed wheare they hâve any hope lo do good. Alpheran halh bene 
with La Motte from the Duke, whose négociation La Motte doth offer to comu[n]ycat 
to those of Flaunders, whome he hath requesled to send a deputy unto him to thaï end.

The Bisschop of Nazaret, legat from the Pope, with th’ambassadours of Venice and 
Savoye, and one Bellièvre from the French King, are arryved at Mountes, ail sent, as 
they prétend, to divert the Duke from h is enterprise, which I doubt not is the best part 
of their légations.

Th’Emperors ambassadour, having received saufconduct from Don Juan, is this day 
gone towardes him to make some overture of peace, wherof he is half desperat er he 
mak the tryall, the propositions of th’one sid and other being lik to be such as will 
hardly be accordid. Don Juan lieth still at an abbey betwene Lovain and Diest, his 
forces being lodged in townes round about him, ready for any sudden attempt. It is 
reported by ail such as corne thence that he is resolved to hazard (he battaill, having 
to the nomber of 15,000 footemen and 5,000 horse, besides Gabriel Zerbelrony, newly 
corne unto him with 4,000 footemen and 500 horse out of Italie. The States do intrench 

Tome X. 83
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of Orange and charged him willi (he intended malche belwcene Monsieur and his 
them selvcs al Ilumenan, uppon the river above Macblin. Casimir lialh passed his mus- 
ters, but il is tbougbt lie will altempt Deventer, er lie pass any further tbis way.

The publique aulhorising of religion hangeth still in the ballaunce. In the mcane tyme 
they preach openly al Gandt, in tbis lowne, Courtray and divers olher partes of the counlry.

The late surprise of Ypre caused some alteration at Lisle, whieh is since weil appea- 
sed. Yesterday there happened some disorder at Lyre betwene our countrymen and the 
burgers, the inanner wlierof Your Lordship may perccave by the report made unto me 
by such as com ihence L

Thus, hastened by the curryer, I most humbly tak my leave of Your Lordship, wilh 
prayer for your long and happie life.

Andwavpe, the x x x j "1 of july 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 4.)

MMiMiMXLlII.
W  alsingham à la reine d’Angleterre.

(F in d e  j u i l l e t  1378.)

Le prince d’Orange proteste contre tout projet de faire épouser sa fille au duc d’Alençon. — Une 
négociation de ce genre avec le prince de Condé est restée sans suite. — Les députés du duc 
d’Alençon sont arrives à Anvers

It maye plcase Your Majeslie to be advertised thaï, accordinge lo the direction I 
reccaved from Mr Sccretary Wilson in Your Majesties name, 1 repayred lo the Prince

1 Le tumulte advenu à Licre a esté pour ce que ung capitaine anglois ayant desrobbé ung cheval à 
ung villageois, lequel, suivant ledict capitaine jusques sur le marché de Liere, commença avecq plus 
giandc instance à demander son cheval : à quoy se ineslant aulcuns bourgeois, voulurent en fin eslre 
audict villageois rendu son cheval. Ce que voyant ledict capitaine, desmonla et, à tout son arquebuse, 
tua ledict cheval. Ce que voyant les bourgeois (pour estre l’acte injuste) commencèrent à ruer sur 
ledict capitaine, les soldats duquel le voyant charger, coururent en son ayde, tellement que quelques 
soldats et bourgeois s’enlretuèrent et blessèrent : ce que voyant ceulx qui estoyent en garde sur les 
murailles, pensant les Anglois eslre entres audict Liere pour fere quelque trahison, de faict commen
cèrent à tirer à trois compaignics angloises qui passoyent hors de la ville, lesquels se voyant tuer se 
eslargirent, pensant que Liere fust ennemye ; et par conséquent tout ceulx d’icelle vont par fortune 
rencontrer aulcuns chcvaulx qui estoyent sortis à la pécorée, et les lenans peur ennemys se ruèrent 
sur iceulx chcvaulx, et en tuèrent quclques-ungs. Toutesfois, par le moyen de Monsieur, la chose est 
appaisée, et sortis tous les Anglois. (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 4.)
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daughter as a malter delivered unlo me hecre by a person of good accoumpt and that 
was acquaynted witli malters of grealest importance and therfore not lyghtly to be 
accoumpted of *. I prayed him to consider bow offensive suche a matte[r] would be to 
those of liiis contry, to Your iMajesty and to tlie Empire, and that il was (lie very waye 
to make Iiimself odious and batefull unlo ail lhe worlde, and to blemishe quite tbe 
reputacion that he hathe alreadie gotten in tbe worlde. The Prince, for answere herof 
unlo me, [saidj tbat he in the wliolc course of his accions in these contry causes had respect 
only and principally to two things : tbe advancement of religion and tbe mayntenance 
of tbe liberties of thèse contries, without any partieuler respect of tbe advancement 
ejther of him self or of bis children; and therefore protested unto me on tbe faillie of 
a Christian and on bis honnor that he had not so muche as any imaginacion of any 
suche malche, that tbe autbors therof were gladc to use tbe givinge ont therof as a 
meane to make him odious unto Your Majesty. And therfore prayed me that, if any 
suche brute should be given out there, I woulde answere for him and seeke to quenl- 
che tbe saine. He shewed me tbat a mocion had ben made not to him self, but to lhe 
Princesse by waye of talke for a malche betweene lhe Prince of Condé and his daughter, 
uppon knowledge wherof he willed the Pfrincesse] to forbeare any further dealinge 
lherin. As I wrole unto Your Majesty at the first tyme that 1 found that it was but a 
deviee, I acquaynted youe witb this matter : so sithence seekinge further to infor[m] 
my self therof, I can by no meanes discover tha[tj there was ever any suche inlencion 
or mocion made.

Touchinge my repayre to D[uke] d’Alençon, for that I understoode that he had sent 
Bussy d'Amboysc and tbe rest of His H[igncss’j commissioners, who are now aryvcd 
in this towne, 1 thought good to stey unt[il] suelte tyme as 1 mighl learne by them wha[l] 
the said Dukc’s inlencion shoulde be louching these contries and in what sort they pro- 
ceede hecre witb the States, who will conclude nolhinge with them without makinge us 
Your iMajeslys minister[s] privy therto, and so aflerward, aceording to Your Majeslys 
direccion reccivcd from Mr Socrctary, to repayre unlo him, though it should appeare by 
Mr Somers (whome we thought good to send unto the Duke as well (o haslen his com
missioners a [s] to knowe whether his ministers had delivered synccrly suche speaches 
so passed bettween us) that hefounde no suche désiré in him for my repayre unto him, etc.

(B ril. M useum, Galba, C. VF, 2e partie, n° I 11.)

1 Élisabeth avait ressenti la plus vive colère quand elle avait cru découvrir que le duc d’Alençon 
osait lui susciter une rivale; et sa fureur se porta contre un gentilhomme nommé Rockwood qui en 
ce moment lui donnait l’hospitalité à Euslon-hall. Rockwood fut jeté en prison parce qu’il conservait, 
disait-on, sous le même toit qui abritait la reine d’Angleterre, une image de Notre-Dame qu’il tenait de 
scs ancêtres.
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MMMMXL1V.

A v is  des P a ys -B a s .

(AOUT 1578.)

Principaux événements du mois d’août.

Le premier d’aoust. Denis Hoecke, Cordelier, fouetté de verges, banny de Flandres 
cinquante ans. Cinq autres Cordeliers bannis vingt ans, deux autres bannis six ans. 
Hoecke a soutenu deux fois la torture.

Arschot reprinse par le Viconte de Gandt, menant mille chevaux, 2,000 piétons; faict 
passer par le fil de l’espée deux compagnies d’Allemands et une cornette de chevaux. 
Ladite derechef reprinse par l’ennemy, lequel fit massacrer louis les bourgeois et manans 
de la ville.

vujc augusti, Le magistrat de Bruge commande aux Jésuites de sortir de la ville 
dedans huyet jours après l'insinuation du commandement.

tx% xe, xje. Monsr de la Motte, tenant Gravelines, après avoir communicqué avec ceux 
du Westquartier, ne se voulant accommoder, se déclare assez ouvertement ennemy du 
Prince d’Orenge, disant se tenir du costé du Roy d’Espagne et de Don Jehan, attendant 
assistance du Roy de Franche. Le Roy d’Espaigne donne ordre pour luy faire fournir 
un rnilion d’or, comme il disoit, mais c’estoit en papier.

xe, xte, x ii j”. Le Conseil d’Estat, Son Excellence, les Estats-Généraux ont receu le 
secours du Duc d’Alençon qui devroit estre de 16,000 hommes, tant de piedt que 
de cheval. Toutes les provinces ont accordé le traicté faict entre les Estats-Généraux, 
les Trois Membres de Flandres, Bruge et Ypre. Le Franc s’en est rapporté à la discré
tion de Son Excellence et du Conseil des Estais; ceux de Gandt ne l’ont point volu 
accorder, prolestans estre gaignés par voix.

L’Ambassadeur d’Angleterre trouve quelque inconvénient audit traicté contraire à 
une alliance faite par cy-devant entre la Couronne d’Angleterre et la Maison de Bour
gogne. Il en escrit à Sa Majesté pour cognoislre la volonté d’icelle.

Le xiue. Le magistral, nobles et notables de la ville de Bruge font sortir hors de leur 
ville les Cordeliers en dedans dix jours après l’insinuation de leur commandement et 
ordonnance.
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xvc. Le Prince a partout commandé aux églises réformées de faire jeusnes et prières 
à Dieu pour aultant que nos gens s’apprestoyent à donner bataille.

Ceux de Gandl font sortir les religieuses qui plus n’avoient envie de demourer en 
leurs eloistres, avec restitution de leurs biens patrimoniaux et pension à vie.

Monsr de Hese, frère du Conte d’Outkerche, gouverneur de Maestricht avec Monsr 
de Champaigny, Berselle, Bassiny et Glymes, touts excepté Champaigny, gentilshommes 
qui avoyent enlreprins de se saisir des seigneurs de Mansfelt, Barlaymont et aultres à la
ville de Bruselles l’an 1376 le 2e jour d e ........., ont faict entendre au magistrat de
Bruselles comment ils estoyent d’intention de deffendre la prédication de la Religion 
réformée, pour ce que les ecclésiastiques du Conseil d’Estat et les Estats-Généraulx leur 
en avoyent donné expresse charge, disans que pour sept ou huyl cens de ladite religion 
ils les auroyent bien osé enchâsser. Le magistrat a esté depuis informé que cesdits 
seigneurs faisoyenl cecy de leur propre authorité, et le Colonel van Temple arreste 
lesdits seigneurs prisonniers et gentilshommes prisonniers savoir, Hese, Berselle, Bas
siny, Glymes, Champaigny. Hese, Berselle, Bassiny sont menés par le seigr de Bourse, 
frère de Monsr de Noyelles, vers la ville d’Anvers; mais le seigr de Hese luy est eschappé 
en chemin. Le seigr de Champaigny et Glymes demeurèrent à Bruxelles.

x v j ° augusti. Cinq soldats envoyé de Don Jehan à  notre camp pour bouter le feu en 
cinq endroits dudit camp ont esté descouverts et bruslés et escartelés. Le Conte de 
Zwartzenbergh, Ambassadeur, envoyé de l’Empereur pour le Roy d’Espaigne à  Don 
Jehan et aux Estais pour faire paix, est arrivé en Anvers où qu’il a déclaré que l'inten
tion du Roy est de rendre Monsr de Beuren et faire retirer Don Jehan avec tous ses 
adhérens. Ledit Ambassadeur, ayant besoigné sur la paix avec le Conseil d’Estat, s’en 
retourne \ers Don Jehan avec certains articles pour ladite paix, par lesquels on pardonne 
à touts les gentilhommes et autres du païs, excepté à la maison de Berlaymont et du 
Conte de Rœulx,

Le Duc Jehan-Cassymirus est venu à Breda; touts ses gens sont au camp de nos gens; 
le Prince d’Orenge l’est allé saluer de la part du Païs-Bas *.

xxvje. Les ambassadeurs de l’Empereur, du Roy de France, de la Royne d’Angleterre, 
deux députés du Conseil d’Estat, à savoir Adolf de Meetkerke et Doctor Albertus Leoni
nus, ont temps jusques au dernier jour de ce mois.

(.British Museum, Gulba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 74.)

1 Le 27 juillet 1578, le duc Casimir avait écrit aux Etals-gcncraux pour se plaindre vivement de 
ce qu’on ne lui envoyait point l’argent dont il avait besoin. Il était indispensable de payer les 
rcitres ; et, si l’on ne pouvait leur donner ce qu’on leur avait promis, ils refuseraient de marcher.
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MMMMXLV.

Le comte de Leicesler à  fFalsingham.
(SALNT-EDMDNDS-BüRY, 1 er AOUT do78 .)

Aucun changement de résolution ne se montre chez la reine; elle a voulu écrire au duc Casimir pour 
le blâmer. — Walsingham ferait bien d’agir prudemment en tout ce qui touche la négociation du 
duc d’Alençon. Ce prince se vante d’avoir reçu d’Elisabeth l’autorisation de se rendre aux Pays-Bas.

I am sorrey to se bot il our travellcs fall owt to no better effect. Good Mr Seeretary, 
bit grevelh me, I cannot say how mucb, tbat I am netlier able to satysfyc that expecta
tion in you : I wold most gladly, nor yet take comfort my self in our procedinges here. 
Hit ys no smale alteration I fînd in Hcr Majesties disposityon, since \\e werr at Otland 
and Windsore, toward lhe siale of ibose countreys. How loth sbe ys to corne to any 
manner of dealinges that way, spetyally to be at any charges, yt ys very slraunge. To 
corn somwlmt nerer, tbese partycularytyes appere.

Fyrst, louching Monsieurs coming thetber, sbe ys afrayd of yt, but wyll allowe no 
better remedye than to sente to myslyke bim for yt, and to perswade him (as you wyll 
further perceave from bir) to retyre bim self, and not to procede on that enterprise, 
grounding this bope that hir perswasions wyll hâve suffycycnt authorytye, because he 
halh sent unto bir by Baquavyle here, and eonfyrmed yt by Bussye ther to you, that he 
wyll doe nothing but as Her Majestie wyll appoint bim, and wbat she wyll comand, 
that wyll lie doe. This perswadelh hir so sulfycyently that he wyll obey hir pleasure 
that sbe dowbtelh not but he wyll sirnply retorn as he eam. Yf Hir Majestie ment that 
recontpence for his labor that bis mynysters sew for here, than were ther some cause 
for hir to présumé of his eonformytye; but, not perccaving any such reward lyke to com 
from hence, for ougbt I se yet, I fear Monsieur wylbe to wyse to lose such an enlraunce 
of so great a fortune toward for him and the Crowcn of Fraunce. So that 1 doe not only 
fear that Hir Majestie sliall 1 vile prevayll by ibis kind of perswasion to withdraw Mon
sieur simply, witbout further assurance, of as good a bargeyn, but cause great unkindnes 
to groe betwene tharn by dealing in this bare sort wilh him. And whether he may jus- 
tely say he was allowed by Her Majestie to com wliere be ys or no, you know beltc-r 
than 1, but so bave 1 liard, and so doth his mynysters afferme. Tlius you se vvhat cace 
Hir Majestie ys lyke to runne into, and yet can 1 assure you she ys as well delt wilh ail 
and as plainly, and as many dangers leyd before hir (by some) that must nedes fall 
uppon hir and bir State by this manner of proccding as can be ultered. God of his
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mercye assis! hir and lielp liir, wilhout whose myraculous upholding hir, 1 fcar, great 
perryIles ar at hand.

The other parlyculer was tliis : whan my nephew Philip was (o take his leave and 
receave his dyspach, among oihersmale comfortes heshuld hâve hrought to the Prince, 
he was spetyally comanded by Hir Majestie lhat lie shuld tell the Duke Cassimir that 
she marvelled not a lytle and was offended with him that he did gyve yt oui that ys 
coming was by hir meanes, and that she myslyked any such speches, and prayd him 
hir name might not be so abtised, since she comanded him not to corn, but the States 
had enlerteyned him and they shuld maynteyn his coming, with such other smale 
encouragement to that prince, whose cause of coming in dede bolh you, 1 and ail men 
almost know. Yet thus ernestly liath she comanded to say to him, wryting such a Ietter 
besyde ol'cold comfort, as when I hard of both these, I dyd ail 1 could to stey him at 
home, and with much adoe I think I shall, seing by this mcane I know not what he 
shuld doe ther, but bring grefe and dyscouragement to ali hir best frendes, which for 
my part I had ralher he pereysht in the sea than he shuld [he] instrument of yt.

Now, lastly, touching your self, I vvrote in my last what 1 hard of late. The only fault 
she fyndes with you, ys that you went not yourself to hâve conférence with Monsieur, 
and ther with ail was she much offended; for, uppon hope to hear from you, dyd she 
prolong these mens answers here, and thought to direct the same accordingly uppon 
your advertysmenles, and, as farr as I can gather, she thinkes that Monsieurs coming 
lhether ys ralher to hâve the better meanes to stepp over hether than otherwyse; and, 
with such a mynd of his, hit sèmes she could be well pleased, for therby than were 
she out of dowbt his enterpryse ther had not so depe a fondation as now ys feared; and 
sewrly I suppose she ys perswaded he halh more affcctyon than your adverlysment doth 
gyve lier hope of; and I dowbt, yt ys but my none conceat, that she thinkes you ar not 
wylling to bave lhat matler goe forward, and lhat you ar to hard in beleaving his sin- 
ceryty therin. Well, you ar wyse inough, and can se what doth lead you to think on [onej 
or the other. My only wyshe and advyce to you ys that you observe ail offices lhat way, 
in not only seking the very bottome of his intenlyon, but to make ail your reasons playn 
to Hir Majestie, whether yt be with ytoragenst yt, and that nolhing procede from you 
ther to him lhat he may take dyscouragement at your bandes, nor yet to hir self, to 
shewe wilhout playn cause that you myslrust his affcctyon or myslyke themach.You 
know hir dyspocy tyon aswell as I, and yet can I not but use franknes with you, in 
whose absence I assure you 1 wyll deall as faythfully as J wold my self be dell with ail. 
And, least in this last advyce hit may seme nyce to you such kind of dyrectyon, yet doe 
1 hope you conceave my meaning, which ys that 1 wold bave you, asmuch as you may, 
avoyd the suspicion of Hir Majestie that you dowbt Monsieurs love to hir to much, or 
that you had devolyon inough in you to further hir mariage, albeyl I promys I think
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she hath lytle inough hir self to yl; but yet whal she wold, others Ihink and doe tberin 
you partly hâve cause to know : which moveth me now only lo make yl a remembrance 
unto you to cschewe blâme as much as may be, when olherwyse you shali doe lytle 
good. Hit may be I doe not gyve you liglit inough ofour doinges liere so mucb as you 
wold wyshe and looke for, for jour better proceding ther; but 1 assure you, you hâve 
as much as I can lerne, for our conférence wilh Hir Majestie about affayres ys both 
seldome and slender, more than uppon necessyty ys urged. Hir Majestie ys more often 
trowbled witb hir rume and payne in ber face than she was wont. Yet, God be than- 
ked, this weke hath she byn very well, and therby hath she perhapps byn the lother 
to trowble hir self. And for this malter in hand bere now for hir maryage, ther ys no 
man can tell what to say, as yet she hath imparted with no man, at least not with me, 
nor for ought I can lern with noue other.

Thus for this tyme, having trowbled you longe, I wyli take my leave and wyshe you 
as my self.

In much hast, Hir Majestie rcddy to borsbacke,at Bury, this 1 of august.
Your man Wylliams aryved ycstcrday here. I lhank you for ali your letters, and I 

am gladd our natyon gctles réputation ageyn.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMXLV1.

Lord Cobham et IValsingham aux lords du Conseil privé.
( A n v e r s ,  i  a o û t  1578.)

Si Elisabeth n'intervient pas, les Pays-Bas tomberont au pouvoir du due d’Alençon, dont l’influence 
grandit de jour en jour. — De nombreux ambassadeurs sont arrives à Mons pour engager 
le duc d’Alençon à ne pas traiter avec les États. —■ Négociation de l’ambassadeur de l’Empereur 
avec don Juan.

It may please Your Lordships to understand yt findinge great delay used by the Duke 
d’Alençon in sendinge of bis ministers hither, accordinge to the States request, we thought 
it meele, for the hasleninge of the malier and lo learne whether bis ministers had dealt 
sincerly wilh us, in recommendinge unto him the peace according to our request, and 
more over to discover how himself was aflecled to the same to send Mr Sommers unto
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him : wherin, to the end Your Lordships may know howe we proceaded, we hâve 
sent youe the coppie as well of Mr Somers instructions as of suche answere as he hathe 
brought with him. And, beinge given to understande before his dispatch from us that 
Monsr Champigny, a man very dangerous to this State and so discovered as well for 
praetises here within the contry as abrode with forreyne princes by means of his dis
courses, who remaynethe at Bruxelles, was desirous to speake with us, we thought 
good that Mr Sommers in his way to Monts, passing through Bruxelles, should speake 
with him, and to that purpose wrote a letter of credit unto him, prayinge him to 
communicate unto him yt that he had to do unto us, with whome he might deale 
as franckly as with ourselves. And, for that we thincke the speache yt passed from 
Champigny, is fit to be known by Your Lordships, we thought good to send youe 
a copie of the letter we receaved from Mr Somers conteyning the same. By which 
letter Your Lordships maye perceave the great doubt that Champigny hath of the 
alienacion of the contries from the King of Spain, by reason of the frenche dealinge, 
which is not only his opinion, but the opinion of the wisest men here and bestaffeeted 
to the spanish govermenl, who see no waye to pre[serve] the same but eyther by Don 
Juans withdrawing him out of the contry, or els Her Majestie to receave them into her 
protection and to restore them afterwards to the King of Spayne uppon suche condi- 
cions as Her Majesty shall see most expedient for the continuance of these contries in 
theire ancient forme of government and th’enjoyninge of lheire privilèges.

The state of theire affaires here being sueh, we are d.... pressed to knowe Her 
Majeslys resolucion what course she will take for the benefit of these countries by
som e......a good meaninge, being greately devoted to Her Majesty...... , that are affected
to the French and desirous to feale our myndes in thaï behalf to the end that, if they 
might draw from us that Her Majesty meanethe to hâve no furlher deelinge in these 
causes, they might then so give it out unto the people (who are greatly affected to Her 
Majesty and depende of her favour and canne in no case disgest the cominge in of the 
Frenche, thinking that by layinge before them the necessitie of the protection of some 
forreyne prince and Her Majesty’s indisposition to imbrace theire defenceas the neces
sitie of theire cause requireth, they may the better to draw them to a lyking of Mons' 
d’Alencons cominge. To prevent theire intentions and to make a countermyne against 
them, we put them in mynde of Her Majesty’s former goodnes in yeldinge them sup
port of money and in bringinge in Duke Casimir into this contry for theire defense. We 
put them also in comfort yt, as she hathe not hitherto abandoned them, so she mea
nethe not to withdrawe her gralious favour from them, and that we hope shortly to 
receave some suche answere as shalbe to theire contentment. Perceavinge playnly yt, 
accordingiy as shall appeare by Her Majesties answere that she is inclvned eyther to 
continue or to withdrawe her favour from them, so are they here to resolve eyther to

T ome X. 86
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accept or refuse the frencli partie or at least not lo use (heire assistance otherwyse (lien 
to receave good thereby, without giving tliem any footinge in the eontrey otherwyse 
them a fewe lownes of retreact. These tliings considered, our hope is tliat Her Majesly 
and Your Lordships, seinge the great myscheife tliat should ensue by suffringe the 
French lo possesse these conlries, will take suche order therin as shalbe agréable bothe 
for her honor and safly. The crédit of the French, by reason of rcceaving of certain 
townes in the province of Haynault lielde by Don Juan, wliercof Your Lordships 
shalbe more particulerly informed by Her Majcsty’s agent, beginneth lo growe hcre 
very muche and drawethe the lykinge of lhe people towards tliem.

Monsr remaynelhe slill at Monts whcre rcsort unto him sondry princes ambassadors 
oui of Ilaly, as from tbe Pope, the Venetians, the Duke of Savoy, the Duke of Florence, 
the Duke ofFerrara, to disswade him from assistingeof the States. There is also sent unto 
him from the King his brother, Monsr lîellièvre lo the same purposc : montwarde shew, 
but underhande lo discover liowe the people hcre are inclyncd to Monsr and what suc- 
cesse his disseings in these parts arc lyke to take, lhat, uppon information thereof, the 
King may resolve what course lo holde in these contry causes '.

Monsr seekelhe by ail the meanes lie may to rec... Duke Casimir’s good opinion and 
to remove lhe jalousy lie may perhaps conceave of bis proceadings in these contry causes, 
and to thaï purpost sent of Iate a gentleman of the religion, onc Beaujeu, witli a letter 
unto him, wherof we send Your Lordships a coppy.

By a letter written by La Noue from the french frontiers, who is dayly looked for 
liere, it apperes thaï Mons" forces, wben they are ail assembled, wilbe very great.

Tb’Emperour’s ambassador, bavinge stayed liere long for Don Juan’s sauf-conduct, 
is this day deparled from lience howards him, lie being presently at Lovayne, whorn we 
thought good before his departure to acquaynt with such arguments as is thought might 
best serve to perswade Don Juan to give eare lo a peace and to witbdrawe himself out 
of these contries, the coppie whereof and his answere to the same we send Your Lord
ships.

And so, remembringe our duty to Your good Lordships, we leave the same to the 
protection of the Almightie.

From Antwerp, the 2 of august.
(B rilish M useum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 109.)

’ D’après ce que nous savons de ta négociation de Bcilicvre, il était charge par Henri III de 
représenter au duc d’Alençon l’imprudence de son aventure. A quoi lui servirait de réunir une armée 
s’il ne pouvait la payer? et tel était l’état d'épuisement du trésor en France que de ce côté il ne 
devait espérer aucun secours. Le duc d’Alençon se borna à répondre : « Il est trop tard; le sort en 
est jeté. »
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MMiMMXLVII.

Lord Cobham et fVahingham au docteur JVilson.
( A n v e r s ,  2  a o û t  1 5 7 8 . )

Conférence avec les députés du duc d’Alençon. — Négociation avec don Juan.

After our harde commendacions. These are to let you understande )t tliis day Monsr 
depude came unto us and acquaynted us wilh the Duke theire masters intencion in 
generali termes, which was ihis : lliat there was nothinge lie desircd more than to be 
continued in Her Majesly’s good opinion, to which purpose hehad despatched sondry 
messages unto her and last of ail Monsr de Backevill. And, for the malters here, lhey 
informed us lïiat they were to communicate them wilh us l'rom lyme to tyme as they 
dealt with the States, mynding to do nothinge but we should be made privy therunto, as 
this day that they had ben with the States, and declared unto them theire message, 
which was to desire them to make choise of some deputies, with whome they might 
conferre about theire intention and to take suche furthcr order therin as the présente 
tyme and his comminge in to the contry and the necessitie of theire affaires requireth, 
which the States promised to effcct accordingly, and so bave alreadie made choise of 
theire commissioners.

Th’Emperour’s ambassador is this daye gon to Don Juan, whome we hâve accom- 
panied with a leltcr from us, because he was lothe to bave any of our company wilh 
him. Th’effect of our letter is, as voue maye se by the copie sent with the packet, to 
understande his mynde whelher he can be content we shoulde in Her Majestys name 
be mediators of peace betwixt him and the States, and whelher uppon the condition 
the Siales propose, which he is to understande by lhe ambassador he can lyke to enter 
inlo treatye of lhe same, wherunto as we receave his answere, we hâve to reccompl of 
our slay here; if he lyke not the condicions, then do we mynde, as sone as 1 the 
Seeretary bave ben with Monsr at Monts, havinge no oiher occasion of sley, to returne 
home.

And so we leave youe to the grâce of God.
From Antwerpe, 2 august 1578.

(Brit. Muieum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 110.)
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MMMMXLVI11.

L o r d  C o b h a m  à  lo r d  B u r le ig h .

(  A n v e r s ,  2 a o û t  4578.)

Succès des Anglais au combat de Rymenam.

My good Lorde, My collega havyng ocalion to dispache this berrer for soom parti- 
cular causes hcre yn haynde, etc., I bave thought good to accompeney that dispache 
with soome newes that arc coom this mornyng from the campe, by a letler froom lhe 
Generali to the Prynce. The effect ys that Don Jhon yn parsoonc with the Prynce of 
Parma cam about 8 yn lhe mornyng with 2,000 horses and with 10,000 foottemeyn, 
and at that hower begayne the skermycsche, whicb contencued tyll 5 at nyght, whe[n] 
our nation with the Scootcs did greallye schew’ lher wallew, and so valyenllye followed 
and mayntenayde the actioon, that the enemye was repullsed and followed by our 
natioon abowt a myle. Coronell Norys hade a horse or twoo slayne, and so hade Rowl- 
laynde Yorke. Oon Capetayn Leggyns ys slayne, and Cappetayn Bynggaymes twoo 
brothers, with dyvers other soldeares; and, to be playn, I here no great commendatioon 
of the roytteres. It ys thowght that Don Jhoon will not leave thés enterprice thus.

Thus I commyt Yowr Lordeschyp and ail yowTes to Allmyghty God.
Antwherpe, the seccoonde of auguste. (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMXLIX.

IValsingham au docteur fFilson (?).
( A n v e r s ,  2 a o û t  1578.)

Motifs qui l’ont engagé à ne pas se rendre auprès du duc d’Alençon.

Sir, Findinge Her Majeslie to be easely inclined to conceive hardely of me forstayinge 
from makinge my repayr to Monsr, I thoght good to lay doune ye causes thereof unto 
. . .  yt you might acquainl lier Majeslie with lhem, and thereby wor . . . such satisfac-
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lion to Her Highnes and good construction . . . dcalingcs in lier service as I liave all- 
wayes had a care to perfourme.

Now yc reasons jt  movcd me to slay front. . .  into yl voyage, vvcrc for yt flir Majestie 
minister yt firsl broght ye message of bis desire to bave conférence wilh me, had no 
lctter of credcncc, had in olher thinges delivered many untrueths, bad had . . . doinges 
disavoued by bis master, bad given ont yt Hir Majestie was . . . cause of bis master 
repair into lhese conlries, seking, by ye color of lier Majestys name and through my 
accesse unto him uppon first cominge, to makc bis cominge into ye contrie belter le . . .  
of, lhen otherwyse ye contrie could or vvold bave brooken. These thinges diligently 
considered witb myself, I mean bis want of autboritie, bis untrueths to us, ye disa- 
vouinges of bis doinges by bis master, ye usinge of Her Majestie name, whatsoever ye 
event may be of iiis masters actions, causcd me not to be overhastie, and onely for ye 
respect I beare to Her Majeslies honor and service. Besides, vvben be repaired to us 
afierwards wilh bis lellers of credit, be never made any signification of il. Al Mr Som- 
mers beinge witb ye Duke himself, no onc vvould . . .  mention yt be was desirous eilher 
to talke witb me or to see me, and now, at ye repayre of his deputies hether, ye malter 
is elcane dead as a thinge lliat was a mere dreamc divised by bis ministers and never 
tlioght of by himself. These reasons scemed sufficient causes of stay to me unto ibis 
présent, and, now bis depulyes are come, I cold not départ unlesse I sbold cause the 
whole négociation witb tbe States and us to slay.

The letter I presenlly send to Her Majestie is for ye furthcrance of ye matter yt 
Baskeville is come for. And so I leave you to yc grâce of God.

Krom Andwerpe, ye 2 augustus 1578.
(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, ne 115.)

MMMML.
William Davison au comte de Leicester (?).

(Anvers, 2 a o û t  -1578.)

Détails sur le combat de Ilymcnam. — Les conférences avec les députés du duc d’Alençon 
sont suspendues afin d’apprendre le résultat de la négociation avec don Juan.

1 would not faile to advise Your Lordship by ibis poste of as muchc as hatli succeaded 
sincc . . .  betwene tbe two campes, tbe malter being not unworthie tbe reporting, nor
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olhe . . . think Your Honour will take pleasure to lieare in respect of the weil doing 
of our co . . who hâve honestly repayred the fault commjtted by sonie of them a day 
or iwo at Liere. The cnemy prcsenting himself yes[terday] morning in bataill with
12.000 footemen and 2,000 horse at the Icaste in the f . .  . ., the States camp lieng at 
Rymenam sent fourth certain companies of Scottes to begynn the skermish, who coming 
with a fury towards lhe trenches of . . .  as if lhey could assaile them. Mr Norrys, being 
arryved lhere . . . .  an hower before, was sent fourth to make head against them with 
certain of lus régiment seconded by some of the Scottes. The skirmish, begann hotly
and was bravely mainteigned on th’one syde and o th e r.......... in the morning lill o in
th'afternoone, our counlrymen acquilting th[emselves] with very great value and repu- 
tacion, especially Mr Norrys, Mr B . . . . and Mr York, of whose well doing the General! 
hath rendercd very . . . .  lestimony, as Your Lordship may in parle see by the copie of 
his letler sent to lhe Archduke. Mr Norrys had slayne under him two or three h[orses], 
Rowland Yorke did iikewise loose a horse or two ; Mr Bingh[am] . . .  Iiad good happ in 
his owne person, lost his two brothers who a . .  . lamented, divers others to lhe nomber 
of 40 or thereabouts of o u r . . . .  slayne, but of Capiens onely Liggins, and as many
hui t, amongst . . . .  we beare of none of name save Mr Sandy iMy Lords b ro ther..........
very dangerously shoü trough th’arme.

The whole slau[ghter] this syde is not estemyd to 100 at th’uttermost, whereas of 
the . . . what hurt, what slayne, it is thought they are at the least 4 o r . . .  In somme 
they retyred as fast as they came on furiously . . . .  bene of no men better wellcomed 
then of our counlrymen.

Some think th’ennemyes altempt at this tyme was ony to see w . . .  camp would make 
to try their disposition to fight and to discouver th . . . and that lie doth intend to give 
them yet another eamizado as it be . . .  provoke therunto partly by advantage in respect 
that he is superior.........and value to the States, having 5,500 good horse and 15 or
16.000 . . . better disciplinée!, better conducled and better expirienced then ours, who 
. . . .  past x or xim footemen and 8,000 horse at th’ultcrmost in lhe fîelds and partly by 
necessity byeause that to delay the battait till lhe . . .  Casamire and the rest of the States 
forces sliould bejoigned together . . . .  not be but to his grcat hazard and disadvantage. 
And jet, our . . . intrenchid in a place nalurally stronge, some think he shalbe hardly . . . 
to force them. And, unlesse it fall out that he assale them in there . .  . . ,  lhe Court Bossu 
see mes not in mynd to hazard the battail, as well by cause he doth not much trust to 
the value of his eavaliie for the . . . ., as byeause he haih not yet the nomber of foote
men that he lookes for . . . .  the supply of lhe Duke Casimir who heing once joignid 
together with . . . . , they may boldly seeke out th’ennemy, wbcare he shalbe.

[I] heare that Casimire marchelh hitherwardes having compoixded with his reiters 
for the payment of ther Nauyhgelt, within x v j  dayes the warre, wh . . . .  somewhat aller
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tliem and slay lher comming forwardes : it is lield a n iaücr..........dial th’cnnemy will
aiicmpi eilher him or (lie States othcr camp before lheir joining, so ever it cost hym, if 
ci(hcr or bolb do offer hym any manner of advanlage.......... by the next.

La Noue arryved liere on fryday nigbt hast, who caries a jealous opinion of th'enter- 
prise of l\Ionsr.

The brute is here tbat belwene Callais and Boloigne should lye 4,000 footemen and
1,000 borse deslined for some enterprise by the way of Graveling. In Haynault thcre 
are entered certein companies of horsemen and some supply of footemen to the service 
of Dolleman, but on the nombers we bave yet no certenty. Here is nothing conclu- 
ded yet willi bis commissioners, the matter bcing cheifly delayed uppon answer from 
th’Fmpcrour’s ambassadors now wilh Don Juan, but in Haynault they are as foreward 
as they be here slow in that bchaulf. Th’encrease of the Dukes trayne and dayly resort 
of the French to Mounts, together wilh the inteligence they hâve in the lowne, doth 
make the state lhereof mucli suspected.

And tlius, having none other thing presenlly to advertise Your Lordship, I most 
liumbly tak my leave.

Andwarpc, the second of augustus 1578.
[Dritish Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 57.)

MMMML1.

Le docteur Wilson à  Walsingham.
(Long-Melford, 3 août 1378)

Il importe de connaître les intentions du duc d’Alençon.

The by i dc was never more dcsicrouse of fayre weather than we are here gladde to 
lieatc frome yow, synse your beeing at Mowntes wilh Monsieur.This daie, Monsieur Bac- 
qucville and the frenche ambassadour bad verie longe audience of Her Majestie, both 
together and both severallie, whiche God grawnte maye bee for the bcsl. Upon your rea- 
porte the chiefesl of this matter dependeth, so that, yf yow fynde no sowrtde dealinge, the 
Frenshe maye goe, as they came, whereas otherwyse, there wylbee good eare geaven, 
and perhappes some matter of conséquence wyl folowe. It is higli tyme for us to bee 
assured of some bodic abrode, least, beeing forsaken of al, we shal bee over weake to
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withslande the meanest, yf we shovvlde bee tryed. Yf I maye beleve wordes and speache, 
suerlie I did never see soche a disposition, nor a bettcr mynde, yf al thynges bee as 
syncerelie mente there upon Monsieurs behalfe. But yow are not to discover any soche 
thynge to Monsieur, but onelie to knowe his mynde and disposition in al thynges, and 
so to make reaporte by your advertisernentes, when yow hâve understoode the botome 
of al thynges there on his behalfe, by your own good meanes and of your selfe.

Frome Longe-Melforde, this thyrde of august 1578.
Commende me to My Lord Cobham.

(Record office, Pap. oj Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMLI1.
IValsingham au comte de Leicester.

(Anvers, 3 août 1578.)

Vif mécontentement des États.

Your Lordship by the inclosed may p[erceave] what prynted pampbletes are cas[(e] 
abrode here in fortheraunee of the Frenche. They doe not evyl to take the advaun- 
tage of the tyme, seing howe cowldely Mer Majesty is affected to thés contrye causes, 
Necessi[tye] most neades force them to take some partye. And, thowghe the frenche 
releefe be aecompagned with many inconvenicnees, yet rather then to yeld to Spayne, 
they are resolvcd to make a harde barg[ain]. The States heare by the merchauntes yt 
Her Majestye wyll not passe her bondes, which they do greatly [ . . . . ]  at, seeing what 
coorse the frenc[he] proceadynges take, and the m[ore] straynge it seemethe to them 
f[or] that they looked lhat owre repeyre bether woold hâve browght them rather releefe 
then dyspeyre. This daye or lo morrowe we alten[d] certeyn to be sent unto us from 
the States to open ther greefes and to pra[y] Her Majestys speedy resolutyon, eyther 
one waye or another. And so having nothing elles presently to imparte unto Your 
Lordship, I most humbly take my leave.

At Antwerpe, the thirde of auguste 1578.
(.BrUish Museum, Galba, C. VJ, 2' partie, n* 58.)
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MM MM LUI.
IValsingham à lord Burleigh.

(Anvers, 3 août 1378.)

La reine seule peut arrêter les desseins des Français.

My verry good Lord, The dyscoorse I sende Your Lordship, wrytten in favor of the 
Frenche, dotlie playnly dyscover ther intenlyon. None ther is to brydel them and lo 
kepe ther desseygnes within lymyltes but the Queen’s Majestye. She being lhen myn- 
ded lo hâve no further dealyng in the cause, yt is evydent what wyII bccome of the 
matter. My Lord and I hâve dyscharged owre dulyes unto Hcr Majestye and to Your 
Lordships so playnly in this behalfe as, what soever shall become of the cause, I hope 
we shall be fownde faulteles.

And so, having presently nothingells to imparte unto Your Lordship, I most humbly 
take my leave.

At Antewarpe, the thirde of august 1378.
(Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 3.)

MMMMLIV.
ISote des ambassadeurs anglais.

(4 Août 1578.)

Ils ne peuvent admettre certains articles des propositions adressées par les Etats au duc d’Alençon.

Messieurs les Ambassadeurs d’Angleterre, aiants bien considéré une instruction à eux 
baillée par Messieurs les Estats-Gènèraux des Pays-Bas, respondent :

Le xv' article portant ces mois : Que, en cas que par cy-après ils voulussent prendre 
ung autre maislre, qu’ils le préféreront à tous autres, impugne manifestement aux 

T ome X. 87
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traietés entre la Couronne d’Angleterre et la Maison de Bourgoigne, comme faict aussy 
le xvi' article qui faict que les sr’ ambassadeurs d’Angleterre ne les peuvent approuver.

Le xvii' article ayant ces mots : pour l’asseitrance diulict sT duc, etc., luy meclre ès 
mains les villes de Quesnoy, Landrecies et Bavais, d’autant qu’il est question d’aliéner 
les villes dudict duché de Bourgoigne, il louche aussy auxdietz traietés et sur ce lesdicls 
s" ambassadeurs disent comme dessus.

Au xxi' article il est dict que loutles les villes, places et fortresses sciluées par delà 
la Mcuze, si comme Bourgoigne, Luxembourg, etc., demeureront soubs la puissance et 
obéissance dudict sr duc sa vie durant, lesdicts sr’ ambassadeurs, sçaehans que iceulx 
pays sont membre dudict duché de Bourgoigne, disent aussy comme dessus.

Au xxiu' article lesdicts s" ambassadeurs respondent comme dessus.
Quant aux autres articles de la dicte instruction, lesdicts srs ambassadeurs en 

remectent la considération à Sa Majesté Réginale, vers laquelle ils despèchent présen
tement pour les luy représenter.

(Bibliothèque royale de Bruxelles, ms. 7199, fol. 245.)

MMMMLV.
JValsingham à lord Bitrleigh (?).

(Anvers, 4 août 4578.)

11 rend comple d'une communication de Bussy d’Amboise.

My very good Lord, The cause of ibis dcspatch is to acquaynt Her Majestv with that 
I rcceaved from Bussy d’Amboyse louching the matter tliat Backville is sent with to 
Her Majesty, and also (o render lier Majestv reason of my stey from repayre to Monsr, 
wbicb I understand by Your Lordsbip letters and other sbe thincketh not well, of wbicb 
reasons 1 bave discoursed, as lyme would serve me, to Mr Sccrelary, by whom 1 trust 
Your Lordsbip shall understande the good grounde I had to resolve so as I bave donne, 
beseebing Your Lordsbip to lake notice of them from bim and to use ibem to Her 
Majesty in my bebalf as youe shall see 1 bave cause in truthe to stande uppon them. 
Thinckinge my self with my most humble tbancks for the same very much beboldinge 
to Your Lordship jours earnest travayling with Her Majesty for hcr good opinion to be 
conceaved of me and my doinges in this service, wbicb I would gladly advance to Her
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Majestys contentment and safly, by ail possible means that may be thought in degree 
better then olher.

Touchingthe good success the States bave had in the conflict with lhe enemy the 
seconde of this présent through the valour of oui* nacion, wherin Mr Norris halh wonne 
himself great credit and lionnor, as hathe also captayne Bingham, l referre Your Lord- 
sbippe to the coppie of the Count Bossu’s lelter to the Archduke, whicb I sende away 
in the packet, as also the answere that Duke Casimir sent by Beaujeu to Monsr.

And, so constrayned to make shorter than I wonlde, I take my leave of Your Lord- 
ship, leaving the same to the grâce of God.

From Antwearpe, 4 august 1578.
(British Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 116.)

MMMMLVI.

Le duc Casimir à la reine d’Angleterre.
(DOESBURG, 4 AOUT 1378.)

Il compte sur l’appui de la reine d’Angleferre.

Madame, Le contentement que Votre Majesté a d’avoir esté advertie de mon advan- 
cement vers les Païs-Bas avec mes troupes, me faict croistre l’envie que j ’ay d’y pou
voir faire quelque bon et remarquable exploict pour l’advancement de la gloire de Dieu 
et l[e] repos publicque, affin que lesdits pais senten[t] l’effect espéré de ma venue, et 
Vostre Majesté aye tant plus grande occasion de joye et contentement. J ’ay receu très- 
grand regret et suis infînement marry d’avoir si longuement esté retenu, sans avoir la 
comodité de rien faire, près de Zutphen, attendant les deniers ordonnés pour le pre
mier paiement de mes gens : en quoy Messieurs des Estais-Généraulx se sont mon
trés, semblable à eux-mesmes, lents et irrésolus, m’ayans là laissé croupir l’espace d’ung 
mois à grande perte de temps et frais, près d’une ville voisine ennemie nommée Deventer, 
laquelle mon armée, aultremcnt lors inutile, avoit grand envie de prendre, si j ’eusse 
esté fourny d’artillerie et municions nécessaires, comme ils l’ont soubhaité et souven- 
tefois requis, mais en vain.

Vos ambassadeurs m’ont adverti qu’ils sont résolus de partir d’Anvers pour retourner 
en Angleterre dans six ou dix jours et qua ceste occasion n’auroyenl-ils la comodité de
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me veoir. Ce que loutesfois j ’eusse infînement désiré afïîn qu’ils eussent i'aict tant plus 
asseuré raport à Votre Majesté de mes troupes, et pour leur déelairer de bouche l’envie 
que j ’ay de vous obéir et complaire, et entendre d’eux aussi vos intencions et ce que je 
doibs maintenant entreprendre pour votre service; car je me suis embarqué en cest 
affaire pour votre regard, quy m’en avez sollicitée et requise. Maintenant que je suis 
sus pied et que j ’ay le moyen de faire paroistre par effect combien je suis désireux de 
vous contenter en tout ce que me sera possible, je me trouve par manière de dire 
abandonné au millieu de la carrière. Sy suis-je ccrtayn que m’ayant Votre Majesté 
asseurée non-seulement par vos ambassadeurs de bouche, mais aussi par lettres, que 
ne m’abandonneriez, ains que m’assisteriez de vos moyens, vous effectuerez, en cela 
comme en toutes aultres choses, vos promesses, estant voslre assistence maintenant plus 
nécessaire et requise qu’elle ne fust jamais, comme je m’asseure qu’entendrez par vos 
ambassadeurs, ausqucls ay faict faire déclarac[i]on particulière de ce que me semble 
pour le présent nécessaire.

Pour le regard des seigneurs et gentilhommes de ce pais, auxquels Voslre Majesté 
désire que je porte bonne affeccion, j ’espère me tellement comporter en leur endroict 
par tout où l’occasion se présentera, tant en général qu’en particulier, qu’ils auront occa
sion d’en recevoir contentement.

Et d’auliant que me recomendez si soigneusement le Marquis d’Haverech, je luy 
feray paroistre par tous moyens à mon possible l’envie que j ’ay de vous obéir et con
tenter : estant de soy chose très-nécessaire que je tienne bonne corrcspondence et 
amitié avec tous, affin qu’estans unis, nous entendans bien par ensemble, toutes choses 
puissent estre guidées avec meilleur ordre à quelque bonne issue.

Duspurg, c e 4 d ’aoust 1378.
(Bnf. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 182.)

MMMMLVII.

Déclaration des Etats-généraux.
(Anvers, 5 août 1578.)

Réponse à la note des ambassadeurs anglais.

Les Estats-généraulx, aiants veu la rcsponcc de messieurs les ambassadeurs d’Angle
terre donnée sur l’instruction à eulx baillée de la part desdicts Estats, se tiennent en
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paine et perplexité à cause des difficultés portées par ladiclc rcsponce et retardement 
de l’ultérieure comunicalion avec les ambassadeurs du duc d’Alençon, où au contraire 
on avoit espéré que lesdicts s" ambassadeurs d’Angleterre, suivant les précédentes 
advertenees, eussent esté suffisament auctorisés pour sans ultérieur dilay résouldre 
absolutement sur ledict traicté et moyens mys en avant : à raison de quoy ne peuvent 
lesdicts Estais laisser de représenter ausdicts s” ambassadeurs qu’ils désireroient bien 
diférer ledict affaire jusques à ce qu’ils pouroient entendre le bon conseil et plaisir de 
la Majesté de la Royne d’Angleterre sur les difficultés contenues en ladicte rcsponce, 
mais que la nécessité les constrainct de recepvoir promptement ledict sr Duc d’Alençon 
comme amy ou tomber en danger qu’il prendra aultre party au désavantaige de ce 
pay s ; et, pour ce que ccst affaire est fort bazardeux, lesdicts Estais prient lesdicts 
s'“ ambassadeurs de vouloir à culx impartir sur ce leur bon advis et conseil.

Faiet en Anvers en l’assemblée des Estats-généraulx, le ve jour d’aousl 1578.

(Bibliothèque royale de Bruxelles, ms. 7199, p. 247; Archives de l'Etui 
à Bruges, Reg. 659, n" 102.)

MMMMLVI11.
Don Juan aux ambassadeurs anglais.

!6 août 1578.)

11 reste dispose à traiter de la paix.

Messieurs, l’Ambassadeur de l’Empereur m’a délivré vos lettres du dernier du 
passé, par lesquelles m’asscurcz que la Royne vostre maîtresse aurait toujours eu et a 
cncoircs ferme désir de vcoir les troubles de ce pays paciffiés cl le peuple d’ieelluy 
réduict en l’obéyssancc de leur légittime et souverain seigneur, et que suyvant ce elle 
vous aurait envoyé devers les Estais pour les induyrc à s’y accomodcr. Qu’a esté et est 
ung office louable et digne d’estre traielé avec toute syncérité, tant pour ee que ledict 
faiet a de commun avec tous potentats pour se conserver, que pour la bonne volonté 
que le Roy mon seigneur luy a (ousjours porté et démonstré. En quoy il est plus que 
raisonnable que ladiclc dame Royne luy corresponde de mesme, comme aussi que vous,
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envoyés à ung si bon œuvre de sa part, vous y employez au myeulx que vous sera 
possible : de quoy ne sçaurions recepvoir sinon tout contentement, ne souhaittanl rien 
plus, comme oncques je ne désiray, que de veoir cesdicts pays en paix et repos, m’es
tant rendu en iceulx à ceste seulle fin sans y prétendre aultre chose quelconcque, suy- 
vant quoy seray tousjours très-aise d’y entendre quand les Estats se vouldront conduyre 
de sorte que je puisse avoir espoir d’y parvenir : à quoy ferez bien de les induyre,sans 
plus longuement se contenir ès calamités de ceste guerre, ains de procurer vivre paisi
blement. Et, quant à vostre acheminement devers moy, tous ceulx qui de la part de la 
Royne me sont venus trouver, me sont tousjours esté les bien venus, comme le serez 
semblablement, quand en vouldrez prendre la paine, combien que présentement je ne 
sçay si ce ne seroit superflu de perdre aultant de temps, lequel povez myeulx employer 
par delà induisant lesdits Estats à toute raison, veu que, de mon costel, j’v suis tousjours 
esté tellement enclin que n’y fault aucunes persuasions en mon endroit, comme pourra 
tesmoingner ledict sieur Ambassadeur par ce que luy ay respondu sur l’intercession 
qu’il m’at proposé de Sa iMajesté Impérialle.

A tant, messieurs, je prie le Créateur vous avoir en sa saincte et très-digne garde.
De Hakendover-lez-Thilemont, ce vje d’aoust 1578.

(Publié par M. B l a e s , Mém. anon., t. 111, p. 59.)

MiMMMLIX.
Pouvoirs donnés par les Etats-généraux.

(Anvers, 6 août 1378.)

Messire Bucho Aytta, prévôt de Saii.t-Bavon, François d’Ongnies, chevalier, le docteur Leoninus 
et Adolphe de Mcclkcrkc sont autorisés à se rendre à Malines afin de poursuivre, d’accord avec 
les ambassadeurs de l’Empereur, du roi de France et de la reine d’Angleterre, les négociations 
ouvertes avec don Juan.

(Bibliothèque royale de Bruxelles, ms. 7199, fol. 179; Brilish Museum, 
Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 136.)
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MMMMLX.
Mémoire des ambassadeurs d’Angleterre.

(Anvers, 6 a o û t  1378.)

Réponse à la note des Etats.

Les ambassadeurs de la Roine d’Angleterre, aians considéré ung escript à eulx baillé 
le b d’aoust par le sieur Longolius et quelques aultres députés des Estats *, et treuvans 
tant par celui que les propos desdicts députés, que lesdicts Estats se trcuvent en peine 
et perplexité à cause des difficultés portées par la responce donnée par lesdicts sieurs 
ambassadeurs en escript à l’instruction à eulx présentée par lesdicts députés le jour pré
cédent, ont bien voulu et treuvé bon, estans à ce requis, de répliquer qu’ils espèrent 
bien que lesdicts seigneurs des Estats se fussent satisfaicts et contentés de ladictc res
ponce, comme estant fondée sur si grande raison pour l’entretènement et préservation 
des traiclés entre la Coronne d’Angleterre et la Maison de Bourgogne, pour laquelle 
maintenir ils ne peuvent qu’encores s’y résouldre et persister comme chose qui touche 1

1 Les États avaient proposé aux ambassadeurs anglais d'adhérer à la déclaration suivante :
o. Comme il soyt que Monsieur de Bussy d’Amboyse et scs collègues, députés de Monsieur le Duc 

d’Alençon, ne se trouvent satisfaicts de la responce, que les ambassadeurs de la Royne d’Angleterre 
ont faict au lSmc article d'une lns[truc]lion baillée par les Estats des Pays-Bas, comme si lesdicts 
ambassadeurs vo[u]lussent exclure mesmes mondict seigneur le Duc, lesdicts ambassade[urs], portans 
le respect à Son Altesse qu'à icelle appartient, au regard de la bonne intelligence qui est entre 
Sa Majesté et luy, déclarent que la clause dudj[et] article à sçavoir: prendre ung aultre maistre, ne 
s’entendra pour le respect de mondict seigneur Duc seulement, mais de tout aultre. Estant l'intention 
de Sa dicte Majesté de conserver ces pays soubs l'obéissance du Roy Catholique et d’cmpescher direc
tement qu’ils ne s'en puissent séparer, ensuivant les anciens traités en[trc] la Couronne d’Angleterre 
et la Maison de Bourgongne.

» Lesdicts sieurs ambassadeurs sont d’opinion que la Royne ne se mescontente du 17e article, moyen
nant que ces mots y soyent adjoustés : pour l’asseurance dudit seigneur Dite tant pour sa retraiclc comme 
pour le soulagement des malades, blesses et aultres nécessiteux de ses gens, et non à aultre fin, sinon 
comme il est contenu au 24e article de la dicte instruction. »

Mais les ambassadeurs anglais répondirent par un refus : « My lords did not likc. of this, as not min- 
dinge to départ one vhitt from tbeir firsl apostilles, liowbeit lliey desired ye States advice lherein, 
purposinge lo deliver il afferwards to ye dcputics, but not as tbeir résolution «. (Drit. Mus., Galba, 
C. VI, 2e partie, n° 129.)
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Sa Majesté en honneur et justice; et comme il soit que lesdicts seigneurs des Estais 
désirent d’avoir les advis et conseil desdiets seigneurs ambassadeurs au regard de leur 
présente nécessité qui les contrainct promptement de recevoir lcdict seigneur d’Alençon 
comme ami ou tumber en danger qu’il prendra aultre party, comme lesdicts Estais pré
tendent, au désadvantage dudit païs, lesdicts seigneurs ambassadeurs ne sçavent quel 
advis et conseil leur donner en ce tant important affère, ains le remeclant à leur propre 
advis et conseil, leur donnant par ce néantmoins à entendre, par ce que Sa Majesté 
prendra en bonne et amiable part, s’ils vendent attendre huict ou dix jours, pour dedans 
ce temps sçavoir l’opinion de Sa Majesté sur les poincts de ladicte instruction : ce qu’aul- 
tremenl Sadicle Majesté poura trouver estrange qu’un affère de tel poix et importance 
se haste à conclusion avec telle expédition que de n’attendre si peu de temps, veu mesme 
que ce traicté heut peu recevoir plus prompte fin si les députés dudict seigneur Duc se 
fussent treuvés en ce lieu d’Anvers, selon qu’il avoit esté accordé et par eulx expressé
ment promis.

(.Archives du Royaume à Bruxelles, Documents historiques, t. XIII, fol. 225;
Archives de la ville d’Ypres.)

MMMMLXI.
Le comte de Sussex à JFalsincjham.

(Saint-Edmunds-Bury, 6 août -1578.)

Le due d’Alençon ne s’incline devant les volontés d’Élisabeth que parce qu’il espère obtenir sa main. — 
Le jour où cet espoir sera évanoui, rien n’arrêtera son ambition.

Good M' Secretary, [ receyvcd this daye your letters of the xxix"1 of the laste, and did 
also rcceyve from you onc other letter sens the arryvall of Mr Somers with you, so as 
I bave rcceyved two from you sens 1 wroteeny to you. The cause hathe bene for thaï 
I was not made acquaynted with the sendyng of eny messenger to you sens my recept 
of those letters, although I do now understand tint one or two messengers hâve benc sent 
withowt my knolege, wherof I am very sory, and praye you to impute the fait therof to 
others and not to me.

I bave sene your letters wrylten to the Councell, and, as I did lyke very well that you
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should repayer lo Monsieur upon llie offer made by him, so do 1 thynke lhe causes of 
your staye to be reasonabell to movc you tberto, and tbat you did tbcn as I wowlde bave 
don, yf 1 bad bene in your place. And treuly, Mr Secrelary, I do and wyll saye that in 
ali matters you bave delle wilh as grete dyscretyon, consyderyng lhe dangers of lhe 
causes and the uncertenly of lhem wilh whom you deale as ever eny man did or cowld 
do. Il resleth in God to dyspoee ber balte as sliall plcase him, for she is sufficienlly 
informed by you of ail ihinges ; and the case wylbe liard bolhe wilh the Queen and 
witli Ingland, yf ever lhe Frenche possesse or the Spanyardes tyranyse in the Lowe- 
Cuntryes. And suerly, in my opynyon, who so ever sball thynke by devyse to putt over 
matters for a lyme for lhe benyfyl of lier person, althoughe perhaps lhe same mave be 
hurtful lo England, and lherby devyde lhe good of lier from the good of the realmet 
and so lhe ill of lier from the ill of the reaime, sliall in ih’ende botlie decyve her and 
lhe reaime. It is good to put over lyme, when il bryngeth good effectes, but to put over 
tyme, when that only overllirowclh ail thinges, is then the dangerousl matter that maye 
be; and therfor, to put over tyme in tliis matter, wherliy in shorlc tyme ether the Spa- 
nyshe or the French sliall liavc (lier wylles of the Lowe-Cuniryes, is the dangerous, 
matter for the Queen and England, in my opynyon, then maye be. Backevyle doth here 
affyrme that botlie in the causes of the Lowe-Cuntryc and also for Monsicurs person, 
Her Majeste maye dyspose of Monsieur at lier plesuer b And suerly I do thynke, yf she 
wyll make him her hushande, she maye do as lie sayeth. Otherwyse I can not be per- 
swaded that she sliall do eny thing with him that sliall hynder his grctenes eny wayes, 
and specyally in tliis enterprise. When you sliall speke with him, you sliall best fynd 
his meanyng by bis awne speches; but, trewly, for my awne parte, yf Her Majeste 
rejecte his offer, and lie rcmaync owte of hope lo make her his wyfe, and therby to be 
grete, he wyll performe no worde lie sliall speke that maye hynder bis grelenes other
wyse. Yf I erre, I am sory for it, but tliis is my opynyon, which I do playnly delyver to 
you as on not withowt grete fere that, whyles we hope to dally wilh him in talke of 
maryage therby to staye bis other actions, lie wyll gyve fayre wordes ageyne and pro
cede in dedes to bis best advantage.

And so, wilh my mostc liarty eonmiendatyons, for tliis tyme, I take my leave.
From Buryc, lhe vjlh of auguste 1S78.

(Record office, Pap o f Holland, vol. o.)

1 On lit dans une lettre de Richard Topcliiï : « Monseigneur shew himself and ail his at Her 
Majesty’s dévotion, and was eonie into tlic Low-Countrics to he directcd wholly by Your Majesty, 
whcre lie niiglit reçoive and follow your directions, which he would do wilh as gréai sinceritv as could 
be required ».

T ojie X. SS
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MMMMLXII.
L’archevêque de Glasgoiv à don Juan.

(Paris, 6 août -1578.)

Recommandation en faveur d’Égremont Ratcliff.

Monseigneur, Estant le Sieur de Radcleife, gentilhomme anglois, frère du Comte de 
Sussex, en bonne volonté et intention de faire très-humble service et fidelle à Sa Majesté 
Catholique et à Votre Altesse, s’en allant pour cesle occasion par delà, je l’a y acom- 
paigné de ceste-cy à cause du tesmoignage que j ’ay de sa religion catholique et dévo
tion qu’il porte à la Royne ma Souveraine et à son service, pour vous supplier très-hum
blement qu’il vous plaise le recepvoir et emploier pour ledit service de Sadite Majesté 
Catholique et le vôtre, où il espère faire si bon debvoir que Votre Altesse n’en recevra 
que tout conlantement, vous asseurant que la faveur dont il vous plaira l’honorer, sera 
très-agréable à madite dame qui l’a en bien grande recommandation : Qui est ce qui 
me faict plus hardiment oser vous su plier en cest endroict, où je vous baiserai très- 
humblement les mains, priant Dieu qu'il vous donne, Monseigneur, en très-bonne et 
très-parfaicte santé, très-longue et très-heureuse vie et plus heureux succès de vos 
entreprinses à votre contentement.

De Paris, ce 6e aougst 1578.
[Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles, Dossier Ralcliff.)

MMMMLXIIL
La reine d’Angleterre à Walsingham.

(Saint-Edmuhds-Bury, 8 août 1578. )

Il lui importe de connaître les intentions du duc d’Alençon. — S’il se borne à repousser les 
Espagnols, on ne peut s’en plaindre; mais il ne doit pas usurper la souveraineté des Pays-Bas. — 
On pourra juger de la sincérité des protestations dont il a chargé Bacqueville. — Si les États n’ont 
pas besoin de son appui, ils pourront le renvoyer avec quelques témoignages de gratitude. — 
Walsingham se justifiera à son retour.

Right trustie and welbeloved, We greate yow wel. Where by your last letters yow 
bave made a longe déclaration of your conférence with Bussy d’Amboise and shewed
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us some cause of your stay from repayringe to Monsieur d’Alençon, as we did wil you 
to doe, although we finde nothinge lo be misliked in your diligent report of Bussies 
large speaches in his masters behalf, as wel generally... asseurance of him to content 
us in ali his actions, as specially... continuynge his former pursuit lo marry with us : 
yet we se not lhat yow did folowe that course, which both yow did know before your 
departure, was our spécial meaningc, for ye direction of y... actions of Monsieur in ibis 
entreprise ofhis, as also nowe uppon hisowne sodaine cominge, and ye great prépara
tions made for... great forces to folowe, is presently nedefull for us more parlicularly to 
understande what we may in dede be assured of, andfnot] be abused with generali 
offers of good wil, yea of mariage, an... in ye meane time to wynne such advantage 
thereby entringe into such a possession of ye conlrie as may prove nether good for 
lhat contrie, nor yet for us. And therefore, as yow knewe that when, at your departure, 
il was thoght that Monsieur had left his former entreprise of aydinge ye States, we were, 
in good reason, in favour of ye States, moved to wisheye renewinge of his treatie with 
ye States, so as they might bave his ayde to doe lhem good against ye Spaniardes, but 
not to acquire to himself the possession of those contries, we did therefore give to his 
servant Du Vray answere lhat, if Monsieur wold so deale with ye States to give them 
onely such ayde as we or our minislers on that side, by conférence with ye States, shold 
thinke meete, then we coold not mislike of his renewinge of his former treatie with ye 
States, which kinde of answer of ours we heare lie doeth interprete to be ye cause ofhis 
cominge thither. But consideringe he doeth not make us acquainted with his spécial 
intent and scope, how farre he meaneth to extende this his ayde and forces, beinge 
meant, as we heare, to be greater then ye States hâve nede of, or at lest then they do 
require, it is ye more necessarie lhat yow do directly presse him and his ministers to 
know his resolution, and to move him to be content, for avoydinge ye sinister interpré
tation that may be made of his pretence of aydinge, that yow our ministers there might 
conferre with ye States and with his ministers also to grow to some resolution, in what 
sort, with what nombers and forces and with what conditions it shal seme toall parties 
raisonable, sufficient and honorable lhat ye Low-Contries be ayded by him, as he pro- 
fesseth, onely to be delivered of the oppression and tyrannie of ye Spaniardes, and not, 
under colour of receiving of his ayde, to become subject to him ; and this is ye matler 
yow know we hâve cause to desire, and therefore our meaninge is and was that yow 
shold not onely by your dealinge with him and his ministers get ye knoledge of his 
intention, to this onde, but doe your uttermost to procure him to procede no further. 
Jn which doinge, yow may assure Monsieur, if his desire be indede, as in wordes his 
ministers liere doc prelende, lo please us and to preferre our advise and requestes afore 
ail olhcrs, by this onely course he may make most assured accompt of our good wil 
and of our readines lo assist him in ail his actions, tendinge to his safetie and honor, as
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he halh alredy had good profe of us in times past. And, to conclude, \ve require yow 
to kepe this course with him, and, if yow shal finde any other intention, lo advertise 
us tliereof with spede; for we hâve cause to be perplexcd at this lime for ye doubt we 
may bave whether ail tbese fayre offers to us by his letters and messengers may prove 
rather an interteinement of us, to winne time for his parliculer advantage, in ye acqui- 
ringe of those contries, wbich it bchoveth us by ail good meanes possibly to witli- 
stande.

Yow shall furthermore understande that Backvile, Monsieurs ambassadour bere, 
declareth that bis master wil in this action be wbolly ruled by us, either to prosecute 
it, as we wil, or to leave it and desist, if we wil so hâve him (o doe : wbich how we may 
believe, is doutfull, and tberfore we wold bave yow conferre with such of the States as 
yow thinke meete and learne of them wbat tbey shal thinke meelest herein, that is 
wbetber their owne forces with Casimire shal seme sufficient, witbout bavinge assis
tance of Monsieurs, and whether tbey coold be content that Monsieur were perswaded 
lo desist from bis enterprise; and, if they so wil, yow shall déclaré unto them that yow 
hâve some good grounde to ass.... Monsieur and lo move him therto; and so our plea- 
sure is that yow should deale with Monsieur, déclaré to him that we are informed by 
his servant Monsieur Backevile as above is mentioned, and to move him in respect of 
ye jalousie that ye world hath of thèse his actions to give ayde where he is not required, 
addinge such other reasons as yow shall thinke meete, witbout thereby rnovinge him 
to mislike of such a motion, but by reason of ye offer lhereof made to us by his minis- 
ters bere; but, if by ye States yow shall pereeive that, without his assistance, they are 
not able to withstande ye spanishe forces, then, after you shalbe so informed in what 
maner without their danger they wold hâve this ayde, in that sort yow shall deale with 
him and use ail persuasions convenient in our name, whereby we shal prove how we 
may tr.... to his large offers to be ruled wbolly by us. And consideringe it may seme 
strange to move Monsieur d'Alençon to desist lotally from the enterprise, whcrein he 
hath bin so greatly charged with his préparation and interteinement of hisarmie, if ye 
States shall thinke it meet so to be, and that yow shall take uppon yow so lo doe, it 
shalbe requisite, before yow doe deale with him therein, that it he obteined of ye States 
that some honorable recompense be made to him, such as ye States shall thinke con
venient, ether in présent money or with bondes or with some townes to be as gages 
for ye satisfaction thereof, and thereby with more reason he may be moved to desist, 
vvhicli if he wil not doe, then may we thereby conceive that he hath some further inten
tion and that also we hâve no cause to give credit to his ambassadours speacbe here. 
This latter point of rnovinge him to desist, we know hath great difficultie in it to be 
propounded to him, nether wold we thinke thereof, but that his ambassadour here, 
Backevile, doeth constantly deliver it from his master.
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Althogh yow may conceive that we hâve had mislikinge of some part of jour proce- 

dinges, for that ye issue thereof answerelh not our expectations or at lest our desire, 
and therewith bolh ye Lord Cobham and yow may be in jour mindes somewhat 
grieved, yet consideringe we are wel assured of both yourgood wils and faithfuil mea- 
ninges, take conceipt of grief, but continue yow jour endevours to doe what yow may, 
ether to procure peaee, as hitherto yow bave done, or to devise how ye ayde of France 
may be tempered to doe ye States good against ye Spaniardes, which we see by many 
tokens, very doutfull, althogh Backevile Iiere useth assured speaches of Monsieurs 
intention to ye contrarie. And yow Walsingham shall at jour retourne know what we 
hâve misliked in jour actions, at which lime we wil not refuse like a good mislresse to 
hâve yow answere with aceustomed faveur.

Yeven at our towneof Bury-S'-Edmond, ye 8 of august 1578.
[Brilish Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 127.)

MiMMMLXIV.

Lord Barleigh à JValsingham.
( S a i n t - E d m ü k d s - B u r y ,  8 a o û t  1578.)

Observations sur la lettre de la reine. — Le dernier terme des difficultés sera peut-être que l’Archiduc 
retienne le Brabant et le prince d’Orange la Flandre.

Sir, About 8 of clock this morning, I fynished and delyvered my lelter to my Lord 
Cobhams man, who was redy to départ frotn hence to the sea at Harwych, at which 
tyme 1 cold not tell what Hir Majesty wold bave doone with a letter which she caused 
me to wryte in ail hast on thursday at night, and yet she semed not to bave regard 
therof ail yeslerday; and now, being about iij of the clock, she calleth for me, with 
some mislykyng that the letter was not depeached. I answered that without hirsigning 
it cold nether go, nor ryde, which I spak merely; but in ernest I told hir I had no 
lykyng to the latter part of the letter, to move Monsieur to départ, as a thyng dishono
rable and unresonable, without some olher motion than uppon bare wordes.

Well, My Lord of Lecester, being by hyr, and Mr Wilson also was of my opinion, 
but I perceave Baekvile and Malvesyre bave more creditt in this poynt; for she wold 
not alter hir purposs; and so she signed the letter, but yet she commanded a sentence 
to be added, which is the last, wherof I pray you mak My Lord Cobham acqueynted,
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to comfort hym; and iruly, tliough she added thaï, whan you shuld retorn, she wold 
talk wilh you, yet this was spoken with no angre al ail, nether wold I hâve eiher you 
or My Lord Cobham tak any grève to liurt you or lo discorag your actions and spirittes ; 
for, how so cvcr the evcnt of thynges be, tlier can be no more required of you but 
your faytbfull and paynfull travells. I speak not of your chargeable résidence ther, 
wliich suerly must nedes be excessyvc for manny respectes; and in very dede I told hir 
wilh some weight thaï the whole world wold condem hir, if the Low-Contreys shuld 
be joyned to France, which, by helpyng the States, she might hâve stayd, and yet in 
the end plesured the King of Spayne ageynst his will with resloryng of his contreys. 
Whylcst I was wrytyng, your letters of the thyrd of this monlh arryvc here, with a 
prynted devise dedicat to S'-Aldegond, wlto I tliynk devised il hym self, except by loo- 
kyng into a few lynes therof, I dout the author to be of less wysdom, but what to judg 
of it, at the wrytyng hereof, I can not tell. Only the tille shewelh what course it is 
lykly lhat contrey will tak, which if it shall follow, I wish the Prince of Orang might 
rcteyn lo hym self the Flandes, and the Archduk Brabant or Gueldres : the more devi
sions of the spanish Co[ur]te, the belter for us, but I may rather wish this lhan look 
for it. And so 1 end.

From the Court, in the houss of Bury, wher we fynd the people very sound, saving 
in some partes infected wilh the bransyk hcresy of the papisticall family of Lore.

8 august.
Sir, I hâve no lesure to wryte any more, and therfor I pray you lett Mr Davison 

understand how thankfully I tak his frequent wrylynges and advertissmenles, which I 
pray hym to contynew.

{Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. o.)

MMMMLXV.
Le docteur JVilson à IVahingham.

(Saint-Edmunds-Bdry, 8 août 1578. )

11 engage Walsingham à se hâter de voir le duc d’Alençon. — Il serait utile de connaître 
les intentions de M. de la Motte.

Albeit yow shal understande at large by the Queenes Majesties letler what Her 
Highnes plcasure is for My Lorde and yow to doe in this most dangerowse worlde, yet 
1 thought good to saie somewhat unto yow my selfe, especially touching Her Majesties
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judgement of jour service. And suerly I must saie unto yow (hat I doe not knowe any 
soche disselyking conceyved as yow are enformed. The bondes, and the not goynge (o 
Monsieur al this tyme, hâve been the twoe onelie eawses of discontentalion, al your 
other dealinges and conferencies taken in verie good parte,and al My hordes standinge 
in defence with one accorde of your discrete and wyse dealinges : onelie they wyshed 
lhat yow had sooner spoken with Monsieur, whiehe I woulde wyshe yow did without 
farther délayé, yf yow bave not alreadie spoken with hym; and the rather hecawse 
Monsieur de Quyssy is dispatched at this présent frome hense to Monsieur, to knowe 
his resolute mynde and détermination in al thynges.

I hâve receaved lellers frome Bridges, whereby I underslande that La Mote is like 
to bee frenshe, whiehe wer most necessarie to bee knowen speedelie. Yf yow knew a 
fytte man to bee employed there to deale with La Mote, as frome the Queene, and to 
knowe his fui intention, I woulde wyshe yow used hym presentlie, and I knowe the 
Queenes Majestie woulde lyke it verie wel. In my opinion, the whole state of Flanders 
welfayre dependelh upon La Motes dealinges, who beeing wanne frenshe (as I doe 
feare greatlie), God knoweth what universal harme wyl folowe. Yf I knew any one 
iiere that woulde and cowlde doe any good service with La Mote, suerlie I woulde 
sende hym presentlie, but I ean not yet fynde out an hable man, excepte M' Wylkes, 
who is now absent farre frome the Cowrte. 1 hâve thought of Hearle, but he wyl fyl 
our heades here with soche varielie of uncertayne trewthes, as I dare not adventure 
upon hym.

God ayde us, unto whome I commende My Lorde Cobham and yourselfe and al 
your honorable and godlie actions.

Frome the Cowrte at Berie, the 8 ofaugust 1378.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. S.)

MMMMLXV1.
Le docteur fFilson à  fFalsingham.

( S a i n t - E d m u n d s - B u r y ,  8 a o û t  1578.)

La situation s’améliore. — Recommandation en faveur de M. de Quincy.

Sir, Yt may please you (o excuse me, at this présent, lhat I write not to you in my 
owne hand, being presently at noe good leasure to write unto you at lengthe as I
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wolde. It sliall not be longe before I dispaiclie an otber unlo yow, by wliome you shalbe 
advcrtised more al large. In lhe mcane season, you sliall undersland (liai ail thinges 
liere goe mcelely well, and, yf you will a liitle bave patience, I truste you sliall bave 
noe cause to repent you of your labor and travcll in ibis your voyage.

Tliis bcarar, Monsieur de Cuissy, is corne hetber of late willi Monsieur de Bacque- 
ville; lie bathe bene commended hctlicr by Sir Amyce Powlet, and is wcll accounted 
of Her Majcslie, and esteemed as one to be very well trusted. Tlms muclie 1 bave 
tbougbt good to wrile unto you, conecrning tbe gentleman, beeause 1 know not wbe- 
tlier bereloforc you bave understoode any tbinge of bim.

And tbus, witb my very liarty commendalions, 1 commit you to God.
Front tbe Court at S'-Fdmundes-Bury, tbe 8,b of auguste 1378.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMLXVII.
Lord Cobham et JFalsingham aux lords du Conseil Privé.

(8  a o û t  1378.)

Difficultés avec les États. — Mémoires et apostilles. — Ils se plaignent de ne pas recevoir d’instructions.

It my plcacc Your Lordships to understande tbis matter of treatie betweene ye States 
and ye Fr[encb] growetb inlo lcngib, as in sucli cases it falletb out wliere so many 
beades bave to deale. But, beeause Your Lordsbips sliold not be utterly unacquainted 
witb our proccedinges sincc ye lime of our last dispaiclie, we bave tboglil good to sende 
away tbis bearer witb ye instruction conceivcd by ye States in answere of ye former 
treaties betwene lliem and ye Fr[encb] and being first communicated unto us, witb our 
apostilles to ye same and furtber x\bat batb passed between us and lliem, by occasion 
of our said apostilles. By our last wrilinge, Your Lordsbips may perçoive wliat tbey 
expccte from our bandes, and wliat tbey seme to require and pcrsisl in . . . .  , nolwitb- 
slandingc our former answere made unto lliem. Il seems tbey are very lotb to give us 
ye respite of cigbtor ton dayes nritil we miglit reçoive answere from Hcr Majeslie; and 
the cause thereof is ye gréai and carnest instance Monsicurs deputies made unto lliem 
for a spedy résolution to be delivered to tbe Duke tlieir master, to wbome Bussy d’Am- 
boise is tbis day dcparled, witb intention to bave otber of meaner qualilie sent to receave
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thcir final answcrc. For, tliough thcir lasl proposilion dclivered to us in writinge, semed 
lo import a résolut détermination oui of liande, yct they hâve sent their said instruction 
to severa! provinces for their good likinge and consent : which will not be relourned 
llicse eight or ten dayes; and thcrforc, if it may stande vvith Her Majesties pleasure and 
Your Lordships, we wold be glad to reçoive Your Lordships minde to every article of 
ye said instruction, in way of apostille, and your final resolution what we shal answere 
in ye case, which by ye lime of my . .  . yc Secretaries retourne front Monts, may corne 
to our bandes and in good time to be made knowen unto them, wherof, if we under- 
slande nolhinge at our retourne to tliis towne of Antwerp, then we take our leave, and 
to make our repayre homewith ail diligence, leavinge yc care of lhat tliat is left lo be 
perfourmed by lier Majesties agent Mr Davison.

In yc meane season we can not but let Your Lordships understande what a grief it 
is unto us and what hinderance it hath bin to Her Majesties service, lhat we hâve 
received no direction front thencc, touchingc tliose thinges we wrote off since ye dis- 
patclie we made after yc retourne of Mr Sontmers. We hâve bin cfisones pressed by ye 
States to acquaint them fully wilh Her Majesties intention, wherein, because we coold 
not resolve them, we bave received no smal discredit, and the busines we conte for, no 
smal hinderance.

It semeth tliat Monsieurs deputics are not wel pleased wilh ye answere we made lo 
ye States, but ye further discoverie of their likinge or dislikinge, Your Lordships shal 
reçoive by our next. And touchingc yc slatc of thinges, Your Lordships shall under
stande it by lier Majesties agent, and so we liumbly take our leave of Your Lordships.

8 auguste '1578.
(.Urit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2* partie, n° 122.)

MMMMLXVUI.

William Davison an cotnle de Leicester (P).
( A n v e r s ,  8  a o û t  1578.)

Nouvelles militaires.

My very good Lordc, 1 wrote unto Your Lordship in my lastc of the attcmpl given 
by th’ennemy uppon the States camp, and of the repuise lie had. Since we lieare tliat 
lie is rctyred wilh bis whole forces bctwenc Lovain and Tillcmont, finding bis loss to 

Tome X. 89
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be greater then it was cslemyd, by 6 or 700 men amongst which are divers of mark, 
wliose namcs we cannot yet particularly learnc. To ihis repulse is added lhe loss of 
Arscliot surprised yeslcrday morning by the Viscount of Gand, with 1,000 horse and 
2 or 5,000 footmen, who offring to givc th’assault to one part of the tovvne and drawing 
the garnison to the defence tlierof, lhe gales wcre opened by the burghers to certein 
companyes layd in ambuscade on th’otber syd, who entering the townc put the garni
son to the sword. The taking of this towne, though it import litle in respect of the 
strength, is of some moment to the States, as well for their reputacion as for the com- 
modity of the seate, which will avayle them much for annoying the rest of lhe lownes 
at th’ennemyes devoc[i]on, that lye uppon the same river.

The Duke Casimir comelh forwards very slowly, having nol yet passed the Mase.
The french comissioncrs are appoinlcd to départ this day towards Mounts ill salis- 

fied with the dealings of the States who hâve remytted tlier dctermynal aunswer till 
they heare from their provinces, without wltosc speciali direction lhey prétend to hâve 
no authorite to conclude in this behaulf.

The Dukes forces are said to be increased in Ilaynault to 1,000 horse and above
4,000 footemen, besids such as lye uppon the fronticr attending order for tlier rendez- 
vous.

The States of that province hâve ullerly protested against lhe request presenled by 
those of the religion, as Your Lordship may pcrceave by lher aunswer herewith sent.

And thus, having litle cls to impart with Your Lordship, 1 do for this lyme most 
humbly lake ni y leave.

Andwarpe, the 8lh of august 1578.
(Brit. Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n* 59 )

MiMMMLXIX.

William Davison à lord Burleigh.
(8  AOUT lo 7 8 .)

Même objet.

My very good Lorde, I wrote unto Your Lordship in my last of th’attempt given by 
th’ennemy uppon the States’ camp and of the repuise he had. Since we heare that he is 
retyred with hys whole forces betweene Lovain and Tillemont, finding bis loss to be
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greater then it was estemyd by 6 or 700 men, amongst wliicb are divers of mark, whose 
names \ve cannot yet particulerly learne. To ibis repuise is added lhe loss of Arschot, 
surprised yeslerday morning by lhe Viscoiint of Gaund with 1,000 horse and 2 or
3,000 footemen, wbo offering to give th’assault (o one parle of lhe towne and drawing 
the garrison to lhe defence tberof, tlie gates werc opcned by the burgers to certen of 
liis companyes layd in ambuscado on th’oiher syde, wbo enlering lhe towne put the 
garrison to lhe sworde. The taking of this towne, thougli it import litle in respect of 
the strenght, is of some moment to lhe States, as well for their réputation as forthe com- 
modily of the seate, wliicb wiil availe lhem nuieh for annoying ilie resl of lhe townes 
tliat lye uppon the same river and being at th’cnnemycs dévotion. The Duke Casimir 
cometh forwardes but very slowly, liavinge not yet passed the Mase.

The french comissioners are to départ ibis day liait' hopeles of doing good with lheis 
Generall-Eslates who hâve remytied their determynat aunswer till they beare from their 
provinces, having no aulhoritie to conclude auglit wilhout their assentes. Their forces 
are said to bc cncreasid in Haynault to 2,000 horse and above 4,000 footemen, the 
rest following à la file.

The States of tliat province hâve writlen hither an aunswer to the request of those of 
the religion, utterly protesting against lhem, as Your Lordship may perceave by the 
copie herewith sent.

Ollier matter I hâve not presently woorthy Your Lordship’s reading, of whome I 
moste lutmbly tako my leave. (Record office, Papers of Holland, vol. 1.)

MMMMLXX.

Don Bernardino de Mendoça à Alonzo de Cnriel (E x tra it.)
( L o n d r e s ,  8 a o û t  1578.)

Nouvelles exagérées du combat de Iîymenam. — Les ambassadeurs du duc d’Alençon
sont encore en Angleterre.

Con la de v. m., de primero, que luve boy, lie holgado muclio porque la ténia 
deseada. Con ella rccibi el pliego de Joan de Vargas, que en cuanto a la respuesta de 
JVIons. de la Mota estoy yo eierto que las que el diere, seran para confusion de los demas 
que no conozcan su yerro. Aqui se dicen diferentes nuevas dei Conde de Bossu, porque
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anda por la boisa copia de una caria que escribio al de Orange, dandole cuenla de la 
escaramuza que ha sido entre Lovaina y Bruselas, primero de este, a donde dicen que 
murieron 800 Espanoles y 5,000 soldados de nueslra parte, y 24 Ingleses y Escoccses 
que hicieron milagros; y con contar aqui la nueva tan granada no estan contentos, por 
donde se entiende ser mentira.

El embajador de Mons. de Alanzon y el de el Rey de Francia se estan todavia cor» 
esta Serenisima, que los acaricia y regala mucho.

(Coleccion de Documentas ineditos, t. LI, p. 188.)

MMMMLXXI.
La reine d'Angleterre à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.

(Saint-Edmunds-Bory, 9 août do"8.)

La crainte des entreprises du duc d’Alençon la porte à les prévenir sans perdre un instant en 
offrant aux Etats un secours d’hommes ou d’argent, pourvu qu'on lui remette en gage quelques 
places maritimes.

Right trustie and welbeloved, We greete you wel. Like as by your letters sent ycs- 
terday to you Walsingham, we did direct you to deale wilh Monsr d’Anjou, to under- 
stande directly in what sort bis meaninge was to procede in this enterprise, so we are 
stil more and more moved with great reasons to dought of his doinges to prove very 
dangerous, if eitber he be not disswaded by us, or otherwyse to seke, under pretence of 
ayding of ye Stales, to become lords of ye contries, or yt whith otherwyse may be as 
evil in ye ende, incline himself to ye part of ye King of Spayne : lhe danger of eylher 
of wliich our Crowne and Estate eannot endure; and therefore, if youe shall finde any 
probable lykljhood of eylher of those, we would bave you consider how the same maye, 
thoughe it be lato, be withstoode without entermealinge therin, by speedie sending over 
of x or xnm men or by yelding to the States the advancement of the money lhat may 
be leaired by the bonde of cm liv. And herein we woulde hâve the myndes of the prin
cipali of lhe States speedely understande whelher, if they might hâve suche an ayde of 
men or of money, lhere might be a stay and impeachment made of Monsrs aspiringe to 
lhe seignorie of those contries or for his revoltinge to the Spaniards. And because this 
matter may not be opened to the States, as a thinge now offred by us and proceadinge 
of the présenté feare that we hâve for our owne Estate to be endangered by Mons”  
action, because they will then make to us answere most to theire owne advantage and
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to our excessive charges, as ihrowinge the whole burthen of lhe warre uppon us, there- 
fore our pleasure is that now you knowing our myncle wliich is rathcr to givc ayd with 
force of our men or with money tlien that Monsr shoulcl . . . to lhe seignorily of those 
coritries or to joyne with the Spanyard against lhe States, you shall devise by . . . indi
rect meanes as by rcceaving the speache with them of the cause of the stey of the bonds 
for the money to be only for iack of belter assuraunce, or by such other meanes as 
you shall thincke meete assay the States whether if they might hâve, with such speede 
as may conveniently be in respect of the distance of the place, a power of x or xn™ men 
or of a further somme of money uppon the bonde of lhe I00m liv., there might not be 
a stey made that . .  . should not altayne the segnory of those contries or that he shculd 
not abuse the States and joyne himself to ye Spaniard, whercunto if you can finde the 
States to yelde and willing to admit lliis ayde from hence, and that you shall finde it 
probable that in lhe meane tyme délayés may be used towards Monsr untill our forces 
may there arrived, you shall as of yourselves require them to give youe but tyme to 
advertise us, wliich youe shall promise to do spcedely, and that whicli youe nowe d . .  . 
is of your own considération of the extremitie wherto you see the affair to grow for lack 
of our ayde, whieh you may say you hope upon your advertissement of the imminent 
perrilles that you see lykly to follow by Monsr, you shall be able to iuduce us to assent 
to such reasonable ayde as shall serve their purposes and wilhstand the dangers to 
corne by Monsr ; and at (he leastyoue may assure them that they shall hâve a resolute 
answere as soon as a message may corne and returne

You are to remember uppon this communication yt, if we shalbe persuaded to sende 
ayd of . . . or give credit for money, we ought to hâve for gages some maritime townes 

. . for us to be kept to be respondant therefore.
Thus with haste we send at this tyme and require youe also to use ail the haste you 

can to assure us; for, if in deede we shall perceave that it shalbe needfull to div . . .  the 
perdis of Monsr and that oiherwyse he eannot be refrained or tempered, we can not 
faille but yelde to ayde them with man or money, or rather with men to make ail thin- 
ges sure, and we doubt not but to cause a power of x or x ir  men to be . ..  . and tran- 
sported within tyme convenient to serve the purpose.

Dated at our town of Rury, tx of august 1S78.
(Bril. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n” 128.)

1 Le duc d’Alençon avait recommandé à ses députes de se montrer pleins de déférence pour les 
ambassadeurs anglais, mais, ajoutait-il « non pour vous engager de parolles, ni fere aulcune chose 
qui puisse retarder ou empcscher tant soit peu ce qui s’offre à présent pour mon service et le bien de 
mon affaire •. (Lettre du duc d’Alençon, du 20 juin 1378.)
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MMMMLXXli .
Lord Burleigh à lord Cobham et à IFalsingham.

(S aixt-Edmunds-Bi'Rï , 9 a o û t  -1578.)

Changement subit de résolution chez la reine. — Le commandement de l’expédition serait confié
au comte de Leicester.

My Lord and good Mr Secrelary, You may bot h thynk it slraung to receave a letter 
from Hir Majesty wrylten by me in such hast, as lher was no lesure to rewryte it. 
Such was Hir Majestyes earc to mak hast therwitb, as uppon consultation vvitii 
My Lord Chamberlain, My Lord of Lecester, my self and Mr Vichamberlen, she 
concluded uppon lhe matter of lhe letter. Hir Majesty is grelly perplexed lo thynk 
that lhe Low-Contrees may become french, and, whylest she is in feare hereof, she 
semeth redy to hazard any expence. It is at this présent determyned here thaï, if, uppon 
your answer, nécessite shall induce Hir Majesty to send forces, My Lord of Lecester 
will come over withoul délayé and lhe army shal follow. Nevertheless, though this be 
for the présent ernestly ment, I can assure nothyng, but this only that I am here 
uncerten of much. I pray you both pardon me, lhe letter from the Queen’s Majesty 
was wrylten in hast, whylest she was makyng redy to horse.

From Bury, 9 august 1578.
( Record office,  Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMLXXIIL
Le docteur Wilson à IFalsingham.

( T h e t f O R D ,  9 A O U T  1578.)

Même objet.

I am gladd to see the readynes of our Sovcrayne now at lenglhe to eonsider of pré
vention agaynst danger lo bce feared. Yesierdaie we wer in consullation how to devise 
for présent safetie, and I not beeinge présent this daie wheit the résolution was dely-
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vcred, Her Majestie, as yow scc, commanded My Lorde Treasurer to write in haysl lo 
yow tbat yow mygbt, witli offer of monjeand men, dclyvcr the Siales frome suspecled 
usurpation and worke thereby tlie welfayre of our Soveraync. 1 am gladde to under- 
stande of ibis beate to doe good, wbicbe I prayc God bec not offercd over laie, and tbat 
tbe credite liercof bec not dccayed and lost,before tbese advertisementes cumme. Tcm- 
porysinge batb bccn tbouglit beretoforc good policie ; but I doe fearc tbat tbe losse of 
occasion offercd beretoforc maye not (urne lo our ruync bereafter. Tbe sworde is 
drawen by otliers, and tbcy rcadie to exécute tbcir dcseignes. God grawnlc our latler 
cownsels maye bec receavcd with crédité, to tbe bencfitc of publyke welfayre and to 
tbe advancement of Godsglorie. Tbere was never so dangerowse a tymc as tbis is, and 
lemporisinge wil no longer serve. God grawnte a résolution (yf any bec ccrtayne) maye 
(urne now at lengthe to tbe gayne and profile of our cownlrcy. Yow are to doe as yow 
are dirccted, and, discbargyngc your conscience, as I am wel assurcd yow doe, to God 
and man, yow needc not to bec trowbled with reaporlcs or speacbes gcaven oui of jour 
service.

Commendc me to My Lorde Cobbam and lo yourselfe, and so I eommende yow botb 
to God.

Frome Tbetforde, ibis 9 of august 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 5.)

MiMMMLXXIV.
Le docteur Wilson à  William Davison.

(Thetford, 9 AOUT 1378. )

Sentiments d’espoir et de, crainte.

Mr Lavyson, Yow musl beare with me, yf I bee shorte. This messenger is sent in af 
posl hayst, for good purpose as I trust, whcrcof yow sbal reeeave knowlege by Mr Secre- 
tarie. Doe yow contynew styl jour writinge, and 1 douwbte not, but in tbe ende, yow 
shal reeeave tbe rewarde of jour travayle.

We are here betwixle hope and feare, caried as occasions are offercd : yf good mea- 
nynge wer knowen, consultation wer ncedelesse. Crcdulitic doth harme lo a good 
nature, wben cunnynge dealinge is used under colour of love and fryndesbippe. God 
grawnte tbat fraude maye bee discovcred, and trcwlbe take place with viclorie.



Tlius in lia) si, farc yow vcl, willi liartic tliankes for your oflon and discrète adver- 
liscmentes.

Fronrc Thetforde, tliis 9 of augusl 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)
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MMMMLXXV.

Francis Knollis à f f  alsingham.
( A n v e r s ,  iû a o û t  1378.)

La reine s’est enfin décidée à porter secours aux Pays-Iîas pour déjouer les desseins des Français. — 
Influence exercée par le succès du colonel Norris.

I ihowghte youc liad bene willi Monsieur at Movnls, bycawse it semed lobe moebe 
desyred licrc, but for vvliat good purpose 1 knoe not. Sum do tbynk il were beller for 
IIi r Majcstie tliat tbc Lowe-Cunlrces were vanqwysslicd by tbc Spanyardes tban by tlie 
Frencbe at tliis présent, but I ani nonc of thosc that so tbynkc; for, yf tlie Spanyardes 
sliold lie victors licrein, \ve sliold bc sure to bave botlie France and Spaync agaynst 
us. But it cane in novvyse be witliowl danger to Hir Majeslie, yf tbc Lowe-Cunlries 
sbal be subdued eytlier to tlie Frenchc or to lhe Spanyardes tyrannye; and Ilir Majes- 
ties ayde in lynic vvold casely bave preserved tbe Lowc-Cuntrccs in tbeyre lyberties 
front tbe tyrannye of llicynt botlie. And nowe Ilir Majcstie wold ayde llicynt to save 
ibeym front tbe Frcnebc, but wbether it be to laie or not, God dotbe knoe. I do not 
knoe vvbetber sotelie as were not forward to vvysbc Ilir Majeslie to a)de tbe States, 
wben Don Jolin was victor at Namures, and sotelie as feared to bryng Ilir Majeslie 
into a warre by aydyng of tlie States agaynst tbc Spany ai des, bave nowe ebanged tbeyre 
opynyon uppon tliis newc accident of Coroncl! Norrys fruntyng of tlie Spanyardes with 
bis régiment so ntanfully and so skylfully beyond expectation. But tliis I do perceyve, 
liowe so ever it grovetbe, tbat II i i Majeslie is sodenly mynded, witbowte ail scrowples, 
to offer ayde a fresbe to tlie States ;.s wcl! of men as of monye, as youe do knoe. And 
I do very well lyke ibcrcoff, altboe so long as tbc Spanyardes were victors and were 
not so manfully frunted willi so longe, so w hotte and so orderly a skurmyshe, as nowe 
tliey bave ben by Coroncll Noirys, neytber cowld Ilir Majeslie bc drawne, nor parad- 
venture so boolly cownsaylcd to ofl'er sotelie ayde unto tbc sayd States. But nowe it is 
somw liait apparent (liât tlie Spanyardes arc no sotelie dc\y lies, but (liât, yf tlie Frenclie
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(uppon this fruntyng of owre uncowntenanced régiment of Ynglishmen by Her Majestie) 
shall with awthorytye of the States joyne theym seiffes agaynst the Spaniardes, that the 
sayd Frenche are lyke enowghe with the assistance of the States, fyrst to dryve Don 
John owte of the Lowe-Cuntrye, and with ail to take sotche a footyng there as they 
woll not easely forgoe agayne for any frendshypp to the Kyng of Spayne.

Sir, yff My Lord Cohham and youe do not interpose youre good cowntenances to 
perswade owre ynglyshe kaptaynes to the good acceptation of John Norrys for theyre 
onely coronell, wherby owre hoole regyment rnaye obediently acknoledge one specialle 
commander over theym, surely I do feare that disdaynfull contention may bryng theym 
to confusion and ruyne, which were great pytye.

The 10,h of awgust 1578.
(.Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MM MMLXXVI.
Le duc d’Alençon à la reine d’Angleterre.

( M o u s ,  I l  a o û t  1 3 7 8 . )

Il a chargé Walsingham de protester de son désir de plaire en toutes choses à la reine d’Angleterre.

Madame, Ayant de longue main, lant par inclinacion naturelle que par désir, pro
posé rechercher et acquérir par tous offices et de voyes d’honneur vos bonnes grâces, 
et par communicaeion de bons effeets me conserver avec vous en la correspondence 
d’affaires, dont j ’ay piaillement discouru au sieur de Walsingham, présent porteur, que 
vos croyerés s’il vous plaist de ma part, l’ayant prié de vous faire entendre les justes 
occasions qui m’ont conduict en ce lieu, l’effect que l’en désire et jusques où procèdent 
mes intencions, vous suppliant croire au reste que, faisant ce dessain, la principalle de 
mes considéracions a esté qu’il n’y eust chose aulcune qui vous peult,en efïect ou appa- 
rance, lant soit peu offencer ou estre désagréable, ayant en tel respect et considéraeion 
votre bienveuillance et amitié qu’il n'y a riens en ce monde que je n’entrepregne pour 
m'y conserver et perpétuer, corne aussy n’y a-il riens qui m’en sceut distraire et faire 
porter la perte palicment, sçachanl assés le peu de repos et satisfaccion que me porte
rait toutes les victoires et trophées que le sort des armes me pourrait donner, si par ce 
moyen je venois à perdre le fruicl que j ’attens et désire de vos bonnes grâces, dont la 
seule espérance m’a jusque icy faict vivre en quelque contentement, tenant à plus de 
gloire me veoir soumis et asservy soubs le joug d’une saincte amitié qui me maistrisse, 

T ome X . 90
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que si sans icelle j'estois appelle à comander aux peuples et donner Ioy à tout le monde : 
ce que je vous supplie croire de moy et me faire tant de grâce de vouloir segonder la 
constance et bien née amitié que je vous porte d’une affeccion conforme à mes désirs, 
quy est le seul moyen de luy faire produire scs bons effects. Cependant vous pouvés 
faire estât avoir en moy ung prince dévot et très-affectionné à tout ce quy sera de voire 
service, n’ajant rien si cher en ce monde que de vous aymer, honorer et servir sur 
toutes choses : dont je vous supplie avoir telle asseurance comme il me reste ung per
pétuel désir et souvenance de vos vertus et bonnes grâces, auxquelles je baise très- 
humblement les mains, et prie Dieu, Madame, vous conserver et accroistre, en santé, 
très-heureuse et longue vie.

De Mons, ce xi' d’aoust 1578.
(.B rit. Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 154.)

MMMMLXXVII.

Note adressée à don Juan sur Egremont Ratcliff.
(V e r s  l e  12  a o û t  4 5 78 .)

Précautions à prendre contre Egremont Radcliff à raison de ses mauvais antécédents.

Egremondo Radcliff, hermano dei Conde Sussex, que es camarero mayor y del 
Consejo de la Reyna d’Inglalerra. Este Egremondo salio al tiempo que los Catolicos 
hizieron novedades contra la Reyna, en tiempo del Duque de Alba, que seria del ano 
1569, y, visto que no salio eon la empressa, passo a estos Estados con el Conde Was- 
merlan y con los demas, y el Duque de Alba, visto por la causa que salian de Inglaterra, 
al dicho Egremondo senalo trenta escudos de pension al mes, y, andando el tiempo, 
como el hera boliciosso y inquieto, offreciosse lener pendeneia con un mercader ingles 
en Anveres y le malo de noche, tirandole una daga, por el quai écho se retiro a Liege 
asta tanto que uviesse el perdon del Duque de Alba. Despues de avido, fue a Spana y 
en la Corte. El Rey le hizo merced de 500 escudos de ayuda de costa y le senalo los 
mesmos 50 escudos de entretenimiento que lenia en Flandes, en el Estado de Milan, 
adonde con la dicha provission fue, y alii dizen malo a otra persona de la misma manera 
con una daga, tirandosela; y, eomo uvo écho aquello, viendo que no podia estar por lo 
dicho en el Estado de Milan, se bolbio a Spana, y en Ia Corte truvo alli pendeneia con 
Tomas Estuqley, y por ello fue preso por mandado de la justicia y desterrado por ello 
de Spana, y de alli se bolbio a Flandes y acaeeio deslerrar a los lngleses, de callidad,



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 715
destos Estados, por conciertos échos entre la Reyna y el Comendador Mayor, y el dicho 
Egremondo fue uno de los nombrados al destierro, y, aunque podia gozar de la pension 
como los demas, de pnro descontento por el destierro se fue dedesesperado a Inglaterra 
y alli se presento a la misericordia de la Reyna, y ella le mando poner en la Torre de 
Londres preso, adonde a estado tres anos preso asta aora que lue librado y desterrado 
de Inglaterra ; y de alli se fue a Paris, adonde a estado algunos dias, y en los dichos dias 
siempre comio con el Enbaxador de Inglaterra, que alli reside de parle de la Reyna : 
cosa novista que un desterrado de aquel reyno d’Inglaterra vaya a cortejar y comer con 
el dicho Embaxador; cosa que parece contra razon y no ordinaria que el Embaxador 
admitta un desterrado en su casa en conversacion; y mas que es cosa de notar que en 
Inglaterra por ningun delito dan destierro y a mas de 200 anos que no se balla que 
ninguno aya sido desterrado, de qualquiera estado que sea, por sentencia definitiva, 
como cosa no admitida, ni reçebida por las leyes de aquel reyno.

Tanbien ay aviso de cierta persona que vino de Paris, y de alla lanbien se a eserito 
que fue a Ruan a tomar dineros de mercaderes, y el mismo Agremon dijo a muchas 
personas que avia de venir a Flandes a la Corte de Su Alteza.

Lo que aqui sea de notar que, considerando la calidad de la persona y lo de ariba 
dicho con la manera dei castigo que le an dado, no usado en aquel reyno, y la malivo- 
Iencia que tienen los del bando de la Reyna a Su Alteza, se puede presumir que no 
viene aqui por bien, por que se sabe por cosas ciertas que los predicadores hereges de 
la Reyna con falsas calunias dizen muchas vellaquerias y mentiras contra el senor Don 
•Juan en el pulpito.

(Archives du Royaume à Bruxelles, Dossier Ratcliff.)

MMMMLXXVIIL

Noie adressée par les Etats-généraux aux ambassadeurs anglais.
(13 AOUT 1378.)

Ils désirent une réponse à leur mémoire.

Poincts sur lesquels les Eslals-Gènèraulx désirent résolution.

Il plaira à Messieurs les Ambassadeurs de Sa Majesté Réginale déclairer que Sadicte 
Majesté se contente du contenu des aultres articles de l'instruction.
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Item pareillement de déelairer en quelle forme et manière Sadicte Majesté Réginale 

demande estre comprime audiet traicté.
Faict en l’assemblée des Estats-Généraulx, le xm' d’aougst 1578.

[Archives de la Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. 133.)

MMMMLXXIX.
Déclaration des Etats-généraux.

(Anvers, U  a o û t  1S78.)

Conditions auxquelles les États consentent à traiter avec don Juan.

Messieurs représentants les Estais-Généraulx des Pays-Bas, ayans ouy, veu et consi
déré les propositions respectivement faictes par Messieurs les Ambassadeurs de l’Em
pereur, du Roy Très-Chrestien et de la Sérénissime Royne d’Angleterre, remerchient 
bien humblement Leurs Majestés de la bonne et syncèrc affection qu’elles monstrent 
porter au bien et repos des pays de par-deçà, déclarants qu’ils en auront à jamais une 
singulière obligation pour le recognoistre et déservir à touttes occasions.

Et comme ils ont entendu par le rapport de Monsieur l’Ambassadeur ayant esté 
dernièrement par charge de Sa Majesté Impériale devers le Seigneur Don Jean d’Aus- 
trice qu’icelluy, au nom du Roy Catholicque noslre prince et seigneur naturel, seroit 
prest, à l’exhortation du dict seigneur Ambassadeur, d’entendre à quelques moyens 
raisonnables pour remcctre ces pays en paix et repos, lesdicts Estais déclarent qu’ils 
n’ont jamais eu aultre envie, ny désir que d’estre maintenus en bon repos et tranquil
lité soubs l’obéissance de leur prince et seigneur naturel le Roy d’Espagne comme 
Duc de Lothier, de Brabant, de Lembourch et Gueldres, Comte de Flandres, d’Ar- 
thoys, palatin de Haynnau, de Hollande, de Zélande, de Namur et de Zuulphen, Mar
quis du Sainct-Empire, Seigneur de Frise, de Matines, de cité, ville et pays d’Utrecht, 
d’Overyssel et Groeninghe, mais que pour maintenir leurs droicts et privilèges et se 
garantir contre la servitude qu’on leur laschoit mectre, l’extrême nécessité les a con
traint, après avoir en vain et sans fruit essayé touts aultres remèdes, avoir le recours 
aux armes, lesquelles ils ne portent, comme ils n’ont oneques porté, sinon pour se def- 
fendre contre les oppressions et injures sy longtemps souffertes et se remectre en leurs 
anchiens droicts et légitime liberté. Ores que pour le peu d’apparence qu’il y avoil de
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parvenir à une bonne et sceure paix, et que desjà pour se maintenir et garantir leurs 
vies, femmes et enffants et biens, avec conservation de leurs privilèges, ils ayent, après 
plusieurs protestations et voyants que Sadicte Majesté et Don Jehan persévéroient de 
continuer la guerre et mener toutles leurs forces par-deçà, emprins et accepté, oullre 
aultres confédérations et alliances, le secours et assislence de Monseigneur le Duc 
d’Anjou, frère du Roy Très-Chrestien, prince plus voisin, puissant et enclin à nostre 
requeste comme prince magnanime et cognoissant la justice de nostre cause, tontes- 
fois, pour ne riens obmectre de leur devoir et pour leur plus grande descharge et jus
tification, ensamhle pour satisfaire aux propositions de ses dicis Ambassadeurs, ont 
réservé par le traicté faiet avec ledict seigneur Duc d’Anjou, la faculté de povoir avec 
son bon gré et contentement accorder par tout ce mois d’aoust quelque sceure pacifica
tion avec ledict seigneur Don Jean au nom de Sadicte Majesté Catholicque ; et ce 
ensuivant proposent ces poincts et articles, sur lesquels sont contents de faire et arres- 
ter une ferme et asseurée paix, en quoy samble ne devoir tomber grande difficulté, 
d’aultant que par ledict moyen seront au prince conservés ses pays et aux subjets leurs 
anchiens droicts et privilèges.

En premier lieu, que s’accordera une oblivion perpétuelle, de deux costés, de tout ce 
que peult avoir esté faiet depuis la Pacification de Gand, sans en faire aulcune mention, 
reproche ou recherche, comme de chose non advenue;

Que tout ce que par les Eslals-Généraulx, Monseigneur l’Archiduc Malhyas et Con
seil d’Estat a esté faiet, ordonné et décrété depuis que ledict seigneur Don Jean s’est 
retiré au chasteau de Namur, sera tenu pour ferme et à jamais arresté;

Que ledict seigneur Don Jean sortira de ces pays avec touttes ses forces et gens de 
guerre et touts estrangiers de sa suite et adhérens, et wydera touttes les provinces, 
villes, forteresses et chasteaulx et touttes aultres places qu’il tient par-deçà, les remec- 
tant avec les artilleries, pouldres et munitions entre les mains desdicts Estais pour les 
réunir avec les aultres provinces, comme ont esté par ci-devant.

Bien entendu que les villes, forteresses et aultres places qu’il tient par-deçà la Meuze, 
avec les villes de Deventer, Ruremunde et Lvmbourch, seront restituées dedens ce 
mois d’aoust, et les aultres dedens tel bref terme qu’on pourra acordcr.

Et ledict gouvernement demeurera entre les mains de Monseigneur l’Archiduc 
Mathyas aux mesmes conditions soubs lesquelles il l’a accepté et a esté reçeu des pays 
pour gouverneur et lieutenant-général.

Demeurant aussy l’authorité aux Estats tant généraulx que particuliers, tele que par la 
Pacification de Gand leur est attribué.

Le tout soubs recognoissance de la fidélité et hommage qu’ils doibvent audiet Roy ès 
qualités susdictes, comme leur prince et légitime seigneur.

Rem, que la Pacification de Gand sera effectuée, mesmes au regard de la restitution
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des biens, tant en Bourgoigne que Luxembourg comme aultres pays de par-deçà, d’aul- 
tant qu’en iceulx elle n’at esté accomplye.

Remectant le différent touchant l’exercice de la religion (lequel par ces troubles passés 
et la présente guerre est venu sy avant qu’il est mal possible de la réduire sur l’anehien 
pied sans une manifeste confusion de louts les pays et évident dangier d’une extrême 
ruine et désolation, dont les Estais se désirent garder) à la décision de l’assemblée des 
Estats-Généraulx pour y pourveoir, selon que pour le plus grand bien et repos des pro
vinces respectivement l’on trouvera convenir.

Item que touts prisonniers d’ung costé et d’aultre seront relaxés, et mesme le Comte 
de Buren renvoyé par-deçà en dedens tel temps qu’il sera accordé.

Item qu’ung chascun sera remis et rentrera en ses biens immeubles et aussy meubles, 
non dislraicts, ny aliénés, et pourront touts naturels librement retourner et demeurer 
en ces pays.

Item, advenant le trespas de Monseigneur l’Archiduc Mathyas ou que l’occasion se 
présentast qu’il se voulsist retirer ailleurs, Sa Majesté ne pourra commecire aultre 
gouverneur des Pays-Bas, sinon avec le gré et consentement des Estats-Généraulx ‘.

Seront en ce Iraicté comprins la Sérénissime Royne d’Angleterre, le Due d’Anjou, 
le Roy de Navarre et ses confédérés, le Duc Jean-Casimir et touts aultres ayants donné 
assistence aux dicts Estais.

Suppliant à Messieurs les Ambassadeurs conjoinctement et séparément que, suivant 
l’affection qu’ils portent et qu’ils ont montré à ce Pays-Bas et bien de toutle la chres- 
tienneté, ils se veulent esvertuer et employer pour induire ledict seigneur Don Jean 
d’accepter les conditions susdiclcs cl conserver à Sa Majesté Catholicque ses Pays-Bas, 
sans mectre lesdicts Eslats et subjects en plus grand désespoir et les séparer de l’obéis
sance de Sa Majesté à jamais.

Protestants qu’il n’a jamais tenu ausdicts Estais qu’ils ne soyent plus tost réconciliés 
avec Sadicte Majesté, suivant les offres et présentations tant de fois par eulx faictes 2.

Faict en Anvers, le xime d’aousl IS78.
(Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles, ms. d’Alegambe, t. III, fol. 55; Bibl. royale de 

Bruxelles, ms. 9238, fol. 217.)

1 L’ambassailcur de l'Empereur pressait don Juan d’accepter ces conditions, quelque dures qu’elles 
fussent. « J ’uy eu, lui écrivait-il, des avis de telle conséquence que je supplie très-humblement Voslrc 
» Altèze de ne pas laisser ceste occasion en laquelle seule et irrévocable Vostre Altèze a entre scs 
» mains les moyens de conserver l’auclorité de Sa Majesté catholique. »

’ L’instruction dont copie avait été remise aux ambassadeurs anglais, était celle par laquelle les 
Etats-généraux indiquaient, en vingt-neuf articles, les conditions auxquelles leurs députés étaient 
autorisés à traiter avec le duc d’Alençon. ( G a c i i a r d ,  Actes des États-généraux, n° 1244.)
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MMMMLXXX.

Observations à soumettre à  don Juan.
(lb août 1578.)

Les ambassadeurs anglais appellent l’attention de don Juan sur les motifs qui doivent l’engager
à traiter.

First, Don John ought to weigh well that by the continuancc of war he wrill place 
himself in danger of Iosing his Catholic Majesty’s Estate.

That in default of peace before the end of this month, the agreement made with the 
Duke of Anjou will remain in force.

That the forces of lhe States are very large, and in fact three good armies, to support 
which the States hâve already granted large sums of money.

That the said Don John will hazard his honour and réputation as well as of those 
who follow him, of which ihe memory will be everlasting.

On the contrary, if he makes peace, he will avoid ail lhese dangers, and will make a 
very honourable relreat by the intercession of such great potentates as the Emperor, 
the King of France and the Queen of England, and will be lhe cause of préservation 
of lhe Catholic and Roman faith.

To which the ambassadors may add such other reasons they may (hink appropriate 
in such an important négociation.

Antwerp, lb august 1578. (Calendar of Hatfîekt, t. II, n* 575.)

MMMMLXXX1.

A v is  des P a y s -B a s .
(NlEUPOBT, 1S AOUT db78.)

M. de la Motte s’est déclare contre le prince d'Orange.

Dimenche dernier, a La Motte verbalement déclairé en la ville de Grevelinges aux 
députés des villes et easselries de West-Flandres, qu’il auroit esté requis de par le Duc
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d’Anjou de voloir tenir son pari}', pour ayder à conqucster pour lcdict Duc les Pays- 
Bas, aveeques conservation de la foy Calholicque Romaine, et chasser hors lesdicts pays 
le Prince d’Oranges, pour estre d’aultre religion. Sur quoy il diet avoir respondu d’avoir 
donné sa foy à ung roy, laquelle il vouloit aussi maintenir, et qu’il conseilloit lesdicts 
villes et casselries de West-Flandres de tenir le parly de ceulx quy vouldroient main
tenir le droict du Roy et ayder à enchâsser ledict Prince d’Oranges et à résister ledict 
Duc d’Anjou.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMLXXXII.

Note remise par les ambassadeurs anglais à John Sommers.
(V e r s  l e  13 août 1578.)

Explications que M. Sommers aura à donner sur tout ce qui s’est passé aux Pays-Bas. — C’est à tort 
qu’on a accusé Marnix d’avoir écrit un pamphlet contre la reine.

As occasion shalbe offered uppon ye rcadinge of our letters by lier Majestie and ye 
Lords, yow shall informe lier Majestie and them more particulcrly (accordingly as yow 
bave bin made acquainted with thc-ni here by us), in sucli points as they sha[ll] seme 
not to rest satislîcd with or so fully informed in, as lheir necessilie of ye causes may 
require.

And first for ye causes and reasons which yc States alleaged unlo us for their defence, 
in givinge their consent and growinge to an accord with Monsieur’s depulies in ye 
time of our absence, never makinge us acquainted with ye same, thogh il be in most 
places very different from their former instruction, yow slial deelare untoHer Majestie 
and ye Lords yt ye said States alleaged for their justification, in yt hehalf, yt they thoght 
it a very good meanes to induce Don Juan to condescende ye soner to a treatie of pcace 
as in conséquence it hath fallen out; yt othcrwysc yc provinces of Haynau[lt] and 
Artois wold hâve fallen away, wherehy ye Kings contries sha[ll] hâve bin dismembred, 
and their cause no whit the more holpen, which case is now provided for by ye art., 
Monsieur beinge thereby restrained from enlringe into any secret intelligence or (rcatie 
with any province or towne, wilhout ye consent and good likinge of ye States; lastely, 
for yt by this accord thei fottnd ye best expedient to bridle him, beinge oth[cr]wysc 
likcly to bave broken out into some dangerous action for yc whole contrie, which is
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now providcd for, and his intentions, wh[at]soever llicy may be, sufficiently niett 
withall, as may appeare b[y] ye 10th art.

And, whereas we were urged by Bussy to yelde our assent to ye last treatie, yow 
sball déclaré unto lier Majestie and ye Lords yl we made dilficultie tliereof for ye 
causes specified in our apostilles, wbich were (ye changingc of tbeir regent and ye 
alienation of some part of ye contrie) matters bolh in thcinselves contrarie to ye trea- 
tics belwene ye Crowne of England and ye House of Burgondic, and also to Monsieurs 
protestation made bolh to Her Majestie and to me ye Sccretarie, dec[lar]inge and tes- 
tifyinge in wordes yt lie soght not to make him self great by seekyng to possesse bim 
selfe of tbe Lowe-Contries and by démonstration of these efïects making knowen to ye 
world yt bis intention was in truetli otherwyse. For wbich causes we coold not be 
induced to give our consent to ye said instruction l .

If, for ye matter of asseurance for such sommes of moncy as are desired by ye States, 
any speacbe be moved concerninge townes, yow may say yt, unlcsse tbe townes which 
are offred, were more defensiblc llien they are, tliey were belter not accepted lhen 
taken, for yt tbe charges of forlifyinge tbem and kepinge ihem wilbe greater tlien ye 
asseurance can be good, and ye bondes beinge as they are, may serve to as good pur- 
pose, for effectua[l] and timely remboursement of ye money, as if the townes them- 
sclves were delivered, especially if ye peace be concluded.

And in case yow shalbe demanded wliat miglit be ye reasons yt miglit induce ye 
Emperours ambassadour to hope yt any good might be done for a peace witb Don Juan, 
yow sball déclaré unto Her Majestie and ye Lords yt, as ye said ambassadeur delivered 
ye groundes of bis perswasion, they were these : his acceptable receivinge of him 
cominge from such a prince, ye protestation yt Don Juan made unto him of a dispo
sition in him self to a peace, of his good . . . .  interteinement he received at Don Juans 
bande.

And, if yow shalbe demaunded clher of Her Majestie or ye Lords wliat our opinion 
may bc touebinge ye accord made without our consent, yow may say yl we thinke it 
belter so thon otherwyse, for yt we had no meanes to slay it for lacke of aulliorilic to 
assure tbem of bctler then they hâve providcd for themselves by ye same : especially 
this tbinge considered, how slowly and in what sort such promises bave bin perfour- 
mc[d] as bave bin made heretofore; and, if we shold bave given our consent to it, we 
had passed our comission, and done contrarie] to our apostilles dispatched by ye last

1 Ici on a efface les lignes suivantes : « Lest in dischargingc Iiim of ali blâme to j e worlde, we 
shold bave burdered our selves witb ye fault of niakinge him to over grcate, which may nether stande 
witb ye safetie or lier Majesties State and Crouvne, nctlicr of otlier neigbbours adjoyninge to these 
countries. »

T ome X. 91
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and made to ye first instruction, delivcringe therein our judgment, which we can not 
yet départ from, beinge groundcd uppon so good reason as it is. But, as for ye hastie 
dispatche of ye acc[ord] in it self, we can not but be of opinion, as we see before our 
eyes, yt great necessitie halh inforced them lo it, which can not be holpen or amended, 
unlesse, as we hâve wrilten to Hcr Majeslie and the Lords, some bettcr provision might 
hâve bin made for their support then halh bin hiiherto for the[m].

And, if Hcr Majeslie shold conceive any dislike for havinge herself comprised in ye 
overture of peace delyvered to the Empereurs Amb[assador], yow may segnifie unto Her 
Highnes yt it was a thinge done in our absence and delyvered unto said Ambassador, 
and therel'ore coold not be remedied by us; ytit  is no new thinge, but .... customed in 
ail treaties, where ether of ye parties is friend[Iy] to Her Majeslie, mindinge thereby 
Her Higlines safetie rath[er] then otherwyse; yt Her Majestics intelligence with them 
be no more discovered then allrcdy it is, ail ye world beinge made acquainted with 
Her Highnes procedinges, not by any other meanes then this yt no service can be 
used, where so many heades hâve to doe ; yt no more is wroght hereby then Hcr 
Majeslie hath protested to ye King of Sp[ain] himself by her minist[er] yt ye cause of 
revenge is removed.

And, if for y e h art. of the accorde belwene the States and the Fre[nch], Her Majeslie 
do in like sort conceive any other wyse then wel, yow shall déclaré unto Her Highnes 
yt with a people yt standeth in such termes of extremitie as this doeth, there is no 
belter kinde of dealinge then wiih patience to abyde these thinges yt can not be 
amended, whereas, if Hir Highnes shold grow to effects of further displeasure, it coold 
but tourne to a matter of very evil conscquence for Her Majestie and y e States, consi- 
deringe how desperat ye people are, and ye Fr[ench] readie to make their profitt of ali 
occasions yt may be offred. The people remaineth yet in good disposition inogh to be 
framed as Her Majestie shall please, if lhey may be relieved, accordinge to necessitie, 
with full dévotion lo receive Her Highnes commaundemenl in such sort as may stand 
with their good, and not their utler ruine. The humors of the Fr[ench] are sulïiciently 
knowen, and therefore must be met withall by ye best kinde of préventions yt may be 
devised uppon.

Touchinge whose nomber, thogh it may seme great unto Her Majestie, yet yow may 
déclaré unto her it is no other then is by ye States them selves required, nether of 
such sort as yt it can greatly or at ail indanger ye conlries, yt order beinge observed 
which is meant, to wit : yt they shall not be received into garrison, but be imployed 
abrode, so yt, if ye garrisons which are alredy within their townes, may be payed, there 
is eilher bile danger or none at ail to be feared yt way.

And whereas it is conceived by some of ye Lords y t S'-Aldegonde shold be ye author 
of ye séditions pamflitt yt was of late published in this towne, y ow may desire Their
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Lordships to be pieased to be olherwyse informcd,for yt ye gentleman is knowen to be 
so wel devoted to Her Majestie and cnemie to ye Fr[encb] yt be coold not as yet be 
indueed to bave to deal willi any of lliem.

Lastely yow shall rementber to furlber Mr Spinolas cause to ye Lords ye best yow 
can, and also to Her Majestie, as occasion may be oflred yow to breake with Her Highnes 
tbcrein.

(Bril. Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 59.)

MMMMLXXX1I1.
Lord Cobham et fValsingham à don Juan.

(A n v e r s , 16 ao û t  1318.)

Demande d’un sauf-conduit.

Monsieur, Ayans entendu, tant par le rapport que nous en a faict Monsieur l’Ambas
sadeur de l’Empereur comme par la lettre que Vostre Altèze nous a escripl du vj° de 
ce mois, vostre bonne acceptation du louable désir de la Royne d’Angleterre nostre 
souveraigne de veoir les troubles de ce pais pacifiés et le peuple d’icclluy réduict en 
l’obéissance de leur légitime et sovereign seigneur, pour lequel traicter avec toute 
sincérité Sa Majesté nous a donné ceste charge par-deçà; entendants aussy par ladite 
lettre que nous, comme ministres de Saditc Majesté à ccst eficct, serions les biens-venus 
vers Vostre Altèze, nous en fusmes (rès-ayses, comme ceulx qui s’estiment très-heureulx 
d’avoir l’honneur d’eslre employés en l’exécution d’ung si sainct œuvre, allant de tant 
meilleure volunté, voyans les Estais si bien inclins. Et sur ce avons ainsi préalable
ment dépcsché cc porteur vers Voslredictc Altèze pour d’elle recepvoir (s’il luy plaist) 
et nous apporter seureté convenable, lequel reccu nous ne fauldrons d’incontinent nous 
acheminer vers le lieu où il vous plaira ordonner, avec bonne diligence et mesme 
volunté, comme sçait le Créateur, lequel prions donner à Vostre Altèze, en santé, 
très-heureuse vie.

D’Anvers, le xvj’ d’aoust 1578.
(Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles; British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2* partie, n ' 12i.)
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MMMMLXXXIV.

Lord Cobharn et JValsingham à la reine d’Angleterre.
( A n v e r s ,  -16 a o û t  -1 5 7 8 .)

Exposé de la situation des choses. — Conférence avec le prince d’Orange; les ambassadeurs anglais 
lui ont offert de soutenir ses intérêts, s’il s’opposait aux prétentions du duc d’Alençon; sa réponse. — 
Les Etats, s’ils sont secourus, remettraient en gage Dunkerque et Nieuport. — Les ambassadeurs 
anglais préféreraient l’Écluse. — Négociation avec don Juan.

It maye please Your most excellent Majesly (o understand tliat at one instant \ve 
receaved two sondry lettres front Your Highnes, the one bearinge date the 8 of this 
présente and directed to me the Sccretary alone, the other beinge of the ninth of the 
same and in common to us bothe : tottebinge the contente wherof it ntaye please Your 
Majesly to be advertiscd that for the first wich consernethe the course \ve had to fol- 
lowe in dealinge witli Monsieurs deputies, \ve hope Your Highnes resleth salisfied in 
that point by our last dispatch, where by it may appear what care \ve bad to keepe 
Monsieur within lymilesby tyingehim to suche condicions as whereby lie miglit be kept 
front havinge to grcat a footing in these contries : wherin, albeit \ve found no small 
difficultie, because we were not able to assfure] the States of any further assistance at 
Your Majesties bandes lhen they hâve alreadie receaved, yet by putting them in cont- 
fort that Your Highnes woulde not abandonne them, we brought them to that indiffe- 
rency and stay front proceadinge tow throughly with hint, as by those thinges which 
passed on ali sides, which we sent away by our last, ntay appere. Of ail which procea- 
dinges Your Majesly could not at that lyme be informed, wh[en]I the Secretary acquayn- 
ted Your Highnes with lhe conférence belweene liussy and me, for that it was eyght 
dayes before the States could resolve uppon theire answere that they had to give to 
Monsieur. As for the other point of the same first lettre, which importeth a conférence 
to be had with the States, touching the suffîciency of theire forces alreadie provided and 
Duke Casimir’s, which appearinge so unto them might serve as a good reason to dis- 
swade the french enterprise, it may please Your Highnes to understande yt, as by our 
former lettres at sondry lymes we acquaynled Your Majesty and the Lords of the insuf- 
ficiency of the same to withstande the power of the enemy, and therefore of the neces- 
sity they stood in of that ayde, yf Your Highnes could not be content to yeld them some 
of your owne, so we are at this presente to signifie no lesse unto Your Highnes that, as 
they informe us and we see it apparantly before our eyes, the neeessity of yt support is
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very great, if oiher cannot be had, and especially of the french horsmen, besides lhe 
counlenance of lhe cause, which woulde be in great perill ifthey should notimbrace it, 
seing Y’our Majesty will not so playnly resolve. And to conferre wilh the said Siales 
about the disswading of Monsieur from his enterprise, consideringe howe farre lhey hâve 
already proceaded with him and lheir extremilie now as great as ever it was and ye 
likelyhoode of a peace, which his cominge hath wroghtin Don Juan, as Your Majestie 
shall perceive by such thinges as are delivered to Mr Sommers Io communicat to Your 
Highnes, and by such communication as passed bclwene us and yc Emperour’s Ambas- 
sadour sithence his retourne, we thoght good to forbeare until such tinte as a by ye 
fallinge out of such thinges, as are now présent in hande, belter oporlunitie shaibe 
offred. And, as for dealinge wilh Monsieur about it, whatsoever his minislcrs there or 
Itéré do protest or he him self (unlesse lie may be assured of yt which lie presently 
seketh at Your Majesties handes), it so toucheth liint in honor and reputaiion as yt he 
wil rallier runne any fortune then yelde unto it. Trueth it is yt in ail thinges whcrein 
we treate, either with him or his ministers, we fînde him and them very conformable 
in generalilies ; but, when we conte to particularities, we see both honor and promise 
layd on syde, as by Mr Sommers Your Majestie shaibe further informed, who was pré
sent at our last conférence betwene us and them, wherein they semed to charge us to 
be cnemies to their masters grealnes. And this ntuch w7e hâve thoght meete to signifie 
unto Your Majestie, in answere of Your Highnes first letter.

Touchinge Your Majesties second lettre of the xi,h of this présent, conteininge a pro
position to be made to some of ye chcfest of ye States whether Monsieurs intentions 
might not be impeached by imployment of Your Majesty owne forces or advancement 
of ye somme of ntoney yt was promised by the bondes, it may please Your Highnes the- 
[rein] to understande yt, uppon myne (lhe Secretaries) retourne from Monsieur, we repay- 
red unto ye Prince of Orange (knowinge [howe] ntuch ye States depende on his judg- 
rnent and are easely drawen to allowe of yt which he shall like of) with whonte we 
tooke occassion to breake in this malter uppon this grounde yt I lhe Secretarie, at my 
beinge al Monts, as wel by the conférence with Monsieur as olhers of his folowers, did 
discover that Monsieur had bin put in liead yt he was nothinge devoted towards him, 
yt he was entred irito sonie jalousie of his doinges, )t be was like to make a great part 
of the nobili lie and clergie against him, yt there was no lesse danger to be feared 
towards him from yt faction then front the Spaniarde, yt it were good for him there- 
fore to advise of some way how to prevent such inconveniences, aswel for him self as 
ye contrie, promisinge him yt, if we might impeache his overgreatnes, which was to be 
feared, we wold do our indevour towardes Your Majestie to procure ye sanie: whereunto 
he answered yt, as he deelared unto us at Monsieurs first cominge, ye onely way to 
bridle him was by Your Majesty autlioritie. To shake him of ail togither, especially at
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this présent, wcrc most dangerous, yl llie nialter miglit be so used as his cominge might 
profitl wilhout any great pcrill, yt tbeir présent danger likely to grow by him was for 
lacke of meancs to satisfie ye garrisons in Uenaull and Artois : for whose contentment, 
as also for payment of lhe armie, wliich for lacke of pay miglit fall to sonie dangerous 
disorder, if it wold please Your Majestie yt by vertue of Your Highnes bondes ye Siales 
might [be] fournislied with ye somme of 200,000 gyldernes, wliich amounteth to
2o,0[00 lib.............. ] or tlicreabout, it miglit slande ibem in more stede tlicn ami[. . .]
at an otber time, and grcatly bindc tbose of this contric to be [at] Your Majesty’s dévo
tion, and to kepe them from gevinge eare to lhe frcnch practise, which otherwyse 
wilhout Your Majesty countenanee must in lhe ende nedes prevaile. And, forye time 
to corne, after lliey hâve discharged ye greatest part of ye forces ye yt partie enterlei- 
nclh, beinge now ovcrchargcd, lie saw no otber way to brid[le] ye French, who were 
chefcly to be feared, but yt wold please Your Majestie to be content to fournishe 
ye States willi five thousand men, duringe ye lime of lhe warres, under somme 
general of qualilie, to be by Your Highnes defrayed, for ye repayaient whereof 
lliere might bc given sucli caution by deliveringe into your bandes certeine townes, 
as Your Highnes sliold liave cause to rest satisfied withall. Where uppon we prayinge 
liim to let us underslande what townes lie ihoght wold be given, lie declared unto 
us yl ye States wold be content to deliver Dunkerke and Nieuport, whereunto we 
replyed yt for sucli charges as Your Majestie sliold be driven to bc at, ye townes 
were of smal importance, Dunkerke beinge very weake. We asked him whether 
they coold not be content to deliver Sluys; lie slicwcd unto us yt he doubled lliere 
wold be sonie dilFicultie made thercin, foryt it is ye key of such rivers, by ye which ye 
marchandise yt cometh by sea, is conveyed to ye principal townes in Flanders. But ye 
greatest dillicultie, be said, lie doubted, wold bc ye uncertaintie what wil become of ye 
reaime of Englande if Your Majestie shold dye, « whose life we besceche God long to 
» preserve; for, said he, if we were assured of Hcr Majeslies life, or yt lier successor 
» wold continew his favorable protection towarde us, as she hath done, lliere wold be 
» no dilfieultie made for ye delivcrv of thaï or any otber lowne. » We shewed him 
(liât yt matter might cascly be remedied, cilher by yeldingc asseurance by Puriiamcnt 
for ye delivery of ye samc uppon repayment of sucli money as shold be by Your 
Majestie disbourscd, or by givinge ye promises of ye nobilitie under tbeir bandes and 
seales, and bondes of certaine parliculer townes, wliich he semed not to mislike off. 
And, thogli this way of asseuringe ye conlrics may seme to Your Majestie over char- 
geable, yct tliere is no doubt but, if il might please Your Highnes to hâve it moved in 
Parlament, they wold be most glad, seinge ye necessitie of ye cause, and how' dange
rous it wold be to your reaime to bave yc Low-Contrics possesscd with ye French, 
most willingly and liberally to contribute sueb charges as Your Majestie sliold be at.
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Itmay please Your Majestie to be farther adverlised yt presenlly, since ye retourne 

of ye Emperour’s Ambassadour from Don Juan, there is great hope conceived here 
of peaee, for the furtherance whereof ye States hâve requested ye said Ambassadour 
and ye French King’s Monsr Bellièvre and us to lake ye paynes to goe to Don Juan 
and upoon such poinctes as they hâve set donne to mediat ye sanie, which, for our 
partes, \ve were ye more willinge to doe, brcause of a eourteous lettre we received from 
Don Juan in answere of ours we sent him, signifyinge Your Majestie great desire to 
interpose your self to elïect ye same.

This morninge, ye Emperour’s Ambassadour is deparled towardes him, with whome 
we hâve senta gentleman for a safe-conduct, which we thinke wiibe with us on monday, 
uppon ye receipt whereof we meane to put our selves in order for ye journey. Many 
dayes cannot passe but Your Highnes shalbe advertised of ye successe of our travaile, 
for yt there is no further lime graunled by ye States for ye full endinge of ye treatie 
but ye Iastof this présent.

And, besechinge Your Majestie to pardon ye lengthe of our writinge, beinge loth to 
leave any thinge unadvertised unto Your Flighnes yt we thinke fitt for your knolcdge, 
we beseche God to ay[de] Your Majesties gouvernement with ail feiieitie.

From Anlwerpe, ye -16 of august 1378.
(Brilish Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 132.)

MMMMLXXXV.

Lord Cobhatn au comte de Sussex.
( A n v e r s ,  4 6  a o û t  1 6 7 8 )

Négociation avec don Juan. — Arrestations à Bruxelles.

My Lorde, That Your Lordeshyp myght know what hathe passed seynce our laste 
dispatche, wee hâve thought good to seende Mr Soomers to enform Your Lordeshypes 
of enye thynge that yn wrytyng wee hâve not satisfyed yow.

Monsieur’s deputyes are discontentyd that wee doo so moche impugne ther masteres 
grealnes and that by owr meanes the States hâve so strayngnyd him, and yet soomwhat 
mo soe? They doo for nere strelys doo the enfire them and the small hoppe that they 
bave had of the contrivaynces of Her Highenes favor. Th’Emperours Ambassador ys
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rcturned; hee saylh that Don Jhoon will harkcyn lo a peace : whereuppon llie States 
hâve scet doon certeyne conditioones of pcace, whicli wc send by Mr Soomers. They 
bave requestyd owre ayde and assistaynce. W e oonlye slaye for owr sawf-condyd. If the 
States were able to bryngc tber forcyes of tber footemyn accompenyd witli Casimers, 
trewllye, tber were great lioppe that a good peace myght cnsew, the Kyng of Spayne 
enjoye bis contrye and tbe Frenche dissmyssed. Otlierys 1 see afor ni y face a great 
warre, tbe losse of tbe contrye from Spayne, a great part of tbe contrye (o lioolde of 
France. How dangeros that ys for lnglandc, Yow Lordeshyp may well judge.

Tbe other daye at Bruxelles, Bassigny, Berseley, Glymes and Hèze exhibetyd a byll 
to tbe Lordes, requestyng tbem to suffer no innovation of relligion yn that toon, yn tbe 
name of tbe clergye, nobilily and commones. Beyng foonde and knowne that yt came 
owt of Champenys bcddc, the burgers of tbe toone went to bis howse, wiche tbey spoy- 
led, and sowght for liim, but al that tyme tbey foonde him not; but now they hâve him 
and batli seent tbe reste helher.

Thus bumblye I take my levé.
Antwerppe, tbe 16 of august.

(Brit. Mus., Titus, B. VI, n" 188.)

MMMMLXXXV1.

Lord Cobham à lord Burleigh.
( A n v e r s ,  16 août -1878.)

Même objet.

My verey good Lorde, Yowr honorable dcllyng witb ail parsoones yn lier Majestycs 
sarvys downes assure me of yowr great carc hade of us as publek parsoones. Therfor I 
nether feare or mistruste eny tbing to com froom yow but good. Alltbougbl yowr lesure 
sarves yow not to answer my patecular letters, yet am I moste assured that, yf yow 
myght doo as yow woolde, we sbulde bootb reccve incoraygement and derectioon, in 
tbyes great and wbaygbty causyes, wychc daylley growes uppon us. Tbe barde opinion 
concevcd of us at boom, and the small confort thaï whe can gewe tbyes poore afïïicled 
here, doolhe soo amaze me that, yf yow knew owr pense[r]usc myndes, yow woolde 
pyty us; and yet, God willyng, wbe will procede as tre-w and faylhfull sarvayntes to 
lier Majestie and good membercs of tbe common wclltbe. Tbys I saye, unto yow as lo
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my good Lorde, thaï, yf whe hayde delyvered that harde conforte to lhe States, as whe 
hâve hadde froom my Lordes, thés contrye hade becoom freynche; but, as whe myght 
and ocatioon sarved us, whe keple them vn hopp ofthe contenuaynces of Her Majestyes 
favor, hopyng that, by yowr good médiation and other of My Lordes, Her Majestie 
woolde derectly answ'er what sche vvill doo. There ys no lake of meane at thés pre- 
seynt, but of money, wyche yf yt myght be supplyed, Don Jlioon schulde be forced to 
yelld to a peacce, and Monsieur eut of clean for passing of eny toon : soom rebursing 
of hes chargys, otherwis nothing, if this supplye of money may coom yn tyme.

Th’Emperores Ambasiador ys retornyd froom Don Jhoon with a generali answer, 
wyche I seeynd Yowr Lordeschyp, as his speche to the States uppon the audyenceus 
gewn hem by the States. Uppon this accideynceus, the States hathe seet doon ther 
demaynds, which whe seeynd to My Lords, and bave requeslyd us to repayr to Don 
Jhoon, which whe hâve yelldyed unto, and doo preseyntlye seend for a sauf-conduyd : 
wyche hadde, whe mené preseyntlye to repayr to Don Jhoon to sce what may be doon 
for a peacce, wyche, I assure Yowr Lordeschyp, will soner take effect, if they may be 
hollppeyn with 50,000n, or ther abowtes, to paye ther footemeyn, that now are yn 
toones unppayed and can not be removed withowt paye : that yow will doo, moste 
preseyntlye be doon. Th’Emperores Ambasiador dowes retoorn to Don Jhoon, and 
Beyllewre the Freynche Kynges Ambassador ys rcquested to doo the leke.

We are daylley called uppon by Monsieur d’Alançoon his minesters andby the States 
to knoo fier Majestyes resolutioon towehing the negosiatioon betewne the States and 
Monsieur, wyche by owr laste correor whe sent to My Lordes. W he seynd them now 
ageyn soomwhat alltered and agreed amonge them. Whe are dayllye pressed for ans- 
W’er. Therfor I moste humblye praye Your Lordeschyp that with soome spedde whe 
maye knoo what to saye; and, whatsoever necessetye schall enforce the States to con- 
seent unto, yt schall tak noo plasse untell the latter eende of this moneth, at which 
tyme the treatye of peace with Don Jhoon dowes also seeses, if peace be not had afor 
that tym.

Casimerus ys passed the Reyn and the Moze and loggys this nyght at Boold-Doke.
If Her Majesti knew how this pepell doo honor and love her, sche woolde nether 

suffer them to retorn to lhe spanysche tiranye, nor to the unsoportable yowke of 
Fraynce.

This humblye 1 take my leave, commyttyng yow to Allmyghly God,
Antwherppe, the 16 of august.
This other daye, Basigny, Berseley, Glymes and Haze preseyntyd a supplycation to 

the Lordes of Bruxelles that ihev woolde not suffer eney innovatioon of relligion, but 
conlenew yn tbe oolde. For that yt eam owt of Champenys forge, his how'ss ys spoyl- 
led, and lie now takyn.

Tome X. 92



730 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
1 hâve caused a plate to be drayne for Your Lordeschyp of the camppe and of lhe 

maner of the skymmyrshe, which beyng doon I vvill seynd yt Yowr Lordeschvppe by 
the nexte.

Hellppe, my good Lorde, that, at M' Sommers retorne, whe maye hâve Her Majestyes 
resolutioon yn ail pwyntes, and whe leve to retoorn hoom. Trewllye owr chargyes be 
to great for us.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. o.)

MMMMLXXXVII.

fFalsingham au comte de Sussex.
( A n v e r s ,  16 a o û t  1 5 7 8 . )

Justification de sa conduite.

My very good Lord, I did receave singular comforl to bave lhe coorse or our procee- 
dinges in the chardge committed unto us allowed by Your Lordship’s good judgemcnt, 
especially lhe same having ben so greallie misliked of by those whom we bave most 
care to please as in dutie aperleineth: which halh ben unto us no smaule cause of greefe, 
serving with that mynd and care (liât we do. Ilard yt is in this brocken state under a 
confused governemcnt, having to dcale with many heades, not to commit errors; but 
more harder yt is, wbere thcre halh neiher lacked care, nor dilligence, lhat we should 
be subject to so heavie a censure as halh ben geven of our doinges. Besides our per- 
lieular greefe, yt wilbe a great discouragement herafter to ail thos that shalbe employed 
in like service.

For the présent state of thinges here, what hath passed betwin lhe States and the 
Freneh, what likelyhood there is of peace and how necessary yt is for Her Majestie to 
resolve presenltie what sl.e will do for theis counlries, this bearer, M' Sommers, who 
halh ben acquaintcd w ith the coorse of ail our doinges, can very sufficientlie infourme 
Your Lordship.

And so praying Your Lordship to excuse the not using of myne owne hand and the 
shorlnes of my writing, being commaunded to returne aunswer with ail expedicion unto 
certen lettres sent me by Her Majestie, I most humblie take my leave.

From Andwarp, the xvt"1 of august 1578.
(Iiritish Museum, Vesp., F. XII, n° 159.)
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MMMMLXXXVIII.

IFalsingham à Christophe Hatton.
( 1 6  AOUT d o ” S .)

Même objet.

Sir, Your most friendly standing in my defence where it might do me most good, and 
your comfortable letter written lo my poor comfortless wife, do minister unto me just 
cause to acknowledge myself greatly beholden unto you, praying you to make aecount 
of me as of a most constant and assured friend in ali fortunes. The desire that now Her 
Majesly hath lo understand of my doings at Mons, the speedy answer she requireth 
unto her last lelters, and the sufïiciency of ibis bearer, Mr Somers, who bath been 
acquainled with ali our proceedings here, wliich I bave prayed him to impart unto you, 
doth force me to be much shorter than othenvise I would hâve been if leisure had 
scrved. As you dispatch this bearer with comfortable or uncomfortable answer, so are 
these people here either to dépend or utterly to fall away front you, wherein also lhere is 
to be used great expédition. God therefore direct Her Majesty’s beart to do that which 
may be for her honour and safetv, to whose protection 1 commit you.

At Antw'erp, the 16“‘ of august 1578.
(Publié par M. IIaiuiis N icolas, Life o f sir Christopher Hatlon, p. 79.)

MMMMLXXXIX.

Les États-généraux à la reine d’Angleterre.
( A n v e r s ,  1 7  a o û t  1 5 7 8 .)

Us lui annoncent le traité qu’ils ont conclu avec le duc d’Alençon.

Madame, Combien que Messieurs vos Ambassadeurs auront soufïissamment faiet 
entendre les occurrences de pardeçà à Vostre Majesté et mesmes les causes et raisons 
que nous ont meu à traicler avecq Monseigneur le Ducq d’Anjou (ausquelles on ne
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peult donner aullre fondement sinon le repos et tranquillité de ces pays), toutesfois pour 
nostre debvoir n’avons peu obmeetre supplier Vostre Majesté bien humblement vouloir 
avoir contentement et satisfaction dudict traicté et trouver bon ce que pour le bien et 
repos du pays après plusieurs débats avons conclu, ce qu’espérons que ne réussira 
seullcmenl à la grandeur d’icelle, mais aussy à la paix de ceste patrie de si longtemps 
tant affligée. Pour à quoy parvenir retournons à supplier Vostre Majesté bien humble
ment qu’icelle soit servie nous faire jouyr de l’effect de sa promesse pour par ce moyen 
acheminer les affaires de bien en mieulx et restablir ces pays en leur anchien estât et 
splendeur, de quoy Vostre Majesté n'aurai seullement une louenge et gloire durable, 
ayant rendu le repos à ses bons voisins, mais, oultre ce, lesdicts pays et nous tous luy 
demeureront les plus que obligés à luy faire très-humble service en tous endroicts, 
comme désirons faire d’aussy bon cœur que supplions le Créateur vous continuer, 
Madame, en prospérité et longue vie, octroyant à Vostre Majesté l’accomplissement de 
ses plus nobles et héroïcques désirs.

D’Anvers, le xvne d’aoust 1578.
(Archives de la Haye, Reg. d'Angleterre, fol. 154.)

MMiMMXC.

Réponse des ambassadeurs anglais à la note des Etats-généraux.
(17 AOUT 1878.)

Ils persistent dans leurs déclarations.

Apostilles.

Lesdicts Ambassadeurs disent que pour n’avoir cncores receu nouvelles, ny entendu 
la volunté de Sa Majesté, ils ne peulvent déclairer qu’icelle se contente du contenu des- 
dicts articles.

Lesdicls Ambassadeurs, pour la mesme raison que dessus, ne sçavent que dire, ains se 
remectent comme par cy-devant au bon plaisir de Sa Majesté, ayant desjà dépesché 
messagier exprès vers icelle pour en recepvoir son très-honoré advis et commandement. 
Et d’aultant que le changement que se trouve au cinquiesme article de l’escript 
intilullé : Accord et alliance, a esté faict et arresté sans le sceu et adveu desdicts sei-
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gneurs Ambassadeurs, et pour estre le contenu d’ieelluy article faict contre le gré de 
Sa Majesté, comme la cherchant tirer en traiclé d’alliance sans 1 uy avoir premièrement 
communicqué le subject et intention d’icelle, protestent lesdicls seigneurs Ambassa
deurs contre ledict article, réservans leur advis et consentement aux aultres au bon 
plaisir de Sa Majesté, pour estre ledict accord et alliance presque tout aultre de la pre
mière instruction, et le changement d’icelle faict sans leur sceu et consentement.

(Arch. de la Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. 155; Dril. Mus,, Galba, C. VI, 2e p , n° 150.)

MMMMXCI.
Lord Cobham et IValsingliam aux lords du Conseil privé.

(Anvers, 17 août 1578.)

Pendant leur absence, les États ont traité avec le duc d’Alençon. — Pamphlet rédigé par Dammartin.
— Emprunt sollicité par les États. — Négociation avec don Juan.

It may please Your Lordships to be adverlised yl we thoght to send over this bearer 
Mr Sommers unto yow, with the treatie betwene ye French and ye States, whome we 
bave made throghly acquainted with ye wbole course of our doinges, baving bin also 
présent at our last conférence wc had with Monsieurs dcpulics, who, contrarie to our 
adverlisementes to Your Lordship in our last letters of ye 9 of tliis présent, bearinge 
us then in hande yt tbey were rcady to départ, remained hcrc bebinde and in [our] 
absence bave wroght ye States to yclde to those articles lhat were impugned by us. 
W hal reasons moved ye States to yeldc to ye same, Your Lordship shall further under- 
slande by Mr Sommers. And, wbereas tbere was publisbed lierc an infamous boke which 
1 sent unto Mr Secrctarie, underslandinge yt Dampmartin, a servant of Monsieur, had 
caused ye same to be imprinted, 1 [lhe] Secrelarie, beinge at Monts, enformed bis said 
master thereof, who hatb promiscd to see him punisbed to Her Majesties satisfaction, 
havinge alredy disebarged him from further dealinge in his causes here. As for wor- 
kinge ye stay of ye French from possessinge of these contries, we bave in our 
letters to Her Majcstie let ber underslande ye Prince’s opinion how ye same may 
be effectuât. And, thogh perhaps ye same may be found chargcable, yet conside- 
ringe how much it importelh Her Majestie, in honor and safetie, as well to bave 
them kept from the French as from beinge tjrannised by ye Spaniard, we nothinge
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doubt but yt, ye same beinge propounded in Parlament (for Her Majestie shall not 
oiherwyse be able to mainteine ye charges), ber good subjectes, especially seinge there 
may be given sufficient caution for ye restitution of ye same, wilbe willinge to yeld 
thereunto. In ye meane time, carnest requcst batli bin made unto us by ye States, in 
respect of tlieir grcat necessities, yt il miglit please Her Majestie yt, by verlue of their 
bondes, lhey might be prcsently furnisbed wi111 ye somme of 200,000 guylders amoun- 
tinge to 23,000 liv. sterlinge or tbereabout, which, as lhey protest unto us, wold stande 
them in more stede now then a million at an other lime, wilhout tbe which they see 
son.e great. disorder likely to folowe, in so mueh yt ye fruict yt was looked to bave 
ensued of their forces, is to be feared wilbe lost : which thinges we findinge so appa- 
rantly like to corne to passe, and their necessitie no lesse (lien they do shew, Your 
Lordships, in our opinions, shall do wel to deale cffeclually witb Her Majestie to satislie 
their request out of bande, wbere by lhey shall not be throwen into any necessitie which 
may open the gates unto the Frencb to hâve further fotinge liere lhen shalbe good for 
ye Slate of Englandc, who had no doubt made a better bargaine for tbemselves then 
presently they hâve, had we not stil put ye States in eomfort of ye continwance of Her 
Majesties goodnes toward them, thogh we reeeived litlc eomfort front liome so to doe. 
But, if it be once diseovered yt lier Majestie meanelh to give them over, or that lhey 
shall finde (which we hâve with great difficulté soght to hyde, especially duringe this 
treatie with ye Frenc-h) that ye helpe they reçoive from lier Highnes, by reason of the 
uneerteintie thereof, doetli not worke them yt suretie, which their necessitie requi- 
reth, no doubt of it, they wil then resolve to lake ye course of French, notwithstandinge 
any inconvenience that may grow unto them therby. The considération whereof moved 
us (uppon ye stay made of the signinge of the bondes, beinge lolh in ye lime of our 
imployment y t so dangerous a mischief both for Her Majestie and ye reaime shold take 
effect, when by our meanes ye same might be slayed) to give our credit for five thou- 
sand florins, for ye satisfyenge whereof we hâve bin forced to try our friendes in ye eitie 
of London, havinge promised not to départ henee before ye repayment theieof : which 
beinge imployed in Her Majesties service so necessarely for ye prevenlinge of so great 
a mischief as otherwyse was likely to hâve ensued, we may thinke our happe very 
liard yt ye burden tbereof shold light uppon us, beinge otherwyse above our powers 
overchargecl with excessive expenses. And, whereas Her Majestie hatli entered into grcat 
offence with me ye Secrelarie for that I dicl not insist uppon ye paymcnl of ye 43,000 
liv., aceordinge to ye contracte passed betwene lier Majestie and ye States, but did rallier 
perswade Her Higbnes to dispense with ye first payment, it may please Your Lord
ships to consider y t ye States did make it manifestly ajipeare unto us : first, yt, for lacke 
of money, lhey were not able to satislie Duke Casimir of such sommes as were due 
unto him (beside yt yt was payed by Hcr Majestie), whereby he coold not marche with
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)t spede yt was expédient l'or ihcir relief, and, for lacke of satisfyingc (lieir footemen 
now disperscd in garrison, tliey were not able to draw iliem to ye campe, so yt, ail 
liicir forces beinge not united togitber, tbey dare not attempt any tliinge against ye ene- 
mie, but tlieir eantpe rcmaineth unprolitablie entrenebed uppon bis garde, whrreas, if 
by ye benefit of Her Majcslics bondes tbey might bave brogbt as wel Duke Casimir as 
ye rest of [tlieir] forces to yc campe, tbey might (God givinge tbcm good successe) 
bave prevailed against ye enemie, beinge superior as tbey are in forces. Thesame want 
causeth tlieir garrisons placed in townes of importance in ilaynault and Artois to be ye 
more subject to frencb practises, for lacke of pay. Thèse tbinges beinge layed doune 
so plainely before our eyes, importinge Her Majestie so muche both in honor and safe- 
lie as tliey doc, especially ye Frencb beinge readic to make tlieir profitt of any ncces- 
sitie yt ibis people shold be throwen into, I yc Secretario do lcave il to Your Lord- 
sbips opinion bow I might bave discharged my self cilher in duelie or discrétion toward 
Her Majestie by insistinge uppon ye payment of ye said somme of 4.3,000 Iiv., wben I 
saw il, in dcw course of pollicic, more fut for lier Majestie to bave supplied treble yt 
somme rallier lhen to bave suffered lhem to runne ye bazarde yt tbey were like to 
bave fallen into, beinge mosl manifest yt, if Her Majestie subjccts yt serve on this side 
ye sca, had not acquited tbemselves willi grcat valeur (for lacke wherewilh to assemble 
tlieir forces), tlieir whole campe bad bin overthrowen. The cause of (bis tlieir ncces- 
sitie growetb first for that tbey did not provide clswhere; secondarely yt tlieir forces 
al tbis présent be so grcat as it excedelh ye ordinarie taxation; thirdly for yt yc said 
taxations are not fuily payed, because tbe provinces do relain sucli sommes as bave bin 
by lhem disboursed for ye fortification of tlieir lowncs, whieh growetb to an unspeakable 
matter; and lastely for yt tbe said taxations are imployed in ye discharge of moncy 
borowed and assignations delivered for it. Uppon ye retourne of yc Empereurs Ambas- 
sadour, tbere is prescntly great liope conceivcd yt Don John wilbe content to grow to 
a pcace : whereuppon ye States bave prayed ye Emperours Ambassadour, ye Frencb 
King Ambassadour, Monsieur Bellicvre and us to repayre unto bim, wbercunto we 
bave ycldcd, beinge yc rallier cncouragcd therelo by a courleous lettre wc bave rccci- 
ved from Don John, whereof Mr Sommers is to deliver Your Lordsbips a coppic as 
also to acquaint Your Lordsbips xvitli ye grounde of ye said Ambassadours liope. NVhat 
wilbe ye issue of ye said trealie, Your Lordsbips shall very sbortely understande, for 
yt yc lime of ye trealie is limitcd, elher to conclude or to breake it of by ye ende of 
tbis monelh.

Il may plcasc Your Lordsbips, at yc elosinge uppe of tbis letter, tbere came [ . . . . ]  
sent unto us from yc States, ye Prince of Orange and Monsr Longolius, to informe us
bow that, uppon inquirie made amonge tb cm ..............., order was (aken for Spinolas
indemnitie, tbey found yt tbere was some stay made in yc matter, and therforc willed
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them to repaire unto us, in lheir name, to undersland what was alredy or were likely lo 
be done Cor ye dispaiche of ye said Spinolas asseurance, and to request us yt they might 
be spedely advertised of Her Majesties pleasure and résolution as wel therein as in other 
poinets. W hat may be meant by their hast as wel in tins thinge as in passinge ye 
accord witli Mons” deputies in our absence, we referre il to Your Lordships considé
ration, wishinge onely yt such oportunitie be not forslacked for Her Majesties safetie 
and ye State, as afterward may be desired, but wilbe withoul hope to be obteined.

And so we humbly take our leave of Your Lordships.
From Antwerpe, ye 17 of auguste 1578.

(British Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 155.)

MMMMXCII.

fFalsingham au comte de Leicester.
(A n y e i is , 17 AOUT 1578.)

Recommandation en faveur de Spinola.

My very good Lord, This gentlemen M. Baptista Spinola, with whom Mr Davison, 
Her Majesty’s agent here, by venue of Her Majesty’s letlers of procuration, hath con- 
tracted for the somme of eight and twenty thousand pounds sterling for the States 
behoofe, underslanding lier Majesty’s stay made of signing the bonds promised in the 
said letlers of procuration for the receipt of the said somme, the disbursing whereof is 
by suche meanes like to be bis undoing, hath requested my parlicular recommendation 
of bis case unto Your Lordships, to the end he may bave your furtherance therein lo 
Her Majestyin moving her to signe the said bonds, which bis request desireth so much 
the rather lo be hearkened unto, for thaï he did very discreete and honestlie forbeare 
to acquainte the States with Her Majesly’s stay of signing the said bonds, untül they 
did presse him to delyver unto them the remainder of the sayd somme. Yf Her Majesty 
deale not favorable with him, besydes thaï yt will faute out to bis undoing, Her High- 
nesses credit shall thereby he no smallie towehed, and the States lealt in great neede, 
wherfore I bcseeehe Your Lordship to bave care of the matter accordinglie, and so most 
humblie take my leave.

From Andvarp, the xvijtb of august 1578.
(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. V, n” 102.)



737

MMV1MXCII1.

fValsingliam à lord Burleigh.
(Anvers, 17 août 7378.)

Il s’en réfère au rapport de M. Sommers en ce qui touche tout ce qui s’est passé. — Le prince 
d’Orange favorise les Français; moyens employés pour qu’il continue à servir la reine près 
des États.

My verey good Lord, I can not render unlo Your Lordship suffycyent thankes for 
your most frendely lclters and good advyce conleyncd in the same. And, for thaï, 
emongst olher ihingcs, you dyd espelyally advyce me to retorne awnlswer with ali 
espedylyon lo Her iMajeslyes last letters, I shall most liumblye praye Your Lordship lo 
cxscuse my présent shorlenes in wrytyng, wherin I ara (lie bowlder to offende, for lhat 
ibis bearer, Mr Sommers, is able verry suffylyenlly to acquaynt Your Lordship with the 
wholc coorse of owre proceadynges. Yt may pleaseYour Lordship lherfor (besydes the 
matters conteyned in llie generali letters) to enquyre pertyculerly of bim what passed 
betwene Monsieur and me at Mountes; howe the Prince of Orenge enclynethe to the 
Frcncbe ; what barde speeches passed from bim unto Monduset and of Monsieurs minis- 
ters in the presence of Bussye; and what meanes I bave used lowardes the Prince to 
hyde the error of your doinges ther and to use bim as an inslrument to contynewe the 
Slates good affectyon lowardes Her Majcsty. And so, referryng Your Lordship to bis 
reporte, I most humbly take my Icave.

At Antwarpe, the xvulh of auguste 1578.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE.

MMMMXCIV.

William Davison au comte de Leicesler (?).
(Anvers, 77 a o û t  7578 )

Négociation avec don Juan.

My very good Lord, I will not now trouble Your Lordship with many lynes, ibis 
bearer Mr Sommers beingso well able as hc is to déclaré unto you at full lenglh the 

Tome X. 93
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state and proceeding here, wheare our long desperat opinion of a peace is somewhat 
qualified since the returne of th’Emperours Ambassador from Don John, whome lie 
assurelh to find in very good disposicion that way.

Yesterday morning, tiie said Ambassador, at the States request, is returned baek lo 
Lovain to break the yce in that negociacion against the commingof our Lords, whome 
the States bave in lyk sort besought to empioy ther labour in advancing so godly a 
woork, whicb tbey bave taken uppon tbem, and are appointed to départ thitherwards 
as tomorrow. The french Ambassador Bellièvre (who on fryday morning went hence 
in post to Mounts) is lykewise requested and batb promised to follow them, bis trayne 
attending for bini in the mean wbile at Bruxelles. What fruict ther travaills will yeld, is 
yet bard to sav, tbough tbere be some hope of doing good, if Don Juan be not a man 
very ill advised, or els that that tbere be inteligence betwen bim and the Freneh. For, 
if be considcr the manifest danger of aliening tbeis countryes from the King of Spayne 
by the going forwards of th’enterprise of the Duke d’Alençon, especially whereas lhe 
same sbalbc favored of the King bis brother, as men do generally tbink it is, the King 
being induced therunto both by good policy and necessity, finding no better remedy 
thon by ibis outward warr to avoyd an inward combustion, wherwith his Estate hath 
bene many yeres travaillcd and in manner consumed, it is held a matter doubteles that 
be will Le content to haiken to a composition. The rallier by cause by a warr lie is in 
bazard to be expulsed out of lhe country, either by force or by famyne, to his utlcr 
dishonor and disservice of the King bis master; for, if his mony and victualis do allready 
fayle bim (a matter assured), what hope can lie bave to hold out long against so great 
forces? as he is îyke to be assayled withall on ail sydes for, to give tbem bataill, he can 
not but with his great bazard ; and to retyre himself uppon a défensive warre, abando- 
ning the field unto his enemyes, he slialbe forced to forgo the greatest part of tliese 
places witbin one moneth, whicb be lialh bene a whole yere in getling, besyde that, 
what by the French on tli’one syde and the States on th’olher, the country slialbe occu- 
pied, and the passage stopped round about bim in such sort as neilher men, mony, nor 
victuali sliall comme to bis supply : whicb difïicultyes, togetber with tb’experience of 
the litle prolïit lie hath made of bis whole yeres warre, notwilhstanding the overtrow 
given to the States and tb’advantage of remayning cversince master of lhe lield, cannot 
but inclyne bim to a peace, if (as I said before) be be not ail the better assured of the 
French or very ill advised in his actions; but lierof we sliall shorlly see some effect, 
tbough in the meane tyme 1 doubt not but the short truce appointed for this treaty 
(whicb by the contract ncwly passed with the French is lymited witbin this moneth), 
the want of authority on Don Juans behaulf, together with the qualily of some of lhe 
propounded articles, will offer difficulty ynogh in the treaty therof.

The condicions wheruppon the States are concluded with the Duke d’Alençon his
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minislers, the strenglh he hath ready in the counlry and uppon ilie frontyer, the Iate 
lumnlt at Bruxells moved by the instigation of Champagny, who is since taken prison- 
ner, the approch of the Duke Casimire, the state of our camp, with sucli other particu
larités I remytt unto Mr Sommers, who returneth amply instructod of ail thés things. 
And so for this lyme most humbly lake rny leave of Yourgood Lordship.

Andwarpe, the x v i j "1 of august 1578.
(Brilish Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 59.)

MMMMXCV.
Les lords du Conseil privé à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.

(PiORWICH, '18 AOUT to78.)

La reine blâme la promesse des Etats de déférer éventuellement la souveraineté au duc d’Alençon; elle 
désire qu’elle soit maintenue au roi d’Espagne et que les Étals se bornent à se défendre avec l’aide 
du duc d’Alençon. — 11 y a lieu de réclamer le châtiment de Dammartin.

After our vcry harty comendacions unto Your Lordships. We bave rcceaved jour 
lettres of (he vmth of ibis présenté, together with a copie of instructions conceived hy 
the States in answere of a former treatie betwixt them and the Frcnch and given by 
them to Monsieur the Duke of Alançon, beinge (irst imparted untoyou. We hâve reeea- 
ved also your apostilles lo some articles of the saide instructions and the rcquest of the 
States unto youc uppon the same, and lastly your réplication unto them uppon theire 
saide request. Ail which hâve ben redd unto Hcr Majesly, who hathe comaunded us to 
signifie unto youe lier very good lykingc and satisfaccion of your discreele dealinges in 
the consideraeion of those inslruccions and of your excepcion made unto certeyne arti
cles of the same. And, for farther answere in a quallylie to them ail, Her Majesty’s 
pleasure is that we shall signifie unto youe that Her Highnes dotli not myslyke of the 
acceptation of the ayde mencioned to be offered by the sayde, so as lhereby there be no 
intencion eyther in him or them to worke a separacion of them from theire soveraigne 
lorde and duke the King of Spaine; but yet in lhat the States offer unto the Duke by 
the way of promise that, if lliey shall hcreafter make choise of any other prince, they 
will preferre the saide Duke, Hcr Majesly findeth it slrange and greatly mislykctb in lhat 
the same giveth argument to the worlde to immagine that both they bave a meaninge
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to change theire heddc, and tlie Duke also a desire (o be corne lheire lorde, which is 
a matter contrary to bolh theire former severall open protestacions and to the course 
which Her Majesty halhe helde from the beginninge, who hatlieby ail meanes possible 
sought to procure a pacificacion betwixt the King and his subjectes. And, perceavinge 
that to be greatly delayed by the disposicion of h is ministers, who havinge forces at 
theire comandement and heinge lyke therwith to suhvei t the state of the Lowe-Contrics 
and alter the goverrnent, hath, in respect of the ancieni leagues betwixt lier Crowne and 
those contries, yelded to the saide States divers favors, only to préservé them from 
theire subvercion, wilh a continuancc of her meaninge hy ail kinde of sollicitacion to 
make a pacificacion. And, so farre forthe as the ayd rcquired by the States of the Duke 
maye tende to the same purpose, Her Majesty lykethe it bothe in them and in the 
Duke to give it them, but otherwyse not, and so hath she by sondry meanes given the 
Duke him selfe to understande, who also, as lie halhe both by open protestaeion noti- 
fied Dis meaninge to be to no other intencion, so also hathe he confirmed the same by 
his speciali messages to Her Majesty, so Her Majesty wishethe that th’end of the accor
des betwixt him and the States maye take lyke place.

And, where it seemethe that he requireth certeyne lownes to be putinto bis bandes for 
bis assurance, comminge as he doth in bis propper person, with bis forces at bis owne 
charges for the delence of the States, so the same may be ordered that there be no 
intent to alienate the same from the King of Spain, but to bave them only for assu
rance to hâve bis charges satislied, Her Majesty meanelh not to mislyke therof. And thus 
in this sort, without a larger perticuler censure of the rest of every of the articles in the 
saide informacion, Her Majesty would the States to understande that in ail theire 
treatie, eyther with the Duke or with any other, she wisheth there be no sekope or 
intencion in theire account, but first and prineipally to procure a pacificacion betwixt 
the King and them. And, if tyme cannot as yet procure it by reason of the evill dispo
sicion of the King ministers, delighting in accions more of hostilitie tlien of tranquil- 
litie, Her Majesty cannot myslyke that they do for lheire owne preservacion accept 
suche ayde as the Duke offreth them, only for theire defence and to procure peace, by 
divertinge or refellinge (he forces préparée! against them. And ail other parles of the 
saide instruccions, (endinge to the contrary hereof, Her Majesty dothe mislyke and 
woulde that the States shoulde hâve due regarde therto. [We shoulde very well] hâve 
lyked that youe had sent unto us the coppie of the articles of the offers made by the 
French, where uppon thèse instruccions do depende, for now we can but gesse at them 
by the articles of the instruccions, which seeine to he an answer to the Frenche.

The Queene’s Majesty hathe ben also made acquaynled with your lettre sent to me 
Secretary Wilson, of (lie fourthe of this présente, conccrninge the booke presented in 
advanceinent of the frenche nacion and the contempninge of other[sj. And, lyke as
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Her Iliglines hathe very good lykingc of jour inlencions lo use ail good mcanes îo 
procure condigne punisliment of such a sclanderous and raslie invencion, so is it lier 
pleasure lliat we sliall signifie unto youe lliat therc are very great presumpeions that 
one Dampmartin shoulde be llie aullior therof, a nian (by ail conjecture) very apt to 
take suche a matter in bande and sucb a one as in olher cases batb discovercd bis for- 
warde disposicion against our naeion.

These our lettres we trust shall corne to jour bandes shorlly uppon tbe returne of 
youe, Mr Secretary, from Mountes. And, wben youe shall bave receaved Her Majesties 
resolucion touchinge lliat, youe shall Write of jour negotiacion with tbe Duke : wee 
trust thaï with tbe same youe shall receavc order for jour return, tbe which we shall 
very willingly procure, as we bave not wanted to tbe best of our powers to procure 
youe such dispalch from tyme lo lyme as we bave thought mought advance Her Majes- 
ties service underyour bandes. But tbis progresse lyme batb ben some impediment to 
it. And so we bid youe right hartely farewell.

From Norwicb, thexvm,hof auguste 1578.
(Brit. Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 150; Harley, 4945, n° 55.)

MMMMXCVI.
Le comte de Leicesler à William Davison.

( N o r w ic h , -iS AOUT 1578.)

11 croit entendre de loin les plaintes du peuple des Pays-Bas.

You may tliink, Cousyn Davison, thaï our malters be not gicat tbat 1 wryte no 
oftener to you; but, lest you shuld tliink, elher ibat 1 bave not rcceived jour letters or 
tbat they be not very welcome unto me, I may not lelt any messengers pass without 
som signyficalion of my mindfulnes also, tbougb never so lytle matter. Yet shall yt 
suffyze tbat you know Hir Majestie and ail we jour frendes here ar in good health, 
and presently bere at Norwicb, somwbat nere you, wliere my thinkes I bear every day 
tbe voyce of tliat pcople, but lytle good I imagyn they say, but erye oui uppon sucb 
neigbbours. Wcll, God help tbem and us too, fearing our nede wylbe more than tbers. 
Well, 1 can say no more, but wyll thus end, and byd you fare well in nmch hast.

Tbis 18 of august. (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)
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MMMMXCVII.

Le docteur Wilson à Walsingham.

( N O R W I C H ,  18 A O U T  1878.)

Préparatifs pour aider les Pays-lias, grâce à l’influence de Leiccster. — Ambassade 
de SI. de Rambouillet. — SI. du Plessis se rend aux Pays-Bas.

Upon your returne fronte Monsieur and message sent ltelher of your dealinges witli 
hym, I doe liope some good resolulion wylbeelaken for universal welfayre. In this meane 
season, lier Majeslie hath promysed lo signe lhe letters for Itorses to bee in a redynes 
upon Recusantes *, and My Lorde of Leycester comntanded to make cltoyse of fytte capi- 
taynes in several shyres to bee apoynted and sent thyther, vvlto, I doe assure yow, did 
deale so plainlie, so boldelie and so failbfullie therewithal witiiin thèse few daies with 
our Soverayne, agaynst délayés and unnecessarie used allégations, as I did never heare 
cownsellour lak the likeliberlie upon bynt, and, as God woulde, lie was harde with as 
gréa te pacience.

Monsieur Rambouilet lhe elder cummeih hether to morowe with a verie plausible 
message, as I am enformed, and, as I can gesse, lo advance the matehe so ntoche as 
maye bee, whiche seemeth to me verie fovwavde litre, yf al otlter thynges there with 
yow bee answerable thereunlo. But what the yssue hcreof wylbee, God onelie knoweth, 
and no lyving creature els.

Monsieur de Plcssey is cummynge to yow, by whonte yow shal underslande 
moche, havyng had favourable hearing of lier Majcstie before his departure frome 
hense.

Frome lhe Cowrte at Norwyche, this 18 of august 1578.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. o.)

1 On donnait d’une manière générale en Angleterre le nom de récusants à tous ceux qui refusaient 
de prendre part aux cérémonies du nouveau culte. L’un des moyens de coercition employés à leur 
égard était de les obliger à fournir les chevaux dont on avait besoin pour les expéditions militaires.
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Le docteur Wilson à William Davison.
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(RORWICH, 18 AOUT lo ? 8 )

Envoi d’un messager. — 11 se recommande au bon souvenir du prince d’Orange.

Yow maye not ihynke amysse tliat your servant doih not retourne al this présent, 
for tliat geatesewte hath been made for Capitayne Cockebourne lo cumme over at this 
présent, who wyl failhfullie discharge hymselfe in this service, and hath a greate desire 
to wayte upon Mr Secretarie Walsinghain. Your man, God willinge, shalbee tlie next, 
who is ever in myne eye tyl lie bee witli yow. Yow doe verie wel to sende fui adver- 
tisementes, whiche are verie wel lyked here, as to tbe whiche good credite is geaven.

I praye yow keepe me in good grâce wilh lhe Prynce of Orange, although I doe not 
W rite untohym; for, if myne habilitie se rv e d , lie showdde underslande myne affection, 
savynge myne allegianee to my Soverayne.

Thus in hayst fare yow wel.
Frome the Cow'rte at Norwyche, this 18 of august 1378.

(.Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMXCIX.

Walsingham au comte de Sussex (? '.
( A n v e r s ,  18 a o û t  1578.)

11 a trouve que l’esprit du duc d’Alençon s’est développé : il a aussi meilleure mine. — Peut-être ne 
recherche-t-il la main de la reine que pour faire réussir ses projets dans les Pays-Bas. — Éloge de 
Philippe Sidney. — Les résolutions de la reine sont bien changeantes et, en tout cas, fort tardives.

1 humbly beseeche Your Lordship to accept this shorte awntswer unto Your Lord- 
ship’s letter in good parte, being carefull lo dispalche this bearer Mr Sommers
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with ali speede with llie reporte of my proceadyngs at Mounts and the awnswer 
to Her Majesties lelleres, having express commaundement to use great expédition 
therin. Howe muche 1 lliinke myselfe bownde unto Your Lordship for your freindeiy
advyce geven.......... towehing the governyng of myselfe in Monsieurs cause, I had
rather to déclaré with a tliankefull requytal tlien with the use of many superfluouse 
woordes. Harde it is to dyscover ihe bottom of lhat matter, for that ours actyons are in 
worde th . . . and ean hardely he decyphrcd until they growe to effecls. To thinke . . . 
Monsieur coold not be content to mary with owre mislress, were a vayne opynion, 
being as she is the best maryage in her paryshe, but to saye . . .  he dothe hope after yf, 
eonsidering his former tryall in the attempt therof, is very doubtefull. To use the same 
as a means to render Her Majestie more inclynabie to allowe of his proceadyngs here, 
standethe with good pollecye. The gentleman 1 fynde very wyse, well spoken and not 
so deformed as he was. The great trobles lie hathe passed (which is the best whalsoe- 
ver) hathe greatly sharpend his wyt and increased his judgement. Yf yt xvere not for 
the expectation of the Crowne of Fraunce, lhat is lykely to lyght uppon him, wdiich dyf- 
fîcullye above ail others I doe weyghe, knowing what yt is to lyve under a vyceroye, 
the matclie were not to be myslyked, seing the necessyle Her Majestye and the reaime 
hathe of the same.

Your Lordship dothe verry well to staye Mr Sydney, seing he was to bryng unto 
Duke Cassemire so uncompfortable a message, deserving so well as he dothe at Her 
Maj esties handes, being content for her servycc to expose his lyfe and fortune. Yt is a 
verry slrayngc eoorse, having so fewe frendes as we bave, to make so lyttle accompt of 
one lhat is so constantly affecled and so well able and wyllyng to assyste in tyme of 
necessyte. But, when you make so lyttle accompt of Scoteland, having returned the 
imbassador of that reaime with evyll salysfactyon (as I pereeyve you hâve, by a letter 
recevved from Alexander Haye), what hope ean others hâve that depende of your fren- 
deship? And, thoughc you send us, we thowght yt be somewhat to late to be very for- 
warde in yelding assistaunce to thos of this contrye; yct, seing howe subject you are to 
chaynges, we are lothe, notwithslanding any warrant you can sonde us, to promyse 
muche, unies ye were dysposed to persevere. They desyre Her Majesties resolution of 
or on, « for, saye they, to be fed with uncerteyntyes, wyll be owre ruine. » Good my 
Lord, procure yt one waye or olhcr.

Yt hathe ben no smawle greefe unto us to interteyne them as we bave d o n e ..........
hope of performaunce of Her Majestys promysed assistaunce, and not to be able to geve 
them any resolution one waye or other. In case we had not imployed owre credyts as 
W’e dyd (wherin howe hardely we are dealt withall I appeale unto Your Lordship), they 
had ben throwen into some dayngerouse exstremyte as this bearer will shewe you 
(thowghe the som . . . .  was verrye smaule for them and yet over great for us). Some
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other pertycularytes I Iiave commylted to Lis reporte, and so most humbly take my 
leave.

At Antwarpe, the xviult' of auguste 1578.
(Britisli Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n” 40.)

MMMMC.

Don Juan à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.
( H a c k e n u o v e r ,  19 A O U T  1578.) 

Il les recevra volontiers.

Messieurs, A voslre lettre du jour d’hier pour responce vous dirons que vous serez 
les très-bien venus et serons ayse de vous veoir. Selon quoy vous vous pourrez partir 
et encheminer vers Louvain pour y arriver après-demain jœudy au soir, où avons donné 
ordre au Baron de Chevreau de vous faire accommoder et mesmes de vous envoyer 
escorte là part que désirerez, en l’advisant du plus proche lieu par quelque trompette 
ou tambourin de vostre venue. En quoy il n’y aura aucune faulte, ne faisant ceste plus 
longue, sur l’espoir qu’avons de vous veoir si tost, prians Dieu, Messieurs, vous avoir 
[en] sa saincte garde.

De Haeckendover, le xtx” d’aoust 1578.
(.Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles; Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 159.)

Le Secrétaire Le Vasseur à lord Cobham et à IValsingham.
(Hackenuover, -19 a o û t  1578.)

II est chargé par don Juan de leur faire connaître qu’il sera bien aise de les voir 
et qu’ils seront « les très-bien venus».

(Archives de la ville d ’Ypres.)
To.UK X. 91
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MMMMC1I.
IValsingham à William Davison.

(M a l i n e s , 19 AOUT 1578.)

Paie à remettre aux soldats anglais. — 11 attend le sauf-conduit de don Juan.

Sir, Understanding by my cousin Norreys tliat our english souldiors in the campe 
are dryven to very great necessitie for lack of lheir pay, I iiave thought good to desier 
you that, yf there Le any monnie taken uppe by vcrtue of our Merehauntes Adventu- 
rers bondes, you will hâve care that they maie be relieved with some part thereof.

W e hâve taried here untill now without any tydinges of our safe-conduct. Yf Don 
John do send yt us, then is lhere sonie hope of a peace to follow; but, yf not, yt wilbe 
an argument that he doth not desier the saine.

And thus, with my hartie commendations, I bid you fare well.
From Malines, the xix,h of august 1578.

[Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMCIII.
Lord Cobham et IValsingham aux lords du Conseil Privé.

(M a l i n e s , 20 a o û t  1578.)

Sur l’invitation de don Juan, ils se rendent à Louvain.

It may please Your Lordships to be advertised yt, accordinge as we wrote by our 
last sent by Mr Sommers on sunday last, we dispatched one on ye saterday before to 
Don Juan in companie with ye Emperours Ambassadour, for a safe-conduct for us, and 
uppon monday we toke our journey to Malines there to attend ye retourne of our mes- 
singer and ye safe-conduct we loked for : where we remained until wenisday, altendinge 
Don Juans answere, which we receivcd in ye morninge of ye same day by letter, appoin- 
tinge us to repayre to Lovain ye day folowinge, as Your Lordships may perceive by ye
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coppie of his letter we send yow herewilh. The same day ye deputies of ye States, 
appointed by them to lye here to hâve correspondence with us uppon ye treatie of 
peace, received Word by letter from ye Empereurs Ambassadour yt they shold make 
their repayre with ail spede to Lovain, and for their assurance of safe passage sent 
them Don Juan safe-conduict. The said deputies, at our arrivai at this towne ofMalines, 
conferred with us uppon ye articles propoundcd to Juan for ye pacification, accordinge 
to such commission and instruction as they had delivered them from ye States, and 
acquainted us with certaine other advises which they thoght convenient to serve as 
meanes to induce Don Juan to condescende most easely to an accord of pacification. 
The copies of ail which, we thoght good to send to Your Lordships, as also to aequaint 
yow with the occasion of our stay licre, to ye ende we might bc excused, bolh towarde 
Her Majestie and Your Lordships, if we shold be thoght to hâve made longer stay uppon 
our way then necessitie inforced us unto.

And so, not havinge furlher matter as yet to inlarge unto Your Lordships, we most 
humbly take our leave, commillinge ye same (o ye grâce of God.

From Malines, ye 20 of august 1578.
(Brit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 140.)

MMMMCIV.

W a ls in g h a m  à W illia m  Davison.

(Maukes, 20 a o û t  1578.)

Même objet.

Sir, This daye we receyved awntswer from Don Joan thaï we shoold be welcome 
and that ther shoold be order taken by the Governor at Loveyn for owre lodgynge. 
This curtesye of his dothe put us in compforte that ther wyll growe a peace betwene 
him and the States. 1 learne by Jacomo that the peace is greatly desyered in Don Joans 
campe. By the next I shall be able to geve you somme lyght of the matter.

And so in the mean tyme I commyt you to God, prayenge you to sec this letter, 
dyrected unto My Lordes, conveyed by the ordenary poste.

At Maclyn, the xxtU of auguste 1578.
(Record office, Pup. o f Holland, vol. 5.)
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MMMMCV.

William Davison au docteur Wilson.

( A n v k r s ,  22 a o û t  1578.)

Opinions diverses sur le résultat de la négociation avec don Juan. — Troubles à Valenciennes. — 
Champagney a été conduit à Gund. — On dit que Philippe II enverra le duc de Terra-Nova pour 
accepter l’arbitrage de l’Empereur.

Sir, Yeslerdaye towardes lhe eveninge 1 received llie pacquett herewith sent from 
My Lordes, who lhe sanie daye (havinge no rather lheir sauf-eondit) departid from 
Machlin to Lovaine, leavinge us here in an earncste expectation of the succès of there 
journeye, wherof in the meane tyme ih’opinions are divers, accordinge to mens divers 
judgmentes and apprehentions. Sonie, and of the wiseste, who consider the state and 
naturali indisposition of Don John to quiet, the difïicully in divers of the States demaun- 
des, namely towchinge the reddition of the places into there handes and the matters of 
governenient and rclligion, lhe resolution which it is thought lie hath rather to hazarde 
ail lhen to accorde anye tliinge that maye derogat from the Majeste of the King his 
brother and his owne honor and réputation, the advantage he hath of places to retyre 
unto and make a warre defensyve in case the worste fa II ont, the difïîcul tie for his ene- 
mye to ex pugne ihose holdcs but wilh an infînit charge and loss of men and tyme, the 
supply he maye in the meane while hope to receave out of Italy, Germany and olher 
places, and ih accidentes that maye hapen amongest his enemyes to his advantage, the 
want lhey are in here for mony to enterteigne there army even in this beginninge, his 
hope by lengiheninge the warre to dowble that and other incomodities and to weary 
them utierly wilh the longe charge and burthen of nourishinge so huge an armye, 
bcsides the suspicion of an intelligence betwene him and the Frenche, are resolutely 
of opinion there wilbe no peace. Others, amongest whome are divers of good discours, 
do verely perswade thcmselves that Don John is bolh inclyncd to peace and gladde of 
th ’opporlunitye oflerid by th’interposition of theis princes in a médiation therof; and 
theis men do grounde there reasons upon the jealousye and feare which the Kinge of 
Spaine ought in pollicy to hâve of the cominge in of the Frenche, and the aparant dan
ger, which doth therby threatten unto him not only a loss of theis countries in particu-
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1er, but also the hazarde of bis whole Estate and fortune generally, in case he do not 
tymely prcvent it, the inequalitie of bis forces to make head in open fîelde against (he 
strengthe of the States alone, much less to resiste bolh them and the Frenche, the 
danger wherunto Don John throwethe aswell bis owne fortune and réputation as the 
State of the Kinge his master, in case he he driven eilher by force or famyn to forsake 
the counlrye, the distrcs wlierin he doth already finde himself both for monye and vic- 
tualles, and the litle meane he shall hâve to he supplied ofeither, his adversaries beinge 
masters of the fielde, the decrease and weakeninge of his nombers by . . .  . and mor- 
talitye, witli divers other like important considérations. But what succès the matters will 
take, must apeare within vearye fewe daies, the terme beinge limitted by the laste of 
this monethe to resolve in that hehaulf. He hath, upon th’approche of the Duke Casi- 
mire, whose forces do joigne this night with the campe at Rymenam, ahandonid, as the 
brute is, Diest, Sichenen and Àrschott, the later wherof was not longe since surprised 
and sackid by the States men and afterwardes lefte to th’enemies discretyon. And now 
it is thought the whole armye shall within three or four dayes marche towardes 
Lovai ne.

Of the procedinge in Haynault wc heare litle since the departure hence of the frenche 
comissioners, savinge that al Valenciennes there shoulde be some tumulte and the 
people in armes one against an other, the occasion beinge imputid by the Count Lalain 
to one Monsieur de Harchies, sent thither with Comission from the Archeduke to 
infourme himself of a partialité and division emongcst them, touchinge lher magistrates 
and governemcnt, wheare, in steade of a medyator, he hath, as the Count complayneth, 
made himself a partie and handlyde the matter so as it is like to growe to some fowle 
disorder, if it be not ail the soner and better pacified, to wliich ende the States hâve yes- 
terdaye sent comissioners thither.

Champagny is nowe conveighid to Gaunt by the Bruxellers, of whome he hath bene 
verie rudely intreatid, but hitherto no accusation against him.

Thus, leaving to trouble Your Honour by longer letter, I do for this tyme most 
humbly take my leave.

Andwarp, the xxu,h of august.
Postscript. By letters of the 6 of this présent ont of Spaine, we heare that the King 

hath resolvid to sende the Duke de Nova-Terra to request and fully aucthorize th’Em- 
peror to treat in the compoundinge of this peace. And by this tyme it is thought he is 
upon his journye.

( Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. o.)
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MMMMCVI.
Le comle de Schicartzenberg aux ambassadeurs anglais.

(Louvain, 23 août 1378.)

11 désire connaître le résultat de leur conférence avec don Juan.

Messieurs, Estant ce jourd’hui entré en traicté avecq les députés de Son Altèze 
et de messieurs les Estats, il s’y sont présentés quelques difficultés non inextricables, 
mais telles toutesfois qu’il n’y a rien dont je vous puisse advenir que fors le pouvoir 
des députés desdicts Estats est sy précisément limité qu’ils ne peuvent aucunement 
entendre à la prolongation du temps et surcéance d’armes préparatoirement demandée 
par les députés de Son Altèze, sans avoir voulu jusques à présent entrer en matière 
principale. Et comme nous voudrions bien, avant que passer beaucoup plus oultre en 
ce faict, sçavoir ce que se peult estre passé en la communication que vous aurez eue, 
Messieurs, avecq Son Altèze et la responce qu’elle vous aura donnée, j’ay trouvé bon 
de despêcher incontinent ce courrier avecq la présente pour vous prier que, s’il vous 
semble que ne pourrez estre ce soir de retour en ceste ville, vous veuillez me le faire 
entendre et m’en advertir en me renvoyant au plus tost ledict courrier, affin que selon 
ce nous puissions nous régler et conduire, etc.

(Publié par M. B l a e s , Mém. anon., t. III, p. 351, note.)

MMMMCVI F.
Déclaration de don Juan au sujet de la conférence de Jauche '.

(24 AOUT 1578.)

Ce document n'a pas été retrouvé aux Archives du royaume à Bruxelles.



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. m
MMMMCVIU.

Résumé de la conférence de Jauche par les ambassadeurs anglais.

(Anvers, 24 a o û t  1378.)

II lui est impossible d’accepter, sans se déshonorer, les conditions des États.

Le sommaire de la responce du seigneur Don Juan à la proposition à luy faictepar les 
Ambassadeurs de la Sèrènissime Royne d ’Angleterre au nom de Sa Majesté.

Qu’homme du monde n’estoyt plus enclin et désireux de la paix que luy, comme ses 
actions précédentes le pourroyent tesmoigner, s’estant contenté de se jetter entre les 
bras des Estais et accordé la retraicte des Espaignols.

Qu’il considéroit bien que le pays qui estoit foulé, estoyt le pays du Roy, et le sang 
qu’on espandoyt tous les jours, le sang de ses subjects, et que pourtant n’estoyt si mal 
advisé que de ne se vouloir voluntiers accorder à tout ce qui pourroyt servir à la con
servation des deux; mais que les conditions de paix qu’on luy proposoyent, estoyent 
telles qu’ayant esgard au service de Dieu, à l’honneur de son prince et au sien particu
lier, il ne s’y sçauroit aucunement accorder : mesmes d’autant que le temps limité pour 
le traicté est si court qu’il ne suffit pour y débattre une matière de telle conséquence 
avec la délibération requise.

Que le Roy désiroit la paix, et que pour tant luy son ministre n’en sçauroit faire 
moings, si les conditions estoyent honnorables, combien que plusieurs jugeassent le 
contraire, à cause de sa naturelle inclination aux armes.

Que les conditions qu’on luy proposoit, estoyent si dures que, si mesmes il se trou- 
voit prisonier au Brodehouse à Bruxelles, ne les pourroit pourtant accepter.

Espérant pourtant que tant Sa Majesté que tous aultres princes de la Chrestienté 
jugeroyent qu’il les a à bon droict rejetlé, se fiant en l’équitté de sa cause fondée sur 
plusieurs bons respects que Dieu luy donneroit victoire.

(British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 142.)
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MMMMCIX.

Lord Cobham et W  alsingham aux Etats-généraux.
( P e r w e z ,  24 a o û t  4578. J

Audience accordée par don Juan.

Messieurs, Estimant que désirez sçavoirce que pourrait estre passé entre le seigneur 
don Jehan et nous, et se présentant la commodité de ce courrier, lequel retournoit vers 
monsieur l’Ambassadeur de l’Empereur avecq responce à une sienne lettre qu’avons 
receue ce matin, n’avons voulu obmectre vous advertir que n’avons eu audience, icelle 
estant différée jusques à aujourd’huy après-disner, pour quelle raison nous ne seavons 
pas. L’Ambassadeur du roy de France eust audience hier et s’en retourne vers son 
maistre, d'aullant que, selon qu’il appert par quelque parolle qu’il s’est laissé eschapper, 
je ne vois pas grande apparence de la conclusion de la paix, quy nous desgouste fort, 
craingnans que ne pourrons effectuer en cest endroict le bien que voudrions et que 
désirerions singulièrement, dont serions les très-maris. Demain lundy, Dieu aydant, si 
l’on ne retarde davantaige nostre despèche, avons délibéré de nous trouver à Louvain, 
et alors entendrez davantaige du succès de nostre négociation. Ce pendant nous vous 
recommandons à la grâce de Dieu, lequel prions vous donner, Messieurs, en santé, 
heureuse et longue vie.

De Perwez, ce dimenche matin.
(Publié par M. Blaes, Mém. an., t. III, p. 553.)

MMM.MCX.

Lord Cobham et / /  alsinqham au comte de Schwarlzenberg.
( P e r w e z ,  2 1  a o û t  1 8 7 8 . )

Même objet.

Monsieur, INous avons ce dimenche malin, à une heure après minuict, receu voslre 
lettre en date du jour d'hier, pour laquelle vous remercions bien humblement, enten-
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dant par icelles qu’estes desjà entrés en traicté avecq les députés de Son Altèze et des 
Estais et que désirez d’estre adverty de nos procédures avecq Sadicte Altèze. Pour à 
quoy respondre vous sçaurez qu’elle ne nous at encores octroyé audience, l’ayant 
différée jusques à cest après-disncr, pour quelle cause nous ne sçavons pas si Son 
Altèze nous despèchera quant et quant, comme espérons qu’il fera. Nous avons délibéré 
de vous aller trouver demain lundy et vous faire part de ce que serat passé entre luy 
et nous. L’Ambassadeur de France cust audience hier, et, selon que nous at apporté 
ung gentilhomme de nostre suite, que nous envoyâmes vers luy pour le visiter, est déli
béré de s’en retourner en France par le chemin de Bruxelles, aïant trouvé le faict de 
paix assez difficile, dont sommes fort maris, craignans que nostre labeur et persuasions 
en cest endroict ne prendront le train de bon succès que désirons et semble très-néces
saire pour le Roy Catholicque et le pays, selon l’estât des affaires. Nous remectrons le 
reste au temps de nostre venue vers vous, et, nous recommandant ce pendant bien 
affectueusement à vos bonnes grâces, ferons fin, prians Dieu, Monsieur, qu’il vous 
donne, en santé, heureuse et longue vie.

De Peruwe, ce dimenche au matin, xxiiij6 d’aoust 1578.

(Publié par M, B i . a e s ,  Mém. anon., t. III, p. 551.)

MMMMCXI.

William Davison au comte de Leicesler (?).
(Anvers, 24 août 1578.)

Marche du due Casimir. — Troubles de Valenciennes.

It may please Your Lordships, On monday last tbe Lordes departed hence to Machlin 
and from thence thursday to Lovain, liaving no rallier receaved their sauf-conduict. [So] 
hearing nothing of them, \ve remayne in suspence of their success.

The Duke Casimir arryved on friday niglit last at the camp at [Lierre], from whence 
it is thought they shall ali remove wilhin 3 or 4 [dayes] towardes Lovain. Uppon his 
approch, th’ennemy abandoned Diest, Sichem and Arschot, being no longer able to 
defend them. At Valenciennes, the people are in armes one against th’other ab[oul] the 

T ome X. 95



734 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
choice and deposing of their magistrates, somc approving, oihers impfroving] such as 
incline to lhe part of Lalain, who dot h imput tlie clieif of tliis disorder to one Monsr de 
Harchies sent thilher by the Àrch[cduke] to infourme liirn self of that différence or 
rather to countermyne lhe practise of the said Count; but, lhe matter bcing growen to 
some extremity, [lhe] States bave sent thilher other depulies to accomodate and pacifie 
lh[hem]. The Trench do svarme about lhe frontières, forbearing yet to ati[empt] aught 
till they see th’issue of ibis new brochcd trafiîcq of pcac[e . .  . .] Champagny is caricd 
to Gand by the Bruxellers, of wliom he [lias] bene bery rudely intreated.

Tliis being as much as I bave prcscntly to trouble Your Lordship wilhall, I most 
huinbly take my [leave].

Andwarpe, the xxnu'b of august 1578.
(b r il. M useum, Galba, C. VI, 2 ' partie, n* 41.)

M M M M C X I I .

M. de Gaslel à l l  ahinyham.
(Jaeche, ‘24 AOUT 11578.)

Don Juan proteste de son désir de la paix.

Monsieur, Arrivant devers Son Altesse, l’ay salué au nom de Monsieur le Baron et 
votre, luy représentant la satisfaction qu’aviez eu de son bon recueil, et tombant plus 
avant en propos, luy ay représente, le moing mal qu’ay peu, les discours persuasifs qu’il 
vous a pieu zéleusement me tenir pour l’induire à la paix, n’obliant luy donner les 
examples que m’avez, Monsieur, mis en avant, lesquels a rcceu tout de bonne part, 
louant la vivacité de voire esprit et grande prudence, me disant Son Allesse estre esbahy 
de l’exhortation que luy faisiez de la paix, veu qu’estimoit eussiez comprins ses inten
tions, lesquelles ne sont aullres que la désirant sur toutes choses, et qu’estendra ses 
bons offices plus céans à l’endroict des Estais pour leur oster le voyle de l’abuse, à 
quoy vous prie tenir la main, et croire que par luy tout repos leur sera procuré, pré
supposé le service de Dieu et l’obéissance du Roy.

Je ne double, Monsieur, que la Majesté de la Royne et Messieurs ses ministres au 
premier rane desquels estes des principaulx, y tiendront la bonne main, comme chose
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dont Iuy en résultera repos et contentement. Je suis constrainct postposer celuy des 
soldats qu’est le mien et désirer le bien et repos publique.

Monsieur, je vous supplie me tenir vif aux souvenances de la Royne pour très- 
humble serviteur, ne m’esloignant de vos bonnes grâces et de celles de Monsieur le 
Baron, lesquelles ensemble salue de mes humbles et affectionnées recommendations, 
priant Dieu vous donner, etc.

Ce 24 d’aoust, du camp lès-Jausse 1578.
(D ril. Mus., (Julba, C. Vf, 2' partie, n° 144.)

MMMMCXIII.

Don Juan à la reine d’Angleterre.
( Camp de Jauche, 25 août 1578.)

Bien qu’il désire la paix, il n’a pu accepter les conditions des États.

Madame, J ’ay volontiers entendu ce que m’ont déclaré les ambassadeurs que le jour 
d’hier me sont venus veoir de vostre part, avec lettres en crédence sur eulx du xnm° du 
mois de juin passé, et d’aultant que le contenu en icelles se rapporte entièrement à la 
bonne affection que vous debvez aux affaires du roy monseigneur et frère, ne sçaurois 
sinon vous remercier de sa part et de la myenne bien humblement pour la peine que 
dictes avoir prins à proposer quelques termes de bon accord entre Sa Majesté et ses 
subjects, dont je me promectroie quelque bonne yssue, si le mis en avant desdicts Estais 
lust tel que au bon contantement de Sa Majesté se pourroit concevoir quelque paix, 
telle que portent vos lettres; mais tant s’en fault que les articles naguères proposés par 
lesdilz Estais en donnent quelque espérance, que plustost iceulx répugnent à toute hon- 
nesteté, mesmes si avant que vosdicls ambassadeurs m’ont rondement confessés qu’ils 
sont trop durs pour estre admis et acceptés, oultre plusieurs aultres indignités et exhor- 
bitanccs que jornellement se commcctent, dont j ’ay prié à vosdicls ambassadeurs vous 
faire récit et, au demeurant, vous assurer, Madame, mon intention n’estre aultre que de 
remcctre les pays en tout repos et leur procurer la pacification qu’eulx-mesmes pour
raient souhaiter, bien que je voids que leurs actions en sont tant élongées que ne me 
puis persuader que à bon escient ils y vendent entendre, ainsi que plus amplement vous 
en pourront faire rapport vosdicls ambassadeurs, à la suffisance desquels remeclray
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vous dire le surplus qu'ils onl veu depuis leur armement en ce pays. Et en test 
endroict, après avoir prié le Créateur qu’il veulle longuement conserver Vostre Majesté 
en heureuse vie, je vous baiscray, Madame, bien humblement les mains.

Du camp lez-Jausse, ce xxv"1'  d’aoust 1578.
(Bull, de la Comm. d’histoire, 5' série, t. 111, p. 274.)

iMMMMCXlV.

Walsingham à William Davison.
(Louvain, 2a août -1578.)

11 espère peu la paix.

Sir, We returned this day from Don John to this towne of Lovain, front vvliom we 
hâve receavid such aunswer as we do grcallic doubt of thc going forward of the trealie 
of pacification, of the yssue whcrcof we shalbe beller hable to judge to morow in the 
after noone, hy which tyme we hope to receave his finall resolution lherein : which I 
hâve thought good to signifie unlo you in the meane tyntc, and to thancke you for your 
letter of the xviujlh written to My Lord and me.

And so I commit you to God.
From Lovain, the xxvlb ofaugust 1578.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMCXV.

Don Juan aux ambassadeurs anglais.
(JAUCHE, 26 AOUT 1578.)

11 invoque leur témoignage en faveur de ses dispositions pacifiques.

Messieurs, Je ne puis laisser de vous faire entendre que j’ay t[rou]\é bien estrange 
que l’on nielle desjà en avant que seriez retournés de devers moy avec peu de satisfac-
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lion de mon inclination et volunté [à 1’] endroict de la paix, à laquelle m’estiez venu 
exhorter de la part de la Royne votre maistresse, sçaehant ce que vous en ay dict, iraic- 
tant de ce faict, estant au contraire de ce que se publie. De quoy à ceste cause n’ay peu 
laisser faire dresser ung escript *, suivant ce que m’en est venu en mémoire, et d’en 
faire donner part au Conte de Zwartzemberge, Ambassadeur de la Majesté Impériale, 
afin qu’il entende à la veue eom[ment] les choses sont passées, et desquelles vous 
resouvenant, me fai riez plaisir en donner le vray et fidel lesmoignage. Ce que j ’espère 
ferez comme désireux de mesme que moy, et de le monstrer aussi tousjours pour 
effect, suivant la charge que dictes en avoir de la Royne votre maistr[esse]. Et sur ce 
je prie Dieu vous avoir, Messieurs, en sa grâce três-saincte, en me recommandant de 
bon cœur à vous.

Du Camp en Jausse, ce 26 d’aoust 1578.
(B ritish  M useum, Galba, C. VI, 2 ' partie, n° 142.)

MMMMCXVI.
Walsingham à M. de Gaslel.

(Louvain, 26 août 1378.)

Il engage don Juan à conclure la paix, quelque dures qu’en soient les conditions.

Monsieur, J ’ay receu votre lettre du 24e de ce moys, et vous remercie de bien bon 
cœur de ce qu’avez représenté à Son Altesse les raisons que j’estime estre de consé
quence pour l’induire à accepter la paix telle qu’elle luy est proposée, plustost que de 
désister du traicté, comme chose très-dangereuse, et pour laquelle selon mon opinion 
ces pays pourront estre aliénés de l’obéissance du Roy. Et quant à ce que m’escrivés 
que Son Altesse s’esbahit que je l’exhorte au faict de la paix, estimant que j ’eusse 
mieux comprins son intention, qui n’est aultre que de la désirer sur toutes choses, et 
que pour tant je feray bien de m’employer plustost envers les Estais pour les exhorter à 
s’y conformer, je vous respons qu’il est vray que Son Altesse nous allégua plusieurs 
raisons qui le meuvent à désirer la paix, et qu’il nous dict que,saufve la gloire de Dieu, 
son debvoir envers son prince et son honneur particulier, il n’y avoit homme qui s’y 1

1 Probablement le procès-verbal de la conférence de Jauche, qui se trouvait aux Archives de 
Bruxelles.
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voulût accorder plus voluntiers que luy; mais, considérant que tous ses respects aux
quels en temps et lieu il est bon et raisonnble d’avoir esgard, ne peuvent avoir lieu 
maintenant, sans danger de l’aliénation du pays, j ’ay estimé que ce seroit bonne police 
d’accepter la paix combien que conjoincte avec quelques difficultés et dures conditions, 
pour obvier à ung plus dangereux inconvénient, veu mesmes que plusieurs princes, 
voyre des plus grands de l’Europe, ont esté constraincts en pareil cas de céder à la 
nécessité. Et quant à exhorter les Eslats à proposer plus raisonablcs conditions, nous 
n’avons oublié à nous y employer de tout notre pouvoir, sçaehant combien la Royne 
notre maistresse est intéressée en ccst affaire, et trouvons maintenant qu’il est trop tard 
pour y rien faire davantage, à cause qu’ils sont passés sy avant au traicté avec les Fran- 
çoys que, selon mon opinion, n’y a auilre moyen pour remédiera ung tel inconvénient 
que celluy de la paix, estant bien marry que les affaires se trouvent en tels termes que 
notre entremise et diligence n’a peu en rien prévaloir à l’advancement du service de Sa 
Majesté Catholique et de Son Altesse, qui est ung prince qui mérite d’estre servy et 
honore de tous, vous priant de l’asseurer de ma part, que je ne fauldray ey-après de 
faire tout debvoir pour advancer ce qu’il conviendra au bien public. Et, quant à votre 
particulier, vous ferez, s’il vous plaict, estât de moy comme de celuy qui vous est très- 
affectionné amy et serviteur : ce que verrés par effects, quand il vous plaira me faire cest 
honneur de m’employer en tout ce que pourray. J’ay délibéré de vous escrire, devant 
que partir de ces pays, plus amplement sur le subjet de ces affaires, qui m’en garde 
maintenant de vous en faire la présente plus longue, priant Dieu, etc.

De Lovain, ce 26 d’aoust 1578.
(B ritish  M useum , Gulba, C. VI, 2 ' partie, n° 145.)

MMMMCXVII.

Lord Cobham et Jfalsiiujham aux lords du Conseil privé.
(Louvain, 27 août 1378.)

Récit de leur conférence avec don Juan.

It may please Your Lordships t’understancle yt, on friday last beinge ye 22 of ibis 
présent, \ve deparled from this towne of Lovain towardes Don Juan, and went lo bed 
yt night by bis appointment to a towne called Joudoigne, which \ve found ail infected
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with the plag[ue], as this bearer can informe Your Lordships, two or tliree houses 
onely excepted, in one of wliich we were lodged, and ye Frencli Ambassadour in (lie 
other. The next day we went by bis order likewyse to a village called Pervé, which 
we founde no clearer of sickncs then ye other, and on sonday folowing were condueled 
by Mons'de Montmartin and Monsr Gastel to hâve audience of Don Juan, who mett us 
about an englishe myle and an lialf out his side his campe in a great plaine,beinge accom- 
panied with wel nere two thou[sand] horse, and under a great oke standinge in ye 
middest of ye said plaine gave us an audience, where we declared unto him yt Her 
Majestie, havinge from ye beginninge of ye civil troubles of these contries grcatly pitied 
ye misérable estate of ye sanie, had soght from time (o lime to app[ea]se them by ail 
such meanes as she thoght might serve best for ye purpose, havinge to yt ende sent 
often times sondrie of her ministers both to ye King and bis Governers of yesaid con- 
(ries to lay before them the perill yt might ensue throgh the continuance of ye warre, 
offeringe by way of médiation to doe ail good offices yt might tende to the eompoun- 
dinge of ye controversies betwene ye said King and his subje[cts] and ye avoidinge of 
yt danger yt these contries were in to be lost wilhout spedy and timely prévention. And, 
to make ye péril more apparent, she did acquaint ye King with such practises and intel
ligence as came to her knoledge yt passed betwene ye Duke d’Anjou and ye States, 
sendinge unto him ye topics of such ieiters as made mention thereof : of ail which good 
offices and sisterly dealinge ye King notwithstandinge semed to make small accompt, 
which, together with other circumstances beinge wel weighed, servcd to argue yt lie had 
conceived some jalousie of Her Majesties proceadinges in ye Low-Contrie cause, and had 
not made yt good construction of hcr friendly offices don both for his benefit and ye 
weldoinge of yt contrie, yt Her Majestie loked for, and in reason might hâve discou- 
raged Her Majestie from further dealinge in yt matter, were it not as a Christian prin
cesse she is resolved never to be wery of doinge lhat good yt may tende to ye stayinge 
of ye effusion of Christian blood. We said further yt ye cause yt had moved Her Majestie 
to assist ye said Kings subjecls was onely to mainteine them in their auntient libcrlics 
under ye Kings obedience and to kepe out ye French wilhout any de.-ire oi' intention 
to inipatronize herself of ye said contries, as might appeare by ye iardge offers thereof, 
which she had refused : a matter yt few princes or rallier noue but Hir Majestie wold 
bave done. That, if Her Majestie had not yelded unto ye assistance she hath don and 
further used both perswasions and treates to kepe them from runninge ye course of 
France, ye French wold erc this bave possessed themselves of ye best parte of ye con
tries : so yt, if the matter were not wel weighed, we sayd, ye King had cause in some 
sort to acknoledge yt lie holdelh now ye said contries by ye benefit of Her Majestie 
frendshippe. That thinges were reduced to )t extremilie as )e subjccts liere, seinge 
themselves out of ail hope to recover ye Kings favour, had taken a resolution to with-
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draw themselves altogither from Lis obedience, havinge proceded so faire with ye 
Frencb Kings brotber as may appeare by ye accord belwene bim and them; yt, unies 
lie yelded lo grow lo some spedy composition witli them, it was apparent unlo ail men 
of judgment yt ye Frencb King wold beeome Lord of ail ye contrie. Thaï Her Majestie, 
forseingc bow dangerous such an alteration wold prove, not onely lo ye King but also 
to herself and ail other princes of Christendome, coold not but perswadc and earnes- 
tly presse bim, as lie tendred ye continuance of ye said contries under ye King bis bro- 
tber’s obedience, and ye benefit of ail Christian princes, (ye same beinge as it were, ye 
market and market of al! Europe) and bis owne honour, which sliold susteine a great 
blemishe by ye losse of (bese contries tlirogb Lis owne faulte, lie wold yelde to some 
composition, yea thogli it were joyned witli some liard conditions, consideringe ye pré
sent necessitie of ye time.

Havinge delivcred these speaclies unto bim, lie yelded a ns were thereunlo as folowetli : 
Tbat no man was more desirous of peace tlien lie, as bis actions had wel witnessed, 
wlien lie was content to tlirew liirn self into ye bandes of ye States and to yelde to ye 
sendinge away of tbe Spaniardes. Tbat lie considered yt ye contrie yt was spoiled, 
and lhe blood yt was sbed, was ye Kings contrie and ye blood of bis subjects, and 
tlierefore sliold greatly forget bim self, in case lie sliold not incline lo doe any tliinge 
yt might tende to ye conservation of ye same ; but tbat ye conditions of peace yt weare 
offred unto bim, were suclie as, respeclinge, as he did, bis God, ye honour of his 
prince and bis owne crédit, lie coold never yeld to consent lo ye same, especially seinge 
ye limitation of time so short, as a cause of yt wcigbt coold not be trealed with yt deli
beration yt were necessarie and expedient. Tbat ye King bim self desired peace, and yt 
be as his minister coold not tlierefore in duetie but incline to ye same, (tliogh ye World 
did perhaps expcct otberwyse for tbat he was martially given), so it were accompanied 
with honorable conditions, but yt ye conditions propoundcd unto bim by ye States 
were very liard to be yelded unto, yea if he were prisoner in ye Brodehouse at Bruxelles, 
hopinge tlierefore it sliold appeare botb unlo Hcr Majestie and ye rest of ye princes in 
Christendome yt be had reason to refuse ye same. Tbat be doubted not, in respect of 
ye justnes of bis cause, beinge grounded uppon so many and good respects, yt God 
wold give bim vielorie against ye Kings enemies and their faulters.

Whereunto we replied yt in dede ye conditions were hard, as be alleaged, but yet yt 
he was to weigh ye necessitie of ye time which baili alwayes overruled even ye greatesl 
princes and monarches yt ever were, and yt inconveniencc tbat might folowe by not 
growinge to an accord, tlirogb ye cominge in of ye Frencb, tbat ye Emperour Charles 
bis falhcr, beinge a prince wel devoted and zealous in bis religion, a man for wisdome 
inferior to none, and of as great courage and magnanimitie as ever any of bis callinge 
and qualifie, was content, nolwitbstandinge in bis cxtremitic after his departure from
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Iscbroke, (o yelde to as hard conditions as those yl were now propounded unto him by 
ye States, whose example we said wc did chose lo Iay before him, thogh we migbt hâve 
alleaged many other, as ye fittest of ail ye rest, beinge of such a personage, whome for 
his eallinge he oght to honor, and for his judgment to imitat, and for his proximitie of 
blood lo reverence.

Wliich reasons, notwithstandinge and whatsoever els was by us alleaged to draw him 
to y eld to yc allowingc of ye articles propounded, he woold not be induced there to, 
seminge to bc most résolut lo runne any fortune and to hasarde ye losse of ye contries 
rallier then lo yelde to ye same : wherein we scinge him ouiwardly so résolut and yet 
fmdinge grcat cause why he shold yeld in respect of many wants, as lacke of money, 
scarcetie of victuali, ye infection and sickncs in ye camp and contrie round about, 
(bcsides ye States accord with Monsieur, which above ail other he feareth) and ye grcat 
forces ofye cnemie, we thoght good, for ye better soundinge of his disposition, to make 
shcw unto liim, as thogh we dispaired of any accord, and therefore praycd him yt he 
wold give order for safe-conduct for us to Bruxelles (thogh in dede we had no such 
mcaninge lo repayre thither), alleaginge that we saw it vaine, consideringe how we saw 
him inclined, to corne to this towne where his deputies were : whereunlo bavinge given 
good eare, he alleaged, as we did suppose before he wold, some difïicultie for our goinge 
to Bruxelles, beinge lolh (as we perccived afterward) yt ye treatie shold be breake of, 
whercuppon we rcsolved, as moved by his advise to retourne to this towne, lakinge our 
Icave of him nolwithstandinge as thogh we utterly dispaired of any furlher dealinge in 
yc treatie in respect of his unw'illingnes lo yeld to ye conditions propounded.

At our retourne hither, we aequainted ye Emperour’s Ambassadour with our proce- 
dinge, agrcingc with him yt he shold write to Don Juan yt we loke lhe matler to be 
quite given over, yt there was no hope of peace, yl wc meant to départ ye nexl day 
and yt, therfore, he sawe no cause of his longer stay here.

The States deputies did also for their partes give out y l tliey meant in like sort to départ.
The next day folowinge, ye Empereurs Ambassadour repayred unto us and did let 

us understandc yl he found by Don Juans deputies, beinge one Baptista Tassis, Fonke,
and [............ ], yt he wold give better eare to ye overture of peace, and therfore prayed
us to stay our deparlure for a time, where unto we did most willingly yelde. As we were 
in communication with ye Empereurs Ambassadour, Tassis and one other of ye depu
ties repaired unto us, whome we found (thogh at ye beginninge lhey semed to stande 
uppon hard termes) in ye ende, after some disputation to and fro, to give an inclinable 
eare to ye matler, whereby we are now in some good hope yt our travaile will take yt 
effect y t is desired, whereof we thoght meele to advertice lier Majestie and Your Lord- 
ships, hopinge by ye next we shalbe able lo advertice elher of ye throgh conclusion or 
brcachc of ye treatie.

T ome X . 96
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Touchinge ye State of Don Juans campe, ye infection of siekenes there and ye scar- 

eitie of victuals likely lo folowe, Your Lordships shall receive particular information 
thereof by this bearer, who is acquainted lliere witb. And so, etc.

Ye 27 of auguste 1578.
(Br il. Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 141.)

MMMMCXVIH.
Lord Cobham à lord Burleigh.

(Louvain, 2 7  août 1578 .)

Même objet.

My Lorde, A thaynkeful! mynde well ewer take ocalioon to make demonstratiooi) 
wlieyn ther ys noo gréai subject, as I now doo in troublyng Yowr Lordeschyp witb thyes 
screbolcd lynes. Owr proccdyng wilh Don Jboon and of owr rctorn to Lowyn and of 
owr slaye here, Yowr Lordeschyp scball knoo by owr Iellcrs lo the Lordes. If he myght 
witb the Kynges bonor and his oon eredyct, lie woolde wellynglye bave a peace; lie ys 
enforced liierto by waynt of money, plagge, iake of vettells and a generali famyn to 
ensew withyn thyes twoo monelbes; and, alllhowght the conditioones be bardes, it 
maye be be will not refuse them. By my nexte Yowr Lordeschyp [shall] knoo, ether of 
a blessed peace or of a mooste creull and unfortunal warre.

And so I commyt yow to Allmygbty God.
Lowayne, the 27 of auguste.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

JV1MMMCX1X.

Walsingham à William, Davison.
(Louvain, 27 août 1S 78 .)

Même objet.
Sir, I bave thought good to let you understand tliat yesterdaie, being uppon our 

departure to returne to Andwarp, th’Emperour’s Ambassador came unlo us, and
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roqueslcd us to slave yet some furlher tyme liere, putting us in good hope of sonie good 
fruités to follow of our travell in the treatie of peace, wherein we weare likewies con- 
fîrmcd by llie conférence wc had with Tassi and the rest of Don John’s deputies, who 
came likewies unto us at the sanie tyme. This daie, or to morow at the furthest, we 
shall knowe whal yssue the niatter will hâve, whereof I will not faile to advertise you, 
as opportunitie of messengers shalbe olïered.

Towching the siate of Don John’s campe and of thinges here, this bearer M' Jacomo 
shall infourme you lhereof '.

And so I commit you to God.
From Lovain, the xxvijlh of august 1578.

(.Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 5.)

1 Richard Topcliff écrivait le 50 août au comte de Shrcwsbury :
Of the good and valiant service of your countrymcn YourLordship hath heard long sincc, whereat 

there were B00 of the spanish side slain, with loss of not pas 80 English and Scotch, who most 
valiantly did knit logelher, and did often corne to the sword hand to and in sight of Don John, and 
rcceived of none more praise lhan of Don John, and lie offereth to them fair wars. Il is truc tliat the 
same morning, before lhey fought, Don John thoughl least to mcet with the English or Scotch; but he 
warned his men to détermine if lhey stumbled of the English and Scotch to préparé to fight, but if not 
they were assured of victory wilhout blood or slrokc. Ile cxpected to hâve taken the tlemish camp 
tardy, and not to bave seen an english face, but he failed. Don John is notable to put above 15,000 
in the field, whereof 9,000 are footmen and 6,000 horse, but these be reckoned good. The States hâve 
over many men and too few angels.

Casimir is come down, Your Lordship, I think, dotli know; and so I think you know of Monsr the 
French King’s brother, being at Mons, in Hainault, with his army ncar about him. First did corne 
from him Monsr Bakcvilc, a Norman, a gallant english courtcous, and accompanied with four or five 
of Monseigneur’s youths (such like they were and be well entertained and regarded); he was, in a sort, 
rccommended from the King. Secondly, is corne from the King, as 1 take it, Monseigneur Rambouillet, 
whose brother is said is a lewd Cardinal at Rome, who not long pasl wrot lewdly against 11er Majesty ; 
me scems his entertainment is not such as the other. Monseigneur the brother offereth, in speech and 
shew, himself an 1 ail his at 11er Majcsty’s dévotion. My Lord Cobham hath bcen with him, and 
Monsieur Secrctary, at Mons. Thcir speed is yet unknown abi oad, but like Your Lordship may know 
it, and mueh more lhan I can Write.

Champanic, w ho was with the States and a grcat dealer here as ambassador a year past, is found 
with some ircachery mcant lowards the States, and is sliut up. He is of the lewd great house of Gran- 
vellc and the Cardinal’s brother. By grcat chance and great occasion, Monsieur H. Candish was at 
Brussels, to buy tents, and with him divers of the best sort of gentlemen, the day of the skirmish ; but 
his men did nobly. Of account I hcar no more slain of our side but Bingham’s two brothers and My 
Lord Sand’s brother. The skirmish endured maintained from cight in the morning till six in the night. 
(Lodye, t. Il, p. 125.)
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M M . M M C X X .

Lord Cobharn et fVahingltam, à  don Juan.
(Louvain, 28 août 1578.)

Envoi du résumé de la négociation.
Monseigneur, Ayant apperceu tant par la lettre de Vostre Altesse, du xxvue de ce 

mois, que ce que le seigneur de Vaulx nous a diet de sa part, qu’elle estimoit que 
n’avyons pas directement rapporté ou pour le moings bien entendu sa response sur 
l’exhortation que luy fismes au nom de la Royne noslre maislressc de s’accorder à la 
paix, nous avons esté d’advis, pour satisfaction de Vostrediete Altesse, de luy envoyer 
par escript le sommaire delà response couchée au pied de ce que l’avons entendue, ne 
doubtant pas que, quant Vostre Altesse l'aura leu, elle ne juge que n’avons ny mal 
entendu, ny indirectement rapporté sa response, car nous serions bien marry de nous 
oublier si avant et faire si mauvais offices que de ne rapporter au vray les propos d’ung 
prince de sa qualité et duquel avons receu si courtois et honnestc (raictement. Suppliant 
très-humblement Vostre Altesse de croire quelle nous trouvera tousjours très-prompts, 
non-seullement à faire tous debvoirs possibles pour l’advanchement de la paix, mais 
aussv à recognoistre l’honneur et amiable accueil qu’avons receu d’icelle, en tout et 
partout où luy pourrons faire très-humble service. La suppliant en oultre, après qu’elle 
aura leu le sommaire enclos de sa response, de nous advenir par ung sien mot de 
lettre si elle trouve que l’avons bien eomprins ou non. Qui sera l’endroict où prie
rons le Créateur, Monseigneur, donner à Vostre Altesse en parfaite santé heureuse et 
longue vie.

De Louvain, ce xxviu6 jour d’aoust Io78.
(Arch. du Royaume à Bruxelles.)

M M M M C X X I .

ff'alsingham au cotnle de Leicester (?).
(Louvain, 28 août 1578.)

Intrigues autour d’Elisabeth. — Eloge de don Juan. — Avantages que le duc d’Alençon 
retire aux Pays-Bas de ses démarches en Angleterre où Vénus semble dominer.

Your letter sent by Colborne I bave receyved, by the whieh I am ryght sorrye to see 
the undyrecte dealyng at home in causes thaï so muche lowche Her Majesly in savetye.
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I hope Gotl one daye wyll reveale lhes trcaehcrouse dealyngs thaï ilie awihors therof 
maye receyve ther dewe hyer. In ! lie mean lymo, j t  behovethe us to hâve an eye unto 
therdoinges, espelyally seing, besjdcs the publycke, ibey doe seake some advauntage 
ageynst Your Lordsbip and me. I hope, w lien they hâve don ther vvoorst, owre doinges 
wyll abyde lhe sonne shine and lhe forces of tlier nialyce lyght uppon ther ovvne headcs. 
Thergreat God tlie King of Spayne (for to him I (liinke they be more devoted then to 
owre sovereyne), whether yt prove warre or peace, wyll be able to doe no great harme. 
And yet Don Joan dolhe set a vcrry good cowntenaunce of tbe matter : whom I doe 
fynde for wyt, interteynement, speeche and personage as worthy a gentleman as ever I 
knewe. Yf Monsieur were furnished with lyke good partes, I suppose verely yt woold 
prove a matche; and yet woold I be lothe lo lave any great wager on tlie matter, ihowghe 
I perceyve that Venus bearethe greatest swaye in your clymat. But I feare that Saturne 
approching, being a wyntcr planet, wyll put Venus owt of cowntenaunce. In the meane 
tyme, the trcatye of this matter dothe not a lytlle advauntage Monsicurs proeeadynges 
in this contrye. Don Joan was verry jealowse of my jorney to Mounles, susspectyng 
that yt had tended to a partagynge of this contrye. By my contryemens reports and 
letters owt of Englande he hathe ben most hardely perswaded of me; but I bave so used 
the matter as I knowe he dothe nowe reteyne an indyffcrent opynyon of me betwene 
good and had, espelyally for that be fyndethe I inclyne not to the Frenche as he was 
borne in bande I dyd. Within thés two dayes wyll yt appeare whether we shall bave 
warre or peace. The plage is verry vehement in this lowne. Yf yt he my ha pipe to make 
an ende heere of a lothesome lyfe, good My Lord, let your frendeship you professe to 
beare me, descende to the compforle of my poorc wyfe and chyldren. And so I most 
humbly (ake my leave, comyllyng the state of things heere to this bearers reporte.

At Loveyne, the xxviulh of auguste 1S78.
(Briiish Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 42.)

MMMMCXXII.

JValsingham au comte de Sussex.
( L o u v a i n ,  28 a o û t  1878.)

Position difficile dans laquelle sc trouve don Juan.

My verry good Lord, This bcarer can shewe unto you in whal nccessylye Don Joan 
standethe, bothe in respect of tbe plage as also lacke of money to content the sowl-
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dyars, notwithstandyng the reporte geven owt of great sommes of money sent to Don 
Joan from the King. Yf necessytye doe not force him therto, I see no dysposytyon in 
him to yelde to a peace in yt harde sorte yt is propownded, but his necessytye appeare- 
the to be soehe as, yf passyon doe not transporte him, he most neades yelde : which 
I perceyve lie meaneth to prolonge to the last howre. The greatest dyffycultye wyll be 
lacke of money to contente and dyscharge the sovvldyars.

Because this bearer can thorrowghely informe Your Lordship of the slate of thinges 
heere, I leave to troble Your Lordship with forlher perlycolaryties, most humbly 
takyng my leave.

At Lovayn, the x x v i i i ,ü of auguste 1578. (Drit. Mus., Vespas., F. XII, n“ 139.)

MMMMCXXIII.
I V a ls in g h a m  à  lo r d  B u r le ig h .

(Louvain, 28 août 1378.)

Éloge de don Juan. — Les hostilités sont suspendues.

By your letter sent by Captain Colborne, which 1 receyved at my retorne to this 
towne, I fynde lliat Venus is presently ascendent in your climat. But, when I consyder 
the retrograd aspectes that the présent cause in hande is subject unto, I can hope 
after no great good. I praye God ther ensue no harm therof. I am of opynyon that 
they be perswaded thaï we mean no good faythe in the malter, and yet can be content 
to use yt to serve ther torne, to make us the more careles of ther proceadynges heere : 
which I feare is lyke to take no good effect (consydering owre uncerteyn dealynges for 
the preventyon of the same), unies we growe to a peaee, which restethe very dowbtefull 
in respect of the shortenes ofthe tyme, which Don Joan hathe greatly forslowen, con
sydering in what harde tearmes hestandelhe, as this bearer can thorrowghely infoorme 
Your Lordship. In the conférence belwen us, 1 myghteasely dyscearne a great conflyct 
in him sclfe betwene honor and necessetye. Sucrly I never sawe a gentelman for per- 
sonag, speech, wytt and interteynement comparable unto him. Yf pryde doe not over- 
throwghe him, he is lyke to prove a great personage. Most vylanowse and harde 
reportes bave ben gyven owt unto him ageynst me, as weli by owre rebells and fugy-
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lyves here as by Ietters owt of Englande. Notwithslandvng I fownde bis interteynement 
verry good owtwardely.

The States campe remaynethe quyet, and so (as I judge) meanethe to contynewe, 
untyll yt be seen to what yssue this treatye wy 11 growe unto.

Don Joans campe drawelhe towardes Na mure, being as evylly infected with the 
plage as this towne, or rather woorse.

And so, with my humble thankes for Your Lordships most frendely Ietters, I comyt 
Your Lordship to Gods protectyon.

At Lovayn, the xxviu'h of auguste 1578. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMCXX1V.

La reine d'Angleterre à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.
(Hengrave, 29 août 1878.)

Elle leur adresse deux reproches : le premier de ne pas avoir empêché le traité avec le duc d’Alen
çon; le second, de ne pas avoir fait modifier les conditions trop altières proposées par les Etats à 
don Juan. — Elle est disposée à faire un nouveau prêt aux États pourvu qu’ils lui remettent certains 
joyaux en gage et tiennent compte de ses remontrances.

Right trustie and welbeloved, \ve grete yow wel. W e hâve both sene ail your Ietters 
and writings sent unto us by this bearer our servant John Sommer, and also heard 
him at sondry times. And, althogh he hath in very many matters largely ans\vered,yet 
neither by your wrilinges, nor by his answeres are we satisfyed in two speciali matters 
of importance, which were from ye beginning direeted to yow to be trealed uppon.

The first was that yow sliold hâve treated with ye States to hâve knowen in what 
forces and nombers, and with what conditions they shold bave thoght meete to hâve 
received Monsieur d’Anjou to ayde them, having therein regard to their owne propre 
forces and to Casimirs, and you shold so hâve treated and conferred with them in those 
points as Monsieur d’Anjou shold not, by colour of aydinge them, atlempt to be their 
lord and master. In which matler we perceive not what yow hâve done, nor what hath 
passed betwext yow and ye States in that matter. Onely we see by certaine articles that 
lhey hâve assented to accept Monsieur, with ten thousand footemen and twoo thousand 
horse for (hrce moneths, with divers other conditions greatly to his advantage. But whe-
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tlier their yeldinge to him in sucli maner with so great forces may be dangerous for 
him to atteine to over great a ride, \ve find not (bat il liath bin debated by yow with ye 
States otherwyse then that the articles of their accord halh bin delivered unto yow, 
whereunto yow bave made exception in two or three articles, but therein nothing 
touebed for the greatnes of his nombers.

The second is thaï we see not that yow hâve treated with ye States uppon th’impar- 
linge to yow of those articles for their conditions for a peace, in what sort ye same 
might be qualilied or made more facile and probable to be admitted by Don Juan, or, 
at ye least, how or witli what reasons yow shold urge and persist uppon in your treatie 
with Don Juan. For, as in ail cases of great conlroversies and for réduction of extremi- 
tics to mcdiocrities, mediators, such as yow are to professe lo bc, doe and oght to use 
and devise raisons and arguments to moderate exlremities of demandes on either side, 
so we perceive not in what sort yow hâve treated with ye States lhereabout, nor what 
likelyhood there may be of peace by those articles wherein we see not any great alte
ration from ye first lieretofore propounded, nor that yow hâve moved them to any 
modération of sondrie extreme poincls in ye same. And, consideringe ye ende of (his 
so chargeable and dangerous a warre must be had etlier by treatie or by warre, and 
that of ye, wilhout any comparaison, treatie is ye best, we wold that yow shold labour 
therein what yow can possibly, so as neverthelesse we meane not but that wisdome so 
governe your actions as peace might be had indede, that might continue with suretie, 
or as nere as may be, with good probabililie, for asseurance of suretie, and not depende 
uppon wordes wilhout likelyhood of eflect ; for otherwyse it wold, we know, prove but 
an engendringe of a new warre. And, on ye other part, if this warre shalbe continucd, 
tliogh it be with intention to wake a peace, how uncerlaine that is, and uppon which 
side it will fall, onely God knowelh. And sure we are that, whylest warre shall con
tinue, elher a great part of ye burden thereof wilbe soglit still lo be layd uppon us, for 
so profe teacheth us how insuflîcient llieir owne contributions fall out, contrarie to that 
which many limes halh bin avoued shold be; or els, for defence of those contries by 
meanes of yeldinge lo Monsieur, ih’interest of those contries wil fall to ye Croune of 
France : which, as we bave writlcn lieretofore, rallier then it shold happen,we wold be 
sory to spare any charg raisonable, so as we might see good asseurance of a betler gou
vernement of ye affaires by ye States sclves, and how to stay ye dayly séparations and 
défections of principal persons for one malier or other, as namely of late is sene in ye 
matler of Champigny, and specially of de Heze and others of like qualitie.

And now that yow see ye matters of which we finde lacke of answere and what we 
wold hâve yow doc, yow shall hâve our answere to ye matters for which yow bave 
sent to us John Sommers, concerninge liaptist Spinola and Palavieino.

Althogh it is wel knowen how it was accordcd that ye first moneys that shold be
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laken uppe by ye warrant of crédit for one Imndred thousand pounde, shold bave bin 
first dclivered to our use, so as ye sommes of tweive thousnnd, one Imndred twentie 
one poundes, fourc shyllinges, and (lie somme office tbousand pou nd latelv borowed 
of Baptista Spinola uppon ye snid warrant of 100,000" oglit to bave bin rcserved in ve 
bandes of William Davison to our use, as ye said Davison by bis owne bill delivered to 
Spinola appcaretli he meant, and not to bave bin delivered directly to ye States, in sort 
as tlie same hath bin, contrarie to ye agrément made with us. And now (hereuppon,ye 
snid Baplist Spinola and Palavicino require our speciali bandes for payement, not onely
of ye said two severall sommes of 12m 12111 4S and 5,000", but also furlher so....
intended to bave bin borowed, yct we beinge earnestly solieited... beare herewilh at this 
time in respect of ye great neeessitic of ye States and lhe binderanee that might bave 
folowed, if they bad not received part of ye said sommes, and sbold not receive ye rest 
inter...., and (o yeld our bandes (o ye said Spinola and Palavicino for their satisfaction 
for ye said two severall sommes, and wilb so muebe more, as with those two sball 
make ye somme of 28,757" 1 18...., considcringe ye conlinuance of their great nécessi
tés, as it is alleaged and reporled to us both by your letlers and by Sommers that 
they bave to mainteine themselves in this time of ireatic to the furtheranee of a 
peace, we are pleased, uppon these respects and uppon certaine raisonable conditions 
next folowinge, to give our bandes for ye 28,757" H* 5d, payable at certaine times 
required.

First, we wold bave some better asseurance for repayment tb_tben hilherto batli
bin given for other sommes : that is, besides ye letter bandes in writinge, as hath bin 
for other former sommes delivered ... redy money to ye use of ye States, to bave also as 
a gage some plate and jewels, as yow our Ambassadours sball raisonably esteeme to be 
wortb ye said sommes, which we wold bave yow doe your best to obtain as a matter 
very raisonable, considcringe how by their owne agreement this money shold bave bin 
payed to us in satisfaction of a portion of their former debl, and not delivered to them, 
and wilhout sueb.... our ineaninge is not to deliver our bandes.

Sccondly, considcringe that we bave bin by ye States pitifull request in favour and 
for ye just defence of their liberties against ye oppression of ye Spaniard contented to 
lcnde them, as yow know, at sondry times, great sommes of money, and now bave
relent.... a furlher somme, and, understandinge that they are in communing for a pence
with Don Juan, which we desire most heartely to succede, and that ye conlinuance of 
ye warre, in sort as it is sene, cannot..,. but to ye ruine and désolation of their contrie, 
many man ... of wayes, and in ye treatie of peaee, we thinke that ye lacke tb.... must 
nedes insue uppon ye unreasonable conditions propoundcd ctber by Don Juan or
them or botb : we for that purpose wold bave the States to give good asseurance to
yow our Ambassadours in writing thaï they sball not persist in any unreasonable con-
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tlEtions, such as shalbe unhonorable and unjust lo be dcmanded by subjectes front a 
Kinge, but shalbe contentrd to be advised by us or by our Ambassadours or ministers 
in ariy tliinge, wbicb they shall make apparant to ye said States to be unjust or unrea- 
sonable to be dcmanded by theni, so as tlicre may be no apparant défailli to be found 
duely and justely to charge ye said States wiib obstinacie in tlicir unraisonable demandes.

Thirdly, \ve wolcl bave ye States also give like good asseurance lhat, in case that a 
peace cannot be obteined in défait of Don Juans refusai of raisonable conditions, tlien 
ye States shall not yet admitt the Duke of Anjou to bave any such authoritie and supc- 
rioritie by bis foi ces and by possession of je  strength of ye contrie, as whereby be 
shall, uppon colour of aydinge of ibem, acquire any interest lo be tbeir lord, lo ye 
annexinge tbereof to ye Croune of France and to ye disherison of ye King of Spaine. 
And, for that purpose, they shall, from time (o lime, admit ye ad\isc of us or of our 
Ambassadours and ministers, for ye maner and ye conditions of bis authoritie to be 
used in ye Low-Conlries. And, uppon thèse conditions mode asseured to yow our 
Ambassadours by ye States, as before is said, we are contcnted tbe bandes required 
shalbe delivered, and not otherwysc : wbicb for ye more expédition shalbe here made 
redy and sent thither as sone as may be possible unto yow, to be delivered to ye Mar
chants uppon asseurance first given to yow of ye prémisses.

And, althogh it be bard to informe yow w liat poincts of ye conditions offred by ye 
States may be by yow lo be misliked, consideringe we bave not heard whal halh bin by 
yow thcrcuppon with lhem treated or debated al any time uppon ye particularities the- 
reof, nor what they bave auswered, yet, uppon perusinge of ye articles eonccrninge yc 
sanie matters, il appearcth to us that sonie of them shall seine to ye siglu of ye world 
very bard for any subjects to require at a Kings bandes, beinge tbeir soveraigne lord, 
howsoever argument may be made that ye former evil actions of ye King by bis miuis- 
ters bave given them cause to demande ye like.

First, it semethan bard demand by ye general wordcsofye tbird article, wberein it 
is required that Don Juan shold départ with ail bis forces and adhérents, that thereby 
ye noblemcn and gentlemen and pcople of je  contrics, wbicb are natif subjects of ye 
Low-Contries, shold be urgeel to forsake tbeir natif contries or lheir dwellinge places 
and inherilance, in so muebe that we cannot thinke that ye States wil persist therein, 
tbogb ye woriles of je article do import it, but wilbe contented so to order (be matter 
that as many of je  said natifs as wil assent to be United lo je States of ye contries as 
good patriots, shalbe admitted to tbeir inherilance, and some such of them as are not 
translatée! in to spanishe natures, lo be toleraled to romaine in some meane chai gos, 
wbicb may be such as whereby they shall not be able lo move any new civil troubles, 
but may be partakers with je  States, for maintenance of je  libei lies of je  contrie, as 
good patriots.
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It is also as liard in ye 12 article llial, in case ye Arclieduke Matthias sliall leave ye 

roume whieh lie liaih, llial tlien ye King sliall appoint no govertior but witli ye consent 
of ye States. For so ye superioritie ofye King sliall seme wboly abrogated, and lie made 
of no more power tlien ctlier a duke in Venise or a burglimaster or escbevin in some 
mcane cilié. But, beeause il may seme somcwbat raisonable llial uppon yegreat incon- 
veniences scne thaï folowed uppon ye former appoinlingc of strangers, and spccially of 
sucli as sogbt (hoir owne greatnes to bc ye gouverners of lliose Low-Contries, that 
bercafter and now most spccially tbere miglit bc cliosen pcrsons devoled lo ye lo\e of 
ye subjccls appointed to bave ye govcrnement for ye King, il miglit be liicrefore 
allowcd llial tlie King sbold at tliis présent agréé to permiti ye Arclieduk Matthias to 
romain, beinge of bis bouse and blood so nere as lie is, by ye Kings commission, and,
uppon bis dcparlure front ye oflice, to appoint on.......ye said Arcbedukcs bretbren, or
some ollior sucli person of lionor given to peaee and quietnes, tliat sbold be of ye Ilouse 
of Austria or Burgundie.

Item, il may bc also remembred that, in no part of ye articles propoundcd, tbere is 
any spécial article conleiningc any forme or ntanner of oflTer to ntake asseuranee to ye 
King of their continunnce of obédience to liint and of perfourmance of sucli thinges as
slialbe..... (lient accorded. Whcrcof, althogb it is certaine thaï Don Juan wil .....ans-
were to llieir requesls and offers makc mention, yct it liad bin very convenient, for satis
faction of ye world, tliat it bad bin offred by tlient in some sort. And it semetli not 
unmeete, considcringe that tliis treatie for peace is negocialed at tliis tinte by ye 
Empereur, ye Fre[nch] King and by you as our Ambassadours, tliat it miglit be 
dexised that we, being ye tliree princes principal of christcndonie, sbold be asseu-
r e r s ....... manipre nors for ye States, witli firme promises to ye King of Spain to sce
(liai tliey sbold willingly and sincerely perfourme ail tbinges on tlicir part, or cls we y e 
tliree princes sbold jointcly accord (o compelle lheni, so as ye King wold in Iike maner
observe yc tbinges to bc .... ded uppon bis part. And, to th’intenl llial we tliree miglit
be ye more bold to yeld our promises to yc King of Sp[ain] for ye States, it may seent 
raisonable tliat yc States shall deliver, unto every of us tliree, two good and sufficient 
liosiagcs for twelvc or eighl monellis, as gages and surctics for performance of ye arti
cles of accord. And, for satisfaction of ye States, il may seme raisonable also yl we tliree 
sbold prom[isc] lo llicm our assistance for tlicir dcfencc in ail cases, doinge tlicir duc- 
tics in yc perfourmance of ye accoid. As for ye article of religion,wliercuppon we feare 
wil rest yc grealcsl difficultie, not onely betwixl Don Juan and ye States, but amonge 
ye States tbemselves, beinge dayly (as we sec) inclinée! to disco.... amonge tliemsclvcs, 
allliogb t lie articles conteine a raisonable provision in rcmillinge yc détermination llie- 
reof to ye general assembly of ail tlie States, yet it were necessarie in yl mcane time 
and prcscntly to forbeare ail exlernal publicq exercise of ye Hcfornicd Religion oui of
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Holland and Zeland, and also ail secret eonvcnticles of great nombers f[or] exercise the-
reof, whercwith ye prcachers wold be trealcd wilhall, and ether........ ced tbcrcto by
good perswasions to forbeare, or els for je  lime wold be compelled to silence, or lo be 
remilted in lo Holland and Zeiand umil a better oportunilie.

Finally, for ye perfourmanee of tbis malter of je licatie for peace, yow sliall lhere 
consider of je  poinctcs yt be or shalbc propounded by ye States or demanded by Don 
Juan, and wherein yow sball finde any stay (o binder ye pcace, yow shall so earnestly 
deale with je  States in our name, as in no part tliere be any delay or stay made by 
tbem, otberwyse lhen may apparently seine to yow lo be grounded uppon the mainte
nance of tbem in tbeir awneient and just libenies svitb tbeir dewe obédience. To winch 
twoe respectes we wold bave yow (as we know yow wil) applie your advises and inde- 
vors to ye uttermost, assuringe tbem yt otberwyse tliey may not lokc for any further 
l'avour at our bandes.

Given under our signet, at ye manor of Hcngrave, ye 29 of augusl 1578, in ye 
20'11 yere of our reigne.

(Dritish M uséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 155; Harley, 4945, n° 55.)

MMMMCXXV.
Le comte de Leicesler à Walsingham.

(29 AOUT 1578. )

Nouvelle hésitation de la reine qui ajoute foi aux protestations du duc d’Alençon.

1 am right sorrey that i\lr Sommers retorneth withowt lhat good salysfactyon which 
I am sewer you looked for, but sueb ys lier Majesties rcsolutyon presently. For my 
noue parte, I can not be perswaded that yt wyll torne to hir proflytt or good servyce. 
And I bave delt to augment this dyspacb (o the more agréable consultation of former 
councelles as much as might 1 je  in my smale power to advaunce, God ys my judge, for 
none other worldly respect lhan fyrstand princypallye for themere and only preserva- 
tyon of hir self and bir Estate, and even so faytbfully and effectually bave 1 delt as I 
erave forgiveues of my sinnes at tbe bandes of Almigbty God. But bit seines Hir 
Majestie ys resolved and halh dysgested ail councelles to this determynation sent by 
ibis beror, wbicb I fear wylbe a lamentable rcsolutyon in tbe end, both to bir and bir
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pore reaime. And lhe rather, for lhat, in iliis cold dealing toward the States, she doth 
also not seine lo procede any whilt to the satysfying of Monsicurs expectation in the 
mattcr of mariage, by whieh yet, though she had slaked somwhat of hir dealing with 
the States, yet thaï way, yf she had so byn mynded, might she bave steyd hir owen 
Estate in som better termes. God only now must défend Hir Majeslie, whome I bescch 
from my soûle he may, both hir and us ali. For I take tliis wylbe receaved as hir last 
answere by the States, and lykewysc by Monsieur, and whal good can follow, I lyttle 
looke for anye. Hyt were nedeles to dyscource at large to you what dealinges hear halh 
byn on ail sydes to further this good cause, by cause ther followeth so smale frute 
therof. This doe I most certenly fynde that nccessyty only beareth greatest sway on 
our argumentes, which ys a heavye cace, as partly may appere by the letter lhat was 
sent post, post hast, away lo you from Bury, wrytten with My Lord Tresorer’s hand, 
whan, uppon sonie hard from you of the lykeiyhood of the Frenches prevayling to 
greatly in those partes, Hir Majestie was content lo spend any thing rather than that 
shuld take place. Now, uppon other dealinges more ealmely that way, as thorow the 
ernest semblaunce of Monsieurs whole dvreclyon under Ilir Majestycs favour and none 
otherwyse, she ys better perswaded of hir abylyly to dyrect ail those causes wilhout 
such chardge as we ley dowen for hir, and so resleth in assured hope that Monsieur 
wyII doe nolhing without hir lyking ther, though she assure him of no further hope of 
his sewt here than she hath donne heretofore. Wherefore 1 can now gyve no advyce, 
nor say any more than fyrst referr our help to God, next your dyrection to this beror 
and Hir Majestie’s letters; and so comende you to the Lord, and wyshe you as well as 
my self.

In hast, this 29 of august.
I must lett you know that Hir Majestie doth much myslykc that you hâve not delt 

with Monsieurs comyssioners more dyrectly to abate bis nombers to be admylted, and 
lykwyse to bave advysed the States not lo allow of so grcat a force of Frenchmen as 
xm footemen and 5,000 horsemen; but the fyrst she most takes acception agenst you, 
for that Monsieur semes that he was alway wylling to abyd Hir Majesties dyrectyon, 
aswell for nombers of his men as for proceding in the enlerpryec ther. You must hâve 
some care lo salve this malter to hir.

You caryed a companion over with ycu, that hath playcl the right Jack senee he 
retorned : Cha. Arum Whan 1 (irst hard of hisgoing, I told som of my frendes to what 
end he wold goe.

I wold you could make a peace, or elles hasten your coming away : hit ys neces- 
sary, etc. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)
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MMMMCXXVL

Le comte de Sussex d U alsingham.
(Barnsey, 29 AOUT 1378.)

Il a engagé la reine à faire un nouveau prêt aux Etats. — Considérations sur son mariage.

Good Mr Sccretary, Mr Somers arryved at Norwyclie witli your letters the nyght 
befor lier Majesties remove, which was also the nyght before my comyng from tliens, 
and the daye before Ramboyllyelt had audyence from the Frenche King. The same 
daye that I came awaye, it plesed the Queen’s Majeste to rede to me aparté your pry- 
vate letter to lier of your negotyatyon witli Monsieur, and at that tyme I thynk nobody 
els had sene it. Upon the redyng of il, it plesed lier Majeste to aske my opynyon as 
well of those letters as of my Lord Cobhams and yours to the Councell : which shorlely 
was that Her Majeste should in eny wyse consent to the xxviij™ liv., wlierof parte was 
delyvered and the reste to be delyvered by Spynola. My reason was that in tliis tyme 
of the (reaty of peace and of the dowtfulnes what the States siioulde conclude with you 
and the French, yf the warres contynewed, it was more tlien neccssary that she showld 
releve tliem, to kepe lhem from meny evelles, which I déclarai to her and nede not to 
be wrytten to you, for that you be wher you see them and knowe them beste ; and I 
left her in good lykyng therwith.

For the matter of the maryage, I lefte it to her owcn harte to make choyse of her 
husband and her plesuer, but shewed her the bcnyfytcs that myght grow by this 
maryage at this tyme, and the perrellcs that would follow, yf she maryed not ait ail; 
and so left to God to put in her hart that showlde be hest.

Sens my eumyng to London, Monsieur de Quyssye, in his passing to the Corte, 
came to me heyie, and made full dcelaratyon to me of his hole negotyatyon, with grele 
assurance thaï Monsieur did deale syncorly, and uttred in effeet the same matter which 
was conteyned in your letter to Hcr Majeste, ever mynglyng in bis speches that Mon
sieur looked lier Majestie woulde also deale playnly and syncerly with him, and rallier 
further tlian liinder bis gretenes, alwayes, accordyng to thaï which bis grete affeelyon 
to Her Majeste did deserve; and, gcvyng me by coverte speches to gatlier that Mon
sieur looked ellier to be grele by Her Majeste or by the Lowe-Cunlryes, and that it 
were a dyshonor and a pcrrellc to him to retorne home wilhowle the on of these, in 
worsse case than lie came fortlie : wlierin 1 conceyved no more of bis speche tlian in
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reason I had seene long before. Wliat itshall plesc [fer Majesté to do, is in the bandes 
of God ; but trcwly, Mr Secretary, for my owen parte, I do not see eny manyfest suerty 
to Her Majeste but ether by this marryage or by a good peace or by takyng of the 
States to her defence, wherby slie muste make lier self the bede of tbe warre. Wliat 
lyklyhod (lier is of peace, you thaï be présent, eau beller judge tben tbey that be absent; 
but, as it semethe to me, tbe dyffydence is so greie on botbc sydes, and the demandes 
of tbe States so farre owt of reason, as the termes of peace be [o]ver hard '.F o r the Queen 
to be the liead of tbe warre is more, 1 fere, than slie can go ihorough with ail or tbe 
reaime wyll maynteyne; and therfor, yf God would so put into her harte, marryage is 
the surest, for lherby she maye gyve law to her self and ail her neyghbers, and avoyde 
ail perrelles at home and abrode, and knylt her self in amyte with bothe Kinges, and 
kepe them botli in lher awne boundes.

Her Majeste hathe styll some hope lefte that she and Monsieur myghl so joyne by 
lymytalyon with the States as the berden to ether showld be over grete; but, when I 
look into the bottom of it, I bave no hope lherof. The reasons molyve be to long to 
wryte, and yourself hath alwayes sene them. In regno multa est societas. That the King 
and Queen molher wyll ether hynder Monsieur’s enterpryse in tliis, yf the States wyll 
reeeyve him, or, yf the States refuse him, wyll hynder him in the aydyng of Don John, 
1 do not bele\e; for in my awne opynyon lher is no ihing that Monsieur can take in 
hande abrode to delyver him and ail mareyall aelyons owt of France, but the King and 
his molher wyll further it ail they can, to avoyd fyer at home.

Sir, my wyf and I go this daye towardes Bathe, wher God send her that comforte she 
hopeth for. 1 came but late from the Corte : my busyncs here is grete, and my helth not 
good, by reason of a flyxe I look by the wave. Therfor 1 besech you to bere with me 
in wrytyng thus abruptly, for I had rather offend in that then in not wrytyng to you 
that 1 conceyve my self in every thing. And so, for this tyme, I take my leave, and com- 
mytt you to God.

From Barnsey, the xxix of auguste 1578.
Yf it plese you to send to me at eny tyme, and your letters delyvered at Barnsey, they 

shalbe salfly brought to me. (Record office, Pap. o f Hollatid, vol. o.)
1 Dès le 28 juillet 1B78, l’ambassadeur vénitien en France Lippomano écrivait que la paix ne 

pourrait être conclue aux Pays-Bas à moins que le roi d’Espagne ne reconnût aux populations 
insurgées leur complète indépendance.

En ce moment, le bruit était répandu à Paris que lord Cobham et Walsingham, après avoir vu 
échouer leur mission pacifique près de don Juan, se rendraient à Paris, probablement pour exhorter 
Henri III et Catherine de SIédicis à ne pas soutenir les projets ambitieux du duc d’Alençon.
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MMMMCXXVIl.

Lord Burleigh à / /  alsingham.
(Hengrave, 29 août 1578.)

Tristes incertitudes de la situation.

Sir, 1 can but wisli >ou paciencc, for I ltnow thaï tlie tentation of this lyme in service 
is great, to serve so well as I am assurer! you doo, and to fynd so small fruités by good 
answers from hence ; but, seing we here can gett none, tbough we endevor our selves 
to our uttermost, you mustperforce beare with that we doo, tliat is : to beltold miseryes 
coming and to be denyed of remedyes. This beror can plentefully report what we do, 
wiiat we do not and what we can not doo.

This mariadg matter occupyelh lieades here, so as the same is the more hardly 
digested, because it is both ernestly followed and redely bard. The will of God be ful- 
ftlled ; and so, remittyng manny tliynges to tins beror, I spare from wrytyng.

From the Court, at Hengrave, 29 august 1S78.
(Record office, Paper s o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMCXXVIII.

Le docteur Wilson à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.
(Hengrave, 29 août 1578.)

Même objet.

1 am sorie )ow are to receave no lcltcr answer at this présent, but yow must bee 
contented, and make of necessilic a vertue, and saye witli your selfes that this worlde 
is not governed by wysedome and policie, but by a secrete purpose or rather fatal des- 
lenye unknowen to those that are most esteemed in this âge. This resolution wyl not 
bee altered, beeinge First deviser! upon a symple commandement, withoul debating to 
the contrarie, and synse beeinge sette down in writinge, as yow see : moche hath been
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snyde agaynst it, but no speacbe or perswasion wyl prcvayle. Tins bearer can tel yow 
more tban I am disposée! lo Write, unto whome yow maye fui wel geave large crédité. 
For, whereas yow are charged in the letter not to bave delt with the States, for Mon
sieur lo bave a lesse nomber, nor yet for tbe articles betwixte Don Jhon and tbem to 
bec modcraled, lie liatli constantly aflîrmed tbe same to tbe contrarie, of bis own know- 
lege. And, whereas it was sayde yow did not expresse tbe same in your lellers, answer 
was made thaï (bis messenger was to advertise Her Majestie of al tbynges, tbe lellers 
selles referrynge tbe reaportc of lliese matters lo Mr Somers own speacbe. God grawnte 
yow maye procure a peace, for olhcrwyse yow sec bow unfytte wee are to maynteyne 
warre or ayde tbem tliat are in extremitie and in danger of tbeir enemics.

For tbis matrimonial conférence, 1 knowe not wbat to write : lel Mr Somers saye bis 
knowlege unto yow. Yf neylher Monsieur sbal bce ours, nor tbe States our fryndes, 
unto wbome sbal wee goe? To our knowen enemies and to tbose that are sworne 
agaynst us for our profession in God’s trewtbe. Tben the Ïambe shalbee committed to 
tbe wolfe, and wbat wyl folowe afterwardes but utter ruyne and destruction lo tbis 
lande?

The bondes are made for tbe Queenes Majestie to signe : God grawnte, after tbe 
signynge, yow maye reecave belter lelters.

Becawse of tbis bearer I neede not to make any particulare reaporie, as I hâve for- 
borne hcrctofore becawse of bis sufficiencie to reaporte, and so fare yow wel.

Frome tbe Cowrtc, al Hengrave, tbis 29 of august.
{Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. S.)

MMMiVICXXIX.
Le docteur JL tison à JVilliam Davison.

( Hengrave, 29 a o û t  -1378.) 

fllêiue objet.

I bave sliewed your discourse of peace or warre, by tbe whiehe it is barde to judge 
wbat wylbee tbe endc. in lhe meane season, wee are verie lotb to yeelde to tbe bondes, 
but upon eertayne conditions, \\ biebe yow sbal understandc by Mr Somers, as also by 
tbe lelters signed with Hcr jMajcstics bande. INolbjng is fytle for us but peace, wbiebe 
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God grawnte maye bec hncl, or clse our case wyl bec barde hercafter, when wc are so 
evil disposed lo prevent myschief. Yf Monsieur bave no good and sownde meanynge 
towardcs Ënglande, lie deceavctb llie trust whichc is conceyved oCbyni, and breaketh 
piomyse not onely to our Larme, but perbappes to tiic utter ruyne ofthe whole Lowe- 
Cowntrie. But that v  hic lie shalbec, of neccssitie nuist appcare veric shortelie, seeinge 
(lie States forces are al now United togellier. And tlierfore tlicre is no tyme now to 
bee losl, but either an assured peace must presentlie bec Lad or a just warre forthe- 
vvitb to be taken in bande. God for bis mercic defende liis Cburcbe and comelorte 
tbe afflicted! Upon your next advertisementes wee shal pcreeave to whatende tbyngcs 
wyl bonde.

TL us fare yow wel most bartelie.
Frome tbe Cowrte, at Hengrave, Sir Thomas Kylsons bowse, tliis 29 of august 1578.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. o.)

MMiMMCXXX.

F. Tremayne à Walsingham.
(Saint-Edmunds-ISdry, 29 août 1578.)

Impressions plus favorables de la reine d’Angleterre.

Aller my most humble ductie remembred, I do imparte to Mr Milles from tyme to 
tyme what I think metefor you. And I bave liberaliie also talked with iliis bearer, from 
wiiom I nede not to seale any sécrétés ; and y et, tbougli leasure be never so séant unto 
me in tbis tyme of progresse, wherc we consume balfe llie daie in riding to and from 
tbe Courte, and tbe test not much botter in places not apt to Write in, I maie not Ict 
xMr Somers go without some fewe wordes to Your Honour. I am never much called of 
tbe genl[leman] you appointed me unto, but, where I offre miselfe, I can not dénié but 
] am familierlie used. Uppon tbe receipt of Your Ilonours letters sent to me by 
Mr Somers, 1 toke occasion to tell him tliat be had gotten me many tbankes : « Naie, 
» saietb be, you bave gotten me manie tbankes, and 1 tbankyou bartelie for it. » — « I 
» bave good will, quolh I, to do my best lo joyne you togilbers in perdue friendsbippe, 
» as a matter in my conscience \erie mete for you botli, in tbe service of Hir Majestie; 
» but any thinge ibat I can Write, is bile worthie tbankes, if il proceadc not from you. »
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Aftre this courtlie dialogue, 1 was so bolde to ask him how Hir Majestie was contented 
now with your advcrlicementcs. He answered me : « iNow, verie well, and with nothinge 
» more lhen the latire parte : that part, I tell you, is mervelouslie well liked of. » — 
« 1 praie God it maie be well, » quoth I, supposii g it to be the maître of the mar- 
riage, but be tolde me not so, net lier was J so bold to aske him. But I asked bis opi
nion how Hir Majestie was moved to dcale in tb’enterprise of the States. « Bv my 
x troulh, saieth be, she is evcr lotli to laie out money; » and added that she was 
affraied lest hir money lent to the States woulde be the verie occasion to bringe in the 
French. « If she lend liiem not money, quoth I, or otherwise helpe them, no doubt they 
» must leanc to the Frcnch. And Hir Majeslies failing of tbem liad alredy drawen the 
» French further upon tbem then otherwise they sliould. » Hc uttered at good length 
what daungerouse conditions the States had concluded with the French, and that wilh- 
oul Hir Majestie; and on the other side declared upon what proude pointes of peace 
they stode upon with Don Juan. I answered that it slode thenr upon to provide for 
their surete; and, the maître of religion put aparté, the conditions were but sueh as the 
King and bis predecessors were sworne to observe, and the French King Iiath been 
driven to make peace with his subjectes, with much barder conditions then lhese. I 
founde him, in my opinion, so untowerdes to the liking of the dealinges of the States, 
as I much feared least bis advice in lhese cases shoulde much hindre their cause. But 
I think Mr Somers will tell you the contrarie, who harde him, amonge others, deale as 
soundelie and as earnesllie to the purpose as any man.

Your Honour is much beholdinge to Mr John Manners, who, besides often commen
datioris unto you, is as good an instrument as he can to make your doinges to be well 
thought of; and you know his meanes, the which in this tyme, I assure me, h a t h stand 
you in good sleade. And, albeit that ihinges go not so well as is to be desired, yet had 
they goon much worse, if h is friendes had been absent. He tolde me, as a mattre which 
he wisshed you to knowe, that it was loked for that in your adverticementes you 
shoulde deale more particulerlie, spcciallie in yelding the reasons of th’one parte and 
the other, touching their articles, as what doth move th’one parte to demaunde, and 
th’other to graunte or dénié. The fîndinge of this faulte is likelie to rise of the finesse 
of some, w ho think themselfes good counseilours, wlien they can saie of other mens 
doinges : « This mought bave been said, and this moughl bave been doon, » when, if 
they had the négociation in hand, [they] woulde not bave done so much as was done.

I woulde not think it amisse that to your friend to whom you committed me, you 
shoulde write verie particulerlie : lie shoulde therbie not onlie be removed from some 
errour, which he fallet h into for lackof knowledge, but be tiie better instrucled to give 
liis advice, when it falleth in debatinge. And ail that I write in tliis letter, is without any 
direction from him, and yet, in my mynde, mete to be knowen to Your Honour.
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Before I woulde close upp my lclter, I ihoughi I woulde knowe of your friende 

whither of himself or by me lie woulde bave any thinge said to you. And speaking 
with him, as it were to give him to wite of Mr Somers goinge, he said to me lhat he 
likcd nothinge of bis dispatche. And asking whither I shoulde saie any thing to you in 
bis behalfe, as mattre that I knewe woulde be most gralefull to you, he said lhat I 
mought boldelie wrile that Her Majestie was nowe verie well satisfied by your dea- 
linges, and, though it toke not such successe as you desired, yct she imputcd the defecte 
rather to the weaknes and the instabilitie of those people then any defaulte in your 
negotiation.

Marie, the discourse lhat Your Honour wrote of your owtn liand, was so mueh to 
hir good likinge, and so gratefullie welcome as nothing coulde be bettre. She shewcd 
it unto him, and he toke therof briefe notes, the which it pleased him to imparte to me, 
so as nowe also I can saie (if my judgement be any thing) that Her Majestie had just 
cause to like it. And I am of opinion that that mattre coulde not be bettre answered, 
nor bettre reported in your state of ministrie thaï you hâve in hand.

Of this lattre parte you maie take notice, as mattre appointed by him to be signifîcd 
unto you. And what you shall Write of the former, you must do it, as carried by somc 
mattre that leadeth you. And so stealing tyme as I can gete it by fûtes, Your Honour 
must beare with it as it is, as from one that wissheth you as well as your harte desi- 
reth.

From the Courte, at Mr Kitsons house in Suffolk, besides Sl-Edmondes Burie, the 
xxix'h of august 1378. (Record office, Pop. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMCXXXI.

Les ambassadeurs anglais aux États-généraux.
(Louvain, 30 août 4878.)

Sur la négociation avec don Juan.

Messieurs, Le temps de noslre séjour et celluy de vos députés en ceste ville de 
Louvain vous pourra sembler bien long, et ce de tant plus que n’avons riens effectué 
de ce dont nous nous sommes icy transportés, et peult estre que quelqucs-ungs impu
teront le retardissement d’ung si bon et sainet affaire à la faulte de ceulx qui n’ont faict
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leur debvoir en esmevant les députés de Don Jehan d’en avoir soing à la charge à eulx 
commise et à l’expédition de ladicte négociation : en quel endroiet ny vos députés, ne 
nous avons faict i'aulte, les ayans souvent interpellés à mesme fin comme la chose que 
désirons advancher surtout, mais eulx au contraire n’ont cessé de s’en servir de toutes 
procrastinations et dilaix, ausquels avons jœudy dernier baillé les articles pour en avoir 
leur responce en forme d’appostille, ce qu’ils nous promisrent pour l’après-disner du 
mesme jour ou pour le plus tard à huyct heures du matin du lendemain. N’ayans tou- 
tesfois encores accomply leurdicte promesse, nous laissants sy peu satisfaicts comme dès 
le premier jour de nostre arrivée, que cest qu’en pouvons penser, laissons à vostre juge
ment, [avons] volu néantmoings vous faire part de ce qu’est passé, afin que nous ayez 
pour excusés, sy les affaires ne prennent sy bon train comme vous désirez bien et seroit à 
nostre souhait : que sera l’endroict où, après avoir très-affeclueusemcnt baisé les mains 
de vos bonnes grâces, prierons Dieu, Messieurs, vous tenir en sa saincte et digne 
guarde.

De Louvain, ce xxxc d’aoust 1578.
[Arch. de lu Haye, Acta Statuum Belgii, t. III, n° 71.)

MMMMCXXXII.

L e s  E ta t s - g é n é r a u x  a u x  a m b a s s a d e u r s  a n g la is .
(A n v e r s , 30 a o û t  -1578.)

Ils les remercient de leur bienveillante intervention dans les négociations avec don Juan.
(Recueil de la Chambre des représentants à Bruxelles, détruit dans un incendie.)

MMMMCXXXI1I.

W a ls in g h a m  à  W i l l i a m  D a v is o n .
i (Louvain, 30 août -1878.)

La réponse de don Juan n’est point arrivée.
Sir, On thursdaie last, the States depulyes had conférence wilh Don Johns, and dely- 

vered unto them the articles of peace propounded by the States, wherunto lhey pro-
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mised lo get Lis aunswer and bringe yt hetlier unto lhem, ether tbe same night or the 
next daie following by eight of lhe dock in the morning at lhe furthest : which nol- 
witbstanding being not yel pcrfonrmid, we knowe not well what lo thincke of yt, espe- 
cially for tliat the tyme limiled for the treatie expireili to morowe, so lhat the States 
said deputics bave no furlher authoritie to deale with Don Joints. We meane to tary 
heare yet to morow ail daye, to see what yssue the matter will bave, and, on mondaie, 
God willing, to départe.

And so 1 commit you to God.
Front Lovain, the xxxlh of august 1578. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 5.)

MMMMCXXX1V.

J a c q u e s  d e  C o n in ck  a u  C o n s is to ir e  d e  l ’E g l i s e  f la m a n d e  à L o n d re s . (Extrait.)

(G a n d , 30 a o û t  1378.)

Progrès de la Réforme à Gand et autour de Gand. — Le papisme a été à peu près exterminé, soit 
régulièrement par les magistrats, soit par l’audace du peuple qu’excite l’exemple des Gantois. — 
Excès commis par ceux qui ne professent aucune religion.— On manque de ministres.

\v  y en twyffden niet of ghy hebt wel verstaen den grooten voortganck des Evan- 
gelii al hier in Ylaenderen, sonderlynghe onder ’t Ghentsch, daer het pausdom meest 
al uutgeroot is, eensdeels door des Magistraet met ordere, eensdeels door stouticheit 
des voix die ’t exempel van Ghendt hebben willen navolgen. Hoewel dat by ons oick 
vele geschiet is dat niet wel verandwordelick en is, doch ’t is meest uutgerecht door 
die van geene religie en weten. In  summa Babylon en is zonder een Babel der confusie 
niet wel te vernietene geweest... So can U lieden wel beseffen wat roepende noot daer 
is van lterders. De ghemeinten bangen ons an den bals om hulpe, en connen se niet 
vertrooslen. Wy moeten sondagb (als het wel noodich ware meer kercken te bruyeken 
dan te vooren) eene kercke toesluyten.

(Hessels, Archives de l’Église flamande à Londres, t. II, p. 026.)
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MMMMCXXXV.

Lord B u r le ig h  à  W a ls in q h a m .

(31 AOUT 1578.)

Démarches du Conseil près de la reine d’Angleterre.

Sir, Sence Mr Sommers went, lhe Queen’s Majesty hath signet! the bondes for Spi - 
nola, being vj in nombre, and they ar gon to the great seale : the other vj for Pallavi- 
cino ar not yet signed, but she promiselli to sign them to morrow, which Pailavicino 
requireth to he stayed here, untill \ve shall bere from you. We bave attempted a new 
to  mak your conditions more arbitrable by you there; but, though Hyr Majesty sbe- 
weth no reasons to move hir to persist in bir formar direction, but only (hat so site 
sayth slie will bave it, and lhat hir plesur cometh uppon manny evill conceptes secreily 
put into hir of lhat State there, by such as went over wilh you and ar retorned, lhat do 
styng ail profession of good relligion, yet I thynk as soone as she shall here from you 
that the States can not or will not accept the conditions, she will lie brought to qual- 
lefye the same.

We of hir Counsell ar forced gretlv to offend hir in these and Scotland matters, 
which do kepe a tollerable course more by our partieular fayre overtures than by 
good matter, which without Hir Majestyes royall assent we can not delyver to them; 
and so I feare they will espy our w'eaknes, and, for mistrust, will tak some betler anclior 
hold. God be mercifull to us and direct Hir Majestyes hart to embrass thynges best for 
hir self *.

From the Court, at Mr Ryvelles, ultimo august 1378.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. S.)

1 La mission que Henri III avait confiée à Rambouillet, avait exercé une considérable influence 
sur l’esprit d’Elisabeth. Non-seulement Rambouillet avait exposé en termes éloquents combien une 
alliance intime de la France et de l’Angleterre, cimentée par un mariage, rendrait prépondérante 
leur puissance en Europe ; mais il avait été aussi chargé de faire connaître que Henri III était contraire 
à l’expédition de son frère dans les Pays-Ras et qu’il n’ignorait pas combien il était « dangereux et de 
» mauvais exemple de favoriser telles entreprises ». (Mèm. de Castelnau, preuves, p. S86.)
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MMMMCXXXVI.
A v i s  d e s  P a y s - B a s .

( Septembre 1578.)

Principaux événements du mois de septembre.

xix' septembre. On brise les images à Gandt; on enchâsse les moines; on interdict 
la messe et toutes ses dépendcnces; les églises sont fermées. Le mesmese faict par tout 
le quartier de Gandt.

xx°. On faiet le mesme à Ypre et on enchâsse les preslres.
xxviu®. On publie en Anvers le Duc d'Alençon protecteur de la liberté belgique 

contre la tyrannie espagnolle et leurs adhérens.
xxxi0. Paix faillie avecq Don Jehan.
xxe. Le Bailly d’Ypre Utenhove, avec Wynlersehode, entrent en Fûmes par appointe- 

menl, pensans y entrer par surprinse, laquelle fut discouverte à la conservation de la 
ville et honneur du capitaine.

La ville de Nivelle rendue par appointement aux Estais.
(Brit. Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n” 74.)

MMMMCXXXV11.
D o n  J u a n  a u x  a m b a s s a d e u r s  a n g la is .

(Au CAMP, P1ÎÈS DE JAUCIIE, drr SEPTEMBRE -1378.)

Il approuve ie résumé diessé par leurs soins.

Messieurs, J ’ay receu votre lettre du 28me du passé, et veu le sommaire y mentionné 
que j ’ay trouvé autant véritable comme estoyt ceiluy que j ’avoy dressé et envoyé sur 
les propos que s’estoyent passés entre vous et moy, quand dernièrement me vîntes me 
veoir de la part de la Royne votre maistresse. Ayant esté bien aise que nos mémoires 
soyenl esté si bonnes qu’ayons concurru en mesme substance desdits propos. Aussy
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n’avoy-je opinion que les cussiés inexactement rapporté; mais, pour le bruiet que s’en 
estoit divulgé au contraire, ne voulus laisser d’en rechercher ma mémoire et envoyer 
ledict sommaire, afin de vous en rendre souvenanse comme je trouve qu’avez très- 
bien comprins iceux propos. Et ne restant à dire aultre sur ce, finieray cestes par mes 
cordialles recommendations à vous, priant le Créateur qu’il vous donne, Messieurs, ce 
que plus désirés.

Du camp lez Jausse, ce premier de septembre 1578.
(British Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n* 151.)

M M M M C X X X V l l I .

J F il l ia m  D a v is o n  à  lo r d  B u r le ig h .

( A n v e r s , 1er s e p t e m b r e  1 5 7 8 .)

Continuation de ia négociation avec don Juan. — Le duc d’Alençon a etc proclamé à Anvers défenseur 
de la liberté belgique. — Médiation de l’Empereur. — Violences commises à Gand. — L’exerciee du 
culte reformé a été autorisé à Anvers. — Mutineries. — Embarras d’argent du duc Casimir.

My espcciall good Lorde, 1 bave of late biu in suspence what lo Write unto Your 
Honor, so inccrtein hathe bine tlie state and condition of thinges here, namelie in res
pect of our newe cotnpoitnded peace, whereof the sucées is yet in expectation. Yester- 
daie the terme prescribed to the States deputies expired, at what tyme, havinge con- 
cluded nothinge, and as it seemes in litlle hope of doeinge good, our lords were in 
mynde to corne thcnce as ibis morninge. But, the States havinge newlie consented to a 
prolongation of 7 or 8 daies for delivering up of the lowmes, if the peace doe goe for- 
wards, it maie perhaps delaignc them there some longer tyme. Here, in the mear.e 
while, it is generallie conceivid tliat the necessitie whereunto th’affaires of th’enymyc 
are reduccd, will incline him to a peace, if there he no intelligence betwene him and 
the Erench, a thinge not yet well dischargcd of suspicion.

On fridaie lastc, lhe Duke of Alençon was here proelaymed defensieur de la liberté 
belgicque contre la tyrannie espaignolle, and, since bis deputies bave pressed lo hâve the 
States resolution where to imploye lheir troupes, which, as tliey geve out, hâve alredie 
passed muster and reccivid their fitste months paie; but herein the détermination 
seemes suspertded till they see what end the treatic in hand will takc. And yet is the 
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Duke of Arschot in llie meane while dispatched towardes lhe fronliers with order for 
delivery up of thc townes agreed upon betwene them and the States, thoughe some 
suspeet lhere will f'all out a diffîcultie in (h’exicution.

Yesternight late, here arryved a curryer from th’Emperor addressed to bis ambas- 
sador, wilh newes of th’auctboritie wbieb His Imperiali Majeslie balbe receavid from 
lhe King of Spain Io conclude ibis peacc, whereunto men doe the rather thineke the 
Kinge inclyned, by cause, by lclters of the 7th and 9lh of the laste monthe from Madrid, 
lhe dispatche of lhe Duke de Terra-Nova lo the same end towards His Imperiali 
Majestie is confirmed.

Tb’altcration of religion dolhe goe roundlie forwardes in Flaunders, especiallie 
within the towne and libertics of Gand, where they doc generallie surpress the reli- 
gious houses, bannishe the clergye, confcscate their landes and livinges, breake downe 
th’ymages and commyt divers other innovations liardly digested of many. Here, pro- 
ceadinge with more temperaunce, the Protestauntes hâve tliis laste wceke four places 
graunled unto them by the Councell of Eslale for the publique exercyse of their reli
gion, which bcgannc ycstcrdaie, the Luthériens havinge in like sorte obtaigned two 
other places for their assemblies.

The late tumulte at Valenciennes about th’alteralion of their magestrales is hilherto 
rallier mytygated then thorowlie appeased.

This laste weeke, the Gauntoys eut in peces two companies of fotemen of lhe Count 
Lalains régiment, wlioe, b[e]inge permitted lo liveat discrétion upon the bonhomme for 
lacke of their paye, had committed divers oultrages within their terrytories, the like 
course beinge taken by the governor of Alst with a cornet of horsemen that had doue 
like spoiles within their liberties.

Our campes hâve hilherto Iyen still since th’arryvall of the Duke Casimir, wastinge 
and spoylinge lhe country even lo lhe gales of this towne, and yet is lhere no certaintie 
of their removinge, the matter dependinge wholie upon the slacke provision of monie 
for their conlentment : a thing which, unless it be otherwise supplied then there is 
jet appearaunce of, will goe neare to make their service utterlie improlïitable for this 
season, besides thaï in the meane tyme it is estemed no little hindraunce to the pcace.

The Duke Casimir hath sent hither his plate and jewells to be engaged for x or 
xijm florins towardes the conlentment of his men that are yet behind for their naugh- 
gelt, but his minislcrs, after a gréai deale of travaile, are in mannour hopeles by that 
or anie other meane hecre to supply their masters necessity

1 Var. ïh e  Duke Casimir twho liath sent his plaît and jewells to this towne tobe engaged for mony 
towardes the contentement of his companyes) prétendes for his owne part to desier nothing more 
llien to approch th’enemy, who is now cncampid in ccrlcn villages betwene Lovain and Namore, in 
no disposition, us some men tliink, to hazard tbc baltaill.



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 787
Th’enimye, dislressed with sicknes, want of nionie and vidualis, is nowe encamped 

in certaine villages belwenc Lovaine and Namure in no disposition, as some men 
thincke, to hazard the battaill. But liereof Your Lordship shall understand some 
more cerlainty, when we see vvhat traine and issue the pence will lake. In the meane 
vvhile, forbcaringe to troble Your Honour anie furlher in tlieis, I moste humbly take 
my leave.

Andwerpe, the first of september 1578.
(Record office, Pap o f Holland, vol. G.)

MMMMCXXXIX.

L o r d  C o bh am  e t W a ls in g h u m  a u  co m te  d e  L e ic e s te r .

(SJ SEPTEMBRE 1S78.)

Opinion de Bellicvre sur les intentions de don Juan. — 51. Sonmicrs ne revenant point, 
ils craignent de voir échouer tous leurs efforts.

My very good Lord, Don Johns not yelding to a peace (standing as he doeth in verie 
hard termes in respect of the great infection in his campe, lack of mony and scarcety 
of vieluells) dolh greatly amase me. To thinck thaï he hath intelligence with Mounsieur 
is not without sont just ground of suspicion; yet can I not yeld theieunlo, when I con
sidet- tliat the possession of theise conlries (which I see apparanlly lyke to com into his 
handes) will he more profitable unto him lhen any benefit he can receave at the King 
of Spaines hand by treasonable dealing. 1 do rallier allowe of the french ambassadors 
opinion thaï was here, who, making reporte unto us of that which passcd betwene Don 
John and him at the tyme of his audience, did let us understand lhathe sawe no dis
position in Don John to make a peace, for, saielh he, Don John, so long as the warres 
conlynue, is a great prince, beinge followed with xxm men; and, when the warres 
shall end, tlicn hath he not a foolc of ground to repaire unto. Moreover, saielh he, by 
the conlynuance of warres he draweth towardes him the good will of marshall men, 
which may serve his lurne to many purposes, either in seeking to possesse som of his 
brothers dominions or cls to dispossesse som others wherehe may by practizc find som 
footing. Sory I am that the peace cannot take place, doubting, by the delay of the dis- 
palch of Mr Somcr, that lier Majestic hath no disposition to cmbrace this cause as in 
reason and pollicy she oglit to do. Truly, My Lord, we were greatly greved with the
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Marqueses speches, conteyned in the lctters diicctcd unlo My Loi des in laieng before 
us tbc lia rnie growing unto them by not execution of Her Majcsties promisse, having 
nolliing in substance to reply for tlie defence tbereof. Wc sec plainly tbat, yf M' Som
mets be not relurned with good answer, tliat tliey are fully resolved to bave no farther 
dealinges with us, so tbat we, leaving tliera unsalisficd, sltall returne borne (he moste 
disconiented ministers tbat ever were employed in forraine services, not in respect of 
our owne crédités (wliicb were not greatly to be weighed, if it were not for the places 
we hold), but in respect of the mischief tbat is lykcly to insue, botb presenlly to Her 
Majestie and to ber successors, by tlie alienation of lheise conlry peoples liartcs from 
ber. But, seing it semeth to be a thinge decrecd by Him tbat governetb ail tbinges, we 
arc to disgest the same with patience, and to pray unto Him who is bope against hope, 
to geve anotber issue of succès of lheise causes then in reason or pollicie is to be 
loked for.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. C.)

MMMMCXL.
I V a ls in y h a m  à  lo r d  B u r le ig h .

(A n v e r s , 2  septembre 4578 .)

Si la reine d’Angleterre avait aidé les États, leur armée eut eu raison de celle de don Juan, affaiblie 
par la peste. — Vif mécontentement du peuple des Pays-Bas. — Il ne faut point se fier aux pro
messes des Français.

My verry good Lord, We had well hoped tbat owre traveylc for peace woold bave 
taken beller effecte then }t dotlie, seing so many reasons to move us to tliinke tbat 
Don Juan balbe noe reason to contynewc tlie xvarres, having, besjdes tlie infectyon of 
bis campe and of t he townes rownde abowt him (wherof l hcr is not one cleere), no 
money to coniente bis sowldyars, nor meanes l'or tlie convcyaunce of the same, being 
dowbtcfull to passe yt by waj'e of Fi année as hcrcloforc he halhe don. Besydes, we doe 
not sce hoxve bis campe can be vyctualed, Monsieur having geven order, as I tinder- 
stand be batbe, for a slave tbat noue sball corne owt of Fraunce. Yf the States campe 
myghl bave followcd him, whicli eau not dyslodgc for lacke of money (as Your Lord- 
sltip may perceyve by the generali letler), they had forced him er tbis, cyther to bave 
yclded unlo a peace or compclled him to bave be taken bimselfe to a towne. Sorrye I
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am that so good an occasyon shoold be lost, tendyng so myche (o Her Majesties suertye 
and the benefyt of thés contryes. The délayé used in returnyng awntswer to ther request 
sent by Mr Sommets dothe greatly perplex (hem. Yf lie bryng not a good awntswer, 
Her Majestye is to make full accompte that tliis people heere are no longer to depende 
uppon her favor and assystaunce, whoe doe not stycke openly (o geve owt that yt had 
ben better for them to hâve geven unto Her Majestye the valewe of that they hâve 
receyved at her handes, then to hâve had any dealynges with her, consyderyng the 
great prejudyce they bave receyved by the uneerteyntye of the assystaunce promysed 
unto them.

Thowghe I hâve had sttndrye causes of greefe synce rny imployement heere, yet 
nothing dothe so myche perplex me as to leave this people so evyll satysfyed as I see 
apparently we shall : wherof the Frenche are to make ther profyt, what so ever they 
protest to the contrarye. He is woorthye to be deceyved that wyll trust to a frcnche 
promyse. I beseche Your Lordship, seing we see no furlher cause of owre slaye heere, 
wher yt is lykely we shall growe da)ly more and more hatefull, that, yf Mr Sommers 
bryng no order for owre retorne, this bearer may be dyspatched with ail exspedytyon 
with Her Majesties order in that behalfe. And so Imost humbly take my leave.

At Antwerpe, the seconde of september 1S78.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCXLL

I F  a ls in g h a m  a u  lo r d  A m ir a l .

( 2  SEPTEMBRE 1578.)

Éventualités de la reprise des hostilités.

My good Lord, Yf Don John kepe promisse to geve battaill, yt wilbe shortly seenc 
here what will becom of theise coniries, the forces of bolhe sides approching the one 
towardes the other. Your Lordship, by the enclosed note, may perceave howe much 
Don Johns forces and the States do differ; but, if the valewe of the men be duly con- 
sidered, especially the headcs and conductors, the inequallity will not be found so great. 
But, for as much as the victory is in the bandes of God, to Him it is to be comitted. 
And, yf it encline on the States behaulf, Don John may take his leave of the Lowe-
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Conlries. On the other side, yf Don John hâve the upper hand, it will greallie dismay 
this people, thogh notwithslanding, in respect of the slrength of their townes and that 
lhey do reserve Duc Cassimiers forces, bcing 6,000 horsse and as many footemen, by 
ali eventes tbey shuld hâve no great cause to be dismaicd; for the conflict cannot so 
fall owt, howesoever the victory encline, but thaï party (bat escapeth best, shall goo 
awav with bloody handes. 1 cannot yet gesse what will becom of our treatie of peace, 
which I thinck were moste necessary for both parles, yf tbey could Ioke into their owne 
States without passion. And, yf Mounsieur meane sincerely lowching the assistance 
which he meaneth lo bring for the States (whereof I knowe not what to judge, so deepe 
hath bene the french dissimulation theis late yeres), Don John shall be ill advised, yf 
he do not growe to a peace, thogh it be with hard conditions.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCXLIl.
f V a l s in g h a m  a u  d o c te u r  W i l s o n .

(Anvers, 2 septembre 4578.)

Si M. Somruers ne rapporte pas une réponse favorable, il ne faut plus compter sur tes Pays-Bas. —
Progrès de la peste.

Sir, By the general! letter to My Lords you maie perceavc how we bave proceadid in 
the treatie of peace, being vcric sorie thie same hathc taken a contrarie effecl to that 
we looked for, especiallie having cause to double, in the delaie used in the dispatche 
of Mr Sommcrs, that you are but coldlie affceted lo ycald seasonable assistance to thos 
of ibis countrie, cheeflie at a tyme wben the same maie stand tliem most in steed. The 
uncertentie of your dealinges hathe greallie alienated the peoples hartes here, so that, 
in case you retorne not Mr Sommcrs with a good aunswere, make full accomple that 
tbey will no longer depende on you. I praie you furthcr this bearer[s] dispatche with 
Her Majeslies order for our retorne as sone as you maie. Our abode here is no Iesse 
unprofilable to our selves then cbargable to Hcr Majcslie; and therfore the lesse we 
staie, the more proffit will yl be bothc for Her Majestie and us.

1 am greallie afraied, for that a servant of My Lord Cobhams is dead of the plague 
since our retorne to Andwerp from Lovaine, thaï our traîne is taynted. The frenche
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Ambassadour, who staied onlie two daies at Lovaine, Iost two of bis cheefest gentle
men tliat are dead of the plage; and tberfore we lhat staied tber x daies at the least, 
are greatlie in doubt that we sball not escape so good eheape, besides the dangers of 
our owne persons, having no priveledge above the rest. And so, having no further matter 
to impart nnto you al this présent, referring you for occurrentes to .Mr Davison[s] let- 
ters, I commit you to Godes good protection.

From Andwerpe, the second of septembre 1S78.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6 )

MMMMCXLIII.

L o r d  C o b h a m  e t W a ls in g h a m  a u x  lo r d s  d u  C o n se il p r i v é .

(Anvers, 3 septembre 1d1 8 .)

Réponse de don Juan. — Remontrance des ambassadeurs anglais. — Démarche du marquis d’Ilavré, 
au nom des Etats, pour obtenir un prompt secours d'argent.

It may please Your Lordships to understande yt, ye tbursday folowinge after our last 
dispatche, ye deputies of ye States, havinge delivered ye propositions and articles of 
peace unto Don Juans deputies, were promised to reçoive eitber ye samc night or ye 
next day in ye morninge, by eigbt of ye clocke, Don Juan’s answere to ye same by way 
of postilles, one Tassis, ye master of bis householde and in speciali credit with bim, 
beinge sent unto bim with ye same : contrarie to which their promise, it was nolwitb- 
standinge saterday in ye eveninge before ye said ïassis relourned witb ye answere : 
which he and ye rest of bis collègues forbore to deliver until ye next day (beinge ye 
last day of ye treatie), at eigbt of ye clocke in ye morninge, they, the States deputies, 
and we beinge for yt purpose assembled togither at ye Emperours Ambassadors lod- 
ginge. At which time Tassis, in ye name of ye rest, delivered ye said answere first in 
speache, and afterward in writinge, a coppie whereof we send Your Lordships here- 
with inclosed. After yt Don Juan’s answere was thus delivered, ye States deputies, fin
di nge the same strange and in dede contrarie to their expectation, beinge ye night before 
put in some confort by ye Emperours Ambassadour yt ye said answere wold be to their 
contenlment, warranted so to doe, as he shevved them, by Tassis, desired to bave con
férence amonge themselves a part, which beinge done, they declared both unto us and
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thcm yt lhey Lad no commission to enler into any trcatie of any new malter, which 
they found slrange lo be now propounded unlo lhem, and therefore desired yt lhey might 
conferre wilh us apart : vhereuppon, ye deputics of Don Juan beinge wilhdrawen, they 
signified unto us yt their commission did not extend to authorise (bem to treate any 
new mattcr, yt ye way of composition of ye troubles by ye médiation of ye Emperour 
now offered came to laie, both in respect of ye accord made with ye Frencli as of ye 
great armie they had prescnlly in ye field, which they thoght the States wold not dis
charge uppon hope of so doutfull a remedie, but rather interpret ye same to be a delay 
invented by Don Juan to serve bis tourne, for a time, to their disadvantage, as here- 
tofore lie had done, and therefore praycd our advice, (beinge appointed by ye States 
to attende uppon us) wliat were best to be done in this behalf. Here uppon ye Empe
reurs Ambassadour and we consultinge togither and findinge it necessarie for our dis
charge to lay beforc Don Juan’s deputies ye evil satisfaction yt ye States wold receive 
by this answere, and yt it wold quite aliene lhem from ye King's gouvernement, espe- 
cially seinge them alredy throwen into ye protection of French, sent for Don Juan’s 
deputics and declared unto lhem yt we had conferred with ye States deputies about 
ye answere, and yt, touchinge ye remedies conteined in ye same, consideringe it in ilself, 
we saw it very wel to be liked of, knowinge none more apt to deale in ye cause then ye 
Emperour, marry, in respect of ye time, we did judgc it to be altogether unfitt, seinge 
how farr lhey had procedcd wilh ye French, ye great armie they had in ye fîelde, ye 
benefit of whose service it was not likely they wold loose uppon such an overture, 
which they wold rather take to be a delay to abuse them, beinge alredy so jalous of Don 
Juan’s dealings as they were, yt therefore we saw plainely yt it wold brede such an 
alienation in them as wold force them quile to wilhdraw themselvcs from ye King’s 
gouvernement, whereof ye conséquence was of such weight as, when we did consider 
generally wdiat inconveniencc might grow to ail Europe to bave ye King of Spaine, 
beinge onc of the principali bulwarkes of Christendome against ye common enemie ye 
Turke, as also ye onely bridle to ye grcatnes of France, whereby ye state of Europe 
was kept in equal ballance, weakened by ye lossc of thcse Low-Contries, which, throgh 
ye course of Don Juan’s procedinges, we saw likely to take place, as also particularly 
what dommage might ensue therehy unto ye princesse, whose subjecls and servantes 
we weare, we cold not but plainely let them understande how necessarie we judged it 
for them to thinke better of ye malter, prayinge them therefore yt, if they had any com
mission to treate, touchinge ye articles propounded by ye States, they wold let us under
stande their minde in yt behalf, for yt there coold be no longer delay used, yt beinge 
ye last day of treatie, and yt, if no conclusion were made, ye accorde betwene ye French 
and ye States was to take effect.

The said deputies, havinge conferred emonge themselves uppon these our speeehes,
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did let us understand vt Don Juan had wel hoped yt ye States wold hâve resied wel 
satisfied willi this answere; that notwithstandinge, at our request, they wold acquaint 
him wilh suche speeche as had passed belwene us louchinge ye péril yt mighl ensue 
by ye alienation of lheis contries, and procure us as spcdy answerc thereto as they 
migbt, whicli resolution agreed on belwene us and ye deputies of Don Juan beinge 
imparted unto ye States deputies, they protestcd yt, unlesseDon Juan sent ye said ans- 
were by twclve of ye clocke al night, they had no authoritie to reeeive ye same, she- 
winge for that purpose an act made by ye States, whereby they vvere inhibited to 
procede further in treatie; but we advised them, notwithstandinge their W'anl of com
mission, (o slay ail ye next day for ye said answere, meaninge, in case it had proved 
good, to bave procured ye States to bave yelded to some further prolongation of lime 
to dcale in ye treatie. And our selves, havinge stayed until ye next day at noone, duringe 
W'hich lime ye said answere came not, we deparled from Lovain, doubtinge we shold 
be interteined with some further délayés. This is ye whole discoursc of our proce- 
dinges.

Don Juan’s deputies were, as we w'ere informed, very lolh that we shold be dealers 
in ye matter of treatie, but that ye deputies of ye States protested yt they had no com
mission to deale otherwyse then in our presence. We learne by divers secret vvayes yt 
Don Juan, beinge acquainted wilh some hard specches yt lier Majestie hath given 
ont of him, especially louchinge bis byrtbe, hath conceived an extreme malice and 
hatrcd against lier Majestie. But, takinge ye course lie doeth, by hazardinge ye losse of 
tbese contries, it is apparant be shall rather bave wil then meanes to perfourmc ye 
revenge he intendeth.

Uppon our retourne to this towne, there came to us ye Marquis of Ilaverech, accom- 
panied wilh Threasurer Schetz, sent by ye States, and requesled us in their name to let 
him undcrstande whether we had yet received any answerc ont of Englande, louchinge 
ye monye, sayinge yt, for want of so much as they hoped to hâve received by ye benefit 
of Ilir Majestie bondes, beinge no smal somme, yt is to content so puissant an armie, 
havinge forborne to seke other meanes to fournishe them selves in hope (o be relieved 
yt way, their great armie did not onely remaine idle and unprofitable, but was also sore 
infecled with ye plague, ye ayre about them beinge corrupted throgli their long lyinge 
in a place, from whence notwithstandinge the soldier wold not slirre one foote without 
présent pay, w hereas, if they had money to satisfie their said armie, they shold be able 
to give Don Juan ye overlhrowe, or al least force him to retyrc into some towne; yt 
wynter was now at bande, before the comminge whereof, if they did not some exploit 
uppon ye enemie, it wold tourne to their great henderance and dommage; that two 
hundred thousand guyldernes, at this time, wold stand them in more slcde then len 
times as much at another lime; yt ye States had such confidence in lier Majestics gra-

Tome X. 100
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cious mcaninge and goodnes towardes (hem as they doubted not but yt, if she knew 
llieir wrnt and ye inconveniences they are thereby likely to runne into, she wold nol 
suffer tliem to miscaric for lacke of ber tirnely relief and assistance; yl this matter 
iinporlcd as much as ye whole cause came to, and tlierefore wisbed tlicre might be care 
and considération had tbcrcof accordingly; yt lie did not rallier take uppon bim to 
bccomc a solliciter therein, for tbat bc had herelofore bin imployed towardes Her 
Majcstie by ye States in yt behalf, and bad alwayes soglit by ail meanes to continew 
tliem in dévotion towardes Hcr Highnes, whereof be l'eared to bis great grief aliena
tion, unlesse they might receive yt assistance from lier in their extremitie that they 
boped for. We told bim we tboght ye long stay of tbat answere proceded onely of ye 
contrarie windes, not doubtinge but yt ye same sliold be hasiened as much as might be, 
and beinge corne woldfall out to their satisfaction, prayingc bim tlierefore to be of good 
comfort, and still to hope wel of Her Majesties goodnes and favour, wbo, we were asseu- 
red, wold not forsake tliem in llieir extremitie. So tbat Your Lordsbips may perceive 
yt of Her Majesties relievinge or not relievinge of tliem, out of hand, dcpendetb, as we 
conçoive it liere, ye continuance or alienation of their dévotion lowarde Her Majestie. 
And, for yt our further abode here can now be no more profitable, we beseche Your 
Lordships yt we may bave order out of hande for our retourne. And so we most 
humbly take our leave.

From Antwerpe, ye o of scptember 1578.
(British Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2* partie, n° 149.)

MMMMCXLIV.

Thomas Digges à lord Burleigh.
(Anvers, 4 septembre 4578.)

Puissance des Gantois qui sont Lien disposés pour les Anglais. — Désordres au camp des Étals 
où les soldats ne vivent que de pillage.

Myne humble duly to Your good Lordship remembred. Havinge sithens rny arri- 
vaule in Flaunders attentively perused ail the late fortifications of Bruges, Gand, Anl- 
verpe, Mechelen and Bruxelles, emonge tliem ail 1 find Gaunl by nature most stron- 
glye sciluate upon (lie confluens and concurse of manye swift and great rivers, whieli



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 79S
(by engine at one place within itie liarihe of thecytye, wliere ihosc rivers as in a center 
concuiTc) may bce so elevate that lhey shall drownc tbc coontrye a great distance 
round about, salve only in certayne places, wher by art it is so supplyed with spurres 
and forragne bulhvarkes madc with sutche forcible rampyres, well flanked curtines, 
lardge and deepe ditelles, environed with so artificiali counterscarphes, as if the hudge 
woorkcs lhey hâve begoonne, wcre finished, consideringe also the greate territorye, 
fortes and passadges of importaunce that thcy hâve to theyre state subjectes, I judge 
the Gauntoyse well ablc to cantonne and defend them selves agaynst eny mightyc 
prince. And, as they are in relligion more forward then ali the rest of the States, so 
arc they to England more frcendes, and mosl dislike the entrye of the Frenehe. Against 
tbc Spaniard ail the States are so resolutely bent that they hâve not spared alredy to 
beat downe to the grownd ail (lier suburges, rofusinge no chardges to perfourme ther 
hudge fortifications, and seeme in ail apparance bent to the dealhe never to admitt 
agayne the yoke of spanishe garryson.

In the campe ther is sutche disorder and discord as, albeeit ther numbers bee great 
and horsmen well apoincted, yet is ther smaule hope of good successe. The Scottes are 
ail shott wilhout pykes, and so of them selves not able to make hedd agaynst the enni- 
mye. The Englishe, that were reputed aboove 5,400, are now in trothenot 1,500. The 
Launce-knightes with Cassimcr, that are reported also 5,000 pykes, are bot 10 anseynes, 
and in trothe not 2,000; but they encampe more stronglyeand orderlye then eny of the 
rest, havinge entrenehed them selves in a peece of grownd of 60 pase brode and 100 
pase longe, nighe the eastell wher Duke Cassimere lodgeth. This mutche I can reporte 
of eertayntye; but, touchinge the number of horse in the legar and footemen in the 
frenehe campe, I can yet say nothinge of myne owne knowledge, havinge not seene 
them sins my cominge redueed into troopes or eny foormes of embattalinge, and ther 
lodginges so scatteringe and out of order as no certayne conjecture can therof bee that 
way taken. The whole legar lyeth betweene the braunches of the Dele, a dutche myle 
from Mcchlyne, the whole coontrye ther beeingeso seltled upon strayghtes and enclo- 
sed growndes that ther horsmen (beeinge at least 14,000) are utterly unprofitable.The 
ruiters wast and spoyle ther freend countrye in sutche sort that even till within a myle 
of Anluerpe the villadges are abandoned and cleane unpeopled. The Englishe and 
Scottes, by ther examplc, havinge no pay to live upon, are likewise enforced by spoyle 
to get them foode, aud bave lately fyred Arsscot and ryfled ail the coontrye theraboute, 
bringing home into ther campe the pylladge of the villadges neere Loovayne : werbv 
our campe is now also infectcd with the pestilens, and partly therby, partly by slaughter 
in ther disordered spoyles, lialf our people are consumed. The coomminge of Monsieur 
to the legar, with 10,000 footemen under Collonell Bussec and 2,000 horse, is very 
shortly expected, but how mutche the people generally repine at hit, what treazon lhey
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suspect, what gelozye even of the Prince thcy liavc for thaï niatter conceyved, I knowe 
Your Lordshipp hath more sufficient and particular intelligens llien my neewe arri- 
vaule will yet cnhable mce to présent yow. But, if I may perceyve the advertizement of 
sutche matters heere as I sliall certaynlye knowe may bee acceptable, I will direct 
myself (as well thaï way as cny otber way Your Lordsbipp shall commaund mee) to 
deserve the great favours Your Lordshipp many wayes batb efTcctually shewd me. The 
honorable and very favorable entertaynment it hath plcased the Prince of Orendge to 
geeve mee, and Ilie aquaynlance I bave witb Monsieur Famarcbe and Villiers, on 
wboome Ilis Escellencye dootlie now not a littlc relye in ail bis présent actions, will 
yeald mee oportunitye soomwbat farder to see into llie présent proceedinges tben a 
meere slraundger persone. So cravinge pcrdone for tbis my bould and rude writinge, 
proceedinge of the révèrent affection I bere Your Lordsbipp, most bumblye take my 
leve.

Antverpe, septembris 4°, 1578.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCXLV.

Le due Casimir à la reine d’Angleterre.
(6 SEPTEMBRE -1578.)

A défaut de secours, toute son armée se dispersera.

Madame, Vous avés sans double entendu par mon conseiller Junius la nécessité en 
laquelle je me retrouve pour vous avoir voulu complaire. Depuis son parlement, le[s] 
nécessités sont creues de plus en plus et tellement que si n’y mettes bon et prompt 
ordre en brief, en m’assistant de vos moyens selon voslre promesse, je vous puis asscu- 
rer en foy de prince que toute cesle armée s’esvanouira au grand désadvantage de vostre 
réputacion et à la confusion de la cause commune. Quant à moy, je n’auray aultre
regret que d'avoir esté abandonné par celle princesse sur la foy et asseurance.............
Mais j ’espère que ne lairres venir les choses en ces termes-là. Sur laquelle confiance 
lineray la présente par mes très-humbles recommcndacions à vos bonnes grâces, priant 
Dieu, Madame, etc.

Le 6 de septembre 1578.
(.British Museum, Galba, C. Vf, 2e partie, n° 182.)



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 797

MMMMCXLVL

William Davison à lord Burleigh.
(Anvers, 7 septembre fo78.)

Don Juan a donné pour réponse que tout était remis à l’arbitrage de l’Empereur. — L’armée
des États va marcher en avant. — Les prêches se font publiquement dans toutes les villes. —
Progrès de la peste.

My especiall good Lorde, Since my laste, Your Honour maye hâve understoode front 
oure Antbassadors howe litle fruicte their labour hath yeldid in lhe treatie of peace, 
Don Juan excusing bis breaking of with an advertisement newly received, as he pré
tends, front the King that (he whole handlinge and determining of the matter is remit- 
ted to th’Emperor, himself beinge by that meanes unaucthorized to proceade any 
further in treatye with lhe States, who, holding the peace as desperat, do nowe go roun- 
dly forwardes xvith the Frenche. Hitherto the States heare nothing from the Duke of 
Arschott and Frezin since there departure into Ilaynaulte, which is cause that the reso
lution wheare to employé the frenche armye is yet in suspcnce.

The campes by Machlyn are nowe to remove within a daieor two, (he States having 
sent money thither to make them a general! impreste, being not for the présenté tyme 
otherwise able to satisfîe them *.

The différence at Valenciennes is yet undecyded, the greater parle of the people 
prolesting against lhe governement of the Count Lalaine and suclie as be of his partia
lité in respecte of there inclination to the Frenche.

The Gauntois do wade roundly thoroughe with there alteration of religion, having 
both in there townes and liberties utterly suppressid poperie. At Lisle, Ypre, Bruges, 
this towne, Bruxelles and divers other partes of the countrye, they do nowe also 
preache openlye, whose example is in hope to be followed ail the countrye over.

The levies in Germ[any] for Don Juan are newly confirmcd there, and some saie 
that a parte of them are alreadye enterid the country of Luxenburge.

La Motte hath lately receavid ij° Spaniardes into Graveling to the renforcing of his 
garison ; but hitherto he hath attemptid nothing upon anye of his neighbours in lhat 
corner. 1

1 Var. Deventer is yet unrendered to lhe States of Gueldres, who do still enterteign ccrten com- 
panies before yt.



798 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
The plague, which is somewhat extreame [in] ail ih’enemies country, doth nowe 

begin to waxe warme in our campe, whcare (he nombers are already greatly weaknid 
and diminished.

Other matler of any moment I bave not presently to advertise Your Lordship, of 
whome I moste humbly take my leave.

At Antwarpe, the vu"1 of september 1378.
(.Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCXLVII.

La reine d’Angleterre à lord Cobham el à fValsingham.
(ttORAM-HALL, 8 SEPTEMBRE 1578.)

Conditions auxquelles elle viendra en aide au duc Casimir.

Trusty and right welbeloved, we gretc you well, Besydes that we bave written unto 
youe and the Lord Cobham by our servaunt John Sommer, our will is you déclaré unto 
the States there, as effeclually as you can, that, wheras we Iiave at our charges disbur- 
sed willingly the first twenty thousand poundes to Duke Casimire for their ayde, and 
afterwardes wer conlented to défrayé other twenety thousand poundes at the place of 
musters with condition that the sayd last xxm liv. upon the bandes geven fo[r] 100,000 
liv. and money had theruppon shuld be rcpayd unto us, and that, furthermore, they, not 
performyng the sayd repayment, seke to hâve 28,000 liv., we mervaile greatly what 
they meane herin and so to go about still to charge us with new payementes. And 
therefore you sball deale plainly and roundely with thcm for this their kynd of dealing, 
and requier them, if they will hâve our bandes for the 28,000 liv. and odd upon such 
conditions as lately wer sent by our sayd servaunt Sommer, that they agréé and con
clude amonges themselvcs that Duke Casimire may bave the 11,000 liv. remayning to 
be receved, for the payement of bis reiters, which (as we thinke) shall moch content 
the sayd Duke and his cumpany. Otherwise, if they shall contynuc in this manner of 
dealing with us and seke still to burthen us with such excessif payementes, we cannot 
endure to be thus abused by them, and thcrefor woold hâve them plainly to under- 
stand that, if they shall persist in this kinde of proceding, they shall force us to with-
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drawe our ayd from them, seing they will no better consyder of us, who liath in such 
honnorabel and frank manner ayded them in their greatest extremity : requiring you 
nevertheles to use the contentes of this our letler as you shall see occasion for our ser
vice according to your discrétion.

Geven under our signet, at the manour of Horain-Hall, the vu,h daye of septembre 
1578, in the xx,h yere of our reïgn.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. C; B rit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 162.)

MM MMCXLVIII.

Lord Burleigh à Walsingham.
(HoRAM-HALL, 8 SEPTEMBRE 1878.)

Négociation de Bacquevilie pour le mariage du duc d’Alençon.

Sir, After my harty commendations. The Queen’s Majesty \vold hâve yow under- 
stand that, at Monsr de Backevilles departure, whan he had receaved his answer, lie 
required to hâve had ether the copy or the sight of such articles as hertofor had bene 
trealed uppon for the marriadg sought betwixt Hir Majesty and the Duk of Anjow : 
wherunto Hir Majesty answered that she wold be loth to delyver lhe eopy of any such 
articles, and, for the sight of them, she sayd that they wer nol here to be seene, but, as 
she thought, they war in your custody : wheruppon he asked of Hir Majesty if Monsieur 
le Duk shuld send to yow to speke with yow or send to yow for the sight of them, 
whyther she wold not be content that yow shuld spek with Monsieur, wherto she 
did agréé, and so she commanded me to wryte to you; and I, doutyng that you 
had them not ther with you, she answered it made no matter, for than he may 
mak a report in wordes of the substance of them. So as I se, if he had not so pre- 
cisely pressed the having of them or of the sight of them, she cold hâve bene con
tent to hâve the same forborn, untill ther shuld be more probabillite of effectualyng 
of the principali matter, wherof suerly I can not tell what to affirm, and yet I, with 
My Lord of Lecester and Mr Vichamberien only, ail olhers purpoossly secluded, hard
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hir mak the last answer to hym at liis départir, whieh was yester aller noone '. The 
substance was that, wher slie understood a disposition in Backville to provok bis mas
ter lo corne hyther, tbough tber lie no assurance gyven of spedyng, Hir Majcsty, not 
refusyng bis comming expressly, did very ernestly require tliat Monsieur sbuld not 
corne, except be sbuld corne witli an intention to contynew in amyty witli Hir Majesty, 
if it sbuld chance tliat the mariadg sbuld not lak place, with so long delalation tberof 
as truly 1 can not tell how Backvile dolh undersland the sanie; but I know how I 
sbuld undersland it, if I war in bis place, as I wold be very loi b to provok my master 
to corne over uppon sucli an uncerten answer. The will of God be doone to hir com-

1 T!:e Queens Majcsty, lieing myndcd to gyvc liir answer to Monsieur Dackcvile, sent from the 
Duk of Anjow to sollicite the cause of Monsieurs forn'ar sute of mariadg, commanded that the 
sayd Backvile sliuld be brought to hir in a withdrawyng chambre, and that the Lord Burghley, Lord 
Trcsuror, the Eric of Lcccstcr and Sir Christofcr Ilatton, Vichamberlcn, sliuld be présent and heare 
Hir Majestics speche, and ail other excluded. Ilir Majesty sayd unto hym that she eold not but lhank 
the Duk bis master for hîs good will shewcd to hir, in sendyng the sayd Backvile to renew the sute 
of mariadg, although lhe same had bene intermitted almost twoo years; and, for bis reasons, alledged 
to excuse the same forbearyng, as in no wise procedyng from hym self, she sayd she was content to 
admytt some of them for some part of excuse, but somc of liis allégations she cold not allow of. But, 
as lo lhe matter it self, eonccrniiig hir match with any person in mariadg, she contynucd in that 
mynd whcrin she had allweise bene lirmly dclermincd, and so had answered no small nombre of 
princes, that she wold never marry with any person, whom she sliuld not first hir self sec. And, con- 
cerning bis comming hitlicr, she ernestly chargcd Backvile to require lhe Duk his master lo be wel 
adviscd tiicrof, and to mak a détermination wilh hym self, not to corne with a meaning to deminish 
his good will towardes Ilir Majesty. if at liis eoming Hier sliuld not be an agrément of mariadg, but 
tliat, lie wold contynew lhe muluall amyty and good will ; and, wliat so ever that fortune shuld do, 
ctlicr lo contynew his estate as he now is, a lirother to a Frencli Ivyng, or bv Godes ordre shuld be 
a Frencli Ivyng hym self, by lhe naturali detli of the Iving his brothar, wliich Hir Majcsty left to 
Godes ordre, that yel lie wold contynew towardes Ilir Majcsty a good frend and a good sistar, as she 
had well deserved, and wold so contynew; for, if he shuld otherwise meanc to eome, and, not obtay- 
niiig his purpooss of mariadg, shold aller the good ternies of amyty that ar betwixt them twoo, Hir 
Majcsty wold that he shuld in no wise atlempt lo corne with any sucii mynd. And lherfor she con- 
cludcd with ernest request that Monsieur wold tak his advise of his frendes in this case, and not to 
aventure his eoming, but with such a détermination as, if tlier shuld he a muluall lykyng at his 
eoming, lhan ther war no difficulté to brede any oilence, but, if il sliuld not succede as he desyreth, 
yet tliat he wold not altcr liis good will to contynew in frendshipp with Hir Majesty, but that tlie 
ircndshipp thaï is professed not only betwixt the King his brother and Hir Majesty, but also betwixt 
the Duk and Hir Majesty', so miglit hâve conlyriuancc withoul any alteration or deminution. And 
furder she added that this nianncr of dealyng of liirs in these plane termes was no other than as had 
passcd herlofor from hir to a grct nombre of princes in lvk cases, as to lhe Empcror Maximilian for 
his brother, and tiic Ivinges of Denmark, Swcdcn and sondry olhers. And, if lhe Duke shuld be dis-
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fort and [of] hir poore rcalm tliat ean not but suffer mucli by hir lack, ether by not 
marrycng or by a husband.

And thus 1 end, marvellyrg tbat sence Jacomo cam, we never hard from you, and 
lherfor we ar delcyned witli perplexcd expectations belwixt feare and desyre.

From Sir Jlion Cultes, viu septembcr 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. (i )

MMMMCXL1X.

Christophe Halton à IValsuigham.
(HORAM-IIALL, 8 SEPTEMBRE doTS.)

Même objet.

Sir, Thowghe, at this preasent, I bave no spécial! niattcr, whcrof to wryte unto you, 
yett was I loatbe that so convenient a messenger as this bearer slioldc be dispntched 
from lience wilhoute tbeise my letters of salutation and well wishing unto you. By 
which also I lliincke mcete to advertise you lier Majesties greale bope of thc good suc- 
cesse of your preasent négociation, wherin as you bave travelled to notable good pttr- 
pose, to your owne greate comendation and the very good lykinge of Her Majeslie 
and Counsell, for your wyse and discreete proccedinge therin, so I truste that Her

posed to corne, Hir Majesty vvishcd that it might bc vvithout oulward pomp or excessive cost, but as 
privatly as he might, with prctence to se Hir Majesty and hir reaime, so as, if lie shuld not ohteyn his 
purpooss, which was in the disposition of God, ther might no offence growe therby but a slryct bond 
of amyty to contynew belwixt them. And, for the articles hertofor, conferred uppon thc matler of 
inariadg, which Baekvilc had desyred to se, Hir Majesty thought il best that the considération of lliem 
wer differred. And finally ISackvile pressyng Hir Majesty to bave only the sight of them, vvithout the 
liaving the eoppy lherof, it was answered that lhey wer not herc to be sene at the Court, but, as it 
was thought, war in the kcpyng of Monsieur Secrctary Walsyngham : whcriippon Backvile required 
that Monsieur Sceretary might be licensed, if the Duk shuld send to hym, to corne and speak wilh hym, 
and to shevv them if he had them wilh hjm, or els to mak somc report of the substance of them : 
wherunto Hir Majesty did assent, and so lie took his leavc of Hir Majesty. (llccord office, Papers o f 
Holland, vol. 6.)

T ome X . 1 0 i



802 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
Highnes gracions acceptation ilicrof, al your relurne liethcr, shall well appeere uni© 
you to your good contentement.

For newes, \ve hâve onely iliis : tliat Signor Backevill, embassadour liere for Mon
sieur, was dispatched from hence tlic vijlh of lais présent, who at bis leave takinge of 
Her Majestie made this cspcciall rcquest that you miglit not départe the Lowe-Coun- 
tries unlill Monsieur had digested HerMajesties aunswer addresscd unlo him, to tb’ende 
that, if theruppon any occasion of conférence might be offred wilh you, Her Majestie, 
by the opportunitie of your beinge lhere, miglit directe ber commission unto you foi’ 
the same. Wherof you shall ncede to lake no advertisement from me, excepte from Hcr 
Majestie or My Lordes of the Counsell it be othcrwyse signified unto you. And so, Sir, 
with my very hartic comendations, I committ you to the luilion of Almightie God.

From the Cowrte, at Horram-Hall, Sir John Cultes, the viuth of september 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 0.)

MMMMCL.
Richard Martyn et Richard Young à lord Cobham et à JValsingham.

(Londres, 8  septembre d § 78 .)

Signature de warrants.

Righle honourable, our humble commendations rem em brai These are (o adverlise 
A'our Honours that \ve bave reccyved your leltcrs dated the thirde daye of this monelhe, 
and \ve travailinge thercin hâve bene advertised by Mr Oratio Palavisino that the Quenes 
Majestie hathe taken order for the xvjm,i due to him, and for the xvjmli due to Mr Bap- 
tist Spenola, and that lier Majestie had signed the warrante, and thaï the Lord Maior 
and the citizcns bave geven forthe llicir seale for the same the vth daye of this moneth, 
so that Your Honours are not to lake further care for the same. And, for that Mr Smithe 
and Mr Aldersey were forthe of the citie at the recciptc of your letters, we thoughte 
it good to advertise A'our Honours of the estate of the cause. And tlius we cease, desi- 
ringe th’Allmightye God to préservé you in healthe with muche cncrease of honoure.

From London, this viu"1 of september 1578.
(Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 6.)
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MMMMCLJ.
Don Ber nardino de Mendoça à Alonzo de Curiel.

(Londres, 8 septembre 1578.)

Situation des affaires du duc d’Alençon et du prince de Parme. — Départ de Rambouillet.

Con un gentil-hombre ingles avise a v. m. del recibo de las suyas de 15 y 2'2 de 
agosto y pliegos que con elias venian, a cuyos particulares no pude responder por la 
priesa que me dio, y en el del parecelle a v. ni. que sera bien que le encamine yo mis 
pliegos, yo lo deseo harto, y querria que me avisase a quien se ban deencaminar, por, 
si v. m. no estuviere en ese lugar para que las de recaudo, ya que la peste le ha 
ausentado del, y ha de advenir v. m. que los pliegos no vayan a Gravelingas, porque 
seria detenerse mucho, y a esta causa no va este dirigido a v. m., que en lo de la marca- 
daria que se habia de enviar de aqui, no bay tratar dello, como he escripto por otras, ni 
las cosas esian en estado de platicar en ello. Las de Mons. de Alanzon me parece que 
se van aclarando con el moverse tanta gente en Francia ; y la de Su Alteza y soldados 
estan de suerte que dicen que mienlras mas moros, mas ganancia.

jVIonsur de Rabolleto, embajador de cl Rey Cristianisimo, va despachado de esta Sere- 
nisima, y no tan acariciado como lo ha sido y es Baquevilla, que se esta en su Corte.

(Coleccîon de Documentas ineditos, t. Ll, p. 191.)

MMMlMCLII.
Le docleur Wilson à lord Cobham et à Walsingham.

(HORAM-HALL, 9  SEPTEMBRE 1 3 7 8 . )

Don Juan cherche à gagner du temps; ses projets ambitieux.

The hope that vvas coneeyved of peace by your letters of tbe 27 of august,appeareth, 
by yours of lhe thyrde of tbis monthe, that the same fawleth out illusorie and vayne.
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TIic Quecncs Majcslie lykcth wel of jour dcalinges at both tyincs, and wysheth thaï 
thc same had takcn good successe for commune quictnes; Lut nowe it appeareth to 
lier Iliglines that Don Jhon secketh to gajne tjme, and upon advantage, when other 
force cummcth (wliiche, as it is thought, liasteneth towardcs hjm), he wjl Iiazarde a 
hattaile. Woulde God lhe Siales wer so provjded (liât tliey mjglit dcale willi Don Jhon 
prcsenllie, who is tliought to wanle mcn, monjc and vytayles and to hâve a verie 
mulenouse campe, as Doctour Junius enformetli Her iMajestie, who was lately here, and 
lialh Lis dispatche to Duke Casimirc, without hope of anj more monje; and hereupon 
lier Majestie hath writtcn her lettcrs to jow hoth lhalyow maje plainlie shew unto lhe 
States her mynde, yf yow thynke it meete so to doe for her service.

1 hâve been earnest for lhe bondes, whiche I doe herewilh sende by this bearer, 
bccing 24 in numbcr, 12 for our Soverayne, and 12 for the cilié, that for the 17,000" 
rcceavcd, whercof yow stande bownde for 5,000“, the bondes for so moche maye sym- 
plie bec delyvercd, and (lie rcsl for lhe 11,000“ upon gages, and the conditions cxpres- 
sed ; but I can not move lier Majestie lierein, although I sayde that I did feare Spinola, 
beeing drivcn to desperalion, woulde perhappes arrest yow bolh,wIien lie did see noue 
other remédié and protest agaynst lier Majestie. Dut al woulde not serve. Hereupon I 
desired My Lord Trcasurer and Mr Vice-Cbamberlayne to joyne with me, and Her 
Iliglines answer was that, lyl she harde somewhat of Mr Somers message, she woulde 
not determyne olherwyse than she hath doone. I moved earnestlv for jour retourne, 
and alleged that jour abode lhere now was nedcles, seeinge no peace cowlde bec had; 
but I cowlde not receavc any grâce as yet.

This I am commanded to write to yow, Mr Secretario, that, if Monsieur doe sende 
for yow, yow must addresse jour selfe to hym without délayé, for so Her Majestie hath 
promyscd to Monsieur Bacqueville that yow shal doc. And yet wliat slial cumme of 
these wowyngcs, God oncly, I thynke, knowclh. Suerlie I am in dowbtc, and yet some 
thynkes that Monsieur wyl cumme over this next monthe, upon hope onely, but how 
that standelli with policie, yow maye judge, knowynge the worlde here, as yow doe. 
Ile that gave that reporte to Don Jhon of our soveraynes speache, was a badde sub- 
jeelc, and 1 woulde to God he wer knowen. But 1 thynke it was Don Bernardino, and 
so I sayde to thc Qucene : the whiche man notwithstandinge spake of hymselfe, more 
evil a greate dealc than our Soverayne did, agaynst Don Jhon, as that he was ambi- 
ciouse and aspircd not onely to bee lorde of the Lowe-Cownlrie, but also to al thc 
dominions that thc Kynge had.

God sende unto yow bolh a safe and a speedie returne, whiche I wyl procure 
somoche as I maye.

Fromc the Cowrtc, at Sir Jhon Cuttes, this 9 of september 1578.
(.Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. C.)
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MMMMCL1II.

Le docteur IF tison à fFalsingham.
(llORAM-HALL, 9 SEPTEMBRE 1578 )

Envo i d’obligations.

Ikcawsc your advcrtisemcntcs doc bring lhe scvcral reaporlc of thynges as thcy 
fawlc oui llicrc, 1 doe slil make Hcr Majcstie fiisi acquayntcd, and thcn communicate 
liiem to lhe Lordos of Hcr Cownscl, as lltosc of lhe 22 of august and jour last of the 
fîrsl of this monlhe, whichc are vcrie wel rcceaved.

Towcltingc lhe bondes, for tbc wbiebe yow bave a procuration, I doe scnde them 
unto yow, by iliis bearer Faute, Mr Sccrctarics servante, becingc 24 in number, 
12 frome our Sovcrayne, and 12 fronte the cilic, as Spinola and Pallavicino speeially 
desircd *. Yow are to use them, as yow are directed by the message lately sent by 
Mr Somers, and not otherwyse to delyver any of them, lyl yow lieare farlhcr frome Her 
Nlajcstie: whiche 1 wyshed myghl bave been otherwyse, but our Sovcrayncs comman
dement musl bec obeyed. Your condition annexcd to your bondes, whiclie was (bat yow 
showldc rcccave lhe monye, and not to delyver the same, lyl Her Majcsties plcasure 
was krtowen, was veric wcl lyked of our Sovcrayne, as doone witli good circumspee- 
tion.

1 woulde thaï lier Majestie bad disburscd, of ber own, 100,000'*, so the peace wer 
suerly made to our Sovcrayncs satisfaction, for 1 do sec lhat wee are not apte to abyde 
trowble, nor to entermedle with garboyles, but to lyve quietly witbout breache of 
peace.

Thus farc yow wel most liartclie, with nty carncsl commendatioris to lhe jentlewoman 
your wyfe.

Frome Sir Jhon Cultes howse in Essex, this 9 of september 1378.
( Record office, Pap. o f Hollund, vol. C.)

1 De nombreuses pièces relatives aux réclamations de Spinola et de Palavicino existent à Londres. 
Nous n’avons reproduit que les plus importantes.
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MMMMCL1V.
Lord Cobltam el Ifakingham  à la reine d ’Angleterre.

(Anvers, 9 septembre 1578.)

Justification de leur conduite. — Exposé des négociations avec le marquis d'Havre, le prince 
d’Orange et le comte de Boussu. — Le duc Casimir a mis ses joyaux en gage. — Ressources finan
cières du pays.

It may plcase Your most Excellent Majcslie. Findinge by your late lettres sent to us 
by M'Somers that Your iMajeslie restelb not saiisfietl witb our last ilispatche, especially 
in two pointes : the one for tbat it appeared not in wbal sort \ve bad treated witb tlie 
States touebinge tbe lymitation of Monsieurs nombers, lcasl that under coulor ofaydinge 
them he might atteine to be lheire lord and master; tbe ollier for thaï it did not 
appeare in wliat sort we dealt witb tbe States for tbe qualifieng of tbe articles of peaee 
tbat were to be propoundcd unto Don Juan. For tbe fîrst, for asmuch as Mr Somers, 
wbome we sent witb tbe packet, was aequaynted witb tbe course of our doinges bere, 
being oft présent at divers conférences as well betwecnc us and tbe States as also witb 
Monsieurs deputies, we tbougbt rallier to referre it to bis report then to trowble Your 
Majestie witb overlengtb of our lettres, by wbome finding nolwitbstandinge tbat Your 
Majestie dotb not rest satisfled witb such reasons as be did by our order acquaynt 
Your Higbnes withall yt moved us not to impugne tbe nomber, seing no such perill lykly 
to ensue as by Your Majestie seemeth to be conceavcd : yt may please Your Higbnes 
therforc to be advertised tbat tbe deputies wbome the States appoynted to conferre 
witb us in that behalf, being urged by us to demande a lesse nomber, did in answere 
therof alleage these reasons followinge : first tbat, thoughe be came with len tbousand 
footmen and iim horse, yet tbey baving an army of ibirtie tbousande should alwayes be 
able to bridle bim; secondarily tbat, if his nombers were double, yet consideringc tbe 
state of tbeire conlry beinge replenisbed witb stronge townes, witbout tbe favour wherof 
for supply of victualis he should not be liable to continue in fielde, tbey saw no cause to 
doubt any danger to grow frorn bim, being apparent to as many as know tbe contry 
tbat the grcater bis nombers were, tbe sooncr be should be forced to witbdraw bim
self for want of victualis; thirdly tbat, in respect of bis g[.......] being a King’s brolher,
tbey coulde not, witb regard to b is ... and safly,urgchim to corne in witb a lesse nomber, 
consideringe tbat, if Your Majesty should send but som[e] nobleman one of your owne 
subjectes, youe would no[l] send bim over witb lesse forces then six or seven lho[u-
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sande] mcn l'or the safly of his person ; fourtlily llial, seing for lhe respectes alleaged lie 
coulde not be dangerous unto tliem, tliey considcred with lhem selves tiial lhe greater 
forces he coulde bringe, lhe more fearefuli [lie] slioulde be to ib’ennemy, and the more 
benefit tliey shoulde receave by bis assisiance, wliich reasons [we] seinge so probable
and well grounded, forbare lo [ .....] (hem further in thnt behalf, lhe rallier for th[at]
notwithstandinge we referred aswell lhe same as [lhe] rest of lhe articles (o Your Majes-
ties considcracion. To[uchinge] the seconde poynt, the articles were duringe ilie [ .... ]
of mine the Secreiaries voyage to Mouns resoflved] on licre by lhe States and sent lo 
(he provinces lo [be] by lhem allowed and ratified, and afterwards deli[vered] lo lhe 
Emperours Ambassador lo be by him propoun[ded] unlo Don Juan, so that it was lo
laie (a day [being] prefixed for the lime of the treatie) lo tra[ ......] with lhem in that
behalf, and yet notwilhstandinge we did earnestly labor lhem to yclde (o a qualification, 
layinge before lhem sondry reasons to induce lhem to consider how nccessary it was 
for lhem to gro[wn] to a peaee, whereunto they were best acquaynled with tlieire owne 
desease, th[at], wilhout Don Juan could be drawen to assent to [lhe] said arlicles, they 
saw no peace could be ma[de] with tlieire surlie, and that in case they should relent, 
yet they must sende agayne to ail [the] provinces for iheire consent on that behalf, 
which would require a longer tyme (lien they could yeld unto in respect of tlieire nego-
tiacion wi[lh] the Freneh, and so prayed ........ lo content our se[lves] with (liât ans-
were as lhe other tw'o ambassadours. And, as touchinge lhe reasons conleyned in
Y o u r.... lettres to induee them to a qualificacion of the articles] propoundcd, thoughe
therc were by us and th’oth[er] ambassadours both the lyke and divers otliers alle[agcd] 
at such lyme as we perswaded them to har[ken] to peace, yel, for that they came to 
laie, the tyme of the treatie beinge two dayes expired before wre receaved lhe same, 
Mr Somer comming from Your Majesiy the 5 of august, we had no cause to use tliem.

Touchinge Your Majeslie resolucion concerningc Baptista Spinola and Pallavicinoes 
bondes, we finding howe great a disconlentemcnt lhe delay of the signings woulde 
breede, seinge theire neeessilie so great and yc assurance lhey made that Your Majesiy 
w'oulde not forsake them in theire extremitie, we thought good, though not so dirccted 
from Your Majesiy, to Iet the States understand by lhe Marquis, who, immcdiatly uppon 
iMr Somers arrivai!, was sent unto us, yt lhe forbearinge to dispatch the bondes pro- 
ceaded of an offence Your Majesiy conccaved for that uppon rcquest made by us in 
Your Highnes name, they would not consent to stey the concludinge of lhe accord made 
with the Freneh, for the space of ten or twelve dayes, that we miglit hâve knowen Your 
Majeslie pleasure in that behalf, a matter that mighl give youe just cause to conceave 
that lhere was not that respect had unto Your Majestyas in true gratuitie did belonge, 
considering Your Highnes favour bestowed ; that notwilhstanding youe were deter- 
mincd in respect of theire neeessilie to dispatch them and to send lhem unto us w'ilh
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speede, yet we were directed not to delivcr lhem but under cerleync condieions whicli 
\ve did impart unto him. With this answere ibe Marquis secmcd lo be greally pcrplexed, 
declaring unto us lha l, toucbing ibe cause of offence, ncccssitie lorccd lhem to grow lo an 
accord with lhe Frencb, as by thcire Ici li es lhey signified unio Your Majesiy, being 
tlie rallier induccd ihcrlo for ibal lhey knew no one ihinge that would drawDon Juan 
sooncr lo a pcace tlien lhe said accorde; that lhe worlde wculd judg lhe same allega- 
cion of Your Majeslie offence to be but an excuse, for that, nolwithstandinge theire 
necessilie long since layd befere Your Majesiy, youe did slill delay lhe givinge of lhe 
bondes; thaï he was sorie to see, as one devoted lo Your Majesiy, lhe great alienacion 
of lhe peoplcs hartes that woulde ensue by ibis délayé niade in a tyme of so great 
necessilie, that it woul[de bave] ben a speciali favour unto lhem that accordinge unto 
theire re[quest] delivered unto us at our first comminge, they had rcecavcd answere 
from Your Majesiy thaï youe meant lo bave no fur[iher] dealinges with them, wheiby 
they might hâve providcd rei [it 1 ] sorce oihcr waje; that they coulde not imagine that 
Yo[ur] Majesiy, havinge sent persons quaiified unto them, whieh wa[s] interpreted as 
an argument of your singuler favour towa[rdes] lhem, that, theire necessitie beinge layd 
so open bef[ore] Your Majesiy, Your Highnes would bave delayed to hâve yelcîed pré
senter rcleife ; ihat ten millions would [noi] stande them in so much steede at any other 
tvme [ .... J poore one hundreth thousande crownes at this tyme, seinge therc was no 
more certeynty to be made of [Your] Majeslys assistance, it woulde behoove them to 
take some other way for theire releife, nolhinge beinge so dangerous for certeyne mis- 
cheifcs then urcerleyne re[medic]. And so, after lhe utteringe of these and sondry [other] 
speechcs of greefe, lie departed from us.

The n[ext day, lhe Prince of Orange rcsorled unto us and with the Count Bossu, gene
ral! of the army, who did [ .....] before us lhe pcrplexed State of theire army being
greally infeclcd with sicknes ihroughe the long cont[inuance] in one place, and yet 
eould not dislodg it wiihou[l] makinge a payment unto the soldiers, which lhey [were] 
not able to perfourme throughly (o theire content withoul Your Majestics assistance
of 200,000 florins or al least one hundreth thousande crownes, !~.....] lhe Siales had
well hoped, uppon our infoi macion unto Your Majesiy of theire necessitie, Your Highnes 
would not hâve abandoncd them, or at least delayed lo yeld lhem présente releife; that 
theire army [was] lyke to growe fruitles after so unestimable [ ..... ] bestowed in lhe 
assemblinge of lhe same havinge alreadie sloode lhem in well ncere lliree millions of 
florins ; thaï, louehinge YourMajesiies offence coneeaved for not steyinge lhe space of ten 
or twelve dnyes (to know your plcasure) belweene them and [lhe] Frencb, wherwiih wc 
did aequayant lhem as one cheif cause of your sley in sigriirge the bondes, lhe wo[rld] 
would jlitige, considering theire necessitie tliai forced thim to passe the same, lhe fur- 
îherance might yclde to the trealie of peacc, and that [the] saide accorde conteyned
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nothinge that was any w[yse] prejudiciall unto Your Majcsly, lhe same beinge quali- 
fied as it was, that your saide offence would be interpreted but for an excuse and délayé, 
wherof tbey sawe wolde ensue a great mislykinge amonge the people, for lhe wbieh 
thev were sory, dependinge as tbey did uppon Your JVIajestye favour. And so concluded 
witli us that, if we could furnish them uppon our crédit with lhe somme of 100,000 
guilderns, they would give us theire perliculer bondes or ostages or any other assu
rance we coulde in reason desire, whereunto we answcred yt we had no credit for the 
takinge up of any such somme, that we hoped ibat Baptista Spinola woulde be here 
oui of bande with the bondes, and that then lhere might be some way taken for theire 
releife.

About Iwo daics a fier that the Prince and the Counte of Bossu had ben with us, we 
were advertised by sondry persons that the general! speech throughout the townc was 
that Your Majesty had witbdrawen your gratious favour from them, that they were 
not (o looke for any further assistance at your bandes, and that it behoved them to pro
vide assistance elswere. Then we lheruppon, for lhestey of the said brute, did acquaynt 
the informers of the same with lhe cause of Your Majestie offence, wheruppon the delay 
in passinge the bondes grew, as also that Your .Majesty was inclyned to continue your 
favorable assistance towardes them, havinge to (liât purpose promised to dispatch lhe 
saide bondes, notwithstandinge the just cause of offence ministred unto youe by such 
as are more inclyned to gratifie France then to shew lhemselves lhankfull towardes 
youe. And, as lheise bruites were given ont in lhe towne, so the lyke were given ont in 
the campe, which had lykly lo bave bred a desperacion of the wliole army, had not 
Duke Casimir honorably imployed himself in steyinge of them, especially bis owne 
troupes, bavinge to that purpose pawned ail bis jewells and plate, which notwithstan
dinge can breede no longe contentaient, so that, if Your Majesties releife corne not out 
of bande, he shall be driven to retyre him self into bis contry, and so lhe whole army to 
disperse them selves, wherby they shall loose such an advantage as here[aftcr] they are 
never lyke to bave, Don Juan’s army beinge thoroug infeccion and discontentment for 
lacke of pay weakned as it is.

Thus, havinge layde before Your Majestie the présenté greefes of this people and the 
br[uit] given out here tendinge to alienate them from your devocion, we referre lhe 
same to Your Majesties grave consideraeion, being infinitly sory to see the people yt 
we[re] so mucli devoted tow'ardes Your Higbnes, lo be now greatly wounded in mynde 
as they arc, being [ ....] to bave rceourse to the frcnch assistance, which [they] do repute 
to be but a dangerous remédie, knowing that they are not caried with the honorable 
cons[ide]racion of theire prcservacion as Your Majesty w[as]. And, where we perceave 
by Mr Somers that Your Majesty resteth not well satisfied for that we [bave] not adver
tised youe of the monethly somme they here collect from tyme to tyme towardes the

T ome X . 102
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mayn[tenance] of theire warres, Your Majesly shall understande, besides our carncst 
dealing with ibe States in thaï behalf, with whose answere lherin Your Majesly hath 
ben by us made acquaynted, we bave also [...] lo learne the same of pertieuler persons 
both by frendsbippe and offers of rewarde, but could never attaync to the knowledge of 
any certeyn[lie], unlil of laie thaï we bave reccaved a noie [which] we send now unto 
Mr Secretary being informed by divers italian marchantes (bat are of judg[gment] and
expérience in sueh causes, that if the m[.....] were well ordened, a million of florins
might be monethly collected for a reasonable, long ty[me] without any great burlben 
to the people.

Antwerpe, ix september 15[78J.
(B rit. M uséum , Galba, C. VI, 2 ' partie, n* 15G.)

MMMMCLV.
Lord Cobham et JValsingham aux lords du Conseil Privé.

( A .N V E R S ,  9  S E P T E M B R E  1 3 7 8 . )

Réponse de don Juan. — Médiation de l’Empereur.

It may please Your Lordships, We ha\e at large layde before Her Majesty the great 
discontenlment the States here bave eonceaved by the despatch retourned by M'Somers. 
What dangerous effecles it is lyke to bringe forth, as we oft tyrnes adverlised both Hcr 
Highnes and Your Lordships, so we eannot prcscntly but greally lanient the same, 
seinge, as we dothe, great and slrange alteracion it hath alreadie wrought in theire 
myndes and generally in the heartes of ali the people otherwyse and before mosl 
affeclionatly devoted to Her Majesty. In which discontenlment of lheirs what part 
we may also hâve, Your Lordships can conceave, when youe consider with us our 
hard happe in that, besides our travayle and payne most failhfully, though not so 
skillfully imployed for the furtherance of ye présente service, and the great charges 
we are at, being of themselves over heavy burthens for us to beare, we are moreover 
eonstrayned lo make tryall of our (rendes for the repayaient of five thousande poundes, 
which uppon most extreeme neccssitie we thought it our duties to see provided for 
the furtherance of yl service and the aïoydinge of the exlremitie we sawe the States 
lyke to fall into, which we were pemvaded Her Majesty would best lyke and accept of. 
But, seinge our fortune is sueh, we rnust beare it as we maye, and with pacience mittigate 
the sharpnes and heavines of that burthen beinge for the présent unseasonably faulinge
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uppon us, consideringe our habililie ministrelh not but very harde meanes for the 
discharge therof.

And, wheras we knowe both Her Majesty and Your Lordships are in expectation 
what further answere is yelded by Don Juan unto ye depulies and whal hope maye 
be conceaved of peace, Your Lordships shall understande as înuch as xve do by the 
coppie of the same answere we send herewith, which the deputies that taried behinde 
us at Lovaine, receaved from Don Juan, and at theire comminge hâve imparted unto us, 
wherby it appearethe that the whole rnatter is by the King of Spain referred to the 
Emperour, who hatiie accepled of it, and, as he writeth to the States, appoynted his 
deputies lo treale of the same, the coppie of which lettre Your Lordships shall also 
receave herewith. What the States will inclyne unto and what tliey meane to answere 
h[im], we knowe not as yet; but, as soone as il is delerm[ined] and shalbe delivered to 
his ambassadour, he hath promis[edJ we shall understande and accordingly we will not 
fay[le] to acquaynt Her Majesty and Your Lordships therwith. T[he] deputies whome 
the Emperour hath appoynted, are the Busshoppe of Trevers, the Archbisshoppe o[f]
Cologne and the Duke of Cleve ; and th’Ambassadour bea[......... ] us in bande there is
good hope of peace, for yt the poinct (liât seemeth to be of most mom[ent] and so of 
greatest difficultie wilbc easily acco[rded], which is the matter of religion because the 
Archbusshoppe [of] Cologne and the Duke of Cleve are dealers in the matter, who for 
feare of danger to theire terrilories by continuance of so great and ho[t] a fier so nigh 
them and not mislykinge as we a[re] informed on Intérim, wilbe forwarde to bring[it] 
to a good and spcedie conclusion, which is witho[ut] hope to be effectuate on this side 
unlesse t[hat] poynt be accorded, so farre forth hathe the [présent] excercise therof by 
the generali consent of the States (akcn footinge in the most part of a[ll] townes in Bra
bant, Flanders, Fryslande, Gelders.

Antwerp, 9 septe[ember] 1S78.
(British Museum, Gulba, C. VI, 2' partie, n ' 157.)

MMMMCLVI.
Lord Cobham à lord Bnrleigh.

t Anvers, 9 septembre 1378.)
Mécontentement extrême du peuple et du duc Casimir.

My good Lorde, As in my former letlers I bave wretteyn to Yowr Lordeshyp that 
thys pepcll, lo put awaye the yowke of Spaync, will take them sellfes to enye prynce
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or maslcr, so now playnellcy I see tbat, liavyrg oonllyc doclarcd lier Majcslics answer 
browgbt b) Mr Soomcrs to tbe Pryncc of Orayngo, tbc Marqnys of Hawcrck and llic 
Coontc of Cossu, wyclic ver sccnt to us by tbe States at (woo soondry tymes for sup- 
plyc of thc moncyyn tliis llicr gréai ncccssctye, a brcwt ys gcvcn owt tbat Hcr Majeste 
batlie as yt were forsaken tliem, wycbe bredetbc suebe allleratioon bere yn tboes tbat 
dependetb oon Her Majestés favor, and suche a confution yn tbe camppc, as vvlie vver 
credcblye enformyd tbat yt vas lekellcy to bc broken, suebe ys llicr desperat state. 
Howe unbappcllay tliis answer cam, Your Lordcsbyp maye judge, wlieync tbc bur- 
gesses of Landerseyc, Ivenoye and Bawaye wer bere and refuscd to oppeyn tlie gates to 
tlie Frcyncbe, tliowgh tlie States liadde wrclync unto tliem. Tlicy bave, as farc as tlier 
tresurs vvoolde suffer, scynl every regemeynt soorn paye, but so small yt ys tbat j t  
nether eontentytbe tlie coronelles, nor yct tlie soldeares; but tlie plage ys suebe, and 
(lie gronc wlier tlicy laye so steynckyde tbat tbey ver forced to passe tbe rever, and 
so to goo to a village called Wavcren, vvitbyn tvoo legges of Lowayn. Wbat vvill fol
io w of tliis confution and of tliis armye compoondyd of discontcdyd parsoones, Yovvr 
Lordcsbyp maye escllye judge. Tliis 1 can assure yovv tbat tbc pepell vvill noo loynger 
depende uppoon uncerlentjes, for now tlie stayndc uppoon makyng and maring, and vt 
wlie doo wbat wbe can to slaye tliem froom (akyng a desperat corses, puttyng tliem yn 
lioppe tbat, uppoon owr retoorn, wbeyn lier Majeste sbalbe tbrowghtlye enformyd of 
tbc state of tlier affayres, tbat sbe will not abandon tliem, but take soom otber resolu- 
tioon tbat sbalbe to llicr comforl. Casimcrus ys mosle unsatisfyed tbat, bavyng recevcd 
suebe letters froom Her Majeste tbat sbe vvill not abandoon liini, and beryng tbat tbe 
boyndes of 100,000 liv. to be revoced, wberbye bc boped to liawc ben payde, lie ys 
now grone to a marvelus discontentatioon, yn so muclic wbe bave ben tooldc by an 
boneste parsoon tbat, yf soom order ver not taken to content bim, be vvoolde doo tbat 
sbulde bc to Hcr Majestés dislegyng. W be maye tbink owr scllfcs mosle unfortunat (o 
be imployed yn suebe a negosiatioon, tbat ys lek to bave suebe an issew. I lioppe tbe 
worlde ville wetnes tbat wbe bave netber spared lyvfc or travcll to awaynce lier 
Majestés sarvis; but, if tbe successe bc barde, tbe fawlltc ys not ov rs. W be bave vre- 
tync at leyngbl to Her Iligbtncs, and bave, as wbe lioppe, satisfycd ber yn ail tbinges, 
wycbe afor wbe refferred to Mr Soomercs, a parsoon vcll known to lier Higbtnes and 
to My Lordes; but, seyng ovr sarvjs bere ys unprolitable to lier Majeste, I praye Yowr 
Lordesbyp to be a menés to revoke us boome. And tbys I commyl Yowr Lordcsbyp to 
Allmyghty God.

Anlvlierp, tbe 9 of september anno 1578.
{Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 6.)
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MVIMMCLV1I.
Walsingham au comte de Sussex.

(Anvers, 9 septembre -1378.)

Fâcheuses conséquences de l'irrésolution de la reine. — Médiation de l’Empereur.

By your letters of the 29 of august, 1 pcrccave tliat [you] left lier Majesty at the 
tyme of your departure from Court in very good disposicion lo dispatcli tlie bondes [for] 
the 28m liv., which since liatb falicn oui quitc contrary, [Mr] Somers beinge rclourned 
bitber and tlie matter no [more] dispatebed, wliich balli bred bcrc in tbcm an opinion 
tliat there is no furtlier aecompt to bc made of Hcr [Majcstys] assistance and (bat (bere- 
fore it behooYclh to l[ake] sonie otlier course and not lo dépend uppon sucli unce[rtain] 
relcife as tliey receave from tbenee, whicli liatli hiilifcrto] rallier turned to theire liarme 
tlien tlieire good, as [tbey] do gcnerally protest, so tliat it is berc publicqly gi[ven] out 
tliat Her Majesty balli utterly (orsaken tbem, wlierin tliouglie we do wbat \ve can to 
niake tbem [to] conceave somc betler opinion of Hcr Majesty favour [tojwardes tbem, 
ycl can wc not prcvayle. By wb[al] advise tliis comclb lo passe tliat Her Majesty is no 
better inclyned to performe tliat was promised and to contincw these peoples devocion 
towardes ber, I cannot imagine; but, whosoever lie be tliis, I knowe (liai lie nellier lovetli 
Her Majesty, nor benefitetli the King of Spaync thaï is autbor llicrof, beinge very appa
rent tliat thèse conlries are lyke not only to be alienated from tlie said King ofSpayne 
in possession, but also from tlie Crovvnc of Englandc in devocion, vvbicli 1 do greatly 
lament without bopc of remédié.

By tlie inclosed coppie of tlie lettre direeted to My Lords, wbicli I sende Your 
Lordsliips liere witliall, as also tlie coppie of Don Juan’s answerc lo the proposi- 
cions of peace cxliibited, youe maye sce wbat issue our treatic balli taken. Tb’Em- 
perour liatb latly written botb to tlie Archdukc bis brotlier and to tlie States liere 
yt tlie King of Spayne hath comitted wbolly tlie compoundinge and pacificinge of 
tbese troubles unto liini, before tbe comminge of whicli lettres we tliouglit tlie 
saide answerc sent willi our last despalcb to be but a delay invented by Don Juan 
to winne lyme. And nowe, eonsideringe witli many otlier circumstances tlie smallncs of 
bis forces beinge comparcd witli tlie States, tlie infeccion of tbe plaguc botb in bis 
campe and divers of tbe townes lie lioldetb, the scarcitie botb of money and victualis 
wliich bis soldiers susteyne, beinge yet unpaide for eyglit monetlies past and out of bope 
almost to be releived of cytlier for tliat tbe passage of bis treasure through France is eut
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of and Monsr liath also taken uppon liim (o stey thc supply of such victualis, muni- 
cions and other neccssarics as lie was wont to bave ont of the said realmc, we judge 
that, if lhe Kings lettres wlierin lie did write unto him of his comillinge of the matter 
unto th’Emperours arbilrament, had not corne so soone, lie would bave ben content to 
yelde to the peace with the condicions propounded hy the States rallier then to 
put in hasarde the losse of the conlries and his whole fortune, and thcrfore thincke 
the comminge of the same lettres to hâve ben very unfortunate at that tyme; for nowe 
the Emperour, havinge made choise of the Bushopps of Trêves and Collen, and the 
Duke of Cleve to deale by way of mediacion for him in the matter, t[hey] will of neces- 
sitie be so longe before lhey can m[eet] with suche as sbalbe deputed by the States, as 
it [is] to be doubted there will followc some conflict [by] theire meelinge betweene Don 
Juan and lhe States, whose campe is now to march forwardes, and Don Juan, wherin 
if they bave the upper liande, Hcr Majesty, by reason of her not assistinge them a[t] this 
tyme of theire extreeme necessitie, shall not be able to sticke such a stroke emong 
them but that lhey will runne what course lhey th[incke] best them selves. And, if Don 
Juan get the vi[ctorie], it is then to be thought yt be will stande uppon barder termes 
then hertofore he hath donne and thaï the affaires here are Iyke to take other trayne. 
Seinge it pleasclh God to direct the course of lhe cause as he doih, lhe successe is 
to Him to be c[om]mitled.

Sory I am that Your Lordships hath so ill r[eason] to repayre to the Bath as My 
Lady your wyv[es] sicknes, who I pray God may reccave such g[ood] by the said Bath 
as may be to the confort [of] youe bothe.

Antwerp, 9 september 1578.
(B rit. Mus., Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 488.)

MiVJMMCLVIII.
JValsingham à lord Biirleùjh.

(Anvers, 9 septembre 1578.)

Déplorables résultats de la mission qu’il a remplie. — On dit que le roi d’Espagne désire la paix.

My verry good Lord, As Your Lordship wrytethe, he had neade to be furnished 
with patyence, that shall deale in sooche sower servyce as we are imployed in, being 
almost ashamcd to shewe owre faces abrode, having interteyned them heere with hope
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of the contynewaunce of Her Majeslies favor, and nowe in the ende, when lhey stood 
in grealest need of her assislaunce, to be as yt wcre quyte abandoned. Besydes lhe 
alyenatyon of this contrye peoples harles from Her Majesty, which eannot but be pery- 
louse bothe unto herselfe and ber reaime, yt wyll rcnder Her Highness hatefull to the 
world, many barde speecbes being geven owt ageynst ber, which, as we beare with 
greefe, so can not Your Lordship but also rcade with greefe, yf we sboold set down the 
same, and therfor forbeare to make mentyon therof. To bave ail the worlde your ene- 
mys at once, yt is greatly dowbted you wyll relurne Monsieurs ministers unsatysfyccd, 
which yf yt so corne to passe, then doe 1 not knowe any prynee whos frendeship you 
may assure your selves of. The King of Navar and Prince of Conde are to learne, by 
your dealynges with the Prince and States heere, wbat lhey are to looke for in the 
tyme of ther necessyte. And, as for Duke Casemir, he dothe curse the tyme that ever 
be dcpartcd owt of bis contrey, seing Her Majesty dealethe so cowldely in thés causes, 
cspetyally fyndyng her nowe growe hatefull to this people, and he him selfe for her 
sake the les esteemed. Howe unplesaunt yt is to be imployed in so unfortunat a ser- 
vyce, thinges faulyng owt as they doe, I leave to Your Lordships good judgement. W e 
doe wbat we may to remove the dyscontenlement and for the slave of this people front 
running a desperat coorse, by puttyng them in compforle that, when Her Majestye 
sltall be by us trulye informed al owre retorne of the slate of ther affayres, then she 
wyll take some sooche resolutyon as shall be to ther contentement. But, when they 
aske us what assueraunce they may hâve therof, to induee them to relye theruppon, 
seing howe former resolutyons hâve taken no better effect, we knowe not what to 
awntswer, and yet are we not sylent, thowghe owre awntswers do neyther salysfye 
them, nor owre selves. So that this myschefe growethe irréparable thorowghe dystrust 
of performaunce of that which hereafler may be promysed for ther releafe. 1 knowe 
therfor no other helpe but a peace, which myghl the more easely be browght to passe 
yf, by Her Majesties assystaunce, ther armye nowe in felde myght be maynteyned in 
good cownlenaunce and union for the space of Uvo monelhes : which I feare greatly 
for lacke of paye wyll otherwyse faule owt.

The King of Spayne is wearye of the warres, espetyally for that his retorne owt of 
the Indyas (besyde the feare he hathe of the Frenche) fauleth not owt accordyng to 
his exspectatyon, having, as I am credybly informed, browght from thence only 900,000 
ducats, wher as herctofore he was wonte to hâve twomyllyons at the least from thence. 
Besydes, I thinke Don Jhon shall fynde his expectatyon frustrate towching 100,000 
ducats which he lookcd for from Genua for the contcnlyng of his sowldyars, being 
adverlyced from thence that ther is only sent thither owt of Spayne for lhe payment of 
his armye 70,000 ducats : which can not but hasten the pcace, espelyally yf lhe States 
campe myght be enabled to contynewe in lhe felde during the treatye.
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And so, having nothing cils presently to imparte unto Your Lordships, hopyng by 

jour honorable furlberaunce tliat llier is order laken for owre retorne, 1 most humbly 
take my leave.

From Anlwerp, lhe xilh of septembre 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLIX.

Walsingham au docteur Wilson.
(AüVERS, 9 SEPTEMBRE 1578.)

Ressources dont disposent les Etats. — Le pouvoir n’est pas entre les mains de la noblesse qui eût 
déjà traité avec le roi d’Espagne, mais du peuple qui est dévoué au prince d'Orange. — 
Celui-ci, voyant les hésitations d’Élisabeth, favorise les Français.

Sir, I finde by the course of your doingcs, as appea[relh] by lhe late answere sent by 
31' Somers, that, a [s] youe saye, ralher destiny thon pollicie taketh p[lace] witli youe, 
wherof I feare lhere will faul ont sh[ortly] very dolorous cffectes. I hope your self and 
the rest of My Lords can wiltnes with us that botli [in] our generali and parliculer let
tres we hâve layd ope[n] the aparant perills that are lykly to faul ou[t], unlesse there be 
used tymely prevencion. And, as [we] bave therin discharged our duties, so do \ve 
und[erstande] by Mr Somers that My Lords there hâve donne [the] offices of good and 
faillifull counsellers in persfwadinge] or ralher pressinge Her Majesly to releive the 
présent necessitie of the States so apparently layd before her. I pray God there be no 
.................... that diswade fier Majesty from doinge that which both honor and pol
licie requireth, whosoever lhey be. [The] dangerous issue that is lyke to foiloweof such 
advices, will in tyme give her just cause to curse tiiem, whome she shall finde to be 
her most perillous ennemies and myslykers of her prosperous gouverment. But, in the 
meane tyme, the perrill that may followe tlierof, is lykly to growe irréparable and cannot 
be redressed by the punishment that may be inlended uppon such pernitious instru
mentes. I hope, ere the receipt of this lettre, there wilbe order given for our returne, 
our taryinge beinge now as it were a death unto us, for that we are ashamed to looke 
men in the face, having borne them in bande from tyme to tyme that, though the assis
tance demanded w'ere deferred, yel Her Majesty would not fade in th’ende to yeld them
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such satisfaccion as should be to theire contentment. [ woulilc for myne owne part ihat, 
when lier Majestie appoynted me first to l!ie service, 1 hnd ben confinecl to two yeres 
imprisonment, seinge the successe to faille out such as it doth.

Toucliinge the inclosed note whicli I send youe in ibis packet of the state of lheire 
monethly receipt for the mayntenance of thewarres, wherof tbere is mcncion madcin 
our lettre directed to lier Majestie, I will not warrant it to be true; but I hope before my 
retourne to get a perfect note tlierof. And, where it seemeth by Hcr Majestis lettres that 
she tbincketli the comit tinge of Champigny and the intended appréhension of Monsr 
de Hesse will breed some dangerous alteracion, surely, Sir, he that knoweth the state 
of thinges here and considerelh that the cheefest strength and authoritie of this 
goverment consistelh of ye townes, shall manifestly see that neylher the comittinge of 
them, nor of half a dozen of the best can breede any great change; for, if the nobilitie 
did cary that sway here that they do eyther in France or Englande, the King of Spayne 
had ben at the end of the warrs ere this. And, ns for ye townes, they seeme altogelher 
to be devoted to the Prince. Notwithstandinge, silice th’accord made witli the French, 
wliich they coneeave to proceade cheifly from him, a great part of that good will is 
diminished. Touching the Prince’s devocion to the French, wherof I grow dayly more 
and more jalons, I cannot impute but to our uncerlayne dcalinge, but herof we shall 
talk more at large at my retourne.

Antwerp, the Oseptember 1578.
(Brilish Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n* 158.)

M .M M M C L X .

Lord Cobham et IFaldnqham au docteur fFilson.
(A n v e r s ,  9  s e p t e m b r e  1 5 7 8 .)

Ils ont cru devoir intervenir pour pre'vcnir la dispersion de l'armce du duc Casimir.

Sir, As we were closing up this packct, lhere [came] unto us one Zuleger, servant to 
Duke Casimir, wbo d[eelarcd] unlo us bowe thaï at this last payday, which was saterday, 
wheras Lis master looked for liftie thousande florins which was due to his reiters, he 
coulde receave [onely] twentie thousande, whcreupon his reiters grew to such a dis- 
contenlmcnt that they protested prcscnlly that, unlcsse they might receave theire whole 

Tome X. 103
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paye wiiliin these tliree dayes, ihey would serve no longer, but reiurne from whence 
tbey came. Fea[ring] vvhieh inconvenience liie said Zuleger came unto [us] yesterday 
to request us lo finde the meanes [to] furnisb bis master vvilh twenty thousand florins. 
We answered him we could not, and yct notwithstandinge did the best we coulde, 
though we had small encouragment by the hard Iiapp we h[ad] of our former dea-
linges, to engage our selves p [ .....] ; but the necessitie of the service movcd us, whicl»
we saw might be greatly advanced tberby, as [by] default and want therof it will 
reccave great hinderance; for, if it so fall ont lliat uppon this occasion Casimir and
bis forces do d[..... ], it will greatly préjudice the whole cause, [and] ail the prepara-
cions tbey bave made this so[mmcr], will come lo none effect, wbereas otherwyse, if 
tbey might bave ben fournished witb tbat tbey demande, the whole camp might bave 
ben kept in so good order duringe the treatic of peace as tbat the enemy would bave 
ben y[e] ratber moved to condiscende to reasonable condicions.

Antwcrp, the 9 september 15[78].
{British Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 159.)

MMMMCLXI.

JValsingham au docteur Wilson.
(9 SEPTEMBRE 11578 )

Nouvelles plaintes.

Sir, Yf it be good to bave tbeise contries possessed by the French and alienated in 
good will from the Crowne of England, lhen youe bave returned M 'Somers witb a good 
dispatch. But, if nothing can be more prejudiciall to the Crowne and State of England 
then such a resolution as may minister just cause of alienation, tben bave youe comitted 
a moste dangerouse (I will not say an irrécupérable) errour. For surely tbeise people 
meane no longer to dépend upon jour uncertenties, wbo are the more greved for tbat 
tbey shalbe forced tbereby to bave recourse to a moste dangerouse remedy, such as 
may be termed : mededna morbo deterior. W e do what we can to helpe the matter; 
and, to stay lhem from takinge a desperat resolution, we put lliem in som hope tbat 
upon our reiurne Hcr Majestie by us shalbe throughly enfourmed of the State of tbeir
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affaires, [and] that she will lake som olher resolution that shalbe to their comfort : 
which, thogli it bredeth som contentment in them for a tyme, yet, when they weigh the 
uncertenty of formour resolutions and bowe subject tbey are to chandges and howe 
dangerouse it is for certaine diseases to be releeved by uncertaine remedies, they then 
dispaire to receave any good from tbence. lier Majestie sball never bave the lyke occa
sion to do them good, as she might by yelding the relief they demaunded, the estate 
of their affaires standinge there upon making or marring; but thinges past cannot be 
called back againe. Your strandg procedingcs with them of Scotland, by sending away 
their minister discontented, maketh me (lie lesse to wonder at your dealinges with those 
of this contry. The considération of both doth geve me just cause to thinck that there 
hangeth over that reaime, which hetherto hath bene blessed under Her Majesties 
governement with a rare quiclnes, som moste dangerous storme. And the rather I am 
led so to feare for that I am enformed by Mr Somers thaï no prince could be more 
faithfully and earnestly delt withall by councellors then Her Majestie hath bene by 
bers : wherein lie tellelh me no man could deale more faithfully and effeclually then 
your self. Where the advice of faithfulll counselors cannot prevaile with a prince of 
Her Majesties rare judgment, it is a signe that God hath elosed up Her Majesties hart 
from seeing and executing that which may be for her safety, which we that love hcr 
and dépend of her fortune, cannot but with grief thinck of. Particularly My Lord 
Cobham and I hâve cause to thinck ourselves moste unforlunate to be employed in a 
légation that is lyke to hâve so hard an issue. But I hope the World can witnesse with 
us that there hath lacked no good will in us to do that which duty and our calling 
required. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXII.

fFilliam Davison an comte de Leicester.
(9 SEPTEMBRE 1578.)

Mouvements de l’armce. — La Cour se rendra à Bruxelles. — Les habitants du Quesnoy refusent 
de recevoir les Français. — Procès de Champagncy.

My especiall good Lorde, I wrote unto Your Lordship a lyne or two on sondaie last 
by the ordinarie poste. Since, our campe is removed to Kempenhout on the further side



820 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
of lhe rj ver, lillle more then a lcague from the place whcre it was, whencc il is thought 
il shall againe dislodge this night or to morrowe, but whether in mynde lo seeke out 
th’enymye, to attempt Lovain or lo intrenclic tliem selves in some otlier place betwene 
it and Bruxells, is yet in expectation.

The Court is to remove from hence within a daie or two unto Bruxells, aswell to 
geve conlentment unto the Bruxellcrs, vvho bave bine longe sulcrs for it, as to drawe 
tliem tbe rallier lo agrée lo the renovation of the moyens générons expired the last 
monthe, whercin tlicy musle breake lhe ice to the rest of the townes.

Of the Duke [of] Arscholes négociation in Heaynallt \ve doe yet here nothinge. The 
townes wliich by th’accord shoulde be ycldcd up lo Monsieur, especially they of Ques- 
noy, bave sincc his departure sent liither their deputics to déclare unto lhe States their 
resolution rallier to die then to sulïer tliem selves to be dismembred from the rest of 
the eounlryc, disavowinge the auclorytie of lhe States to make anie suche alienatione in 
their behalfe, wliere upon the Abbot of Maroilles is dispalcbed unto tliem to see whether 
lie can induce tliem lo anie belter termes, thoughe some thincke lie lialhe neither com- 
myssion, nor will to press tliem muehe in that belialf. The nomber of tbe Frenche, 
gevin out lo be 10 or 12,000, dollie not yet, as we lieare, rnuclie exceade the lialf.

Tli’Abbot of Gertruyl and the Counscller Lysvelt are sent [to] Bruxells to take 
information against Champagni, who from lhe liouse of Monsieur de Riove at Gant is 
nowe translatcd into the Pallace, wliere the rest of lhe prysoners remayne.

{Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXHI.
Le comte de Leicesler à JFalsingham.

(WûRSTED, tO  SEPTEMBRE 1 5 78 .)

On attend le duc d’Alençon en Angleterre. — Froid accueil fait à Junius envoyé du duc Casimir.

Good Mr Secretary, I wrole to you of late, and, by cause I bave no belter hope of our 
procedinges bore lhan at that tyme I wrotc to you, I can say lhe less now, but am 
sorrey in my barte to see the slacke determynalions that ar here, fearing they musl 
torne in the end lo Her Majesties ulter harme.

We make ccrteyn aecompt here of Monsieurs eoming, albeyt Her Majestie hath



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 82 f
geven no liope to his messenger of spede, but to lakc bis adventure, which lliey say he 
wyll doe.

Duke Casimeres servant, Junius, had but a cold welcomc, nor yet so good wordes 
for his master as seurly lie desircth. The man ys mucli greved and sball sbortly be 
dyspached, God knowtli howe, but wilh lytle contentation I dowbt. I am here pre- 
sently at Worsled, and ibis wensday morning am retorning ageyn to (lie Court. God 
send good news from jour partes, and the best that my thinkes wyll serve, ys a pcace.

The bandes for the monney ar sent; you se uppon wlial eondylyons. I fear crcdylt, 
honour and ail wylbe in hazzard. Well, I wold you were at home, and a couple of 
greater folkes in your place rallier than 1,000 liv. God send you well and safely as I 
wysbe to my self.

In som hast reddy to horsbacke, having no betler news to wryte, this x of sep- 
tember.

I trust you doe and sball hear thaï 1 bave [nol] fayld to dyschardge my deutye for 
myne advyce in lhese mallers, and so sball doe, God willing.

(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. G.)

MMMMCLX1V.

Le comte de Sussex à IValsingham.
( B a TH, 12 SEPTEMBRE 1S78.)

Scs vœux pour la conclusion de la paix avec don Juan.

Sir, I receyved your lelteres of the xxxiu,b of the last the viu,h of ibis présent, sent 
unto me from Mr Secrelary Wylson. By reason of my absens I could not speke witb 
the messenger to whom you referred me, but Wroth, beyng dyspatched from the Cort 
to me before the commyng of your messenger, but not departed, did bryng by mowth 
the reporte of your advertysmentes, amongst which I was very gladd to here that ther 
was a liope of further dealyng in the pease to some good effect, a matter which yf it 
maye lake good effect, wylbe of greate moment and benyfyt to Her Majeste, as I do take 
it, and, except Her Majeste can inclyne her liarte otherwyse than hetherto she hathe 
don, is, I beleve, the onely meane to défend her from her grettest and most immynent 
perrelles. And therfor for her honour, for her suerty and for the benyfyte bothe of her
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persone and of her State, I do wyshe it, and so alwayes hâve don, even from the bottorn 
of my harte. It is lyke that Don John vyll not yeld so far to lhe States as they requyre, 
nor the States to him so farre as he rcquyreth of them selves, for that lhe dyffydence 
and myslyke on both sydes be grcte, but it may be, yf the imbassators of lhe three 
prynces do ernestly joyne togetlier, they maye, partely by perswasyons and partely by 
bolde specbes, draw etlier syde to deelyne sumwhat from ther awne wylles and to yeld 
to that maye in ail respectes be honorabell and convenyent. Sueh force, I am perswa- 
ded, those imbassators specbes and doynges maye bave, yf they be strongly warran- 
ted and joyncd in one by ther prynces that scnde them, and suehe good favih mente 
as the honor and justyce of the cause doth requyre. Thus you see howe bold I am to 
wryte my simpell opynyon upon every oceasyon, wherby I maye etlier dyscarge my 
dewty to Her Majeste or the parte of a frende to you, in delyveryng the boltom of my 
thoughies in ail thinges, which I wyshe maye prove as well in ail the causes he deale 
in as I would, they should in eny wherin myself should bave the lyke dealynges.

From Bathe, the xulllof september 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXV.

La reine d’Angleterre à lord Cobham et à fVahingham.
( L IT L E -H a DAM, do SEPTEMBRE lo ï8 .  )

Ils engageront les Etats à licencier une partie do leurs forces et à restreindre celles du duc d’Alençon 
pendant les négociations avec don Juan. — Leur retour en Angleterre est autorisé.

Right (rusty, etc., We bave receved your letters of the ixlh of this monelh, and upon 
consyderation, amonges other thinges, bave thought mele to commaunde you to deale 
with lhe States, that, forasmoche as a pacification is offred, and thaï the same is in the 
power of th’Empereurs deputes by order from our good brother King Philip to make 
the same, you will so deale with the States and with those that ar from th’Empercur, 
that, bycause the matter is of great force, both lhe partves woold be contented to lessen 
tlieir forces, and the States to scnd awaye part of their powers as they may, that, lhe 
nombre being qualified, they might with lesse charges take the longer tyme to deale 
for agreement, and that Monsieur might also be delt withali, not to call forces unto
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Iiim otherwise llien nécessite slnild requier, if the States and Don John woold agréé 
to the lessening of their forces. And, wheras the cause of religion is the chiefest matter 
wlterby th’accord is like to be indered, we woold wislie that an Intérim might be agreed 
upon for the sanie until the generali assemblée of the States might order it, and therin 
we woold wishe that you imployed your best indeavoirs with the States and olhers to 
bring this matter of the Intérim  to sum good pass, wherby, upon more deliberalyon 
berafter, the doctrine might be the better established, and the religion by commun 
assent more certainly set downe and agreed uppon. And, for your retourn to our pré
sence, we leave that to your own considération, that, if your abode there for a certain 
space might be for our better seiviec, then you to tary a longer lyme, otherwise fyn- 
ding no cause for your longer absence, to mnke your indelayed repayre homeward to 
our presence.

Geven under our signet at the manour of Litle-Haddam, the xvth of septembre 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. C; Brit. Mus., Galba, C. Vf, 2' partie, n° J69.)

MMMMCLXYT.
Le docteur Wilson à lord Cobham et à Walsinfjham.

(L IXLE -H AD A )I, 18 SEPTEMBRE 1578.)

La reine d’Angleterre persiste dans sa résolution. — Nouvelles de France et de Portugal.

Right honorable, I did yesterdaie, immcdiatly upon the receyte of your letters, not 
onely delyver to Her Majestie the letters directed to Her Highnes, but also did reade to 
lier tliose letters written to My Lordes of the Cownsel, together with Don Jhoris ans- 
wer and the Empereurs letler to the States. It pleased Hcr Majestie, after a litle consi
dération had of the affayres there, to commande me to sende the sayde writinges to My 
Lord Treasurer, beeing gone not past twoe howers before to Tybaldes, and to require 
bis judgement, whose opinion is, as by Hcr Majesties lelter maye appeare. As for the 
bondes, botli Mr Yice-Cliamberlayne and I did what wee cowlde, and My Lord Trea
surer also did write that for the monye for the whiche yow did geave your crédité, he 
thought it verie reasonable that you showlde bee discharged, but it fel out that Her 
Majestie woulde not bee altered frome her former détermination sent by Mr Somers. 
And farther I was wylled to saye unto yow that, for the monye borowed and to bee had,
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whelher the same was asked for necessitie or for plcasure. Yf for nccessitie, why did 
lhey not ilelyver gages (o lielpe lliemselfes in exlremitie, seeinge lhey hâve good store? 
Yf lhey asked monye for plcasure, lhen llie lending maye bec sparcd. Moreovcr, where 
tlie Marquis chargeth lier Majeslie vvilb breaehe of promyse, 1 am wylled to require 
yow to tel bym tliat the States and he hâve broken promyse, wbo, upon the first monye 
receaved of the 100,000 liv. bonde, did stipulate tliat the 20,000 liv. and lhat whiehe 
the Marquis receaved bere for bymselfe, sbowlde bee repayed to lier Majeslie backe 
agayne, whiehe hatb not been parformed. And this is it tliat most offendetb Her 
Highncs, and lherfore is lothe to lende any more, but upon betler assurance lhan 
eitber ynke or paper. Yf yow knew «liât liatb been doone bere for more liberal len- 
dynge, 1 dare make yow judge for the clearynge of lheir innocencie tliat hâve been 
cliief dealers. But, upon jour retourne, yow shal understande more, by several confé
rence and open déclaration of yourown service, when the malter shal cumme in tryal.

1 doe sende yow herewith cnclosed certayne writinges, whiehe came frome our 
ambassadour in France, and are meele for your readinge lhere and to bee comniu- 
nicated to wbome yow shal thynke meete.

Yf the newes bee trew that the Kynge of Portingale was wholly distressed in Africa 
the 4 of august last, lhen I thynke a peace wylbee the sooner concluded.

Thus in hayst fayre yow wel.
Frome the Cowrte at Litle-Haddam, this 15 of september 1578.

(Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. G.)

MMMMCLXVII.

Le docteur Wilson à William Davison.
( 1 5  SEPTEMBRE 1 5 7 8 . )

II s’en réfère à sa lettre à Walsingham.

Sir, I send you backe againe your servaunt, wbome I knowe you hâve longe looked 
for, and wolde be glad to write unlo you by him, bothe in myne owne hand and more 
at large, yf 1 were not ovenveryed wilh busines : which I praye you to take for myne 
excuse at tliis lime, referring you to Mr Secretary Walsingham for your farder instruc
tion of our doinges and proceedinges bere, in whose letters 1 hâve written more amplye,
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and doubte not but you shalbe made acquainted with the contentes of the sanie. And 
therefore with my very harty commendations, I bid you fare well.

From the Courte, at Mr Capels house, tbe 15,h of september 1578.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXVIII.
Daniel Rogers à Walsingham .

(I.1TLE-H.ADAM , do SEPTEMBRE '1578. )

Il serait utile de retrouver les instructions données par Requesens à Mendoça.

Right honorable, lt dolh not a little greave me (liat Your Honnour, bavinge bene so 
longe tyme without the realme, it liai h not bene my fortune to hâve bene présent to 
th’intent I might hâve shewed somme service unto you for tbe manifolde courtesies 
which I bave receaved at your bandes. Wherfore, havinge bene slayed bere, eversence 
Your Ilonnours departure, and hindred to doo suche dewties unto you as I gladdely 
would bave donne, I Itave not ccased, as one bebolden infinilly unto you, to pray unto 
tbe Allmigbtie for your prosperitie, for tbe compassinge of your desires and for tbe 
conservation of your health : which I bave donne with more earnestnes, for that I under- 
stoade Your Honour lo hâve to doo with Don Juan, of whome I was moar affeared, lest 
he might cause you to be prescnted with a spannishe figge, (lien I was affeared of tbe 
plague at Lovain; for I doo not doubt but that Don Juan, who hath good advertis- 
mentes out of Englandc of sucb as favour him, knowetb by them, whoe be his frendes 
and whoe be bis foes, and therfore was well advertised (bat Your Honnour was noue of 
them that désirés bis deseigncs lo lake cffect. God be praysed, wee understande Your 
Honnour hath belbcrto bene in good health, and yesterday cammc Capitaine Cock- 
burne to Haddam (where the Court is at Mr Cappelles), who aflirmetb that yow never 
werc in better health then you were wbcn he leaft yow. Mary, he alleageth a reason, 
which is thaï he counsclled Your Honnour to drinek nolhinge but rennisshe wyno, 
which be affirmeth to be tbe besl phisicke Your Honnour can finde for your body.

For the reasl, it may please Your Honnour to beare in myndc how that yow wroatc 
unto me in aprill lasl, beinge then beyonde the seas, that I should deale with Zvewen- 
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ghem or some olher for the obtayninge of a coppie of Bernardo Mendoza his instruc
tions, which he had of the Commandator-Maior, at bis first comminge to Englande, 
about four yeares past : of which matter if Your Ilonnour speak with Boscott or cause 
the Prince to deale with him hcrin, I pcrswade myselfe lie can and will greatly satisfîe 
your request.

Thus, leaving to trouble Your Ilonnour, I beseche the Allmightie of his mercy, for 
Christes sake, to blesse Your Ilonnour and to prosper ali your good endevours.

From the Court at Iladdam, in post hast, (his 15 ofseptember 1578.
The bearcr hcrof, Zoleher, desireth he may cary Your Ilonours letter unto Sturmius : 

who had no allowance from hence for suche letters as he caryeth.
(Record office, Papers o f Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMSICLXIX.

William Davison à . . .
(Vers le lo  septembre -1S78.)

Le comle de Lalaing a clé arreté à Valenciennes. — Au Quesnoy et à Landrecies on refuse de recevoir 
les Français. — Mouvements militaires. — Troubles à Bois-le-Duc.

It maie plcase Your Ilonour, I forbeare herein to write anie thinge unto Your 
Honour in aunswere of tbat point of your letter which 1 receivid yesterdaye concer- 
ninge the bandes whercunto the deliverie of tliem is lied, bicause I thincke My Lords 
hâve at large acquaintid you with the difïïculties in tbat behaulf.

I will therefore in tbeis onlic ad vise you of such particuler accidentes as the tyme 
hatb brought fourllie sinccmy lastc, amongest which the moslc important is th’appre- 
hension of the Count Lalain bapenid on wensdaie laste at Valenciennes upon ibis occa
sion. They bave therc a watcli tower whcrin they alwaies kepe on to observe what
horsemen corne into tbere towne and accordinge to there nom ber.......................Lalain
cominge tliilbcr with 40 or 50 horseand enteringe without anye such warninge given, 
the bruite ranne ymediallie about the towne tbat the Counte Lalain was corne to sur
prise them with cerlein horsemen and tbat they w'eare betrayed. Whereupon the bur- 
gers put themselves generallie in armes and cominge to the market place founde the



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 827
Counte retyrid into tlie lowne-howse lo avoide (lie furye of lhe people, which was not 
a litle augmenlid by the follye of one of Lis mcn who Lad strikcn a burger in the face. 
The magistrates, lioaringe of this tumulte, came to the lowne-howse wheare they sought 
by ail meanes lo apease lhe people, excusing the Count Lalain and blaming the négli
gence of the walcheman, who, beinge immediatly sent for by certcn burgcrs and exa- 
myned why be bad not done bis dutye in giving warninge of tbeentrye of theis horse- 
men, aunswerid hc bad ben cbarged to tLe contrarye by the magistrales themselves. 
Whereupon the people, cryenge on ail sides : « Treason! Trcason ! », did likewise laye 
bandes on the magislrates and committed (hem to prison in the lowne-howse with the 
Count, wheare they do yet remayne, expeclinge what wilbe the issue of this popular 
tumulte againste them, wherof this is asmuchc as we do yet understande.

The townes of Quesnoy, and Landrccics will yet by no meanes yeld to reccavc the 
Frenche who expecting a deliverie of thés townes and resolution of the States for lher 
joininge with the reste of there forces, in both which they finde no haste satisfaction.

Certein eompanies of Frcnche cmployed by Madame de Boullyon bave this last week 
surprised the caslle of Sancy in Luxcnbourge some tyme belonginge to the Duke Bul- 
lion, wherin they bave fownde great quanlitye of wheate and wynes of Don John’s pro- 
visyon.

Our camp are nowe about Waveren almoste lhe ntid-wayc betwcnc Lovaine and 
Geblours in full minde to seeke ont th’cncmye and to give htm battaile, who, as we 
heare, halh intrenchid himself not faire from Namurc, attcnding his newe succours ont 
of Germanye, aswell of horsemen conductid by lhe Duke of Laounburge, of the bouse 
of Saxe, as fotemen levied by Polwelder and otliers.

Tlie Duke Cassimire, Count Bossu, the Viscount of Gaunte and Monsieur la Noue, 
chosing certein shott and halbardcs ont of cveric companye of fotemen and taking with 
them divers cornetes of reisters and launccs being in ail (o the nomber of S or G,000, 
went on wensdaic lastc upon a remove of there campe lo viewe Lovain, wheare harde 
under the walles they skirmished with lhe garnison and, having beaten them into die 
towne, relirid wilhout anye loss.

Religionis-freiclt as they tearme it is nowe généralité consenlid unto by the States lo 
the singuler contentment of the Protestantes who beginne the more franckly in lhat 
respecte everie wheare to discover themselves. At Bosleduc, upon some différence 
belwenc the Papistes and them, they bave ben ij or iij daics since expulsid the towne,
thoughe upon this acte of religionis-freidt it is thoughte........... restored without anvc
dilïicultyc.

The remove of the Court and States (o Bruxelles, which shoulde bave ben this laste 
wecke, is nowe differrid to a tearme incerlein and thus much for.

Heare is a constant bruite of lhe defeate (and as some saygc) slaughter of the King of
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Portugal! b) the Moores, confirmid by lelters bolhe out of Spaineand Fraunce, which, 
if it be true, wilbe of no smale conséquence for the affaires of theis countries.

Having présent!}' litle els of importance, I do for ibis tyme humbly take my leave.
(.Record office, Pap. o f Flanders, vol. 31.)

M M M M C L X X .

Requête des ambassadeurs anglais.
(A N V E R S , V E R S  L E  1 6  S E P T E M B R E  4 5 7 8 . )

Plaintes commerciales. — Menaces de représailles.

Requeste présentée par les ambassadeurs de la Royne d’Angleterre 
à Messieurs les États-Généraulx.

Remonstrent à Messieurs les Eslats-Généraulx Messeigneurs les ambassadeurs de la 
Majesté de la Royne d’Angleterre, comme ayants esté advertis dimanche dernier de 
l’arrest qu’avoient faict ceulx de Zélande sur quelques navires angloises en intencion 
de visiter les biens et marchandises chargées anxdicts navires soubs prétexte d’avoir esté 
informés par les commissaires qu’ont la superintendance des impositions en ceste ville 
que quelques marchans anglois avoyent mal rapporté leurs biens et marchandises et 
faict partir de ceste ville leursdicts navires sans avoir préalablement payé les droicts 
et impositions accoustumées (dont prient Vos Seigneuries lesdicls seigneurs ambassa
deurs en vouloir prendre la cognoissance, s’informant d’eulx quy peulvent avoir faict 
ledict rapport à ceulx de Zélande), après avoir rcmonslré ledict faict à Son Excellence 
et obtenu ses lettres ausdicls de Zélande pour le relaschement desdicts navires et icelles 
dépeschées et accompaignées de celles desdicts seigneurs ambassadeurs, priants les - 
dicts de Zélande de se vouloir comporter en cest endroict, sans visiter lesdieles mar
chandises ou plus détenir lesdicts navires, comme apperlient aux alliés et confédérés de 
Sa Majesté, viennent lesdicts seigneurs ambassadeurs d’estre advertis que, nonobstant 
leurdicte requeste, ny les lettres de Son Excellence, ont lesdicts de Zélande deschargé 
lesdicts navires, visité les biens et marchandises et faict tout ce que leur a samblé bon.

Or, estant ainsy que ladicte procédure est tolallement contraire et répugnante aux 
privilèges desdicts marchands, lesquels Sa Majesté veult et entend d’avoir observés en
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l’endroict de ses subjects, prient lesdicts seigneurs ambassadeurs Vos Seigneuries, veu 
le peu de respect que lesdicts de Zélande semblent porter à Son Excellence, vouloir 
incontinent dépeseher quelque personnaige de qualité ou aultre fourny de pouvoir et 
authorilé suffisante pour de voslre part y donner tel ordre qu’en droict et équité les 
subjects de Sa Majesté demandent et selon leurs privilèges trouverez convenir.

Car la vérité est telle que les marchans, voyants ladicte procédure et le refus de jus
tice que lesdicts de Zélande leur ont faict, dépeschèrent incontinent lettres en Angle
terre pour faire arrester tous les batteaulx et navires que s’y treuvent des vostres, dont 
ensuivront tels effects dont nous serons bien marris et, eu esgard au présent estât de 
vos affaires, vous trouverez fort difficile à diriger. Le seul moyen de prévenir tels incon- 
véniens est de faire ce que dessus et ce en diligence, affin que, lesdicts affaires estant 
remises en leur entier, lesdils seigneurs ambassadeurs peulvent en mesme diligence 
dépeseher leurs lettres en Angleterre pour cmpescher ce qu’aultrement l’on mectra en 
exécution contre les vostres au grand hazard de l’advanchement de vos affaires.

{Archives de la Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. 144.)

MM MMCLXXI.
Résolution des Etats-généraux sur la plainte des ambassadeurs anglais.

( 1 7  S E P T E M B R E  l b 7 8 . )

Promesse de satisfaire à cette plainte.

Résolu d’escripre lettres de bon encre aux Estais de Zélande et ceulx de Flissinghe 
affin qu’ils veuillent oster tous empeschemens faicts sur la naviere et biens dont ceste 
faict mention; et aussy d’escripre à nos députés qui sont par delà, de par tout moyen 
avancher que ce soit faict; et si aulcun prétend droict sur lesdits biens, que les Estais 
luy en respondront, et de requérir messeigneurs les ambassadeurs de la Majesté Régi- 
nale d’Angleterre que leur plaisir soit d’escripre à Sa Majesté les debvoirs que les 
Estais ont faict pour leur donner tout contentement, et ce tout soubs la noble correc
tion de Son Excellence, auquel le Pensionaire de Gand communiquera ceste.

Faict le xvne de septembre 1578.
(Archives de la Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. 144.)
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MMMMCLXXU.

Mémoire présenté par les ambassadeurs anglais aux Êtats-généraux.
(17 SEPTEMBRE 4578. )

Engagements à prendre par les États.

Articles proposés à Messieurs les Eslats-Génêraulx par les Ambassadeurs 
au nom de la Majesté de la Rogne d’Angleterre.

Premièrement si, oultre les obligations tant généralles que particulières telles que 
perdevant pour semblables prests ont esté données à Sadicte Majesté, les Estais, pour 
plus grande nsscurance du remboursement desdits deniers, mectront entre les mains 
de Sa Majesté ou de ceulx quy par icelle seront à ce députés et commis, telle quantité 
d’argenterie, bagues et joyaulx que semblera ausdicts députés et commis de Sadicte 
Majesté bastante pour les sommes quy seront à eulx prestées.

Que lcsdicts Estais, tumbans sur quelque traiclé de paix, ne proposeront conditions 
desraisonnables ou telles que bonnement les subjects ne peulvent demander de leur 
prince sans manifestement blesser et faire tort à son honneur, ains se contenteront en 
tel cas d’estre advisés par Sa Majesté ou ses ministres quy seront à ce députés pour en 
ce se régler selon que lesdicls ministres trouveront convenir et feront paroistre ausdicts 
Estats eslre conforme à raison et équité, cl de ce que dessus donneront asseurance par 
escript aux ambassadeurs de Sadicte Majesté qu’en tout et par tout se conformeront au 
bon plaisir de Sa Majesté.

Que lesdicls Estats ne permectront Monsieur le Ducq d’Anjou (conformément à ce 
qu’il a par ses ministres confirmé et promis à Sa Majesté) d’avoir tel pouvoir et aucto- 
rité par le moyen de scs forces et saisissement des fortes places du pays que par icelles, 
soubs prétext de leur prester ayde et secours, il puisse venir à se faire maître du pays, 
et à celle fin de temps à aultre prendront lesdicls Estais advis et conseil de Sa Majesté 
ou de ses ambassadeurs et ministres quy seront à ce députés, sur les moyens et condi
tions qu’ils auront à recepvoir l'ayde et secours dudict seigneur Ducq, tant pour le 
nombre de scs gens que pour l’ordre et manière de l’auclorité qu’il usera en ces pays.

(Archives de la liage, Il erp d’Angleterre.)
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M M M M CLX X ül.
Les ambassadeurs anglais aux États-généraux.

(20 SEPTEMBRE do78.)

Réduction des forces pendant les négociations.

Article proposé à Messieurs les Estats-Génèraulx par Messieurs les Ambassadeurs 
de Sa Majesté la Roy ne d’Angleterre le xx  de septembre 1578.

Sa Majesté, ayant veu et entendu la proposition qu’a faict Sa Majesté Impérialle à 
Vos Seigneuries des Estats-Généraulx de ces Pays-Cas pour la cessation d’armes affin 
de mieulx entrer en traieté de paix et icelluv parfaire et accomplir pour le bien et repos 
de cesdicts pays, et trouvant Sadicte Majesté ledict expédient bon et convenable, nous 
a donné exprès commandement de vous proposer de sa part le mesme désir; ou le cas 
advenant que ladicte cessation d’armes ne sera pas trouvée en vostre conseil propre et 
aggréable pour le bien de l’estât de vos affaires, pour le moings que tant l’enncmy que 
vous cassiez vos nombres de gens de guerre et le réduisez à plus petit pour la raison 
et occasion que dessus, assçavoir pour à meilleure commodité et longueur de (emps et 
moings de despens pourchasser quelque fin de la présente guerre et acquérir ung bon 
repos et asseurée paix. Et à ce que dessus prions vostre responcc par voye d’apostille.

(Arch. de la Haye, fteg. Angleterre, fol. 15G.)

MMMMCLXXIV.
IValsingham à lord Burleigh.

(Anvers, 20 septembre 1S7S.)

Plus la religion réformée se développe aux Pays-Bas, plus on pourra compter sur le lien qui 
les unira à l’Angleterre. — Il y a peu de chose à attendre d’un projet de mariage avec le duc 
d’Alençon.

My verry good Lord, Your Lordship’s lelter of lhe lasl of auguste and the other of 
the viijtbof this présent, I bave receyved. And, towehing the fyrst, by the which yt appea-
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relhe that Her Majestye by certeyn advertycers is drawen to deale the more hardely 
with (hos of this contrye, we are sorrye that the reportes of sooche compagnions shoold 
earrye more credyt then of thos whos servyce Her Highnes dolhe use in place of good 
caulynge and trust. For, yf we sawe the state of this contrye so desperate as perhaps 
lliey informe, we shoold, in concealyng the same from Her Majestye, offende eyther in 
lacke of loyaltye by not truly advertycyng or lacke of judgement in not substantyally 
dyseernyng the state of ther affayres. But, what so ever they geve owt, I dare assure 
Your Lordsliip this contrye (notwithstandyng dyvers imperfectyons in ther governe- 
ment) is in myche better state for defence then I looked for before my repeyre into 
this contrye. And, yf yt woold hâve pleased Hir Majestye to hâve taken the protectyon 
of thés contryes (witli no olher mennyng but in the ende to hâve delyvered the same 
into the King of Spayncs handes), I see great reason to thinke that thos imperfectyons 
as well in martyall as cyvell governement myght hâve hen removed and reformed. That 
which Her Majesty e seamelhe moste to myslyke of, which is the progresse of relygyon, 
being well consydered, is the thinge that is lyke to breade heer ther greatest strengthe 
an[d] suertye, for that therhy the treasonable dealyng, thaï otherwyse was to he dowbted 
woold hâve growen by the practyce of the clcrgye and ther adherentes, is nowe in some 
gnod sorte lykely to he mett withall, and the frendeship and amytye betwen this con
trye and the Crowne of Englande knytt more assuredly (no union carryeng so great an 
assueraunce as that which is grownded uppon consent of relygyon). And, as for the 
myslyke thaï grewe hecrc when the malter of relygyon was fyrst selt abroche, thankes 
he to God, is nowe well asswaged (a tolleratyon of the exercyse of the same being 
grawnted hy the generali assent of the States, which takelhe effect in ail the provynces, 
except Ilenaulde and Artoyse). And yet ther are in the seyd provynces certeyn townes 
that are inclyned to receyve the same, so that, yf Her Majestye, in steede of myslykyng 
the matter, woold cowntenaunce ther proceadyng therin, suerly the progresse lherof 
woold be verry effectuall, and no les benefycyall then the chayng of relygyon in Scote- 
land. But I knowe not howe yt corneille about that allways or most commonly the 
persons that wysshe best, and the causes that woorke best, are most myslyked; and 
tlierfor, to persuade Her Majestye to entre into any furlher dealyng in this cause, con- 
sydering the straynge proceadyngs that bave ben lalely helde in the same, especyally 
sylhenee owre repayre into thés partes, for my owne parte, I mean not, being infyny- 
tcly sorrye to see Her Majestye so unapt to doe that which tendelhe to her savetye. I 
woold to God, by the medvatyon of the Emperor (to whom the cause is wholye eom- 
mytted) ther myght he some good peace concluded, which is lyke to receyve great 
furlheraunce hy the overthrowghe geven unto the King of Portyngall, a matter that 
greaily importelhe the King of Spayne.

Towching Your Eordship’s of the vin"1 of this présent, by the which yt appearethe
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that Her Majeslye’s plesure is I shoold repeyre to Monsieur, in case lie sende for me, 
to acquaynte him eyther with the artycles of maryage lhat hâve ben before tyme trea- 
ted on or élis lo déclaré unlo him the substaunce of the same, 1 mean, accordyng to 
Her Majestye’s order, to staye heere untyll I heare from him, thowghe, towching the 
artycles or the contentes therof, I can saye nothinge, for that I hâve neyther the one, 
nor remembre the other, being sorrye to staye heere for to entreteyne a cause wherof 
by former exsperyence I bave so lyttle hope of good successe, thowghe no man hathe 
more cause to desyre Her Majestie’s maryage then myselfe.

Towching the state of this contrye, as well for martyall as cyvell governemenf, I 
refer Your Lordship to M' Davysons letters. And so I most humbly lake my leave.

At Antwerpe, the xxltl of september 1578.
(Record office, Pap. o f  Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXXV.

M. Fremyn à William Davison.
(Nivelles, 21 septembre 1578.)

Nouvelles militaires.

Monsieur, Je vous ay escript mes dernières il n’a pœu de jours touchant ce qui ce 
passe en ce campt. La ville de Nivelles c’est randue le 20' par composition à Monsei
gneur le Conte de Bossu, assavoir : vyes et bagues saulves, et de ne porter les armes de 
trois mois contre les Estais. Celuy qui commandoit dans Nivelles pour Don Jan, se 
nomme Monsieur de Lenoncourt, gentilhomme de Lorrayne. Il avoit cinq compaignies, 
tous Lorrains et Haulls-Bourguignons. Don Jan luy avoit promis de luy donner secours 
dans 24 heures, s’il estoit assiégé, ce qu’il n’a fait en trois jours, non plus qu’il fit à 
Guenape. Ce jourduy malin ledict Lenoncourt sort de Nivelles avec tous ses gens, pour 
ce retirer vers Namur. On leur donne bonne escorte pour les conduire seurement, affin 
qu’il ne leur soit fait desplaisir, et ce que on leur a promis, leur soit inviolablement 
gardé. Il semble que nous prandrons le chemain au partir de ce lieu pour assiéger 
Louvain et prandre toutes les petites places des envyrons et tout ce que l’ennemy lient 
desjà la Meuse, et par mesme moyen tascher d’atirer l’enemy de son fort au combat en 
la campaigne de Louvain, si aultre advis n’est pris. Nous avons perdu quelque vingt 
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homes devant Nivelles, et quelques blessés. Il y a de grandes nécessités en nostre armée 
à faulte d’argent. Maladyes et famines y abondent, et de grands mescontentemens, qui 
en fin causeront des désordres. Les troupes françoises se diminuent fort, qui vont 
joindre les forscs de Monsieur comme par disettes. Les affaires de pardesà se conduisent 
lousjours en longeurs. Au surplus, l’ennemy ne donne nulles allarmes à nostre campt-, 
ny en queuue, ny en flancts, ny en leste, non plus que c’y n’estoit poincl, qui est une 
terible chose. Dedans toutes ses petites places il n’a laissé pour la garde un sœul Espai- 
gnol, sinon Lorrains et Bourguignons et Allemants. A Tournay le Baron de Chevrcaulx 
y commande avec un régiment. Il est party hier bon nombre de cavallerye et d’infan- 
lerye de nostre campt vers Bruxelles pour la eonduicte de I’artillcrye que Monsieur le 
Conte de Bossu a envoyé quérir pour amener au campt. Aultre chose n’y a pour le pré
sent, qui sera l’endroict après avoir salué vos bonnes grâces, je priray Nostre-Seigneur 
qu’il vous doinct, Monsieur, et à toute rostre famille, en parfaictc santé, longue et heu
reuse vye.

Du campt à Nivelles, le 21° de septembre lo78.
Si Monseigneur de YValsingham est cncores pardelà, je luy baise très-humblement les 

mains. (Record office, Pap. o f Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXXVL

Le duc Casimir à lord Cobham et à fValsinejham.
( B R I 'X E L E E S ,  2 2  S E P T E M B R E  l o 7 S . )

Il menace de se retirer.

Messieurs les Ambassadeurs, J ’ay receu vos lettres que m’avez eserites par le seigneur 
de Mydmay, et vous remercie bien affectueusement de l'honneur que m’avez faict et du 
désir qu’avez de sçavoir nouvelles de ma convalescence. Je me porte à présent assez 
bien, Dieu mercy, estant délivré du flux qui m’a tourmenté; mais j ’en ay aucunement 
esté amoindry de forces, de sorte que par l’advis des médecins ne peux encoire me 
transporter d’icy, que je ne soye mieulx refaiet. Au reste je vous ay bien voulu advenir 
que je me trouve de plus en plus enveloppé de très-grande difficultés, et ce pendant 
abandonné et délaissé sans ayde, ny assistenee effectuelle de personne. S’il n’estoit
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question que de ma personne, je scrois hors de toute peine; mais, ayant une telle suilte 
de tant de notables seigneurs mal entretenus et mesconlcnts de tous costels à bon droict 
pour ne recevoir aultre contentement que de paroles et promesses sans effect, je vous 
asseure que je me trouve en difficulté, et telle que n’y voyant aultre remède, suis résolu 
et déterminé, après avoir déduict par le menu aux Estats par mes agents comme l’on 
m’a indignement traicté, me desveloppcr, avant que les choses viennent plus avant, et 
m’en retourner d’où je suis venus, aille du reste comme il plaira à Dieu d’en disposer. 
Je ne fauldray vous faire participant de la rcmonstrance qu’ay délibéré de faire et d’en 
advenir Sa Majesté et aultres où il apartiendra. Qui sera l’endroict où prieray Dieu, 
Messieurs les Ambassadeurs, vous tenir en sa garde.

De Bruxelles, le 22e de septembre 1S78.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXXVII.

Réponse des Etals-généraux au mémoire des ambassadeurs anglais.
(23 SEPTEMBRE 1378.)

Ils justifient les résolutions déjà prises.

Itesponce des Estais-Généraulx sur les articles cy-devant mentionnés.
Sur le premier il y est jà satisfaict au contentement de ses Ambassadeurs.
Sur le 11e, comme les Estats n’ont onequos demandé, ne pensé demander chose des

raisonnable de leur prince, accordent cest article, moyennant que à leur contentement 
Sa Majesté Réginale ou ses ministres facent paroistre que ce qu’ils proposeront, sera 
pour le bien et seurlé du pays.

Sur le 111e, les Estats accompliront l’accord et traicté d’entre le Ducq d’Anjou d’une 
et eulx d’aultre part en sorle que préjudice ne sera faict à celluy quy est arresté d’entre 
Sa Majesté d’Angleterre et lesdicts Estats.

Ainsy arresté en l’assamblée des Estals-Généraulx, le xxiue de septembre 1578.
(Arc/i. de la Haye, Reg. d’Angleterre.)
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M M M M CLXXVI1L
Les Etats-généraux aux ambassadeurs de la reine d’Angleterre.

(23  SEPTEMBRE 4578.)

Ils espèrent que les ambassadeurs, à leur retour en Angleterre, plaideront leur cause.

Les Estats-Généraulx, ayans souventesfois remonstré à Messieurs les Ambassadeurs 
de la Majesté de la Royne d’Angleterre la grande nécessité qu’ils avoyent de secours 
d’argent pour payer leur armée et pour éviter mutinerie des gens de guerre et aultres 
insolences extraordinaires, et ayans aussy dcsdicts seigneurs Ambassadeurs eu tons- 
jours démonstrations de bon espoir que Sadicte Majesté auroit tel regard au bien et 
soulaigement de ces pays que leur nécessité requérait et de telle sorte que lesdicts 
Estats auroyent occasion de s’en contenter, mesmes eu regard que Sadicte Majesté leur 
avoit desjà faict de ce paroistre par le pouvoir donné à son agent le seigneur de David
son de leur fere secours en obligations jusques à cent mille livres slerlins, remerchient 
très-humblement à Sadicte Majesté, et avoient bien espéré que, faisant lesdicts offres et 
promesses dcsdicts seigneurs Ambassadeurs, le bon plaisir d’icelle serait de en ce con
tinuer suivant leur requestes tant de fois réitérées ; mais ont à leur regret trouvé que 
Sadicte Majesté se serait depuis peu de temps ençà monstré en cest endroict plus serrée 
que auparavant, et ce, comme lesdicts Estats présument, plustost par les mesnées de 
quelques-ungs mal affectionnés que de son propre mouvement, pour ce que par la faulte 
d’entier appaissement à Sa Majesté donné d’environ xxv mil livres sterling, icelle auroit 
faict difficulté de fere délivrer ses obligations promises à certains marebans qu’avoyent 
sur icelles contracté aveeque lesdicts Estais, ne fust que par manière de nouvelle négo
ciation fussent à icelle mis ès mains, pour plus grande seurté, bonne quantité de joyaulx 
et bagges d’or et d’argent, dont et à cause de tel changement et dilacion les affaires des- 
dicts Estats sont esté grandement inléressés, comme ils l’ont de nouveau remonstré 
ausdicts seigneurs Ambassadeurs, mesmes combien les remises et dilais que leur sont 
f'aicts et se font encores, leur importent. Prions pour ce, puisqu’ils entendent que pré
sentement par ordonnance de Sa Majesté Réginale ils s’apprestent pour retourner, que, 
comme bien informés de l'estât des affaires de pardeçà, ils veuillent le tout bien et sin
cèrement référera Sadicte Majesté Réginale, affin quelle soit servie se résouldre entiè
rement au secours et assistence desdicts Estats, comme icelle a si bien commencé, affin 
que, comme dépendans et se fondans sur sa faveur, ils s’en puissent asseurer, sans avoir 
de besoing de se proveoir d’aultres moyens quy leur sont esté cy-devant présentés. Mais
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ayans lesdicts Estats eu tousjours plus aggréable faveur et assistence de Ladicte Majesté 
Réginale d’Angleterre que aultre quelconcque, requièrent que bon rapport en soit faict 
à Sadictc Majesté et espèrent que lesdicts seigneurs Ambassadeurs leur donneront de 
brief quelque bonne respome et résolution, comme ils ont promis; et sur telle con
fiance lesdicts Estats sont contents d’accorder les articles par Sadiete Majesté Réginale 
à eulx proposés, les ayans apostillé, comme il appert par les mesmes articles rendus 
ausdicts seigneurs Ambassadeurs.

Ainsy arresté en l’assamblée des Estats-Généraulx des Pays-Bas, le xxiii'  de sep
tembre 1578.

(Arch. de la Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. f 54 ; Brit. Mas., Galba, C. VI, 2' p , n" 172.)

MMMMCLXXIX.
Pietro Bizarri à lord Burleigh

(Anvers, 23 septembre -IMS.)

Hommage de divers ouvrages.

Illustrissimo Signor, Signor mio osservantissimo, etc. Prego et supplico lmmilissima- 
mente Vostra Signoria Illustrissima si degni premier in buona parte il mio lungo silentio, 
et assicurarsi chi’o perpetuamente riservo appresso di me la viva et continua memoria 
délia mia humil servitu et riverenza che debbo verso la Serenissima Regina et la 
Sacratissima Corona dell’ invittissimo reame d’Inghilterra, et parimente quella ch’io 
debbo et son tenuto verso Vostra Signoria Illustrissima per gi’infinili meriti et cor- 
tesie dimostratemi sempre da ch’io la conosco gia tanti et tanti anni sono. Cosi piaceia 
alla Divina Maesta ch’io possa in qualche parle moslrarmele grato et desideroso d’ogni 
sua félicita. In questo mezzo, non havendo cosa nella quale mi sia lecito et concesso 
dalle piu benigne stelle, far palese con qualche évidente segno et testimonio, quant’io 
osservi et riverisca l’honorato nome di Vostra Signoria Illustrissima, se non con il 
mio debile ingegno, si corne nelle mie opre passale messe in luce, et spetialmente nell’ 
opra stampata in Basilea de Bello Cyprio et Pannonico, vi lasciai honorato testimonio 
dei mio debito verso di lei, cosi parimente ho falto in queste mie ultime fatighe di 3 o 4 
anni, cioe nell’ Historié et Annali della Republica di Genoa, li quali hora si stampano 
qui in Anversa da M. Christoforo Plantino, impressor regio, vi ho lasciato parimente
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testimonio délia mia iiumilissima servitu verso di Sua Maesta, a la quale mi conosco 
infmitamenle obligato, et di Vostra Signoria illustrissima. Piaccia al Signor Iddio 
darmi gratia ch’io possa mostrarmi grato a Sua Maesta et a Voslra Signoria Illus
trissima, et a tutlo cotesto nobilissimo et gloriosissimo reame d’Inghilterra in eosa di 
maggior momento, accio ch’io non mora ingrato a tanti infiniti beneficii che ricevo dalla 
sua regai munificentia giornalmente.

Quanlo al stalo présente di questi paesi, et altri, non le aviso eosa alcuna, essendo 
certissimo cite ella ne sara pienamente raguagliata dall’ Illustrissimi Signori Ambas- 
sadori di Sua Maesta. Cosi facendo fine, prego Nostro Signor Iddio à conservai- l’Ilus- 
trissima persona di Vostra Signoria in ogni piena félicita et eontentezza, et nella sua 
buona gratia.

D'Anversa, li 23 seltembre del 1578. (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. G.)

MMMMCLXXX.
Les Etals-généraux aux ambassadeurs anglais.

( A n v e r s , 2 4  s e p t e m b r e  -1 8 7 8 .)

Motifs de ne pas réduire leurs forces pendant les négociations.

Messieurs les Eslats-Généraulx se confient que Sa Majesté Réginale ne vouldroit pro
curer, ny permectre leur ruine et pour tant la supplient ne trouver mauvais qu’ils con
tinuent l’exploict des armes contre les ennemis de leur patrie, aveeq les plus grandes 
forces et moyens que possible leur sera, pour poinct perdre la meilleure saison de l’année 
et les grands gaiges et traictemens desdits gens de guerre, qui, durant la surcéance de 
guerre, ne laisseroient d’avoir cours sans faire aulcun service, mais tant plus mange
raient et ruineraient le plat pays, y joinct que ce seroit donner grand mescontentement 
au peuple et occasion tant ausdits gens de guerre que aux provinces de devenir plus 
froids et floches pour l’expulsion de leurs ennemis et furnissement d’argent, de tant 
plus que le faict d’armes n'empeschera aucunement la tractation de la paix.

Faict en Anvers en l’assamblée desdicts Estais-Généraulx, le xxnue jour de sep
tembre 1578.

(Archives de la Haye, Reg. d'Angleterre, fol. 136.)
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MMMMCLXXXL

La reine d’Angleterre au docteur Junius ( R é s u m é \
(2 4  SEPTEMBRE 4578 .)

La reine se plaint de deux choses : d’abord qu’aucun prince protestant n’a servi avec plus de zèle la 
cause de la religion et n’a supporté plus de frais; ensuite qu’alors qu’elle a déjà dépensé à deux 
reprises 40,000 livres, on lui demande de nouveaux subsides. En effet, si elle a promis au duc 
Casimir toute faveur et toute assistance, il n’est pas raisonnable qu’on fasse peser toutes les 
dépenses sur ses épaules. Ignore-t-on ce que lui coûtent les affaires d’Écosse?

(Gril. Mus., Gallia, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 65.)

MMMMCLXXXll .

Lord Cobliam et IValsingham à la reine d’Angleterre.
(Anvers, 24 septembre 4578.)

Leur négociation avec les États qui remettront des joyaux en gage.

Whercas \ve receaved direction by Your Highness’s letlers ol'lhe 8lh of this présent 
lo déclaré tinto the States tiie great disconlenlment Your Majeslie conceaveth to be so 
conlinually pressed for loans of moncy, as though the whole charge of tlie war should be 
layde upon Your llighncss, forasmuch as \ve saw apparantly that tbe delivery of such 
speecbes (having regard to the tyme and disposition of tbe people) could not but add 
an increase of greife to these wounded mynds and breed in them a playn alienation and 
défection from Your Highness, wbo, laying before Your Majesty there necessities, instead 
of relief, sbould receave reprehension ; we tbougbt it best for your service, espeeially 
the samo, being by the saide letters referred to our discrétion,.to forbear to proceede 
with them in any such sort, being loth to be ministers of that thing, during our charge 
here, whieh might hereafter turn to the péril of Your Majesty and préjudice of your 
crown and kingdoms, not only for your own tyme, but also for your successors. And lo 
that purpose, the cheif scope of our doings had tended to eontinew them in good devo-



840 RELATIONS POLITIQUES
(ion towards Your Majestie, finding the French so ready to make there profïit of lhere 
alienation from you, of whom YourHighness hath more cause to be jealous than of the 
Spaniards, whalsoever report hath been made to Your Majestie of tlie contrary, as we 
hopeweshall make apparant unlo Your Majesty at our retourne.

In the mean tyme, we bave, not without great difïicully, reduced the States (upon 
hopes we hâve put them in at our retourne to persuade Your Majesty, wlien you shall be 
througlily informed of the state of their affairs, to continue your gracious assistance 
towards them) to yelde to Your Majesly’s order in lhe delivery of the bonds, having 
accorded tbe articles propounded, as also to deliver unto your agent’s hands the jowells : 
whercof we hâve wrilten more at large in our letters directed unto the lords of Your 
Majesty’s Privy Counsell, thinking it not meet to trouble Your Majesty with the particu
larises thereof.

From Antwerpe, the 24,b of september 1578.
(Arch. d’Hatfield, publié par Murdin, p. 516.)

M M M M CLXXX1IL
Lord Cobham et tValshujham aux lords du Conseil Privé.

(Anvers, 24 septembre 1578.)

Même objet.

It maye please Your Lordships to be advertised that with great difficulty (havinge 
labored lherin with divers perticuler persons) we hâve reduced lhe States, uppon the 
hope we hâve put them in of the continuance of Her Majesties gratious assistance 
towardes them, when slie shalbe tliroughly informed at our returne of the state of theire 
affaires, to accept of Her Majesties order touching the delivery of lhe bondes, havinge 
to that purpose accorded the articles propounded, as maye appeare unto Your Lord
ships by the postills we sende herwith. And, for that we could not judge of the true 
value of lhe jewells, whether they were to countervayle the sommes for the which Her 
Majestie giveth her bondes, neyther could well trust the report of such jewellers as are 
of skill here (being inhabitantes of this towne), we hâve thought meete to stey such 
money as was payable by Spinola unlill Her Majesties further pleasure might be 
understoode in that behalf, being the some of 8m liv. or there aboute, savinge that we
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yelded to the States the retayninge ol' 18,000 florins payable by the saide Spinola to 
redeeme parcell of the saide jewells ingaged, receavinge in lieu therof, besides those 
jevvells that were sbewed us at the first, certeyne otber jewells esteemed to be of value 
aboute 25,000 florins at the least. Besides, we bave reduced the saide States, for Her 
Majesties more surtie, to give theire general! bondes for the satisfienge of the saide 
Spinola at the dayes and tymes appoynied, conteyned in Her Majesties bondes. And, 
thouglic Her Majeslie seemeth to make no accoumpt of tbe generali bondes of the 
States, yet those that knowe the wealth of tliis eontry, theire great trafficque by sea 
and the meanes Her Majestie liath at ail tymes to procure her owne satisfaction, when 
by the sendinge ont of a ship or two of her owne she may bringe in to her portes a 
fleete pc-rteyninge to those of this eontry, which will countervayle thrise the value of 
that which is owinge unto Her Majestie, there is no doubt to be had of repayment. 
They hâve desired us to be humble suters on theire behalfs to Her Majesty that it 
woulde please her to vouchsafe, for the releif of theire urgent necessitie (having to make 
a moneths pay unto theire soldiers at the beginninge of the next moneth), to be content 
to let thern hâve the somme of the 8m liv. aforesaide, which we bave given order 
Mr Davison shoulde stey in his handes untill Her Highnes pleasure be knowen, wherin 
we pray Your Lordships there maye answere be sent with expédition. And, unlesse Her 
Majesty shall yelde therto, 1 do not see howe Duke Casimir cann be satisfied, accor- 
dinge to Her Highnes meaninge conteyned in her Iast letters, by the which she appoyn- 
ted that the money remayninge in Spinola’s handes should be payde unto Casimir. 
And, for that Her Majesty may perhappes be offended for that the answere of her last 
letters hâve ben so longe deferred, it may please Your Lordships to let her understande 
that the States hâve ben drawen, not without great diflicultie, to yelde to the articles 
propounded (beinge not alitle greeved that Her Majesty, beinge made acquaynted with 
theire necessitie, shoulde deale so straynably with them), and lherfore tooke ten daies 
deliberation before they gave theire assent therunto, which was the onlv cause of our 
longe stey.

And so we leave Your Lordships to the grâce of God.
From Antwerpe, the 24 of september 1578.

[Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. C; Drit. Muséum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 171.)

T ome X. 106
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M M M M CLXXXIV.
Lord Cobham à lord Burleigh.

(Anvers, 24 septembre 4578.)

Vif dcsir de quitter les Pays-Bas. — Nouvelles diverses.

My good Lorde, By the laslc correar I harde not from yow, nor of owr revocatioon, 
wyche ys muche desired of us, and daylley lokcd for. I moste humblyc praye Yowr 
Lordesliyp to put to yowr hellpyng liaynde tliat my college and I maye (ake owr lewe, 
and lie, if ocatioon so sarvc, maye goo to Monsicurs, and so boolhe of us méat at Dun- 
kerge lher to be inbarged for Inglynd; for trewllye whe remayne bere unprofitable 
sarvayntes to Her Majeste, and to owr sellfs great binderayncens Yowr Lordeshyp 
woolde hardellye beleve what owr daylley expensyes are. Monsieur bathe seynt helher 
oon de Sellys to promise Duce Casimerus his pentioon and bis Iyveyng yn Fraynce; he 
dootbe barken unto yt, bavyng small hoppe to be rellyewed froom lier Majeste. Tbe 
States hâve recovered three castellcs, the oon calied Oradt by force, Berve and Gynypre 
by compositioon, which ys not a leage froom Nyvelles, wyche now tbey meane to 
beseyge, as yt ys thowght. De Sellis has mucbe labored tbat bis master myght hawe 
two of bis assistyng yn conseil wilh tbe States, and lekewises to bave twoo of thcrs with 
bim, to be preseynt at ail his consulllatioones : by tbis Yowr Lordeshype sees wbat he 
prelendythe. The Conte Allayn by soom good meanes ys wroght thaï, by letters be 
dowthe wryt to the States and Prynce, [he] ackwoleged his error, promising herafter to 
be a good patriota. Don Jhone ys retyered werey ncre to Namure, expectyng new for- 
cyes froom Germenye. Her ys a great brewt of tbe owerthrow of tbe Kyng of Porte- 
gaylie bis forcyes yn Barberye, and ibis daye confirmed by dyveres letters. Whe travell 
what whe maye to brynge tbe States to condecend to Her Majesties requeste, and are 
not wilhowt hoppe to brynge yt to soom good passe for tbe money. I seeynd Yowr 
Lordeshyp by tliis berer the plaît of the camppc wher the great schyremyche was. If 
Yowr Lordeshyp be not salisfyed, the berer can doo yt, for be saye tbe placée and drew 
yt. I bave also enformyd bim tbe waye that tbe camppe hathe marcbcd loward Nivelle, 
that be maye shew yt yow by a particulare carde of Brabaynt, which I also seynd Yowr 
good Lordeshyp. I saye a letter tbis daye froom Àquisgrayne that tbe Conte Haniball, 
Pollweller and Fronsberk are commyng to Don Jhone with forcyes and are on this 
side of Tryer, so that yt ys thowght tbat, uppoon tbe new supplyeof thyes forcyes, he 
well coom abrode, wher now be ys verye nere Namure. The treatye of peace, beyng put 
ynlo th’Emperores hayndcs, ys Icke to groe yn leynghte; netber by letters of Spayne or 
Itallye tber ys enye mentioon of tbe deparlure froom Spayne of the Duc of Terra-Nova.
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Trewllye yt ys now here greatlye suspccted that yt was oonllye a dellaye to wyne tyme, 
as a maller greatlye to tlie préjudice of tlie States to graynt tlie suspenlioon of armes. 
Moste parte of tlie townes yn Flaynders and Brabaynt hâve, by tlie generali asseynt of 
tlie States, oppeyn precbing : yt ys tbowglit the reaste of [tlie] provincyes will doo the 
leke. By paccking and peosingc up this Iclter willi dyvers tbinges of dyveres natures, 
Yowr Lordeshyp maye judge that yt was not framyd ail at oon tym. Tliis letler was 
begoon a nine dayes paste, lokeng everye daye for tlie States answer to Her Majestés 
articles seynt by Mr Soomers and witb the bayndes. Yt was not possible to get answer 
unto tliem afor now, suche ys (lier besines and care to provide money for the paye of 
this monethe. Duce Casimerus, uppoon soom losenes of bodye, ys coom to Brusselles 
lher to streynge him selfe. In the mcyne tym bis voyneres grow frowarde, and will not 
mardi for lake of part of tbere nayglitgellthe : a grcat binderaynees to the States 
actioon, for that they meaent presyntlye uppoon the surrender of Nyvelle to hâve goon 
and sowght Don Jhon wher lie was. This Yowr Lordeshyppe sees what confutioon lake 
of money bryngethe. I sceynd Yowr Lordeshyp the book of the generali mojenesnowe 
graynted for ten monethes and tlie treatye of Monsieur newllye printed with tlie States 
and liis protestation. I finde my sellfc moste beholding unto Yowr Lordeshyp for yowr 
honorable dellyng with me allwayes, and for yowr speciali care hadde of me in this my 
negosiatioon, wheryn tlier lakethe noo good will in us to bryngeyt to bave a good suc- 
cesse. Defedeynces ys so great betwnc them that hardelley yt wilbe removed. Her 
Majeste nede not feare Monsieures [greajtnes, if she will ene waye conlenew her woon- 
tyd [succjor towarde the States, fie lias at this preseynt . . . .  esteres her for tlie delly- 
very of tlioes this toones. He dowes but laborem lavare : lie sliall bave no toones but 
thoes that he wynes by force; his bayndes are now layngseege to Bynghes. This, wyc- 
sing to Yowr Lordeshyp your honorable harles desier, 1 humblye take my lewe.

Antwhcrppe, the 24 of september.
(.Record office, Pap.of' Flanders, vol. 52.)

MMMMCLXXXV.
Walsingham au docteur Wilson.

(AN VEBS , 24 SEPTEMBRE 1878.)

Explications à donner à son retour.
Sir, 1 thouglit good by this my private letler to acquaynt youe with these fewe wordes 

concerninge the last dispatch we receaied from Her Majestie for our dealinge with the
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States for a cessation of armes or diminishinge theire forces : wherin, though \ve knewe 
il woulde be ungralefull unto them, we hâve proceaded thus farre as that we hâve 
delivered Her Majesties advise nnto them bothe in speech and writinge, desiringe theire 
answere to the same in lyke sort. W hat it may be, youeshall receave by the next, which 
shalbe assone as we can receave it of them.

As l'or this présente answere to the former conditions for the delivery of the hondes, 
if Her Majesty or My Lordes fmde any myslyke in them, 1 pray youe be a meane to stey 
such conceptions as may be gathered of them untiil our rcturne, at what tyme I trust 
we shall fully satisfie botb Her Majesty and Theire Lordships in those or any thinge 
eis wherin tliey shall seeme not to resl salisfied.

And so 1 leave youe. to the grâce of God.
From Antwerp, the 24 of september 1578.

(Record office, Paper s of Ilolland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXXXVI.

M. Fremyn à William Davison.
(Nivelles, 24 septembre 1578.)

Nouvelles militaires.

Monsieur, Présentement l’armée part pour s’acheminer vers Baings pour ce joindre 
aux forces de Monsieur et prendre ledict Baings, s’il n’est jà pris, d’aultant que Mon
sieur y avoil envoyé toutes ses forces que artillerye qui debvoit battre hyer. Monsieur 
de La Noue partit de ce eampt le 22° pour aller vers Monsieur, et fut de retour le jour 
d’hier à 4 heures après mydy, avec lettre de Monsieur à Monsieur le Conte de Bossu. 
Monsieur de La Noue dit que Monsieur a 10 mil hommes de pied, des plus braves qu’il 
vit jamais, où il y a 3 mil morions. D’ores noslre armée estant joinctes à celle de Mon
sieur, nous acheminons droit à Namur, d’aultant qu’il est trouvé plus expédiant que le 
plus tost que on employé une armée, on en resoit plus de fruict, et signament des 
François. On raporte que Don Jan se fortyfîe près de Namur avec de grandes tranchés 
et tyre toutes les garnisons innutilles près de luy. 11 a abandonné Gimblou, ainsi que
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on dit. Le jour d’hier les colonels de Monsieur le Duc Cazemir avoit résolus de ne 
partir de ce lieu qu’ils ne furent payes, et à cest effet envoyé le Conte de Mansfel vers 
Monsieur de Bonnecourt, à savoir s’il ne voulloit pas faire ainsi que eulx et tout le reste 
des François. Monsieur de Bonnecourt luy respondit que il le feroit, et qu’il ne ce 
vouloit destendre d’avec eulx, d’aultant qu’ils marchoit soubs un Monsieur. Les autres 
trois colonels françois estoit allés à Bruxelles vers Monsieur le Due Cazemir,devant que 
cela advint. Nous ne sommes plus cappitaines, sinon de picoreus et larrons, faulte de 
payement, et Messieurs des Estats en sont cause. A la fin de ce mois nous serons à faire 
nouveaux serment. De ma part je ne veults estre conducteurs de gens qui so[i]ent con
trains d’estre larrons, et de vivre sans disipline. Au surplus, nous sommes tous pleins 
de désordres et confision, et le régiment du Conte d’Aigueinont demeure en garnison 
dedans Nivelles : je dis 4 ensaignes siennes. Il c’est perdu depuis un mois par maladye 
ou picores, tant des François, Anglois, Escossois que aultres, plus de 4 mil hommes. Et 
qui sera l’endroit où je saluray vos bonnes grâces de mes très-humbles recommenda
tions, et priray nostre bon Dieu qu’il vous doinct, Monsieur, en santé, longue et heu
reuse vye, et à toute vostre famille.

Du campt à Nivelle, le 24° septembre 1578.
Si Monseigneur de Walsingham est encores pardelà, je luy baise les mains avec très- 

humble recommandation.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXXXVI1.
William Davison à Walsingham.

(Anvers, 25 septembre 1578.)

Nouvelles militaires. — Siège de Binche. — Le comte de Lalaing a recouvré la liberté. — Le culte 
reformé est autorisé par les États partout où cent familles le réclament. — Troubles à Bois-le-Duc 
et à l’Écluse. — Baptême d’un enfant du prince d’Orange.

Sir, 1 did not accompanie Captain Cockburne with my particuler lelters unto Your 
Honor, bicause I had litle to write by him, havinge not paste a daye or two before his 
dispatche advised youe of asmuche as did occurre. Since, the campe of the States 
advancinge from Kempenhout to Waveren, where, by reason of a discontentment 
amongest the Duke Cassimirs reisters, for want of there naughgelt, they, staied 5 or
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6 claies wilhoul altempting any thinge of importaunce, save tbat in tbe meane space 
they recoverid the castle of Genape by composition, and anolhcr housc of slrengthe 
lheraboutes by assaulte, and goinge from tlience lo the siégé of Nivelle, which, bavinge 
in it not paste A or o companies of Burgunions under one Monsieur de Lenencourt, a 
Loranois, was renderid on saterday laste, with condition tbat they shoulde départe, 
tbere lives and goodes savid, takinge othe not to serve in tliree monetbes against the 
States. They do nowe (the impedimentes on thaï side removid) seme in minde to 
attemple Lovain, aswell to cleare tbe countrie behinde tlieni as to trye wbilber by tbat 
meane they maye (raine their enemye to the battaille, who is said to be incamped upon 
the hill barde by Namurc, attendinge bis newc succors out of Germanie to tbe nomber 
of 5,000 reisters, conduclid by tbe Duke of Laonburge, of tbe bouse of Saxe, and 
3 regimentes of lansquenets levied by Pollwcelcr, a parte vvherof arc aiïirmid to be 
alreadie discendid in Luxenburge, besides certein companies of borsemen and fotemen 
which be expectith out of Burgundye, lill tbe arrivait of which supplies it is a generali 
opinion be will not bazarde tbe batlaile, but conslraincd of necessitie or provokid by 
some great advanlage.

Tbe Duke of Alençon bis trowpes, beinge in this meane tyme enterid tbe counlrye, 
are nowe assemblid at tbe siégé of Bins, wbilber tbe States bave sent unto them some 
supplie of artillerye and powder towardes tbe batterie tbereof, which dispalcbid, they 
tbinke to joigne with the reste of tbe campe. IJ is minislers here do in tbe meane while 
fmde greate l'aulte tbat tbe townes promised by the States in their contracte are not 
aecordinglie deliverid ; but they of Landrceies and Quesnoye persislinge still in an 
obstinat refusall to accepte of them, 1 see not howe they can obteine their satisfac
tion, tbe people beinge generally out of taste with tbat nation and such as favor their 
partie, as maye appeare by tbe Count Lalain, wbo, cominge a fewe daics paste to 
Valenciennes, was aprehendid by tbe burgers upon suspicion of some enterprise upon 
their towne, tbe rallier bicause tbat, contrary to a custome straigbllie observid tbeare, 
be was enterid the towne with 50 or CO horse without anye warninge given by him, 
tbat is apointid to signifie tb’approcbe of anye borsemen by knollinge ofa bell, thougbe, 
after muche dillicultie and intercession of the magistrales, be was a fewe daies aflcr 
relensid, and returnid to Mounts, retayning tbe greater bartburninge against tbose of 
Valenciennes, bicause tbat, besides this cnlreatye of him, they bad with great impor- 
tunaeye obteined of tbe States to hâve a particuler governor, which office is assignid 
to one Monsieur de Noyelles, a gentleman of good accompt in Flaunders.

In Luxenburge, certein companies of Freneh, set a woorke by the Duchesse of 
Bouillon, but said to belonge to Monsieur, bave of late surprised tbe castle of Saucy 
perteininge to one Monsieur de Naves, Don Johns Comissaire de Vivres, wlierin they 
founde great quantityeof corne and wine oftb’cnemies provision.
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Here is a bruiteof some Ievie in Champagne, but lo what ende is yet in double.
At Gravelinge, the garison is of late enereasid with 2 or o companies of Albanesi 

and cerlein bandes of fotemen, amongest whome do serve divers of our nation, either 
witb an intent lo begin a campe to assaile that parte of Flaunders or els to force the 
States to enlerteigne the greater garison thereaboules, and by that meanes to bereve 
tliem of a greate parte of the contribution afifourdid by that province, which amongest 
the reste dolh sustaine the greatest burthen of this warre.

The tolleration of relligion, so long disputid of, is in fine accordid by tlie States, 
permittinge th’exercise lherof in everie towne wheare tliey are 100 houseboldes to 
dcmaunde the same, which doth nowe bcginn to be embracid ali the countrye over, 
saving amongest the Hennyers and Artesians, who ean yet by no meanes digeste it.

A Bos-le-Duc there hath bene of laie some alteration about the taking of churches 
by the Protestantes, which, as wee heare, is nowe apeasid.

The Gauntois hâve had within these fewe daies some conflicte with certein compa
nies oflhe regimentes of Montigny and Heze that lye spoilinge and ransacking the bon
homme in that corner of Flaunders, and had taken ij bouses of strengthe betwene Gand 
and Courtraye, but we heare not that there hath bene abovc 20 or 50 men slaine on 
th’one side and other. This disorder on the parte of the souldiers hath growen of the 
want of paie to drawe them to the campe whither they hâve offerid to corne with one 
monethes w'ages, w’hereas they bave ix or x monethes dewe unto them.

At Sluse, a port towne in Flaunders, they hâve this laste weeke plantid the relligion, 
with the banishment and suppression of the contrarye, takinge the Gauntois for there 
example.

On sondaye laste, the Princes childe was christcnid here in the churche at the castle, 
which is one of the places assignid for the publique exercise of the relligion. The god- 
fathers were the Duke of Alençon (whose deputie was Mauvisière his maistre d’hoslel), 
the Duke Cassimire (who, beinge at Bruxelles some what ill disposed, sent hither 
Monsieur de Clervante to supplye his roome) and the Generall-Estates, wiih the 
Countess of Swartzenburge, the Prince his sister, for the godmother : a baptesme 
solempnized wdlhout anye great ceremonies. Thus muche of thinges here.

Of other malters, and namelie of the defeate and slaughler of the Kinge of Portugall, 
Your Honour shall particulerlie understande from MrSecrelarie asmuche as is knowen 
here. And, having els nothing of moment wherof lo enlerteigne Your Honour any 
longer in theis, I humbly comende the same to the grâce of God.

Anlwarpe, the xxv,h of september 1S78.
Postscript. — As towehinge the matter of bandes, I Write nothinge unto Your Honour, 

bieause you maye at lenglh understande from My Lordes what is done in that behaulf.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)
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MMMMCLXXXVI11.

Le prince d’Orange à lord Burleigh.
(Anvers, 26 septembre 4578.)

Espoir fondé sur l'aide de la reine d’Angleterre.
Monsieur, Vous entendrez bien amplement par Messieurs les Ambassadeurs qu’est 

l’estât à présent de ce pays, ei, par mesme moien, ayant l’ennemi prins résolution de 
continuer la guerre, qu’il nous est nécessaire aussi de continuer à nous défendre par la 
voie des armes; mais nos incommodités et nécessités sont si grandes et nos charges si 
excessives que je ne veoi point comment sans le secours de Sa Majesté, auquel nous 
nous sommes tousjours attendus, et encoires nous attendons pour le présent, il soit 
possible de pouvoir porter daventaige le faix de ceste guerre. Et d’aultant, Monsieur, 
qu’il vous a pieu tousjours vous monstrer bon ami de Messieurs les Eslats, et de moi 
en particulier, je prendrai la hardiesse de vous prier humblement vouloir nous ayder 
de vostre faveur et authorilé vers Sa Majesté, à ce que nous ne déchéons point de la 
bonne espérance que nous avons conceue de sa libéralité. Ce faisant, oultre l’obligation 
que vous auront Messieurs les Estais en général, je me sentirai de plus en plus vostre 
obligé pour vous faire service où il vous plaira de m’emploier, d’aussi bon cueur qu’a- 
près m’estre humblement recommandé à vostre bonne grâce, je prieray Dieu vous 
donner, Monsieur, en santé, bonne vie et longue.

Escript en Anvers, ce xxvj° de septembre 1578.
(.Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCLXXXIX.

Lord Cobham et Walsingham à la reine d’Angleterre.
(Anvers, 26 septembre 4578.)

Considérations présentées par les Etats pour ne pas réduire leurs forces. — L’autorisation donnée par 
les États d’exercer le culte réformé rendait inutile de proposer un intérim. — Il ont pris congé de 
l’archiduc et des États.
Il may please Your most Excellent Majesty. According to the direccion conteyned in 

Your Highnes lettres of the xxth of this présente, \ve did deliver unto the States first
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in speeche and then in writinge Your Majesties advice touchinge a mutuall cessacion of 
armes or els a discharge of part of the forces of both sides, vvherunto, besides theire 
answere exhibited unto us in writing after humble thanckes for the care it pleasethe 
Your Majesty to hâve of lhem, they did lay before us in speache divers parliculer reasons 
to shew the great préjudice lhat might ensue unto them by the yeldinge unto the said 
advise as that it was uncerteyne what end the Emperour would take for safty, being 
directed altogether by spanish counsell ; that, now they are entred into a course for the 
recovery of theire tounes held by Don Juan, beinge superior in force as they are and 
he compeiled to relyre, yt would be no lesse prejudiciall for them selves then benefl- 
ciall for him eyther to yeld to a cessacion or to discharge part of theire forces; that 
they should lease ail the cost and charges they hâve ben at in the assembly of theire 
army ; that it woulde altogether alienate the peoples hartes to see the great burthen of 
the charges they hâve alreadie borne (now they are uppon the advantaig) spent to no 
purpose and without frute ; and lastly that nothinge will more further a peace for 
theire henefît and surly then the continuance of theire forces togeather duringe the 
tyme of the treaty, beinge the stronger in the field as they are. The lyke reasons (as 
they shewed us) they did impart to the Emperours Ambassadour, about well neere 
two monethes past, who rested satisfied withall, havinge advertised the Emperour therof, 
and doth put them in hope that, when His Majesty shall understande the reasons that 
move them so justlv todeny his request, he will not further presse them in that behalf. 
Yt is greatly to be suspected that this remittinge of the négociation of peace into the 
Emperours handes by the King of Spayne, seing yt goeth so slowly forwarde as the 
Duke of Terranova who, as Don Juan deelareth, was appoynted to repayre unto th’Em- 
perour with the Kings full resolucion, was not departed from Spayne the xxx of the 
last moneth, so that it wilbe well neere two monethes ere they can enter in[to] treatie, 
unlesse the late overthrow of the King of Porlugall (which doth greatly importe] the 
King of Spayne) do hasten the same. And, wheras Your Majesty did further by your 
lettres comaunde us to perswade the States to content them selves with an inierim in 
the cause of religion untdl the malter may he decidcd by a general! assembly, we did 
forbearc the ma[tter] therof for that the same was accorded bef[orc], as we suppose Your 
Majesties agent hath alreadie advertised youe. And, where further Your Highnes plea- 
sure was that in case we sawe no neces[sarie] cause of our stey here for your service, 
we sh[ould] then make our returne, we therfore findinge not how our longer abode 
here might any way[e] further your said service, the treatie of peace beinge uncerteyne, 
and Your Majesty (as it seeme[s]) excluded, the matter being comitled wholly unto the 
Emperour by the King of Spay[ne], hâve taken our leave of the Archduck[e] and States 
and do meane with ail convenient expedicion to repayre to Your Majesties gracious pré
sence. And, for that Your Majesty did app[oynt] me the Secretary to attend the Duke

T ome X. 407
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d’Anjous pleasure touchinge my repayre unto him, for asnmch as I saw hc did delay 
to send unto me accordirig unto Backvi 1 les promisse, I thoug[ht] meet to scnd an exprès 
messenger unto him [to] know his pleasure in that behalf, whose ans[\vere] I hâve sent 
unto Mr Secretary to impar[te] unto Your Majesty.

Antwerp, 26 septe[mber] [1578].
(.British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2e partie, n° 17C.)

MMMMCXC.

Lord Cobham et Walsingham au docteur Wilson (?).

(26 SEPTEMBRE 1578.)

Informations politiques. — Nouvelles militaires.

Sir, W e hâve thouglit good to send this hearer with the answere of our negotiation 
with the States, touching Her Majesties advice for the dismissinge of some part of 
theire forces on holh sides and the yelding to an intérim, whicb we receaved order by 
Her Majesties last lettres to deale in with them, havinge in our lettres to Her Highnes 
herewith incloscd layde before hcr, hesides the States answere receaved in that behalf 
diverse reasons that move them not to yelde (o her advice as a thinge most dangerous 
and pernicious for them, consideringe in what termes theire state slandeth presently. 
And, though the request had hen iesse hurtfull, yet your dealinges towardes them here 
especially in this tyme of theire extremity are somwhat to hard to winne unto youe 
credit to draw them to foilow your advice, for comonly men are best inclyned to follow 
the counsell of ihose whom they hy frutes do linde to be carefull of theire well doinge 
which they eonceave hath failed in youe, beinge as it were in theire most urgent neces- 
sitie so straynably dealt withall contrary to the great assurance they made of Her Majes
ties favour. This do I write to your self perticulerly, meaninge her after not to breed 
any discontentment that waye seinge it prevayleth not.

I send youe herewith suche lettres as I bave 1 a 11y receaved from Mons and from Back- 
ville to the end youe may impart them unto Her Majesty, wherby beinge, as youe may 
perceave, dispensed withall touchinge my goinge to him and seinge no cause of our 
furlher stey here for Her Majesties service, we meane to make our présent returne home, 
according to Her Majesties order, havinge alreadie taken our leave of the Archdukand
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the States so thaï tomorrow, God willinge, we do enter into our journey, wher[in] [\ve] 
purpose to make as muche speede as vve may conveniently. And so, prayinge youe to 
excuse me unto My Lords, if I do not write unto lhem for lacke of matter worthie theire 
reading, I comit youe to God.

Postscript. — This bearer can informe youe of the state of Duk d’Anjous campe 
and how much he did hazarde his person in the view of the towne of Byns, which, as 
we are adverlised.. .  .

(Brit. Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 177.)

MMMMCXCl.

M. Fremyn à tVilliam Davison.
( 2 6  SEPTEMBRE 1 5 7 8 . )

Nouvelles militaires. — Famine et désordres.

Monsieur, Je vous ay escript mes dernières le 24e de ce mois. Le mesrne jour, les 
ristres de M. le Duc Cazemir firent de grandes difigultés à marcher, et estoit près de 
onze heures devant qu’ils ce voulussent acheminer, disant qu’ils vouloits estre paiés du 
nat-guel, qu’ils apellent, qui leur est deu, et en debvoit estre paiés à Devanter. C’est un 
argent que on leur donne au partir de leurs maisons, jusques à ce qu'ils soits venus à 
la place monstre, à 7 bastes par jour, monnoyc d’Allemaigne : ce qui leur fut le mesme 
jour promis, affin de les faire marcher, et en doibvent estre paiés ce jourduy, comme 
leur a promis M. le Conte de Bossu, qui pourra monster à la somme de 50 mil florins, 
pour tout les ristres, sans la solde de deux mois qui leur sera deus à la fin de ce mois, 
de quoy il semble qu’ils vouldront estre paiés; et, au cas que l’on ne les paye, il est à 
craindre qu’ils ne s’amutinent : ce que faisan!, ils trouveront le reste de l’armée assés 
disposés à les ensuivre, joingt qu’il est mal aisé de conduire une si grande armée 
composée de tant d’estrangers, sans leur paier leurs solde. Et semble que M. le Duc 
Cazemir, qui est à Bruxelles, ne retournera au campt qu’il ne soit asseuré de la solde 
de ses gens de guerre, d’aultant qui n’y feroit pas tropt seur pour luy, joing[t] que je 
panse que ledict seigneur Duc demandera estre lissancié à la fin des trois mois pour se 
retirer, pour le pœu d’ocasion qu’il a d’y faire de plus long séjour. Cepandant nos 
4 régimans françois n’en vallent pas un, d’auliant que nos soldats s’en vont trouver les 
troupes de Monsieur de jour à aultre, avec la maladye et mortalité qui y est; et peu 
s’en fault que les régimens des Anglois et Escossois ne soits la moislié moings qu’ils
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n’estoits il y a un mois. Ce jcurduy ce doibt donner l'asauit à Baings. L’artillerye fut 
envoyé de nostre campt le 24e à Monsieur pour la bastre. Les soldais des troupes de 
Monsieur viennent au fourage jusques à nostre campt, et pillent et voilent et tuent de 
nos ristres, et admenent leurs chariots et clievos, comme aussi font des nostre[s], qui, 
ayant fait butin, se retirent en France. La guerre de ses pays ne leur agrée nullement, 
et, si nous sommes encores un mois en campaigne, nosensaignes demeureront seulles. 
La peste est par tout ce pays,et force volleurs à l’cntour du campt pour dévaliser vivan
diers et marchans, faignans estre Espaignols. Nous sommes à présent campés en triangle 
entre Gimbloux et Baings, 5 lieux de Nivelles, et y arrivasment le 24e, et y séjournons 
2 jours, ce jourduy compris. On dit que on nous veult donner un prest pour nos sol
dats, qui est le moyen de les perdre le reste, d’aultant que on leur doibt deux mois, 
joingt qu’ils n’ont plus nulle affection de faire service aux Estais, pour le maulvais 
traistement qu’ils ontreceu en ses pays; et,à dire la vérité, nous ne sommes à présent 
sinon cappitaines de picoreus et de volleurs, qui est ung crève-cœur à un homme 
d’honneur de ne voir nulle disipline, et se ruiner en ses bien avec grande fatigue. 11 y 
a des gens qui sont embarqués en ce fait, que, si c’estoit à refaire, ils ce garderait bien 
d’y rentrer. On dit que si Baings est pris, que toute l’armée s’acheminera à Namur. Et 
cependant on double si Monsieur joindra ses forces à celles des Estais. Nous changons 
souvent de dessings, et sy ne faisons pas grande chose. Qui sera l’endroit, après avoir 
salué vos bonnes grâces, je priray nostre bon Dieu qu’il vous doint, Monsieur, en par- 
faicle santé, longue et heureuse vye.

Du campt, le 26e septembre 1578.
(Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)

MMMMCXCI1.

M. Fremyn à William Davison.
( T H I M É O N ,  2 7  S E P T E M B R E  1 5 7 8 . )

Nouvelles militaires. — Pillages et désordres.

Monsieur, Je vous ay escript mes dernières le 24e et 26e de ce mois, et receu vostre 
lettre du 26e touchant ce qui ce passa pardeçà. Le campt séjourne encores en ce lieu, 
attandant la prise ou rediction de Baings. La batterye ce doibt faire ce jourduy. On a 
envoyé 9 canons du campt à Monsieur pour cest effect. Monsieur de La Noue fut hier 
à Monts, et retorna le mesme jour. Plusieurs partirent de nos troupes pour ce trouver à
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l’assault de Baings, où il y a 3 lieux du campt. Cepandant cest jour nos soldats n’espar- 
gnent nullement la picorie. Depuis 8 jours, ils ont picoré plus de deux mil vaches, et 
pors, moutons, chevos et juments infinis, qui ce vend à vils pris — 20 patars une vache, 
— oultre infinis abillemans tant d’homes que de femme, linges, vaiselles. Tout va en 
pillaige, et ce vant à l’amcampt par tout le campt au son du tabour, voire devant le logis 
de M. le Conte de Bossu, tellement qu’il semble que ceste armée soit employé en inten
tion à manger de pied à pied tout le pays par où nous avons passé, d’aultant que nous 
ne laissons chose qui soit; et, si l’ennemy y vient après nous, il ne trouvera chose qui 
soit pour vivre homes, ny cheins, à 10 lieux à la ronde de Bruxelles. Ce jourduy les 
cappitaines François de nos régimans s’assemblent ce matin pour déléguer quelques- 
ungs des capitaines pour envoyer vers Monseigneur le Duc Cazemir pour eslre payés. 
11 y a de grands mescontentemens. Nos soldats s’en vont de jour à aultre aux troupes 
de Monsieur, faulte de payement. A la fin nos ensaignes demeureront seulles. 11 est 
veneu trois cent mil livres à Monsieur pour paier ses gens de guerre, aportés par Mon
sieur de Villeroy. On dit que, Baings pris, que Monsieur ce joindra à nostre campt, ce 
que quelque-ungs doubtent. 11 semble que les Estats prègnent plaisir de faire rompre 
ses régimens, car ne leur donne moyens de vivre, ny argent. C’est proprement le moyen 
de les rompre et lissancier, et ce contanter de eeulx de Monsieur. Il semble que Mon
sieur le Duc Cazemir ne se loue guières du traitement que on luy fait et aux siens : 
lequel demandera estre lissancié à la lin de ce mois des Estats; et, à dire la vérité, il 
est mal mené, et les siens s’en sentent extrêmement. Nous somes communément de 
picoreus, puisqu’il plaist à Messieurs, ce qui ne sera longuement fait des gens de bien 
et d’honneur, qui ne veullent souiller leurs honneur en ses actes indignes. J ’ay fait vos 
recommendations à Monsieur d’Argenlieu, qui remersye Vostre Seigneurie et salue vos 
bonne grâces. Le 2be, il y eut une grande allarme au campt de Don Jan, par le raport 
que fit ung Espaignol audit Don Jan que toute l’armée des Estats estoit à une lieue de 
son campt. Ils furent en un grand elïroy, et demeurent huit heures en bastaille près de 
Namur, où il est retranché; et, pour recompance, Don Jan fit pandre l’Espaignol à 
mileie du campt pour la faulce alarme qu’il avoit donnée. Voilà ce qui ce passe à pré
sent. Touchant la deffaicte du Roy de Portugal, il en advient ainsi souvent aux ambi
tieux. S’il y a quelque service que je puisse faire à Vostre Seigneurie, vous sçavés que 
je vous suis entièrement dédié d’aulcy bon cœur et affection que je salue vos bonne 
grâces et prie nostre bon Dieu q u ’il vous doincl, Monsieur, en parfaicte santé, longue 
et heureuse vye, et à toute vostre famille.

Du campt à Temions, le 27e septembre 1378.
Si Monseigneur de Walsingham est encores par-delà, je salue et baise les mains de 

Sa Seigneurie. (Record office, Pup. o f Holland, vol 6.)
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MMMMCXCI1I.

Plainte des Marchands Aventuriers.

(Anvers, 2 7  septembre 1 5 7 8 . )

Au sujet des taxes qu’on veut leur faire payer et des exactions qu’ils reprochent aux collecteurs
de Zélande.

(Arch. de ta Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. 139.)

MMMMCXCiV.

Les Etats-généraux à la reine d’Angleterre.
(Anvers, 2 8  septembre 1 5 7 8 .)

lis ont prié les ambassadeurs de les recommander à la reine d’Angleterre.

Madame, Comme Messieurs les Ambassadeurs de Vostre Majesté se retournoyent 
par delà, n’avons volu obmecire de les accompaigner de ceste pour la remerchier bien 
humblement d’avoir accreu le nombre de ses tant signalés bienfaicts en nostre endroict 
et de ce pays, de l’envoy de si basians personnaiges et tant affectionnés à nostre repos, 
comme par l’effect ils ont monstré, ayans aultant soigneusement embrassé le pourparlé 
de paix avecq le seigneur Don Jehan, que de n’avoir en rien espargné leur propres per
sonnes jusques à là que les avoir mis en évident péril et dangier. Bien que l’effect, à 
nostre grand regret, ne soit ensuivy, néantmoings nous nous rendons aultant obligés 
vers Vostre Majesté que si le besoingné eût réussy l’effect, selon nostre intention et 
bonne volunté, pour laquelle déclairer n’estendrons ceste davantaige que pour supplier 
humblement Vostre Majesté la vouloir entendre, ensamble l’estât de nos affaires, de
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sesdicts Ambassadeurs, comme en estans bien informés. Où sera l’endroict que sup
plierons le Créateur, Madame, [garder] Voslre Majesté en toute prospérité et heureuse 
vie, saluans ses bonnes grâces de nos humbles recommandations.

D’Anvers, le xxvnie de septembre 1578.

(.Archives de la Haye, Beg. Angleterre, fol. 138.)

MMMMCXCV.

Lettres de sauf-conduit pour les ambassadeurs anglais.

(Anvers, 2 8  septembre 1 8 7 8 . )

Nous prélats, nobles et députés des villes, représentons les Estats-Généraulx des 
Pays-Bas, sicomme de Brabant, Gueldres, Flandres, Arthois, Haynault, Valenchiennes, 
Lille, Douay et Orchies, Hollande, Zélande, Tournay, Tournésis, Malines, Utrecht, 
Frize, Overyssel et Ommelandes, à tous ceulx quy ces présentes verront, salut. Comme 
les illustres et nobles seigneurs Guillame Baron de Cobham, gardien des Cincq Ports 
de mer du royaulme d’Angleterre, et François Walsingham, chevalier, conseillier du 
Conseil Privé et ung des premiers secrétaires d’Estat de la Sérénissime Royne d’An
gleterre ayent par icelle esté envoyé en ambassade vers nous et désirans retourner ont 
requis leur donner nostre passeport et saulvegarde : pour ce est-il que requérons et 
(d’aultant qu’en nous est) commandons à tous généraulx du camp, soit par terre ou par 
mer, coronels, capitaines, portenseignes, lieutenans, sergeans et tous aultres officiers et 
gens de guerre, ensemble à tous gouverneurs, magistrats des villes et tous aultres à quy 
ce appartiendra de laisser librement, paisiblement et sans aulcun moleste passer les- 
dicts seigneurs Ambassadeurs, leurs serviteurs, chevaulx, bareques, hardes et bagaiges, 
sans leur donner, laisser ou permectre estre donné et laisser faict aulcun destourbier 
ou empeschement au contraire, ains leur donner et procurer estre faict et donné toute 
assislence et faveur, à paine quy y contreviendra qu’il sera tenu comme faict à nous- 
mesrnes.
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En tesmoing de quoy avons ceste faict caehetter par noslre cachet en semblables actes 

accoustumé d’user, et signer par ung de nos secrétaires.
Faict en la ville d’Anvers, le xxvmc de septembre XVe soixante dix-huict.

(Archives de la Haye, Reg. Angleterre, fol. 137.)

MMMMCXCV1.

Walsingham à W illiam Üavison.

( E E C L 0 0 , 2 9  SEPTEM BRE 1 5 7 8 . )

Lettres à remettre et informations à prendre.

Sir, I praye you to cause the inclosed to be safelie delyvered unto th’Emperor’s 
Ambassador, wherein we desier bim to send us as coppie of the letler he hath latelie 
receavid from Don John in aunswer of his; and, where we are advertised, by one that 
receavid yt at Monsieur de Bources mouth, that the towne of Lucemburg hath made 
offer to the States to joyne with them, I shall desier you to learne the certentie of the 
matter, and to acquainle me therewith as soone as you can, as also to procure the Gan- 
toys aunswer unto the letter we wrote unto them. And so I commit you to God.

From Ecclo, the xxix,b of september 1578.
This bearer, Mr Payns, can thorrowghely informe you of the state of Sootheakes 

case, and make yt appeare unto you howe in justyce he owght to be salysfyced. 1 praye 
you, good Mr Davyson, deale efïeclually with the Prince in that behalfe. Ali My Lordes 
of the Cownceil doe greatly pyttye his case, especyally the Lord Treasorer, whos kyns- 
woman he hathe maryed.

1 (Record office, Pap. of Holland, vol. 6.)



DES PAYS-BAS ET DE L’ANGLETERRE. 857

MMMMCXCV11.

Lord Cobham et IValsingham au prince d’Orange.
(DUNKEIIQUE, 30 SEPTEMBRE 1378?)

Les images ont été abattues dans toute la Flandre. — Mécontentement des populations; il est à craindre 
que La Motte n’en profite. — Nécessité de modérer les excès des Gantois.

Monseigneur, Nous ne vous sçaurions assés remercier de la faveur que nous avès 
faict, en nous donnant la companie de ce gentilhomme Monsieur de Lira, quy nous a 
esté très-agréable tant pour les vertus et louables qualités dont il est doué que pour le 
soing qu’il a lousjours eu de nous bien accomoder jusques iey. Et, d’aultant que la 
comodité de son retour se présente, n’avons voulu omettre de nous en servir pour vous 
advertir de quelques observacions qu’avons faict en noire voyage jusques à ceste ville, 
lesquelles estimons dignes d’eslre sceues de Votre Excellence. Or, nous estant enquis 
par chemin de l’estât de ce pais, et sur tout comment la nouvelle altération, quant au 
faict de la religion y estoit digérée, avons trouvé que les images ont esté abbalues non- 
seulement à Bruges, mais aussi en aultres villes et bourgades de la Franche * avec fort 
bon ordre et sans aulcune résistance, dont sommes très-ayses tant pour l’heureux succès 
de chose si dangereuse à entreprendre comme pour l’advancement que la religion 
réformée en recevra; mais d’aultre costé aussy ne sommes pas peu desplaisans d'en
tendre que la plus part du peuple demeure mal réformé, retenant encores en leurs con
sciences l’accoustumée dévotion et révérence qu’ils soulovent porter aux images et aul
tres semblables supersticions et cérémonies : ce qu’à notre advis eus[t] esté remédié, si, 
devant qu’abattre lesdits imag[es], on eust ordonné des ministres pour oster au peuple le 
voyle d’abus par vives remons[s]trances et les retirer de leur idolâtrie, ce quy mal 
ayséement se pourra effectuer par faulte d’instructeurs ; et conséquemment est à craindre 
que le povre peuple, n’ayant l’exercise d’aulcune religion, ne tombe en manifeste 
athéisme. Oultrc cela, nous voyons qu’il règne si grand mescontentement en cesle pro
vince que, si on n’y donne ordre de bonne heure, il s’en ensuyvra sans doute quelque 
dangereux inconvénient. Ornons trouvons que ledit mescontentement procède de deux 
causes principales : l’une par ce que les Gantois ne procèdent avec bon ordre en ce qu’ils 
font; et l’aultre par ce qu’on ne permette l’exercise de l’une et l’aultre religion, ou reli- 
gions-frecle, corne ou dict indifférement, selon la promesse des Estats. Ces choses advien- 
nenl en ung temps fort dangereux, car La Motte, de Graveling, n’oubliera de faire son

' C’est-à-dire du Franc de Bruges.
T ome X. 108
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proufïît d’ung tel mescontenlement,ayant,à ce que l’on dict, assemblé environ 200che- 
vaulx et 2,000 homes de pied, oullre 400 auitres chevaulx qu’il altent tous les jours. 
Votre Excellence n’ignore le manifeste danger qui s’en ensuyvroit si les Espaignols 
avoyent entrée en eesle province; car en premier lieu il est manifeste que la plus 
grand part des moyens qu’avés pour maintenir les frais de la guerre, seroyent par tel 
inconvénient retrenchés. Davantage ce seroil fort grand préjudice d’estre assaillis devant 
et derière par l’ennemy, et sommes d’opinion qu’il y auroit moindre danger de perdre 
dix villes en Haynault ou Artois qu’une icy. Oultre que, s’il avenoit des troubles en 
ceste province pour le changement de la religion, ce seroit grandement à craindre que 
cela n’empeschat le cours de la religion ès auitres provinces. Pour à quoy obvier seroit 
expédient à notre advis que ceulx de Gand en quelque assemblée publicque se récon
ciliassent avec les auitres membres de ceste province (qui, pour les désordres qu’ils ont 
comis, sont grandement offencés contre eux) et confessassent leur faulle avec promesse 
de se porter à l’avenir plus modestement. Le désir que nous avons de l’advancement de 
la cause commune et l’affection particulière que portons à Votre Excellence, sur qui 
l’honneur ou déshonneur du succès des affaires sans double tombera, nous a faict entre
prendre de vous représenter ce qu’estimons convenir pour le bien de ce pais, vous 
priant de le recevoir en bonne part et ne l’attribuer à aulcune curiosité, comme pour 
vray n’en avons esté meus, sçachant qu’il n’est pas séant d’estre curieux in aliena 
republica. Quant à l’estât de ceste ville et de celle de Borbroeh, ce gentilhomme pré
sent porteur vous dira combien il est nécessaire d’y donner bien tost quelque bon 
ordre, et pour tant ne vous ferons la présente plus longue que pour prier le Créateur 
qu’il vous ayt tousjours, etc. (British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 189.)

MMMMCXCVIII.

A v is  des P a ys -B a s .
("1e r  OCTOBRE 1 5 7 8 . )

Les Wallons sont entrés à Mcnin.
Menin surprinse par les Walons mutinés conduyts par Montigny et Whilvelc, prin

cipaux chefs sollicités à y venir par le bailly du lieu.
(British Museum, Galba, C. VI, 2' partie, n° 74.)
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